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The young k ille r  w ha le  hang ing out a lone  in  Puget Sound 
is a ctua lly  in  pretty good shape, 10 days o f  m on ito ring  have 
determ ined.

H e r so lita ry  state is not the norm , but she is eating and  ac
t iv e  and  “ n o t g iv in g  any  in d ic a t io n  th a t in te rv e n t io n  is 
ca lled  for,” spokesm an B rian  G o rm an  w ith  the Na tiona l M a 
rine  Fisheries Serv ice  said Monday.

She’s one o f  two young w ha les in  the reg ion  that have b e 
com e separated from  th e ir  fam ily  g roups, o r  pods, and fo r 
m onths have m anaged on th e ir  ow n —  un ique  in the expe
rience o f  sc ientists w ho have stud ied residen t Northw est or- 
cas for the past quarter century.

“ If n o th ing  else w e ’ll lea rn  a great deal m ore about k ille r- 
w ha le  behav iou r from  a ll th is,” G o rm an  said.

T h e  y o u n g  fe m a le  w as f ir s t  sp o tte d  Ja n . 14 n e a r  the  
Vashon  Island fe rry  dock in  the m idd le  o f Puget Sound near 
Seattle . In it ia lly  there w ere concerns tha t she was in  p o o r 
hea lth  —  she sm ells like  pa in t th inner, w h ich  ind icates she ’s 
d igesting  he r ow n  fat and m igh t not be eating  enough. She 
a lso  has a s lo u g h in g  sk in  a ilm e n t com m o n  to the spec ies 
dubbed  “k il le r  w ha le  pox.”

The  fee ling  then  w as that “w e  had no cho ice  bu t to let he r 
d ie  o r  put her in  an aquarium ,” G o rm an  said. “And  w e ce r
ta in ly  had aquarium s that had  the resources to com e and do  
som eth ing  fo r th is calf.”

Bu t w hen scientists learned more, the sense o f  cris is faded. 
D a ily  m o n ito r in g  has determ ined  her con d it ion  is not get

tin g  worse, though  it ’s not yet know n w he the r she’s getting 
better. O ver the weekend, scientists fin a lly  ob ta ined  sam ples 
o f  he r re sp ira to ry  gases. A na lys is  w ill take ano ther week.

B u l l y i n g  l e d  t o  s u i c i d e

T e e n  f o u n d  g u i l t y  i n  d e a t h  o f  f e l l o w  t e e n

So u th am  photo

Cindy Wesley, mother of 14-year-old Dawn- 
Marie Wesley, arrives at the courthouse in 
A bbotsford for th e  tr ia l of tw o te e n s  
accused of criminal harassment which led 
to Dawn-Marie committing suicide.

V A N C O U V E R  (CP ) —  W hen  the land m a rk  
c r im in a l tr ia l o f  tw o  16-year-o ld g ir ls  ended  
M o n d ay  w ith  a g u ilty  ve rd ic t, ano the r nam e 
w as added  to  the  sad saga o f  teen b u lly in g  
that has led to m u rder and su icide.

To the nam es Reena V irk , f la m e d  N astoh  
and m any others, D aw n -M a rie  Wesley, 14, is 
now  added.

D a w n -M a rie  hanged  he rse lf. H e r  tw o  fo r 
m e r f r ie n d s  w e re  cha rg ed  a f te r  th e y  w e e  
nam ed in  the su ic id e  note she le ft beh ind  in  
N ovem ber 2000.

Th e  case, w h ic h  cen tred  o n  b u lly in g , w as 
the first tim e the prov ince has b rough t s choo l
g ir ls  in to  c o u rt  a fte r  a su ic id e  to  face such  
charges.

A  y o u th  c o u r t  ju d g e  fo u n d  o n e  o f  th e m  
g u ilty  o f c r im in a l harassm ent. The  o the r w as 
a cq u it te d  o f  u t te r in g  th re a ts  f o l lo w in g  an 
e m o t io n a l t r ia l a tte n ded  by D a w n -M a r ie ’s 
m o th e r  a n d  th e  m o th e rs  o f  th e  tw o  g ir ls  
charged.

D u r in g  the  t r ia l in  a F ra se r  V a lle y  c o u r t 
room , the harsh re a lity  o f teen co ld-hearted- 
ness, w here bu lly in g  and threats sharp ly con 
trast w ith  the id y llic  and perhaps non-existent 
days o f adolescent innocence, was on display.

Youth  cou rt Judge J il l Roun rhw a ite  ind ica t
ed there  w as no  doub ting  the th reats o f  one 
teen were m eant to in tim idate  Wesley, but fe lt 
the  C ro w n  fa ile d  to prove beyond  a re aso n 
ab le doubt the threats were m ade by a second 
teenaged girl

A  spokesm an  fo r the A tto rn e y  G en e ra l in

V ic to r ia  said under the Young O ffende rs Act, 
the m a x im u m  sentence fo r  c r im in a l h a rass
m ent is s ix  m onths in  cu stody  o r  24  m onths 
probation .

Testim ony du ring  the tr ia l focused on a se
rie s  o f  in c id e n ts  w he re  the  tw o  g ir ls , a nd  a 
th ird  teen to be tried at a later date, repeatedly 
taunted the v ic tim  before she hanged herself.

“ It’s un fortunate  that m y daughter has to be 
in  the m idd le  o f  a ll th is ,” C in d y  W es ley  sa id  
after the ve rd ic t. “ I w ish  th a t m y fam ily , m y  
com m unity, m y p rov ince and my cou n try  d id 
n ’t have to dea l w ith  th is. Bu t w e do.”

Daw n-M arie  k illed  herse lf in  Novem ber 2000 
shortly after speaking on the phone w ith  friends 
who accused her o f spreading false rumours.

“N ow  tha t w e  have the ju d ic ia l system  ac
k n o w le d g in g  tha t w h a t ’s go ing  on  w ith  o u r 
you th  today is w rong , I th in k  w e ’re go ing  to 
move fo rw ard  on  th is," sa id  Wesley.

A fte r  the  ve rd ic t, W es ley  hugged  the  teen 
w ho was acqu itted.

“ It’s pretty em otional to me,” sobbed the teen. 
“ I w ish I cou ld  have changed w hat happened.”

Both accused cannot be nam ed unde r p ro v i
sions o f the Young O ffenders Act.

The  ju d ge  heard  the case a lone  in  A bbo ts 
ford, a c ity  abou t an h o u r ’s d rive  east o f  V an
couver.

N a s im a  N astoh , w h o  lo s t he r son H a m e d  
w hen  the  14-year-o ld  c o m m itte d  su ic id e  by 
jum p ing  from  a bridge a fter be ing b u llied  and  
teased, was pleased w ith  the verdict.

“Justice  has been served,” said Nastoh.

V ic t o r ia  d o c t o r s  s e t  to  c a n c e l  e le c t iv e  s u r g e r y
b y  B A R B A R A  M c l. I N T O C K  

S o u t h a m  N e w s p a p e r s
A l l  e le c t iv e  su rg e ry  in  G re a te r  V ic to r ia  w i l l  

com e  to a h a lt  nex t M o n d a y  i f  the  gove rnm en t 
doesn ’t back  o f f  its p lan to cancel b ind ing  a rb itra 
tion , the c ap ita l c ity ’s surgeons announced yester
day.

Spokesm en fo r the approx im ate ly  70 surgeons 
practis ing  in  V ic to r ia  said they’ ll im m ed ia te ly  fo l
low  the lead o f anesthetists and perfo rm  surgery  
evenings, ove rn igh t and w eekends on ly  if  neces
sa ry  to save som eone ’s life  o r  lim b.

But P rem ie r G o rdon  Cam pbe ll said he s ill d oes

n ’t b e lie v e  the  d o c to rs  w i l l  fo llo w  th ro u g h  on 
th e ir  th reat to shu t dow n  a ll e lective surgeries —  
u p w a rd s  o f  100 p ro c e d u re s  a d a y  in  V ic to r ia  
a lone.

H e a lt h  P la n n in g  M in is t e r  S in d i  H a w k in s ,  
though, adm itted the jo b  action cou ld  m ean sub 
s tan tia l increases in  w a itin g  lists fo r those aw a it
ing  th e ir  turns for e lective  surgeries.

“ In the  sh o rt te rm , it does cau se  som e  c h a l
lenges,” sa id  H aw k in s w ho  said the p rov ince  has 
been ta lk ing  to reg iona l hea lth au tho ritie s to en
sure tha t essentia l leve ls o f  care are m a in ta ined.

Bo th  H aw k in s  and Cam pbe ll stressed that they

w an t to w o rk  in  co-operation  w ith  the B .C. M e d 
ica l A ssoc ia tion  to de te rm ine  how  best to a llocate 
$392  m ill io n  in  new  m oney  w h ich  has been set 
aside  fo r increases to com pensa tion  fo r doctors, 
and also w ha t sort o f a d ispute  reso lu tion  m echa
n ism  shou ld  be in  p lace fo r the future.

“The  gove rnm en t is say ing  the d o o r is open ,” 
said Haw kins.

C a m p b e ll sa id  he be lieves docto rs  w ill,  in  the 
end, do w ha t ’s best for th e ir  patients, not p o lit ica l 
action.

“ I w ou ld  hope that they w ou ld  reconsider," said 
the prem ier.

“O u r p lan is to w ork  w ith  the doctors.”
C am pbe ll said he still believes that m any o f the 

p ro v in c e ’s d o c to rs  s t i l l  d o n ’ t u n d e rs ta n d  h o w  
m uch  m oney the governm ent has put fo rw a rd  for 
docto rs ’ com pensation  increases.

Bu t su rgeon s ’ spokesm an Dr. M ich a e l S tanger 
(cct) sa id  the do cto rs ’ b iggest c om p la in t d o esn ’t 
deal w ith  money but w ith  the governm ent’s aban
donm ent o f what appeared to be a b ind ing process.

H e w arned  tha t doctors are so upset tha t m any 
are th in k ing  o f leav ing  B.C. a ltogether, som eth ing  
th a t  w o u ld  cause  even  la rg e r  p ro b le m s  to  the  
hea lth  care system.

V e r d i c t  i n  c h i l d  p o r n  

c a s e  e x p e c t e d  t o d a y
V A N C O U V E R  (C P ) —  A  B .C . ju d g e  w i l l  ru le  to d a y  on 

w h e th e r  to con v ic t a m an w h o  cha llenged  C a n a d a ’s ch ild  
p o rn o g ra p h y  la w s  and  p ro m p ted  the  S u p rem e  C o u r t  o f 
C anada  to con c lu d e  w o rk  w ith  a rt is t ic  m e r it  co u ld  be e x 
em pted from  the law.

Jo h n  R ob in  Sharpe  faces charges re la ting  to a co lle c t io n  
o f  s to rie s  he w ro te  d e p ic t in g  sex b e tw een  c h ild r e n  and  
adu lts.

The  latest tria l, w h ich  took p lace ea rlier th is  year, tu rned  
on  w he the r Sh a rp e ’s w rit in g s  had any a rt is t ic  m e r it  as d e 
te rm ined  by the h igh  court.

The  Suprem e C o u rt ru led  last year that it w as fine  to pos
sess photographs dep icting  youths invo lved in  sexua l a ct iv i
ty, p rov ided  that a ctiv ity  w as law fu l and the p ic tu res were 
c reated for p riva te  use and w ith  the consent o f  peop le  in 
vo lved.

The cou rt a lso  no ted  that v isua ls h ig h lig h tin g  the sexual 
d ep ict ion  o f  g en ita lia  or the anus o f som eone un de r the age 
o f  18 w ou ld  be considered  ch ild  porn.

B u t  S h a r p e ’s la w y e r  P a u l B u r s t e in  a rg u e d  in  B .C . 
Suprem e C ourt in  Janua ry  that the h igh  cou rt a lso  con c lud 
ed w orks w ith  the characteris tic o f  a rtistic va lue , “how ever 
sm a ll,” cou ld  be defended.

A cco rd ing  to tw o  professors tha t testified fo r the defence, 
Sharpe  has done that, Burste in argued.

Sharpe  has been the p ivo ta l charac te r in  the ch ild  po rn  
debate. It w as h is case that prom pted the Suprem e C ourt o f 
C anada  to issue its ru lin g  last year.

In 1999, Sharpe argued on h is ow n beha lf tha t Canada ’s 
c h ild  po rnog raphy  law  contravened freedom  o f  speech p ro 
v is ions in  the Cha rte r o f Rights.

Justice  Duncan Shaw, o f the B .C. Suprem e Cou rt, agreed, 
as d id  the B.C. C o u rt o f Appeal.

A rm e d  w ith  the  Su p rem e  C o u r t ’s g u id a n ce  on  a r t is t ic  
m erit, Shaw  m ust now  decide  w hether Sharpe  is g u ilty  o f 
the o rig in a l charges.

Woman killed while skydiving
K E L O W N A  (C P ) —  A  w orld -c la ss  skyd ive r d ie d  Sunday  

w hen she appealed to land im properly at the a irport in  Vernon.
It appea red  the fem a le  sk y d ive r  tw is ted  he r  p a rachu te  

lines lo w  to the g round  and lost con tro l, said Coyne  Loise lle , 
opera tor o f O kanagan  Skyd ive  Centre  in Vernon. The  harsh 
im pact on  the g round  apparently  took her life.

The  w om an  w as an experienced skydiver, w ith  m ore than 
4 ,000  jum ps to he r cred it, and was w e ll know n in  lo ca l sky
d iv in g  c ircles, said Lo ise lle .

“She co n tr ib u ted  a lo t to sk yd iv in g  her w ho le  life ,” said 
Lo ise lle . “She had a w o r ld  record in  skyd iv ing .”

The  Ke low na  w o m an ’s nam e is be ing  w ith h e ld  u n til her 
next o f  k in  can be notified .

H e sa id  the v ic tim  w as using a h igh -perfo rm ance canopy 
on a rou tine  skydive w ith  three others. The equ ipm ent and 
w eather cond ition s w ere fine.

“It w as a freak acc ident,” said Loiselle.
The  w om an ’s chu te  opened  properly, he sa id , but it a p 

peared she tried  to tu rn  close to the ground  and landed  too 
hard at a bad angle.
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Purchase

Now, there’s nothing 
standing between you and 
the Accord you deserve.
Example, the Accord Sedan SE featuring more 
than 50 high-quality standard Accord features 
plus these exclusive SE luxury extras...
► Power Glass Moonroof with Shade
► Aluminum Alloy Wheels ► Keyless Remote 
Entry & Security System ► Heated Front Seats
► AM/FM Stereo with CD Player & Cassette 
with Anti-Theft

Exceptional style and value.

► LeatherWrapped 
Steering Wheel
► Wood-Print Trim
► Plush Carpeted 
Floor Mats

Discover the Honda d ifference.
Not all ca rs  a re  c rea te d  eq u a l.
Your H onda is  en g in e ere d  to:

be tigh t an d  ra ttle  free for y ea rs
d ep rec ia te  slowly
deliver h ig h 're sa le  value
be econom ical to  d riv e  an d  m ain ta in

Many cars a re  built to  a  price. H ondas are built 
lo a s ta n d a rd  th a t  lea d s  th e  Way.

TRULY OUTSTANDING

Accord Sedan SE 
Model CG5672FShown

$ 2 6 , 6 5 0

S E  D e l i v e r s

$ 2 , 0 9 0
V

V a lu e  P r ic e  
A d v a n t a g e

Lease Per Month
O.A.C.

Pi ices include Freight & P.D.I. Taxes extra

you'll find benchmark Accord value hero:

H o n d a  N o r t h
1 0 5  B r u n s w i c k  S t .  d l  #0330

w w w . i n f o @ h o n d a n o r t h . c a

BRITISH COLUM BIA
www.behondai.

Lease and finance offers are from Honda Canada ; inance Inc on approved credit ‘Based on a 2002 Accord Sedan SE model CG5672F Lease for 48 months at $387 per month with 96.000 km allowance (12c/km exceeding 
allowance), $0 down payment or equivalent trade acceptable to dealer ($0 dowir on approved credit Irom Honda Canada Finance Inc i Total lease payment ot $21.454 42 includes treight & PDI ot $850 and taxes. Option to 
purchase at lease end lor $12,642.00 plus taxes */V/00tters end March 31,2002 tTo a maximum ot $500 ABased on retail value ot Genuine Honda Accessories versus Accord Sedan LX. model GG5642P ISee full report at 
www.intellichoice.com . See dealer lor details. 404437
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