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EDMONTON (CP) Big
Brother fits on to a University
of Alberta computer, enabling
it to turn ordinary literature
into braille transcript at more
than 300 lines a minute. This
might mean a big change for
blind people in Canada.

The device *'is the only ans-
wer to production of braille in
Canada,” a consultant for the
visually-impaired with the
education department said.

Don Murray, with the Cana-
dian National Institute of the
Blind's Edmonton office, said
braille now is transcribed from
original texts by volunteers
The computer braille output,
he said, will increase effi-
ciency of braille production

Marg Hetch, an education
department consultant, said a
computer that can produce

braille at the rate of Big
Brother, which already has
printed its first five copies of a
book, would help shorten the
schooling of blind children

Now, she said, blind children
who attend regular classes
often cannot get textbooks on
time to finish courses with
their classmates.

‘““A 600-page chemistry
text could take 1'; years to
have transcribed, bound,
labelled and sent to the stu-
dent,” she said. ‘‘With this new
process, we could have the
same book in six weeks."”

John Stasiuk, senior systems
analyst for the university, said
he and his colleagues tried var-
ious methods to get the compu-
ter to produce braille, but none
worked satisfactorily.

When they heard of a United

Governor-General Jules Leger and his astrolabe.

Leger receives astrolabe

OTTAWA (CP) — A navigation device, dat-
ing back to 1613 and once belonging to Samual
de Champlain, the first governor of Canada,
was presented Monday to Gov.-Gen. Jules

Leger.

The device, an astrolabe, was used by early
mariners to calculate the time and their loca-

tion.

The presentation was made by Dr. David
Baird, director of the National Museum of Sci-
ence and Technology, at Government House.

Gov.-Gen. Leger was presented with the
original astrolabe, on loan from the New York

NAVIGATION DEVICE

One copy is for the collections of the National
Museums and the other for display at Gov-
ernment House.

The astrolabe was found in August, 1867,
by a 14 year-old farm boy near Muskrat Lake,

Ont.

Abortion laws
may be relaxed

By Don sellar
Southam News Services
OTTAWA — It's becoming
apparent that Justice Minister
Ron Basford is carefully as-
sembling a strategy for handl-
ing the abortion issue which
caused his predecessor, Otto

Lang, so much grief.

He is moving step by step
toward what appears to be a
further relaxation of the
country’s therapeutic abortion
law, stopping short of abortion
on demand.

In this manoeuvre, he has
the substantial support of the
Trudeau cabinet, which one in-
formant insists accepted the
principle of easier abortionina
17-6 straw vote last summer.

Mr. Basford has avoided
stating his own views on the
explosive, highly-emotional
issue for the time being. He
evidently wants to avoid paint-
ing himself into a corner.

Officially, he is awaiting the
arrival of the facts—a report
from the three-member
‘‘Abortion Law Study Commit-
tee' scheduled to complete its
work early this spring.

Actually, Mr. Basford is well
aware of how the therapeutic
abortion law is working. The
committee, appointed by Mr.
Lang on his last day in office
but guided by terms of refer-
ence established by Mr. Bas-
ford, will set the scene for
legislation.

The first reality is that 48,198
abortions were performed,

legally, in Canada during 1974.-

The Trudeau government is
not going to propose a law that
would make all abortions il-
legal and open the door to
back-alley butchery.

The second reality is the
government's acknowledge-
ment that abortions are harder
to obtain in Quebec and in
smaller centres or r ral areas
than in other parts of Canada.

Health and Welfare Minister
Marc Lalonde, for example,
has complained that in 1974,
only 27 of 281 hospitals in
Quebec had therapeutic abor-
tion committees in operation.

He said Canada's
abortion legislation *‘corres-
ponds to the evolution of public
opinion, but Quebec doesn’t
even apply the present law's
conditions. Access to abortion

is all but forbidden.”

In the medical
community, there is specula-
tion that the government will
try to rectify the uneven appli-

cation of the abortion law in
several ways.

For example, the hospital
committee system might be
replaced by a requirement
that a woman obtain the ap-
proval of two physicians be-
fore an abortion can be per-
formed.

In addition, there may be a
proposal allowing abortions to
be performed in physicians’ of-
fices, at least by the vacuum
suction method in the earliest
stages of pregnancy.

There also could be a gov-
ernment move toward the con-
struction of outpatient
facilities for abortions so that
hospitals not wishing to offer
abortion services would not
have to provide them under
pressure from government.

It is entirely possible
that some or all of these
measures— primarily geared
toward creating greater un-
iformity in abortion services
across Canada— will be prop-
osed by Mr. Basford for
Parliament’s consideration.

The justice minister's
aides and other officials de-
cline all requests for informa-
tion about the government's
plans for changes in the abor-
tion law, at least until the

Historical Society Museum. Itis to be returned
to the museum, which acquired the device
through a donationin 1943, at the end of March.

Before the astrolabe is returned, it will be
on display at the science museum while two
replicas are made.

WHEN YOU RENT IT. b
YOU DON'T HAVE TO fx
KEEPIT.

Now
SUNRISE RENTAL

INC. :
1667 Nicholson St. (In the Nicholson Centre)

“We rent most anything under the Sun”

CALL: 562-7612

In Vanderhoof see Sunrise Rentals on Hwy 16 &
Clarke 567-9064

pstates school board which had
ordered a computer compo-
nent that did the work au
tomatically, as long as the
material was fed into the com-
puter in machinereadable lan-
guage, they obtained a $5,400
grant to buy the device.
Mr Stasiuk

The process is expensive,
Mr. Stasiuk said, with the first
copy printed to cost about §1 a
page, although unit cost will
drop with increased volume

Miss Hatch said
manuallytranscribed books
also were expensive, while the
computerprinted books had
the advantage of rapid produc-
tion. Computer tapes can be
filed, she said, and prints made
at low cost.

FOR SALE USED EQUIPMENT

Computer
writes
braille

said

computer services donated
time and manpower to prog-
ram the machine, while paper
suppliers developed stock.

2 — 7' snow blades for truck mounting
2 — hydraulic pump with controls
1 — electric winch

One of the snow blades is without wishbone and mounting
frame.

1 — New Holland model 362 tank type manure spreader,
has had minimum use because of not being suitable for
uses intended. To be used with power take-off tractors

This equipment can be seen at the Schcol District Mainte-
nance Department at 1835 — Sixth Avenue, Prince
George, B.C.

Bids to be enclosed in SEALED ENVELOPES marked file No.
69-76 addressed to School District No. 57, address as
below with attention Purchasing.

Closing date February 25th, 1976.

School District No. 57 (Prince George)
1891 — 6th Avenue

Prince George, B.C.
V2M 117

PHARMACY

1

BABY SCOTT
DISPOSABLE
DIAPERS

30 Regular or 24 Su
Your Choice.

“GEE YOUR HAIR
SMELLS TERRIFIC”

Badgley Committee presents :gﬁgrﬁgsga
its report. 50 ml. Your Ch
Mr. Basford already o 2 2 L i

has promised to make the re-
port public, regardless of its
contents, and to table it in the
Commons for debate, the first
opportunity MPs have had to
discuss the issue since the law
was changed in 1969.

The justice minister’'s cau-
tion is well illustrated by two
recent events which may or
may nothave been well timed.

At his first opportunity-
—when a second jury acquit-
ted Dr. Henry Morgentaler of
Montreal on a charge of per-
forming an illegal abortion-
—Mr. Basford ordered a new
trial on the charge that led to
Dr. Morgentaler's first convic-
tion and jail sentence.

This move was balanced by
the Professional Corporation
of Physicians of Quebec discip-
linary committee suspending
Dr. Morgentaler's licence te
practice medicine.

Thus, by accident or design,
a neutral state was achieved
that will allow Dr. Morgen-
taler a new trial but prevent
him from challenging the
abortion law again before it is
held.

phoning

FOR LEASE

2,400 SQ. FT. OF RETAIL SPACE

We have for lease 2,400 sq. ft. of premium
retail space located in a new building on
downtown 4th Ave. A premium location for
any retail outlet, The store is fully air con-
ditioned and modern designed. Interested
parties can receive further information by

564-4596 after 5 p.m.
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DEPARTMENT STORES

MAALOX PLUS
ANTACID

12 oz. suspension,
Regular or

Lemon Swiss Creme
Your Choice

L'OREAL
HAIRCOLOURING
All shades.

Your Choice

GILLETTE FOAMY SHAVE
CREAM. 11 oz. All types.

Your choice .

SUNBEAM MIST CURLING
IRON. No. CWI
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SHAMPOO COLOUR
SH;\\N’OUINL) COLORANT

EAL

ENCELI LENCE

TAME CREME RINSE. 8 oz. plus
BONUS of 50%. All types.
YOUL ENOICE s vatssssssasstsrssssstons
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Prices in effect through February 21st Wa reserve the right to limit quantities

CONFIDET SANITARY
NAPKINS. Box of 48........

make a difference.

Sebyshaped © stuy Snug and & mush age
mouibes pons bibse por phus do comien o &

St U
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Maalox-Plus

ANTACID - ANTIFLATULENT

NON CONSTIPATING
Helieves excess gas. acid and
stomach discomfort
{ Soulage les malaises dus aur Gar
a0 acidine et les dérangements
\ d estomac
WILLIAM M. RORER (Cenade) LTD. |
Bromaies Ontano

- ramiiry

MITCHUM
ANTI-PERSPIRANT
NEW GENTLE
LOTION ROLL-ON
1.5 oz.

Mitchum

CANITE
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CEPACOL
MOUTHWASH
2202

Lo Hlavovt
Ciema Sustt
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woorco ™ one
DAILY PLUS IRON
MULTIPLE VITAMINS
For the family,

Bottle of 100

antibacteria
mouthwash /qdarglh

nnce-bouc!

el gargarisms

Zntibactener
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wootco ™™
MULTIPLE VITAMINS
& MINERALS
For the family
Bottle of 100,
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SCHICK STAINLESS STEEL
INJECTOR BLADES.

SOFTIQUE BATH OIL BEADS
PP T Pkg. of 7 blades....

16 oz..

93
‘I 09

Woolco Pharmacy operated by Jack Austin Drugs (B.C.) Lid.
A division of Dominion Citrus & Drugs Ltd.

ACTIFED. For colds, sinusitis and
allergies. 24 tablets or 4 oz.
syrup. Your choice.................

WOOLCO ONE DAILY
MULTIPLE VITAMINS.
Bottle of 100.

e b BUY WITH CONFIBENCE
@) prne iR L SATISHACTION
Store h Mon 9 o 12
CENRIE 1o Wed s Sam tobpm ARAN
Fri 9am 9gm Sot Yam bpm
mall




