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Two of the three mothballed fast ferries sit at the
Vencouver Trade and Convention Centre on Monday
u a an auctlion takes place Inside to get rid of them.

Auction is final
fast ferry chapter

by DIRK MEISSNER
Canadian Press

VANCOUVER An unknown North American buyer paid
$13 million US Monday for British Columbia’s three moth-

alled fast ferries, a fraction of the $450 million the vessels
cost to build.

+Seven bidders, including one from Dubai via the Internet,
participated in the auction, which took about 15 minutes to
cpmplete.

Vancouver’s Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers, which conducted
the bidding, refused to identify the successful bidder, but
sajid there were participants from Canada, the United
States, Singapore and China.

A spokesman for Crown-owned B.C. Ferries, which com-
missioned construction of the fast ferries at taxpayers’ ex-
pense, said the company needed to sell the vessels to move
forward with a new economic agenda.

“Our goal was to sell the fast ferries and that’s precisely
what’s been done,” said chief executive officer Doug Allen.

“It was important to us to bnng this to closure. We didn’t
have any price expectations.”

The buyer paid $4.5 million US for two fast ferries and $4
million US for the third vessel.

“Ritchie Bros. spokesman Randy Wall said the deal will
take 10 days to close.

'The buyers did not want to make an immediate public
statement, he said.

_Allen said the three fast ferries had a book value of $70
million Cdn before the auction.

The selling price at the current exchange rate is equiva-
lént to about $19.23 million Cdn.

British Columbia’s three aluminum-hulled fast ferries
were a huge failed megaproject that helped sink the former
New Democratic Party government.

The vessels, officially named Pacificats, were originally
projected to cost $210 million, but ended up costing more
than $450 million.

Coronary health improvement
meeting set for PGRH tonight

Citizen staff

People with health problems like heart disease, diabetes,
by-passes and high cholesterol may want to look into the
Coronary Health Improvement Project (CHIP) in Prince
George tonight.

The final information session about the program will be
held at 7 p.m. in Room 103 at Prince George Regional Hos-
pital for the CHIP spring program beginning March 31.

“Irena Lipovszky, program co-ordinator, said about 60 per
cent attend the program because they already have a health
problem, and others come because they have a family
member who has a disease.

+The program, which goes for 16 evenings, features videos
by Dr. Hans Diehl, program founder, cooking demonstra-
tions, skits and competitions among the groups, along with
discussions about diet, exercise, stress reduction, label read-
ing and more.

1 Those attending pay $210 for PGRH lab testing and
course materials like a workbook, manual and video.

The program is supported by the Seventh Day Adventist
Church which provides volunteers, library books, space to
hold the program, follow-up meetings and cookmg schools
at'the church for program alumni and the publxc

The course is on for two hours and 15 minutes Monday to
Thursday from March 31 to April 28 at the church, 4388
15th Ave.

About 80 people have attended the courses held spring
and fall since 2001.

For more information call Lipovszky at 564-8967 or e-
mail: Irenal@magnet.com

= Working ForLearnimg =

Host Families
Needed for 2003

SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 57
REQUIRES HOST FAMILIES FOR
SUMMER 2003
Several groups of international students
will be spending the months of either / or
July & August 2003 in Prince George. If
you or someone you know can offer a
warm, hospitable environment in your
home for three to four weeks during the
summer, please let us know as soon as
possible. Remuneration details and other
questions can be directed to Linda @
964-7157.
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Proposed Winter Olympic dates changed

VANCOUVER (CP) — To avoid a clash with the
Super Bowl and other major international events,
the Vancouver 2010 Bid Corp. has decided to
change the potential starting date of the 2010
Winter Olympic Games.

The Vancouver bid book had proposed the
Olympics begin Feb. 5, 2010, and end Feb. 21.

SFU hit by job action

by GLENN BOHN
CanWest News Service

VANCOUVER (CP) — Unionized clerical and support staff at Simon Fraser Uni-
versity walked off the job Monday to hold a noon-hour rally at the university’s
Burnaby Mountain campus.

Kathryn Aberle, the SFU media relations director who is speaking for manage-
ment, said one more negotiating meeting is scheduled for Wednesday.

But the Canadian Union of Public Employees, which served 72-hour strike no-
tice Fnday, has indicated it will start rotating pickets at different university build-
ings in the coming days.

A CUPE bulletin described Monday‘s work stoppage and rally as “the first job
action by this group, whose aim is to achieve a fair collective agreement. Other
actions aimed at disrupting work as usual on all campuses will be announced as
they are planned i

The union local, which represents about 750 people who work in offices, labs, li-
braries, gyms and other university services, has also announced an overtime ban.

Aberle has said a challenge both parties face is the edict by the B.C. govern-
ment Public Sector Employers’ Council that there be no wage increases for public
sector employees for three years.

Meanwhile, a labour-management dispute at the University of B.C. is heading
to mediation or arbitration if members of another CUPE local and UBC's board of
governors agree.

CUPE and UBC negotiators plan to use Mark Brown, who has already worked
as a mediator in the dispute which has led to union protests that have blocked
university entrance roads.

the

12 and conclude Feb. 28.
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women’s Mantles™
_ blouses, sweaters

& matte jersey

coordlnates

ed available in

By ToGo™, London Fog, Pacific Trail
and RET by Rainforest .
 young men's fashions
By Point Zern & Quick Reflex.
» men's Dockers® & Haggar®
cuffed twill pants

The new dates would see the Games open Feb.
“The reason for that is to ensure the market-
ing perlod is a clear period for the Games to be

staged in,” John Furlong, the bid corporation’s
president and chief operating officer, said

%ay more than you came for

Wednesday & Thursday
March 26" & 27"

Decorohnq For
A" Occasions
@ weddings ¥ seasonal displays

¥ parties ¥ dances

¥ store fronts ¥ grads
err s

Tel: 971-2266

CEH 614-9714
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Q d Professional R Group Inc.
Quality of Life Through Greter Understanding

Meet us at www.queenswoodgroup.org

Head First Heire Sudon
Jami & Sheera

Sormerly of the
Beehive would like

to-welcome all their

L$682v00

customers Lo thewr

new location

HEAD FIRST HAIR SALON

3817 W. AUSTIN, PRINCE GEORGE * 962-8012

NOW IN
STOCK

UNIFORMS

‘save 40%

 Baby's Own sleepwear
& layette
e [nfants' 2 pce. sets

save 20%

e all Safety Ist
nursery essentials

e all cribs & change
tables

save 15%
all EvenFlo car seats &
strollers

Getup to AN extra 9096 on clearance items! =
®m ticketed prices.
save an exira 50% saveanextrad0%  saveanextra30%  Reward yourself
» clearance-priced linens  men's & kids' clearance-priced = clearance-priced candles & 5
o clearance-priced men'’s, fashions & accessories decorative accessories with H.B.C.
women's * women's clearance-priced fashions » clearance-priced non-electrical &
& kids' shoes, boots & slippers By Mantles™, ToGo™, Style&Co’", Ala, housewares & china Rewards Points
* clearance-priced young men's &  Alia Sport, Evan Picone & Nygrd « women's clearance-priced designer
junior women's Global Mind® c“"?“”f‘ : fashions, outerwear & lingerie
fashions © men's & junior women's 3 "
« clearance-priced frames clearance-priced designer denim S]g‘] up now:
 clearance-priced women's handbags, wallets,
scarves, hats, belts, watches & jewellery

Selection will vary by store. Savings are off our regular prices, unless otherwise specified, Every day value-priced, just-reduced, designer value items, special buys, licensed departments & new arrivals are excluded.
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*Some exceptions apply. See in-store for details.
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EARN UP 10 50% MORE POINTS® WHEN YOU USE YOUR
HBC CREDIT CARD AND HBC REWARDS CARD TOGETHER
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