
2 foriEVERYDAY
S A V E R ’S  O P T IC A L  Co. Ltd.
300 Victoria Street - comer of 3rd & Victoria 563-5811

1 4  -  T h e  P rince  G eo rg e  C itizen  -  Tuesday, M a y  2 7 ,  2 0 0 3

C a n a d a

T o r o n t o  b a c k  o n  W H O  ‘ b l a c k l i s t ’

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
BYLAW No. 2106

Notice is hereby given that a public hearing into proposed 
Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2106 will be held:

7:30 pm 
Tuesday, June 3. 2003 

Columbus Community Centre 
7201 Domano Blvd.
Prince George, B.C.

The purpose of proposed Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 
2106 is to allow liquor sales in the form of an agency liquor 
store to operate from the existing Petro Canada gas station 
convenience store located at 11480 Carmel Drive in 
Beaverley. The parcel is legally described as Lot 1, District 
Lot 618, Cariboo District Plan 30644. This amendment is 
proposed on a site specific basis only and does not affect 
other parcels of land with the same zone. The owner is Day & 
Night Stores (1996) Ltd.

'At the public hearing, all those who deem their interest in 
land to be affected by proposed Bylaw No. 2106 shall be 
afforded on opportunity to be heard or to present written 
submissions. Any material received before or at the public 
hearing will become public information. The public hearing 
will be chaired by Director Clark as a delegate of the Board. 
Copies of the resolution making the delegation, the proposed 
Bylaw and relevant background documents may be examined 
at the office of the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George at 
155 George Street between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. May 21, 
22, 23, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, June 2, and 3, 2003. f
Gordon Simmons Prince George, B.C. «
Planning Department Fax: (250) 960-4466 *

155 George Street, Prince George, B.C. V2L 1 P8 
Telephone: (250) 960 4400, Toll Free 1-800-667-1959  
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TORONTO (CP) —  As expected, th e  World 
H ealth  Organization put Toronto back on  its 
SARS-affected areas list M onday after officials 
here adm itted the d ty  had eight n ew  probable 
cases, part o f  a large n ew  cluster w h ich  has  
sent m ore than 2,0 0 0  people into quarantine.

But th e  W HO sa id  th e  n ature o f  th e  o u t
break d oesn ’t require it to  issue a n ew  travel 
ad v isory , w h ic h  w o u ld  u rge in te r n a tio n a l  
travellers to steer clear o f  th e city.

“Certainly Toronto is far from that,” said Dr. 
D avid H eym ann , d irector o f  co m m u n icab le  
diseases for the G eneva-based organization.

In fact, the WHO expressed confidence that 
officials in Toronto have a good  handle on  the  
problem  and w ill be able on ce again to  snu ff  
out th e spread o f  the disease.

“Toronto has experien ce, unfortunately, in  
dealing w ith  this kind o f  event,” com m unica
tions director Dick Thom pson said in  an  inter
view. “They’ve d one it in the past. W e’re confi
dent they can d o it now.”

O n ta r io ’s h e a lth  m in is te r  tr ie d  to  p u t a  
brave face on  w hat w as obviously a devastat
ing setback for the d ty  and for the health-care 
system.

S o ld ie rs  su ing  

C a n a d ia n  F o rc es
QUEBEC (CP) —  A group o f  soldiers  

is launching w hat m ay be the largest- 
ever legal assault on  Canada’s military, 
filing at lea st $ 6 0  m illion  in  law suits  
over stress they claim  to have suffered  
w hile on  duty, The Canadian Press has  
learned.

A bout 2 5  sold iers have filed or w ill 
file individual law suits, d a im in g  th ey  
suffered post-traum atic stress because  
th e  C anadian  A rm ed Forces ign ored  
their psychological problems.

T h e g r o w in g  li s t  o f  p la in t if f s  in 
d u d es form er and current m em bers o f  
th e  m ilita r y , m o s t  o f  th e m  fo r m e r  
p e a c e k e e p e r s . F ou r are A lb er ta n s ,  
three are from Ontario and th e rest are 
from Q uebec.

“This has never b een  d o n e  b efore,” 
J a c q u e s  F e r r o n , t h e  Q u e b e c  C ity  
law yer organ iz in g  th e  lega l bid , said  
Monday.

“It’s th e  first tim e su ch  a grou p  o f  
soldiers jo ins to sue th e military.”

A grou p  o f  so ld ier s  w ill a n n ou n ce  
d eta ils  o f  th e ir  le g a l c h a lle n g e  at a 
n ew s con feren ce  H iesd a y  in  Q u eb ec  
City.

They w ill also unveil a  letter they’re 
sen din g  to Prime M inister Jean Chre
tien.

“The silver lining around the grey cloud  is 
that on ce w e  w ere aware o f  this situation, this 
flare-up, our infection-control procedures and  
ou r ' n ew  n orm al’ p rotocols kicked in quite  
quickly,” Tony Clem ent said.

“W e didn’t have to build it from scratch this 
tim e, w hich  is w hat w e had to d o  tw o m onths  
ago. We actually have a system  in place and it 
is w orking w ell and it w ill save lives.”

O n tario  h ea lth  o ffic ia ls  reported  n o  n ew  
probable SARS cases Monday. There are cur
rently 11 active probable cases o f  SARS in the 
provin ce —  five from  th e orig inal outbreak  
and six  from  th e  clusters th at cam e to  light  
late last w eek . TWo o f  the people listed in the  
n ew  batch o f  eight probable cases have died.

To d ate, SARS has cla im ed  27  lives in  th e  
Toronto area and at least 7 2 5  worldwide.

O fficia ls d id  n o t p rov id e a b reak d ow n  o f  
probable and su sp ect cases in  th is n ew  o u t
break a lone, saying on ly  that 29  active cases  
are hosp ita lized , 18 are in  iso lation  at h om e  
and five peop le are under investigation as pos
sib le  SARS cases. S ix o f  th ese  p eop le  are in  
critical condition.

The num ber o f  people told to go  into quar

an tin e  sp ik ed  w ild ly  M onday, from  8 2 2  on  
Sunday to  about 2 ,2 0 0  as public h ea lth  offi
cials worked feverishly to identify people w ho  
had b een  in  affected  hosp ita ls, e ith er  as pa
tients, visitors or workers, during key periods 
o f  transm ission. Only 1 ,400  o f  th ose are p eo
ple living in  the greater Toronto area, officials 
said.

And 141 are health-care workers, Dr. Colin 
D’C unha, O n tario ’s c h ie f  m ed ica l o fficer  o f  
health, told a briefing.

The num ber o f  sick health-care w orkers in 
the n ew  cluster is “in  th e  teens,” said Dr. D on
ald Low, th e infectious d isease expert w h o  is 
h ead in g  th e  team  trying to  figure o u t w h at  
sparked th e  latest outbreak and h ow  it w en t  
undetected  for several w eeks.

The revelation  that a  n ew  w ave o f  d isease  
w as spread in g and had  orig in ated  from  the  
orthopedic ward at North York General H ospi
tal in the city’s north end  w as devastating for 
a h osp ita l w h ere  s ta ff  had  b een  s lav in g  for  
w eek s, u nd er h igh-stress con d ition s, to  care 
for SARS patients.

“It’s  b e e n  e x c e e d in g ly  d isa p p o in tin g  for 
everyone,” said hospital CEO Bonnie A dam son.

A Closer look at yellow pages
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CP photo
A Canadian CF-18 fighter aircraft Is refuelled by a French KC-135 aircraft in this photo. It is 
the same type of je t fighter that went down In northeastern Alberta Monday.

C F - 1 8  d o w n ,  p i l o t  e j e c t s  b u t  d i e s
COLD LAKE, Alta. (CP) —  A C anadian Forces 

pilot w as found dead in his parachute M onday af
ter his CF-18 jet w en t d ow n  in  poor weather.

The experienced pilot, from  416 Tactical Fighter 
Squadron based in  Cold Lake, Alta., w as on  an in
ternational training exercise involving pilots from  
several countries.

His p lan e crashed  in  m id -aftern oon  about 50  
kilom etres n orth  o f  C anadian Forces Base Cold  
Lake in northeastern Alberta.

Investigators w ere unsure if  overcast skies and  
rain show ers in the area w ere a factor.

“W e d o n ’t really  k n ow  w h a t cau sed  th e  acci
dent,” said Capt. Leah Gillespie, public affairs of
ficer at th e  m ilitary b ase. O ne possib ility  is fuel 
contam ination.

“W e’re looking at f u e l ... oxygen w ith in  the ac
tual aircraft,” she said.

The p ilo t’s  b od y  w a s found  ab out 2 0 0  m etres  
from his plane, w hich  crashed near Burnt Lake on

the Cold Lake Air W eapons Range.
T h e cr a sh  ca m e  in  th e  m id s t  o f  O p er a tio n  

M aple Flag, an  international air com bat exercise. 
A b o u t 5 0  a ircra ft w ere  fly in g  over  th e  ran ge  
w hen  th e plane w en t dow n, Gillespie said.

She cou ld n ’t say  w h at exercise  th e  p ilo t w as  
taking part in.

P ilots p artic ip atin g  in O peration  M aple F lag  
practise such  exercises as dropping bom bs and  
supplies.

The six-w eek operation is held annually at CFB 
Cold Lake. It attracts top-gun pilots from around  
the world.

A bout 3 ,0 0 0  p ilo ts  are exp ected  to  tak e part 
this year from  Canada, the United States, France, 
Belgium  and other countries.

In 2000 , a  U.S. F-16 pilot ejected safely during 
Operation M aple Flag w h en  h is jet w ent d ow n  af
ter a bird h it the aircraft’s canopy.

P r o v i n c i a l  p r e m i e r s  

w i l l  d e m a n d  m o r e
QUEBEC (CP) —  Prem iers w ill team  up to dem and a per

m anent b oost in  federal transfers —  not just cash for health  
care —  w h e n  th ey  m eet for th eir an nu al con feren ce th is  
summer, P.E.I. Premier Pat Binns suggested  Monday.

The federal governm ent’s recent boost in health transfers 
fa lls  sh o r t  o f  w h a t  th e  p r o v in c e s  w il l  n e e d  to  su s ta in  
m edicare w h ile  b a lan cin g th eir ow n  b udgets, sa id  Binns, 
w h o  w ill h ost this sum m er’s m eetin g  from  July 9  to 11 in 
Charlottetown.

W hat’s need ed  is a long-term  change in  th e fiscal arrange
m en t b etw een  O ttaw a and the provinces, Binns said after 
m eeting w ith  Q uebec Prem ier Jean Charest.

“W e’re struggling to balance our budgets w hile w e see  the 
federal governm ent enjoying a nice surplus, year after year 
after year,” h e told reporters.

“This cam e on  th e  b acks o f  th e  provin ces. W e’re b ein g  
asked to deliver the program s w ith out the money.

“We don’t m ind delivering th e  program s if  they’re proper
ly funded, but Ottawa has its role and it should  be providing 
its share o f  the m oney.”

Binns said current fiscal arrangem ents b etw een  O ttaw a  
and the provinces are “outdated.”

H e said he supports Q uebec’s attem pt to  build tw o inter
p rov in cia l co m m itte es  th a t  w ill act as b a rga in in g  u n its  
against Ottawa. After his recent election  w in , Charest said  
he planned to quickly establish a N egotiating Office on  the 
Fiscal Im balance to lobby O ttaw a to hand over additional 
tax revenue. He also plans to  create a Council o f  the Federa
tion, w hich  w ould  act as a m outhpiece for premiers on  o th 
er federal-provincial issues.

H e a l t h  t a x  

i n  w o r k s ?
OTTAWA (CP) —  Canada should  

consider creating an incom e-based  
ta x  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  b o ls t e r  t h e  
health-care system  as it copes w ith  
an aging population , Finance M in
ister John M anley said Monday.

A  tax  th a t w o u ld  vary  w ith  in 
c o m e  c o u ld  b e  u s e d  fo r  fu tu r e  
h e a lth -c a r e  n e e d s , sa id  M an ley , 
w h o  is cam paigning to becom e the 
next prime minister.

“Over the longer term , w e’re go 
ing  to n eed  to d ea l w ith  w hat w ill 
be inevitably increased pressure on  
health-care budgets because o f  th e  
a g in g  o f  th e  p op u la tio n ,” M anley  
suggested as he left a late afternoon  
m eeting o f  the federal cabinet.

T h e  id e a  o f  an  in c o m e -b a s e d  
health-care prem ium  w as proposed  
last fall by Senator M ichael Kirby in  
a report on  th e  future o f  C anada’s 
health care system .

But th e  idea  has b een  very  co n 
troversial. Som e fear it could erode 
the current universal health  system  
w h e re  care , at le a st  in  p r in cip le , 
shouldn’t be based on  the patient’s 
ability to  pay.

Feds probe 200 stolen SINs
OTTAWA (C P) —  S ecu rity  sa fegu ard s a t th e  

Canada Custom s and R evenue A gency are being  
review ed after police probing the electronic theft 
o f  up to 2 0 0  social insurance num bers h om ed in 
o n  a former agency em ployee.

National R evenue M inister Elinor Caplan con 
firm ed  M on d ay th at up to  2 0 0  taxpayers have  
b een  exposed  to potential fraud. An RCMP inves
tigation is ongoing.

Caplan w ould  not say w hether a suspected  for
m er agency staffer w as fired or quit, but said data 
protections are being assessed.

“We are m onitoring all o f  our security system s 
and our m onitoring system s to ensure that people  
can have confidence that w e ’re doing everything  
w e can,” she said outside the H ouse o f  C om m ons.

Victims w ill receive n ew  social insurance num 
bers w here necessary, Caplan said.

H er agen cy w as alerted  last fall to a potential

problem, but only began notifying those affected  
last w eek. Asked about the delay, Caplan said po
lice  execu ted  a search  w arran t last H iesd a y  to  
seize the former em ployee’s computer.

T he agency th en  gathered the necessary infor
m ation to  contact th ose w h ose  nam es, addresses 
and SINs had b een  improperly accessed, the m in
ister said. “ 1 w ant to  be clear: no  financial informa
tion, no tax data w as inappropriately accessed.” 

Caplan refused to  com m ent on  w hether the in 
form ation had been sold to a third party.

“I w ill not say anything that w ill jeopardize th e  
on goin g RCMP investigation."

Social insurance num bers are lucrative on  th e  
black market. They allow  access to databases that 
in clude em p loym ent records. Crim inals can u se  
such  k n ow led ge to  stea l id en titie s  and  fraudu
lently apply for everything from em ploym ent in 
surance and credit cards to welfare.
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