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The friendly ghosts at the end of the road
by D A N  RUBINSTEIN 

For Southam Newspapers
- HYDER, Alaska - The rain has been falling intermittently 
Jor two days in Hyder, Alaska and puddles of murky brown 
water are starting to resemble small ponds on the grassy 
grounds of aptly named Camp Run-a-Muck.

I’m sitting under the tin roof of the campground’s picnic 
shelter, eating a can of bean soup while staring at an en­
chanting vista of misty green snow-capped mountains. On 
the wall of the shelter there’s a sign informing visitors that 
the park is dedicated to the memory of George W. Tullos, 
1959-2000.

After finishing dinner 1 take my book into the cozy hotel 
pub next door.

Ordering a pint, I ask the bartender who Hillos was.
“Oh,” the ballcap-topped barkeep responds, “he was just a 

guy who worked here.”
“What happened to him?” I inquire.
“A bear got him,” he answers matter-of-factly.
“What. . .  happened?” I pry.
“The bear got him,” he repeats.
TUrns out Tullos was doing some work behind the pub one 

night and had the misfortune of surprising a hungry (or an­
gry) grizzly.
‘ My tent is behind the pub.

■ “Don’t worry,” the bartender says, noticing my look of 
'concern (or alarm) as he affixes a lemon wedge to the rim of 
my wheat beer. “He wasn’t camping or nothing, he just 
worked here,”

Situated at the tip of the Pordand Canal, a 145-kilometre 
finger of saltwater curling inland from the Pacific, Hyder is a 
quirky, idiosyncratic town that feels like the backdrop of the 
surrealistic Alaska-based TV show Northern Exposure.

Horses wander the unpaved and deeply-rutted main 
street. Nostalgic, kitschy songs like North to Alaska and 
Springtime in Alaska clang out of a souvenir shop’s tinny 
speakers 24 hours a day. Locals are nonchalant about killer 
grizzlies.
. Hyder, population 100, a community that bills itself as the 
friendliest ghost town in Alaska, is literally at the end of the 
road.
• A spur called Highway 37A leads west into town from 
British Columbia’s mighty, desolate 733-km Cassiar High­
way, which splits off the Yellowhead Highway between Ter­
race and Smithers, B.C. and stretches north all the way to 
the Yukon.
. Just before entering Hyder, you pass through its sister 
town, Stewart, B.C., Canada’s most northerly ice-free port.

Its population four or five times larger than Hyder, Stew- 
•art is a modern community with paved roads, fine dining 
.restaurants and a toaster museum featuring more than 500 
different kinds of toasters (in a building that was once the 
Jhome of nurse turned prospector turned customs agent 
Klondike Kate, who was never the brothel madame erro­
neously remembered in northern lore).

Hyder is definitely the more intriguing of the two towns. 
Even though it’s in the United States, one doesn’t have to 
pass through American customs to enter. You do have to 
clear Canadian customs upon returning to Stewart.

Such an anomaly is Hyder that the town observes B.C. 
time, not Alaska time, which is one hour slower. Businesses 
there also deal primarily in Canadian currency; if you buy 
something with American dollars, even if you’re an Ameri­

can citizen, they’ll still give you your change in loonies.
Despite the copious rains of the Pacific Northwest - locals 

say there are two seasons: winter and rain - Hyder and 
Stewart are by no means miserable places when wet. In­
deed, there’s so much to do, from hiking and fishing to mu­
seums and listening to oldtimers tell bear stories, they’re a 
wonderful destination between May and October - and only 
a 15-hour drive from Edmonton.

From the pier, looking west, the 
green mountains that line the fjord­
like Portland Canal become greyer and 
greyer as they fade off into the hori­
zon.

It may be raining, there may be griz­
zlies around, but the pub is warm and

dry, Neil Young is probably playing on 
the jukebox, and if you stand quietly 
on the pier long enough that playful 
seal studying you from a few feet away 
might just swim closer for a look at 
that stranger with an umbrella smiling 
in the twilight.
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The toas te r museum 
above is in Stewart, 
B.C., Hyder's s is te r  
tow n. A boardw alk 
le ft, c o n n e c ts  th e  
wharf to  the town of 
Hyder.

The history of both Hyder and Stewart is inextricably 
linked to the mines. A onetime refuge of the Nass River Indi­
ans, who came inland from the Pacific to escape the coastal 
Haidas, hunt birds and pick berries, the area was first ex­
plored by whites in 1896 by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi­
neers.

Prospectors and settlers arrived two years later. The Stew­
art brothers came in 1902 - Robert M. Stewart became the 
first postmaster - and three years later the town was 
adorned with their surname. Initially called Portland City, 
the American community was eventually renamed Hyder af­
ter Canadian mining engineer Frederick B. Hyder.

Gold and silver veins were discovered and drove the econ­
omy until the 1950s.

Tourism in Hyder is not about five-star hotels. It’s about 
going into the Sealaska Inn’s pub with the front door left 
wide open, the midnight sun making 11 p.m. feel like dusk, 
and watching a 10-year-old boy beat his father at the pool 
table with a bar full of locals shouting 
encouragement.

It’s about going for meditative, serene 
strolls on the wooden road that leads to 
the Hyder pier, and watching the seals.

P e a c e  o f  M i n d
H an d -p ick ed  First C h o ice  V acation C lu b  packages leave n o th in g  to  chance. 

O v e r 1000 w o rry -free  vacations to  choose  from .

your vacation!Enjoy

BOOK A FIRST CHOICE 
VACATION & SAVE * 1 5 0

. ' \ ■ t;-- 5
Per C ou ple and earn  ■, 
va lu a b le  Gold Points ■; 
on e v e ry  pu rchase! - j

J A U a

Panama 2 Center Holiday V a r a d e r o
Panama City - El Panama Hotel ■ 

EP ■ H o te l Room (4 nts) 
Playa Blanca ■ Royal Decameron 

All-Inclusive! 
H ote l Room (Wnts)

Wed. Jan. 2 & 16

$2 1 4 9

Coralia Club Playa Djjro

Garden View
Hotel Room {  inEclBuBde . 
Wed. Jan. 9 to 23 \» v in gsy

All-lnclusivel

ijw m l 
m u T > m

P u e rto  P la ta  C ancun
Costa Real Hotel & Suites

Hotel Room / S S ?Hotel Room 
Thursday Jan. 3 to 17

All-Inclusive! All-Inclusive!

$ 1 5 2 9  $2229 $1529 < 2 139  * 1 4 6 9  *2139
1 week 2 weeks 1 week 2 weeks

A ca p u lco  Lo s  C a b o s
Fiesta Inn Acapulco

Hotel Room 
Sat. Jan, 5 & 12 

Includes breakfast 
and lunch daily

* 1 1 9 9  * 1 6 4 9
1 week 2 weeks

Presidente Inter­
Continental Los Cabos
Free Upgrade to 
Superior Room /  , 2 “ ,
Sat. Jan. 5 S 12 t  EBB 
All-Inclusive!

Ix ta p a  C o o k  Is la n d s
Rarotongan 

Beach Resort

All-Inclusive!

* 1 8 5 9  * 3 0 2 9  * 1 4 9 9  * 2 1 9 9  * 2 4 9 9  * 3 1 /9
1 week 2 weeks 1 week 2 weeks 12 nights 19 nights

•Vancouver departures. Available to Gold Points cardholders only. All prices are adult per person based on dbl. occ. New bookings only. EBB refers to Early Booking Bonus. Taxes 
and travel related fees extra. Savings available on selected properties. $150.00 CAD savings are reflected as “dollars off* and available for bookings made between August 18 • 
December 1.2001, for travel between September 1 • April 30,2002 (or end of Supplier season). Some exceptions may apply. Ask your Carlson Wagonlit Travel consultant for full 
details Please refer to the Canada 3000 Holidays brochure for terms and conditions.

Call today for details:
#101 - 1968 Queensway St., Prince George

563-1559
www.steinbecktravel.com

O P E N  S A T U R D A Y  q u ^ r r r
R# 2877-0 SMD42665

C a r l s o n W a g o n l i t
w w w .c jr lso n w a g o n lit.c a  o r  call I -<S00-C A R I.S O N

Seven Seas Travel & Cruise
P u e r t o  V a l l a r t a
Melia Puerto Vallarta, 4+ star 

Super All Inclusive,
! Kids Stay & Eat Free 
1 Saturday, November 24

0 7 9

P u e r t o  V a l l a r t a
Royal Decameron Complex, 

4 star 
All Inclusive 

Saturday, November 24

n ig h t s $ 1 0 0 9

; M a n z a n i l l o
Blue Bay C lub Los Angeles Locos, 

3+ star
i 24 hour All Inclusive,

K ids Stay & Eat Free 
; Tuesdays, Novem ber 6, 20, 27

7 nights ^ 9 9 9
14 nights 4 1  9

M a n z a n i l l o
Sierra Manzanillo,

4 star
All Inclusive, ! 

K ids Stay & Eat Free 
Tuesdays, Novem ber 6 ,1 3 , 20, 27 j

7 nights M  0 4 9  
14 nights ^*1 5 5 9

P u n t a  C a n a
j Cata lonia Bavaro Beach,

G olf & Casino Resort 
4+ star, All Inclusive,
K ids Stay & Eat Free 

W ednesdays, Novem ber 14, 21, 28

| 7 nights 2 4 9

P u e r t o  P l a t a
AM HSA Paradise Beach Resort 

& Casino 
4 star, All Inclusive, i 

K ids Stay & Eat Free 
W ednesdays, N ovem ber 14, 21, 28

7 n ig h ,s $ 1 0 9 9

(run o f the house)

| Prices from Vancouver per person based on double occupancy. Space limited. Subject to restrictions. \
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Book your vacation now* and receive a FREE Kodak Advantix C400 autofocus 
camera including film and batteries (while quantities last). Manufacturers I 
suggested retail price $110. Plus, get a chance to WIN A HOME THEATRE!

S e v e n  S e a s  T r a v e l  
6 1 4 - 7 0 0 0

1 5 5 3  T h i r d  A v e  &  P i n e  C e n t r e  M a l l  s(BC Reg. #564-4 & #1370-5)
KODAK CAMERA GIVE AWAY ' Hx wa bookings arty at Ul >vUt bnxhwv put t* on wkKted pnxJucl. Mwrmmi ul two pAswiprs p« twakirx̂ S! M  pw pwwn jort of Utxwj.Grtup bookings do npt apply 

CofRtmtn vrtl tocetvv one cxfhm pw booking open W  piynant Grand Pun* aid Kodak cameras must be accepted as jwadrd artf canrwl be eirhonged (a cash. GRAND PRCf ORAklf. ho pordw notftuty
iMn and regtfUxxn m im e

CRUISE DEALS!
$

r — ' B O  A  A  M e m b e r s :
!v B o ok  a  c r u i s e  b y  O ct 2 6  a n d  r e c e  

$ 1 0 0  C A A  d o l l a r s *  p e r  c o u p l e !
iv e  j

7  D a y  A la s k a
May 6,2002
C ru ise  roundtrip  from  V a n c o u v e r

Thinking of cruising Alaska next summer - 
Call us for many other departure dates!

899+FROM ^ 0 ^ 0  M 0  per person 
cruise only based on two sharing

Take the Fam ily
$

FROM

7 Q C t
m  per person

cruise only based on four sharing

1 0  D a y  H a w a ii
January 25,2002
In c lu d e s  round trip  a irfare  from  V a n c o u v e r

$
FROM 2199

d on two sharing

7  D a y  C a rib b e a n
January 13,2002 
C ru ise  roundtrip  from  M ia m i

$
FROM 759*^ ^ 0  per person 

cruise only based on two sharing

except Traveller's Cheques. Non members receive equivalent credit. Not combinable with other offers. Some restrictions apply.

DISCOVERY VACATIONS
Y u ca ta n  E x p lo re r
February 17 - March 3,2002
Discover ancient Mayan sites and colonial treasures. 
Then spend a leisurely week in the Riviera Maya.

I N C L U D E S ; Airfare from Vancouver, 
accommodation, most meals, sight­
seeing program, B C A A  host & morel

C ub an  E xp e rie n ce
14 Nights • January 21, February 11 & 25
Visit famous Havana sights, 
explore Pinar del Rio and 
enjoy a week on spectacular 
Varadero Beach!

I N C L U D E S : Airfare from Vancouver, 
accommodation, most meals, sight­
seeing program, B C A A  host & more!

Hong K ong Sneak-a-W eek s -m q q

November 19-26,2001 I ^ U U
Get away to shop for Christmas treasures 
& sample the unique culture of Hong Kong.

I N C L U D E S : Airfare from 
Vancouver, accommodation, 
breakfast daily and morel

S M D 3 6 3 7 4 1

2 5 0 - 5 6 3 - 0 1 9 1  B C A A  T r a v e l
492 Victoria Street       iu w w w . b c a a . c o m

I
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http://www.steinbecktravel.com
http://www.cjrlsonwagonlit.ca
http://www.bcaa.com

