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Dreamcatcher to film in P.G.
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free-range chicken. 
Then it was organic vegetables. 

Next the farmers decided they should 
all take a  year off to go find themselves.
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S h o o t i n g  o f  S t e p h e n  K i n g ’s  n o v e l
b y BERNICE TRICK 

Citizen s ta f f
H ollyw ood is com ing back to  Prince 

George.
The feature film  Dreamcatcher, based 

o n  th e  S te p h e n  
K ing novel, w il l be 
fi lm e d  here  e a rly  
n e x t year, P rince  
George F ilm  Com ­
m is s io n  d ire c to r  
S a ra  S h a a k  s a id  
M onday. The c ity  
was selected fro m  
a l i s t  o f  s e v e ra l 
communities in  the

c u a  ait U.S. and Canada.a rlA A K  sh a a k  sa jd  get>

ting  the project is like w inn ing  the lo t­
tery. “You can’t  w in  i f  you don ’t play,” , 
said Shaak, e xp la in ing  every request 
fo r every possible film  project must be 
responded to  and fo llo w e d  up like  i t  
could be a w inner.

W h a t c lin c h e d  D re a m ca tch e r fo r  The front of Stephen King’s novel 
Prince George was a v is it by d irec to r Dream catcher Is shown here.

i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  p o u r  m o r e  t h a n  $ 5 M  i n t o  e c o n o m y
Law rence Kasdan, w ho  v is ite d  here said she expects th is  film  to boost the D ream catcher w il l  have fo u r to  six
last m onth and “ loved it ” , said Shaak.

Kasdan “ is a very h igh ly  noted direc­
to r ”  w ho ’s d irected such film s as The 
B ig C h ill and The Accidenta l Tourist, 
said Shaak. I f  a d irecto r doesn’t  like  a 
co m m u n ity , th e re ’s no  chance fo r  a 
film  project, she said. *

A n o th e r  fa c to r  w h ic h  Shaak sa id  
helped to get the film  was the pre-ap- 
p roved use o f p o te n tia l f ilm in g  loca­
tions to save officials w ith  Castle Rock 
E n te rta inm ent and Kasdan Pictures a 
lo t o f  time.

F ilm in g  is expected to  take e igh t to 
nine weeks —  about twice as long as was 
required for Reindeer Games in  1999.

Reindeer Games dropped abou t $5 
m illion  into  the local economy, so Shaak

economy on a much greater level.
F ilm in g  loca tions  w il l  be forested, 

cold w in te r settings w hich  require ma­
jo r  construction  w o rk  expected to  be­
g in  shortly, said Shaak.

Dreamcatcher is the story o f fou r boy­
hood pals w ho  re un ite  fo r  a h u n tin g  
tr ip  a t the ir favourite deep-woods cabin 
where they encounter a strange man.

“ C onstruction w o rk  is the next step, 
and where possible, local ticketed car­
penters and o ther union  trades people 
w il l  be hired,”  she said.

Ten to 25 crew members w ill be work­
ing in  Prince George to do construction 
and set up locations, and the m ajority o f 
the remaining 150 to 200 crew members 
w ill arrive for film ing in eariy January.

leading roles, a num ber o f supporting 
ro les  n o t y e t cast, and  an expected 
need fo r  extras, w h ich  Shaak expects 
to be hired in  November or December.

Since film ing  w il l  be done five days a 
w eek, Shaak sa id  th e  cast and crew  
w il l  be v is ib le  a round tow n on w eek­
ends in  shopping areas and a t events. 
“ I t  w il l  be great fo r local business and 
the com m unity,”  Shaak said.

Shaak sa id  c a p tu r in g  th is  f i lm  fo r 
Prince George emphasizes the need for 
a film  commission. “ I t  took me forever 
to  fin d  the  loca tions, and i t ’s been a 
w hole summer’s w ork  jus t w ork ing  on 
th is  p ro je c t a lone .”  She said she has 
been w o rk in g  on  the  p ro je c t seven 
days a week since June.

Citizen photo by Brent Braaten

DRIVE FOR THE HOMELESS —  Leona W hitehaw k, le ft, and Barb Gail s o rt o u t dona tions  a t the  C om m unity 
D onation Drive fo r the  H om e less. The event was p a rt o f H ousing  W eek 2 0 0 1 , which concludes Friday w ith  
the  C om m unity Awards, in recogn ition  o f excep tiona l ne ighbours, land lords, te n a n ts  and hom eow ners.

G ood T im e  a g a in s t B o n a n za  
u s in g  its  o ld  b in g o  b u ild in g

by GORDON HOEKSTRA 
Citizen s ta ff

The Good T im e  B ingo Associa tion  
(GTBA), w h ich  is m oving in to  the re ­
va m pe d  C in e p le x  O d e o n  T h e a tre , 
vo iced  s tro n g  o b je c tio n  M o nd a y  to  
another association m oving in to  th e ir 
o ld  location.

The competition o f another bingo hall 
a t 490 Vancouver Street, ju s t a b lock  
away from  GTBA’s new loca tion , w il l  
h u rt its 83 charities w ith  reduced rev­
enues, GTBA p res ident P e rry  S lum p 
to ld  a re loca tion  hearing panel o rga­
nized by the B.C. Gaming Commission 
at the Civic Centre.

But the Bonanza Bingo Association —  
w hich  wants to  move from  its curren t 
location at the Diamond Bingo Hall on 
Sixth Avenue to the GTBA’s form er loca­
tion  —  says the move is needed to  in ­
crease revenues to its 30 charities.

“ The o n ly  so lu tion  is a be tte r loca­
t io n , ”  sa id  B onanza  p re s id e n t M e l 
M cM illan. “ We believe p rox im ity  w il l

be an asset to both locations, not a lia ­
b ility . O ur association members are de­
s e rv in g  o f  s u p p o r t as m u c h  as the  
Good Time Bingo Association’s.”

The move to  the soon-to-be-vacated 
b in g o  h a ll o n  V ancouver S tree t has 
more offstreet parking, is m ore visible 
a nd  in  a h ig h e r  t r a f f ic  a re a , sa id  
M cM illan.

S lum p, however, argued the  move 
w ould increase costs by $1.4 m illion  to 
the bingo associations w itho u t increas­
ing revenues to local charities. That’s in 
part because governm ent guaranteed 
top  ups w o u ld  increase to  c h a ritie s  
w ith  increased competition, he said.

“ B o n a n z a ’s business p ro je c tio n s  
id e n t i fy  a $ 4 .4  m il l io n  increase  in  
revenues, n o t because they are going 
to  a ttra c t n ew  b in g o  p laye rs  to  the  
market, b u t th e ir  in ten tion  is to red i­
rect b ingo players and take a s ign ifi­
can t p o r t io n  o f revenue aw ay fro m  
o u r new  approved fac ility , B ingo City, 
o n ly  100 metres away,”  said Slump.

Instead, the Good Tim e Association 
suggested Bonanza consider amalga­
m ating w ith  them.

I t  w o u ld  increase proceeds to  local 
charities and reduce costs to  the gov­
ernment, said Slump.

George M o rfitt, the sole member o f 
th e  hea rin g  pane l, was unsure  how  
lon g  i t  w o u ld  take h im  to  come to  a 
r e c o m m e n d a t io n . B .C .’ s G a m in g  
Com m ission ch a ir w il l  make the fina l 
d ec is io n  based on  M o r f i t t ’s recom ­
m endations.

P rince  George c ity  co u n c il has a l­
re a d y  u n a n im o u s ly  e n d o rs e d  th q  
move. The G am ing A u d it and Investi­
gation’s report found no concerns in  its 
review o f the re location proposal, and 
the  B.C. G am ing  C om m ission ’s s ta ff 
recom m ended the move be approved 
w ith o u t any restrictions.

The B.C. Lotte ry  Corporation, which 
is set to  take  over re s p o n s ib ility  fo r 
prov inc ia l gam ing next year, also had 
no concerns w ith  the move.

Call Centre Team hopes to  ring up business

Snow tube park 
plowed under

C o u n c i l  u n a n i m o u s l y  r e j e c t s  b i d

b y  GORDON HOEKSTRA 
Citizen s ta f f

The Prince George Development Cor­
p o ra t io n  has fo rm e d  a C a ll C en tre  
Team, but w ill no t be out selling the d ty  
u n til i t  has developed a package h igh ­
lighting the community’s advantages.

“We’l l  be a lit t le  b it m ore aggressive 
w ith  o u r m arke ting , b u t w e need to  
get o u r act in  o rder firs t,”  Call Centre 
Team  c h a irm a n  L o rn e  C a ld e r sa id  
Monday. “ I t ’s one th ing  to  prom ote the 
com m unity, bu t you need to  have the 
package deal.”

Since Prince George has the type o f 
educated workforce and telecom m uni­
cations in fras truc tu re  ca ll centres are 
look ing  for, real estate is a key issue, 
said Calder.

W hile  there are one or tw o  buildings

tha t m ight f i t  the b ill fo r large call cen­
tres, once re w ir in g  and re n o v a tio n  
costs to  the  tune  o f $4  m ill io n  to  $8 
m illion  are added, i t  m igh t be less ex­
pensive to bu ild  to suit, said Calder.

The package w il l  also include tra in ­
ing options and is expected to be ready 
before the end o f the year, he said.

The team —  w hich  includes experts 
in  tra in in g , te lecom m un ica tions and 
real estate —  w il l  also be p u ttin g  to ­
gether packages fo r sm all- and m edi­
um-sized call centres.

In  each case, th e re ’s b o u n d  to  be 
some custom ization fo r interested call 
centres, said Calder.

In te rest in  b ring ing  a ca ll centre to 
P rince  George has been he igh tened  
s ince S tre a m  In te rn a t io n a l a lm o s t 
sealed a deal to  come to  the c ity  earlier

th is  year. A f te r  a 
deal appeared im ­
m in e n t a nd  la te r  
s ta l le d ,  S tre a m  
chose to  loca te  in  
Chilliwack.

C a ld e r sa id  the  
annua l p a y ro ll fo r 
Stream w ould have 
been $30 m illion .

T h e  re a s o n  fo r  
p u t t in g  to g e th e r  c . m „
d iffe re n t packages CALDER
is to ensure the d ty  doesn’t  leave a deal 
like  th a t on  the  tab le  because i t  was 
beaten o u t by another ju r isd ic tio n  fo r 
$150,000 o r less, he said.

W h ile  the  packages are being ham ­
mered out, the PGDC is taking part in  a 
Chicago ca ll-centre  trade  show  la te r

this month. Kathleen Laughlin from  the 
development corporation s ta ff and Lori 
Ta taryn , a deve lopm ent c o rpo ra tio n  
board member, w ill attend the show.

Linx B.C. w il l  also have a representa­
tive there. L inx was set up to  promote 
B.C. as an attractive location fo r high- 
end call centres. I t ’s funded by the B.C. 
government, Telus, and five B.C. com­
munities, includ ing Prince George.

Call centres provide tdephone support 
services —  usually to ll-free and round 
the d ock— from  anything from  comput­
er troubleshooting to banking and cata­
logue ordering. According to an industry 
profile by the federal government, there’s 
an estimated 60,000 to 70,000 call cen­
tres in the U.S. employing fou r m illion  
people. There were 6,000 to 14,000 call 
centres in Canada in 1997.

b y  SCOTT STANFIELD 
Citizen s ta f f

Council unan im ously  opposed th ird  
read ing  to a rezon ing  app lica tion  fo r 
a proposed snow  tube park  on C ran­
b rook H ill, fo llo w in g  a pub lic  hearing 
M o n d a y  w h ic h  a ttra c te d  a b o u t 75 
people.

The park, proposed fo r  the  end o f 
Massey D rive  by M aple  R idge o u tf it  
Lust Enterprises, was to  in d u d e  three 
tu b e  ru n s , a rope  to w  a nd  a sm a ll 
concession stand.

“ M y  f irs t in c lin a t io n  was th a t th is  
was a te rr if ic  idea,”  C ou n c illo r Gord 
Leighton said before the vote.

“ (B u t) the  p roponen t has chosen a 
poor location fo r this project.”

David Lust, w ho 
a lo n g  w i t h  w ife  
Monica planned to 
m o v e  to  P r in c e  
George to  develop 
th e  p a r k ,  s a id  
sn ow  tu b in g  is a 
grow ing recreation 
in  Eastern Canada 
and the U.S.

“ I t ’s fo r a ll ages,”  
• P M u m u  Lust said M onday.
LEIGHTON “ T ha t’s one o f the

biggest draws o f it.”
Residents, however, said they feared 

the  p a rk  w o u ld  d e s tro y  p a r t  o f  the  
green belt, decrease p rop e rty  values, 
increase the noise in  th e ir neighbour­
hood and increase the slope instab ility  
on the h ill under University Way.

“ I believe this is an issue o f respect fo r 
o u r environm ent, ou r neighbourhood 
and o u r w ay o f life ,”  said L o ri E lder, 
w ho  said she opposed rem oving trees 
o r charging admission to  use the park 
in  an area w hich  people already use for 
a variety o f recreational purposes.

“ I believe there’s a lo t a t stake,”  Elder 
said. “ I t ’s a serious issue. I  im plore you 
to say no to  th is rezoning.”

Lust said he was p lann ing  to charge 
$14 fo r  a d u lts  and  $8 fo r  c h ild re n , 
which was to include equipment rentals.

The c ity ’s developm ent services de­
p artm en t had recom m ended council 
app rove  th e  re z o n in g  a p p lic a t io n , 
subject to  an acceptable geo-techn i­
ca l re p o rt. A  p re lim in a ry  rev iew  by 
G eoN orth  E n g in e e rin g  sa id  n e ith e r 
c o n s tru c tio n  w o rk  fo r  the  p a rk  n o r 
the  rem ova l o f  trees in  the  areas o f 
the  proposed snow  tube runs w ou ld  
affect slope stab ility .

“ I f  th a t h il l  d id  come dow n where is 
the  l ia b il i ty ? ”  N e h rin g  Avenue res i­
den t H a ro ld  D em etzer said. “ W ho is 
responsible? This is a serious concern 
fo r  a ll o f  you  (co u n c il and c ity  o f f i ­
cials) and a ll o f us.”

He also said he was “ surprised and 
shocked”  a t the  la ck  o f  a m a rke tin g  
plan in  tifo proposal.

D em e tze r had p re v io u s ly  w r it te n  
council his concerns about stab ility  o f 
the h ill, w hich  he said was a costly issue 
when the university was bu ilt there.
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