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Kelly Road teachers threatened
b y  P A U L S T R IC K L A N D  

C it iz e n  s ta f f
A  few  teachers at K e lly  Road sec

ondary school have received  w ritten  
threats o f bod ily harm  from  students, 
the p rincip al said Thursday.

“Accord ing  to d istrict po licy, w hen 
there is a th reat o f a serious nature to 
a student o r sta ff m em ber, the police 
are  in vo lve d  and th e  S tu d en t C on
d u ct R e v ie w  C o m m ittee is also  in 
vo lved,”  Sharon Cairns said.

C a irns said  she cou ld  not confirm  
how  m any w ritten  th reats had been 
received  by teachers and how  m any 
students w ere involved.

Asked if  the students had been sus
pended pending an investigation, she 
said  she w as no t at lib e rty  to com 

m ent. K erry  F irth , Schoo l D istrict 57 
assistant superintendent, also said he 
co u ld  no t com m ent sp e c ific a lly  on 
the reported incidents at K e lly  Road, 
but on ly about general po licy regard
ing threats.

If  a th reat is deemed to be serious, 
“we w ou ld  proceed in  a certa in  m an
ner, and part o f that w ou ld  be some 
contact w ith  the RC M P, and part o f 
that w ou ld  be a re fe rra l to  the S tu 
den t C o nduct R e v ie w  C o m m ittee ,” 
F irth  said.

“ Both o f those groups w ould be in 
volved.”

C aro lyn  Row land, president o f the 
Prince George D istrict Teachers’ Asso
ciation , said  that, to her know ledge, 
there had been th ree sep arate in c i

dents o f teachers being threatened by 
students.

“The students have been dealt w ith  
a cco rd in g  to  th e  p ro cesses pu t in  
p lace  by the ad m in is tra tio n  o f the 
sch o o l and th e  d is tr ic t ,”  she sa id . 
“ T h rea ts ag a in st teachers have o c
c u rre d  in  th e  past .  I t ’s u n u s u a l, 
th o u g h , to  h a v e  so m a n y  at  one  
schoo l o ver such a sh o rt p e rio d  o f 
tim e,” Row land said.

“ It  is, as you can im agine, ve ry  trau 
m atic fo r the teachers in vo lved , and 
u n settlin g , to  say the le a st, fo r the 
w hole staff.

“ Due to the w orld  w e live  in , each 
threat needs to be fu lly  investigated,” 
she said . “ No one can a ffo rd  to as
sum e a th reat w on ’t be ca rried  out.

It ’s un fo rtunate that threats happen 
a t r.ll —  it ’s d evasta tin g  if  th e y are 
e v e r fo llo w e d  th ro u g h ,”  R o w lan d  
said.

“ I t ’s im p o rtan t th a t, if  a th re a t is 
m ade, the em ployer responds sw iftly, 
ca lls the RC M P if  w arranted and un
dertakes a thorough in vestig a tio n ,”  
she added.

D is c ip lin a ry  a ctio n  can  v a ry  d e
pending on the offence —  from  calls 
hom e to parents to extended suspen
sions, she said. “Offences o f a serious 
nature can (and I believe should ) be 
referred to the d istrict’s Student Con
d u ct R e v ie w  C o m m ittee w h ich  re 
v ie w s  the in c id e n t and d e term in es 
the d iscip line to be taken ,” Row land 
said.
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Special prosecutor reviews allegations
b y  K A R EN  K W AN  

C it iz e n  S ta ff
A  special prosecutor is review ing  a series o f 

crim in a l a llegations against a p ro vincia l court 
judge involving incidents in Prince George.

R C M P are investigating  the accusations and 
have forw arded a report to the A ttorney G ener
a l’s crim inal justice branch, detailing  the allega
tio n s, bu t no charges have been la id , ju s tice  
branch spokesperson Brian  Rendell said Thurs
day.

N either the attorney general’s m in istry nor the 
RC M P released details o f the allegations and the 
judge was not identified.

No one w ith  the province’s ju d ic ia l council re
turned calls Thursday to c la rify  the judge’s cur
rent status.

Const. M ike H erchuk said Prince George RCM P 
began its probe m ore than a year ago, and the in 
vestigation is not over yet.

“This is a huge investigation,”  he said.
Accusations have been m ade by a num ber o f 

com plainants against a m ale, H erchuk said, but 
police don’t know w hether there could be m ore 
alleged victim s.

“W e ju st don’t know  how  deep that’s going to 
go,”  he said.

Although he w ouldn’t disclose details o f the a l
le g a tio n s , he d id  say th e y  in v o lv e  o ffen ces 
against people ra th e r than p roperty crim es or 
fraud, and are alleged to have occurred in Prince 
George.

“Any tim e you have a crim inal investigation in
vo lving offences against the person and a special 
p ro secu to r is in vo lve d  it w o u ld  in d ica te  the

charges are serious," Herchuk said.
“There is no threat to public safety. W e know 

the id en tity and the whereabouts o f the person 
alleged to be involved,”  he added.

Dennis M urray, a senior crim inal law yer from  
V ictoria, has been appointed special prosecutor.

M urray w ill o ffer legal advice to police if  nec
essary during any fu rther investigation and w ill 
determ ine w hether to lay charges.

The assistant deputy attorney general appoints 
special prosecutors in cases w here there m ight 
be a public perception o f im proper influence.

“This is the on ly case invo lving  a judge I can 
think o f righ t now, but there m ay be others. Ap
pointing a special prosecutor is re la tive ly rare. It 
happens a couple o f tim es a year, perhaps,”  said 
Rendell o f the crim inal justice branch.

Jo n  Sw ainger, who teaches crim inal history at 
the U n iversity o f N orthern B.C ., said the allega
tions could raise a num ber o f concerns.

If  the allegations invo lve the judge in  an o ffi
cial capacity it could bring the adm inistration o f 
justice into disrepute, he said.

On the other hand, any w rongdoing outside o f 
the job could reflect on how  carefu lly judges are 
screened before they’re appointed.

“ In  b o th  in stan ces it ’s tro u b lin g ,”  he sa id . 
Sw ainger po inted out the pub lic tends to hold 
the ju d ic ia ry  to a higher level o f accoun tab ility 
and any m isconduct could create a m istrust o f 
the system , he said.

“O bviously the im pression is problem atic, but 
w e’ve got to be carefol o f m easuring the entirety 
o f the system  by the (w rongdoing) o f a single in 
d ividual,”  Sw ainger cautioned.

Premier admits to  'm istakes’ a t helm

it ’s  n o t  a b o u t  t h e  m o n e y . . .  

it ’s  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e  m o n e y  

c a n  d o . , ,  t e ll u s  y o u r  

d r e a m s  a n d  g o a ls  a n d  

w e ’ll h e lp  y o u  g e t  t h e r e ,

b r in g  y o u r  
m o n e y  to  l i fe ! Isabel Fleck
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Cariboo train makes last run
b y  PA U L S T R IC K L A N D  

C it iz e n  s ta ff
! Prince George fe lt the disappearing
fa ilw ay  blues Thursday, to paraphrase 
A rlo  G uthrie’s C ity o f New  Orleans.

U nd er high fog and dim  pre-dawn 
ligh t, the last Cariboo Prospector, the 
[B.C. R a il passenger train , left from  the 
term inal in the BC R  Industrial Site at 7 
[a.m. w ith  72 passengers.
■ Station  personnel said more passen
gers w ou ld  be picked up at Q uesnei, 
W illiam s Lake and other centres, and 
jthe tw o Budd cars w ould be fu ll by the 
ifn e th e  tra in  reached  L illo o e t. B u t 
ore cars would be added on there for’Pp>

the trip  to North Vancouver, where the 
train was expected to arrive around 10 
p.m. Thursday.

D ave Jo h n so n , a d ire c to r o f Rail-  
A m erica  Tours, w as in  charge o f 23 
U .S. tourists who were among the pas
sengers in the front Budd car. He said 
they w ere railw ay enthusiasts who had 
specifically travelled  to Prince George 
to take the trip  on the la st C ariboo  
Prospector.

A t 6:55 a.m . the m etal platform s for 
passengers to step on the tra in  w ere 
pulled up for the last tim e as conduc
tors called out, “A ll aboard!”

Cam eras flashed both inside the train

and on the platform  as people sought 
to record the historic last departure.

As the tra in  started  to m ove out, a 
wom an w orking in  the still open bag
gage com partm ent said  ho pefu lly to 
well-w ishers on the platform , “W e’U be 
back! W e’ll be back!”

Sta tio n  personnel on the p latfo rm  
embraced and m any broke into tears as 
the tra in  m oved out past the platform  
on its last run.

Citizen photo by Dave Milne
Th e  la s t  p a s s e n g e rs  d is e m b a rk  
from th e  la s t  B .C . R a il passeng er 
tra in  to  a rrive  In P r in ce  George on 
W ednesday n ight. ____

S o u th a m  N e w sp a p e rs
Prem ier Gordon Cam pbell says his governm ent 

should have done more, earlier in  its m andate, to 
put B.C . on a stronger footing.

“Any tim e you’ve been at w ork for 16 months, 
yo u ’re bound to have m ade som e m istakes,” 
Cam pbell said yesterday. “ The c ritica l th ing  is 
that w e’re on track. W e’ve created 89,500 new

jobs this year.”
C am pbell w as respond ing to questions on a 

public opinion poll that shows his personal'popu
la rity  has dropped from  37 per cent in August to 
31 per cent now.

Support for the B.C . Liberals dropped from  48 
to 40 per cent in the M cIntyre & M ustel survey of 
500 people, conducted Oct. 10-23.

Police investigation 
targets court judge

CA N D Y C A P E R S  —  Teagan O lson, 2 , left, and cousin Bradley, 5 , prepare to se t out on 
their trick-and-treat m ission under the watchful eye of the ir m om s and a friend. Their 
yard on Fifth Avenue w as decked out with sk u lls , ske le to ns and spooky pum pkins.
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