
Province
The Prince George Citizen -  Tuesday, October 30, 2001 -  7

Next week’s lumber talks crucial: de Jong
VANCOUVER (CP) —  The next tw o  or three  

w eeks w ill be crucial as talks to settle the Canada- 
U.S. so ftw ood  lum ber trade d ispute again  stall, 
B.C. Forests Minister Mike de Jong said Monday.

The discussions have reached som eth ing close  
to an im passe over A m erican in sisten ce  th at a 
large percentage o f  Canadian publicly ow ned tim ­
ber be sold at open auctions, he said.

De Jong said he hopes intervention by former 
M ontana governor Marc Racicot, the new  White 
H ouse-appointed envoy in the dispute, w ill help  
break the logjam before a one-tw o punch o f  coun­
tervailing and anti-dumping duties further devas­
tates the Canadian industry.

“I think the next tw o or three w eeks are going  
to be instrumental in determining w hether or not 
the basis for an agreem ent can be found,” de Jong

said after a three-hour m eeting w ith  2 5 0  forest 
industry executives, civic leaders from forest-de­
pendent com m unities and environm entalists.

The Canadian governm ent, along w ith  delega­
tions from lumber-producing provinces, has been  
hold in g  d iscu ssion s w ith  U.S. trade offic ia ls to 
find a perm anent solution to the dispute that has 
triggered four countervail actions against Canadi­
an lum ber in the last 20  years.

American producers claim  Canadian softw ood  
exp orts are sub sid ized  through  low  provincial 
stumpage fees —  the royalty charged for logging  
Crown timber. The provinces have steadfastly d e­
nied the accusation but de Jong introduced pro­
p osa ls earlier th is m on th  to  address U .S. co n ­
cerns, including what he characterizes as a more 
m arket-sensitive stumpage system.

However, de Jong said the Americans insist that 
U.S.-style auctions be used as the main price-set­
ting m echanism  for Crown timber.

“They remain preoccupied w ith  the notion  o f  
timber auctions at a level I think is wholly unreal­
istic,” said d e Jong.

A b o u t s ix  p er  c e n t  o f  B .C . C row n  t im b e r  
n o w  is a u c t io n e d  an d  d e  J o n g  h a s  s a id  it  
cou ld  grow  to 13 per cent. Both  th e  B.C. go v ­
e r n m e n t an d  th e  p r o v in c e ’s fo res t  in d u str y  
h ave rejected  the id ea  o f  com m ittin g  m ost o f  
th e  w ood  to auctions.

Racicot could provide “a fresh set o f eyes and  
ea r s” in th e  d isp u te , d e Jon g  sa id , ad d in g  he  
hopes to m eet with Racicot later this w eek to out­
line the proposed B.C. policy changes.

B.C. lum ber accounts for about half the so ft­

w ood exports to the United States, w orth about 
$10 m illion last year.

A 19.3 per cent countervailing duty imposed on  
C anadian lum ber in A ugust has forced m ills to  
close, thrown thousands out o f work and dented 
the balance sheets o f m any forest companies.

The industry is bracing for another blow this week  
with the expected imposition of an anti-dumping du­
ty based on allegations Canadian lumber is being 
sold in the U.S. market at below Canadian prices or 
production costs. The announcement was postponed 
last m onth and Ottawa has asked for a further 30- 
day delay, but de Jong said he’s not optimistic.

“I have seen no evidence thus far that the (U.S.) 
administration will stand up to the industry coali­
tion w hich is calling for that preliminary determi­
nation this week,” he said.

NDP demands Liberals 
hold economic summit A n n o u n ce m e n t

VANCOUVER (CP) —  The British  
Columbia governm ent should convene 
an econom ic sum m it involving m any  
seg m e n ts  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  to  d ea l 
w ith  the province’s problems, NDP Op­
p o s it io n  L eader Jo y  M acP h ail sa id  
Monday.

MacPhail and Jenny Kwan, the only  
o th er  NDP MLA, ca lled  for Prem ier  
Gordon Campbell and the Liberal gov­
ernm ent to organize the sum m it and  
invite business, labour, academic, abo­
riginal and com m unity leaders to ad­
v ise  th e  governm en t on h ow  to  d ea l 
with the struggling economy.

MacPhail told reporters that “now  is 
not the time to cast blam e or point fin­
gers,” but she lashed the governm ent 
for its “reckless” tax cuts that she said 
w ere partly responsible.

“C learly, the fiscal situ ation  o f  our 
p r o v in c e  is  s e r io u s  an d  h a s  b e e n  
brought about th e  prem ier’s reckless  
tax cuts,” she said.

T he B.C. econom y is reeling from  a 
forest-in d u stry  slu m p, partly d u e  to

MacPHAIL COLLINS
s tiff U .S. d uties on  so ftw ood  lum ber, 
and reduced tourism revenue. Housing  
starts have declined and once buoyant 
consum er confidence is deflating.

M acPhail acknow ledged  British Co­
lum bia w as not alone in experiencing  
fiscal and econom ic problem s, w hich  
she said w ere exacerbated, not caused, 
by the terrorist attacks Sept. 11 in N ew  
York and Washington.

A  $ 2 -b illio n  d efic it is forecast th is  
year but the Liberals have promised to 
balance the budget within three years.

Finance Minister Gary Collins reject­
ed the sum m it idea.

“(A legislature com m ittee) is touring 
th e provin ce right n ow  and m eetin g  
w ith  labour, socia l ad vocacy groups, 
industry and environm ental groups,” 
said Collins.

“W e’re always looking for good ideas 
but I don’t think at this point w e’re go­
ing to se t aside th e  p lanning process 
for the budget and have a summit with  
the NDP.”

Last w eek , a rally organized by the 
B.C. F e d e ra tio n  o f  L abour a lso  e x ­
p ressed  con cern  ab ou t th e  L iberals’ 
econom ic plans, w hich  include cuts to 
m ost ministries o f  betw een 20 per cent 
and 50  per cent.

F ed era tion  p res id en t Jim  S in cla ir  
said then  the Liberals’ 25  per cent tax 
cut given to all British Columbians last 
June has not stim ulated  the econom y  
and com ing budget cuts threaten fami­
lies and com m unities.

M acP h a il s u g g e s te d  th e  L ib erals  
m ight have to rethink the tax cuts.

D r .  A v i e  P a n a r  h a s  r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  
D r .  A n d r e w  T k a c h u k  i n  t h e  F o o t h i l l s  
S h o p p i n g  C e n t r e  a t  4 1 7 4  - 1 5 t h  A v e .  

F o r  S a t u r d a y  a p p o i n t m e n t s  c a l l  5 6 3 - 4 8 6 7 .  1

A n t h r a x  h o a x  a r r e s t  m a d e  

a f t e r  a i r l i n e  f l i g h t s  d e l a y e d

VANCOUVER (CP) —  Police in  India have arrested a D elhi-based p ilot in an  
anthrax hoax th at delayed passengers and flights at V ancouver International 
A irport on  Oct. 22 , RCMP said M onday.

Police at the airport detained  and questioned  another m an, w ho w as trav­
e llin g  to V ancouver from India, after a C anada C ustom s check  revealed  an  
en velop e in his possession  con ta in in g  a susp iciou s w h ite  powder.

T he in vestiga tion  has sin ce  d eterm in ed  th at th e  m an  taken  in to  cu stod y  
here w as “an unw itting  participant” or victim  in th e  h oax, RCMP said M on­
day.

T he traveller carried  an en ve lop e  th at had “anthrax” w ritten  on  th e  o u t­
sid e, but the w hite pow er in sid e w as harm less talcum  power, not th e p oten ­
tially  deadly d isease-carrying spore that has killed three p eop le in the United  
S tates, police said.

“This (en velop e) w as put in to his effects, unb ek n ow nst to h im ,” said RCMP 
C onst. Peter T hiessen.

“The joke w as actually in tended  to be p layed on a third party. He w as the 
in term ediary.”

RCMP said th ey  w orked w ith  Interpol and D elhi p o lice  to trace the en v e­
lop e and th e source o f  the hoax to India, to the pilot.

D elhi police arrested the 22-year-old  m an last W ednesday.
He appeared in Karkardooma court th e fo llow ing day charged under S ec­

tion  50 5  o f  the Indian Penal C ode —  spreading false rum our and disturbing  
p ublic tranquility.

On Oct. 22 , hundreds o f  passengers on  10 flights from Europe and th e U nit­
ed  S tates w a ited  in their p lan es or in a V ancouver airport hold in g area for 
m ore than three hours before passing through  custom s.

To date, there have been no confirm ed cases in Canada o f  peop le getting  ill 
from  anthrax deliberately sen t through th e  m ail.

Even experts  
can use professional advice.

T h e  T D  M a n a g e d  A s s e t s  P r o g r a m :
W e  d e l i v e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  m a n a g e d  p o r t f o l i o s .
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P r o fe ss io n a lly  m a n a g e d .  

O n g o in g  p o r t fo lio  tra ck in g . 

W id e r a n g e  o f  fu n d s .
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Take a seat. Call the number.

1 - 8 0 0 - 2 8 5 - 5 5 4 7

w w w .tdcanada tru s t.com

T h e  T D  M a n a g e d  A s s e t s  

P r o g r a m +® (T D  M A P * ) ,  a  

p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  m a n a g e d  

p o r t f o l i o  o f  m u t u a l  f u n d s  

s e l e c t e d  t o  m e e t  y o u r  n e e d s .

U s i n g  o u r  s p e c i a l  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  w e  p e r s o n a l ly  

r e v i e w  y o u r  i n v e s t m e n t  

g o a l s ,  f i n a n c i a l  o b j e c t i v e s  

a n d  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  risk . N e x t ,  

w e  r e c o m m e n d  a  p o r t f o l i o  

c o n t a i n i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  

l e a d i n g  f u n d s .
O u r  t e a m  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

m a n a g e r s  m o n i t o r ,  r e v i e w  

a n d  r e - b a la n c e  t h e  p o r t f o l io .

T h a t ' s  h o w  w e  k e e p  y o u r  

i n v e s t m e n t s  o n  t r a c k .

It's  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  

v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n v e s t i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e .

W it h  T D  M A P , t h e r e ' s  n o  

g u e s s w o r k  o v e r  w h i c h  f u n d s  

t o  b u y  a n d  n o  e f f o r t  s p e n t  

t r a c k i n g  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  

o f  a  w i d e  a r r a y  o f  in d iv id u a l  

f u n d s .  P lu s  y o u  g e t  

in d iv id u a l i z e d  r e p o r t s .

T o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  

T D  M A P  s im p ly  c a l l u s  n o w ,  

o r  d r o p  i n t o  y o u r  n e a r e s t  

T D  C a n a d a  T r u s t  b r a n c h .

TD M u t u a l  F u n d s

A v a ila b le  th ro u g h  TD  C an a d a  T ru s t b ra n ch e s  o r TD  W a te rh o u s e  and  o th e r  in d e p e n d e n t b ro k e rs .

ESI Canada T rust m WATERHOUSE" '*

tTD  Mutual Funds and TD Managed Assets Program are offered by TD Asset Management Inc. ("TDAM”), 
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and are not guaranteed by The Toronto-Dominion Bank. t tT D  Waterhouse Investor Services (Canada) Inc. 
(“TD Waterhouse”) is a subsidiary of TD Waterhouse Group, Inc., a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. 
TD Waterhouse -  Member CIPF. "Trade-mark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank, TDAM is a licensed user.
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