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T H E  G O O D  A N D  T H E  B A D

C a n a d a  a s  s e e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  e y e s  o f  a  r e t u r n i n g  n a t i v e
by PETER CALAMAI, Southam News Services

LO N D O N  — F irs t  im press ions are not 
a lw ays  the tru e s t when a m an re tu rn s  
as a s tra n g e r to his own coun try .

I t  was th roug h  eyes w h ich  had been 
th ree  years a b road— as Southam  News 
C orrespondent in London—th a t I looked 
a t C ana da  la s t m o n th . O nce a g a in , I 
m a rv e lle d  a t the  w ea lth  o f Canada and 
aga in  despa ired  a t the p r iv a te  e x tra v a g ­
ance.

C anadians d id  not a p p rec ia te  w ha t a 
w o n d e rfu l na tion  they had, I lec tu red  a 
com pan ion  in O ttaw a . F resh  fro m  the 
B r i ta in  o f  bom bs in  the sub w a ys  an d  
d a ily  h o r ro rs  in  U ls te r ,  a re tu rn in g  
n a tive  is fo rc ib ly  s tru ck  by  the peace­
ab le  K ingdom .

U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  I chose the  n e a rb y  
P a r l ia m e n t H i l l  as i l lu s t r a t iv e  p ro o f, 
s ince no th ing  cou ld  be m ore  peaceable 
th a n  lo u n g in g  s c h o o lk id s  and fr is b e e  
gam es.

A fe w  h o u rs  la te r ,  th e  r io t  p o lic e  
cha rged  in to beat back p ro tes tin g  d a ir y  
fa r m e r s  and b lo o d  fro m  c u d g e le d  
scam ps was m ixe d  w ith  m ilk  powder on 
P a rlia m e n t H ill.

I t  seems w ron g  fo r a ve te ra n o f U ls te r, 
C ypru s  and the Y om  K ip p u r W ar to be 
s tru c k  by the v io lence o f C anadian soc i­
e ty . B u t no one in the U n ited  K ingdom  
is e n g ra v in g  th e ir  s o c ia l s e c u r i ty

n u m b e r  on e a ch  po ssess ion  in  th e ir  
house because b u rg la r ie s  are so co m ­
mon.

N o r is the fo rce  o f the sta te  anyw here  
so bo ld ly  s tated in the U n ited  K ingdo m  
as the  s ig h t o f a W inn ipeg c ity  cop a t 
P o rta ge  and M a in , fin g e r in g  his gun 
bu tt.

I t  was not a v is it  id e a lly  su ited to s a m ­
ple the tem pe r o f C anadians. Too m uch 
tim e  was spent in b ig  c it ie s —M o n tre a l, 
O tta w a , T o ro n to , R e g in a , W in n ip e g , 
C a lg a ry , E dm o nton  and V an ­
c o u v e r—and no t enough tim e  fo r eaves­
d ro p p in g  on conversa tions.

T h ere  w asn ’ t  as m uch need to eaves­
d ro p  as in B r ita in ,  w here some E ng lish  
assum e an a r t i f i c ia l  c h a ra c te r  w hen  
ta lk in g  to fo re ig n  jo u rn a lis ts . W ith  th e ir  
own, a t least, Canadians are s t i l l  re la ­
t iv e ly  open. The pleasure o f r id in g  C N ’s 
dom e c a r  “ A th a b a ska ”  fro m  E dm onton  
to  V a n c o u v e r was in te n s if ie d  by the  
fr ie nd line ss  o f fe llow  passengers.

Because o f these lim ita tio n s , w hat fo l­
lows is in  the w ay  o f ra ndom  ob se rva ­
tions, not even pop socio logy and ce r­
ta in ly  no t ju d g e m e n ts . J u s t jo t t in g s  
fro m  a notebook.

F i r s t ,  C ana da  has som e c u s to m s  
w h ich  were once reasonable  to me bu t 
now seem s trange .

M ost s tr ik in g  is w ha t I ca ll the C ana­
d ian  In te rro g a tive . Y ou m a y have heard 
o f th e  C a n a d ia n  Im p e ra t iv e  (a  la  
n a t io n a l d e s t in y )  b u t the  C a n a d ia n  
In te rro g a tiv e  re fe rs  to a na tiona l speech 
t r a i t .  No m a tte r how s tra ig h t- fo rw a rd  
the sentence, how s im p ly  d e c la ra tive  in 
purpose, m ost Canadian voices rise  in 
p itch  tow a rds  the end, ta c k in g  a vocal 
question  m a rk  onto a s im p le  s ta tem en t 
o f fac t.

The u lt im a te  expression of th is  ha b it 
is, o f course, to re tro f i t  an “ E H ”  to the 
sentence. I f  I decide never to com e home 
aga in , it  w il l  on ly  be to  escape the b a r­
rage o f “ E IIS ”  and “ Y ou  K now s.”

B u t when I do com e back, I ’ l l  ru n  up 
to the f ir s t  ice m ach ine  ou tside a se rv ice  
s ta t io n  and bu y  up a fiv e -p o u n d  bag, 
none of m y E n g lish  fr ie n d s —in c lu d in g  
the loca l p u b -ke e p e r— b e lie ve  such a 
th in g  ex is ts , no r has anyone in  B r ita in  
la u n ch e d  such a n o ve l v e n tu re , even 
a fte r  successive s w e lte r in g  sum m ers.

I t  is a s tra nge  na tion , how ever, w h ich  
decides th a t no one f ly in g  in  o r  ou t o f 
T e rm in a l I I  in To ron to  w il l  need a post 
o ff ice . E uropean a irp o r ts  w ith  a th ird  
the t ra f f ic  o f T o ro n to ’s ra n ch -s ty le  te r­
m in a l ro u tin e ly  p rov ide  post o ff ice  coun­
ters.

E uropean hotels, how ever, do not pro-

And when I w ent fro m  B ra n tfo rd  to 
W indsor on business, the people m e e ting  
m e assum ed I w ou ld  be on the c o s tlie r  
c lub  ca r, even though I w asn ’ t lunch ing  
on the tra in .

W hile not ye t possessing the  p o lyg lo t 
c h a ra c te r o f m a jo r  E uropean cen tres, 
C anadian c itie s  have becom e m ore cos­
m o p o lita n , w ith  th e  fo rm e r ly -e n d le s s  
succession o f w h ite  faces now re g u la r ly  
in te rru p te d  by brow n and b lack .

Th is should  be a b roaden ing  e x p e ri­
ence bu t fo r m any Canadians it  seems 
to have had the oppositp e ffec t. I was 
in  Canada on ly  a few  hours w hen I heard 
m y  f ir s t ,  ra c is t P a k is ta n i joke . I heard 
dozens m ore , the  m ost p u e rile  usu a lly  
d ire c t im p o rts  fro m  B r ita in  w here  they 
a re  used by  the F a sc is t N a tio n a l F ro n t 
to dehum anize P a k is tan is  who are B r i t ­
ish c itizens.

Such ra c ism  was o n ly  one m a n ifes ta ­
tio n  o f a new in s u la r ity  observed am ong 
m any Canadians, som etim es c u lm in a t­
ing  in a to ta l unconcern fo r the non-rich  
nations o f the w orld . W ha tever the equ i­
va le n t o f “ I ’m  a lr ig h t J a c k ”  is in C ana­
dian s lang , i t  should be considered fo r 
the na tiona l m o tto .

P erhaps th is  is  o n ly  a n a tu ra l reaction  
to the f in a l f ra c tu r in g  o f c o lo n ia l ties 
w ith  B r ita in , d isca rd in g  w h a t m eagre

"' C itizen
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A n o t h e r  h e a d a c h e
A s i f  th e  th o u g h t  o f th e  O ly m p ic s  

is  n o t p a in f u l  e n o u g h  fo r  us a l l ,  
a lo n g  c o m e s  e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  to  
m u c k  th in g s  u p  e v e n  m o re .

vide faceclo ths. A  p ro p r ie to r o f a bed 
and b re a k fa s t in  th e  M id la n d s  on ce  
e x p la in e d  the  o m is s io n : “ W ha t, ask 
people to wash th e ir faces w ith  a c lo th  
someone else used?”

I w onder w ha t he ’ d m ake of Canadian 
hote ls w here w ashc lo ths  a rc  re cyc le a  
but glasses w a rra n t a “ s te r ile ”  w ra p p ­
ing. Then th e re ’s CP ho te ls , p ro u d  o f 
th e ir  T u rn  The L ig h t o f f  re m inde rs  in  
the room  but a ir  co n d itio n in g  an e m p ty  
room  a ll day long.

W hile  these aspects o f C anadian life  
existed three  yea rs  ago, m y  way of see­
ing them  has changed. B u t Canadian life  
has a lte re d  its e lf  d u rin g  m y  tra ve ls .

G am b ling  has seized the pu b lic  m in d  
and pocket book w ith  a s tra ng leh o ld .

W hen I le f t  th e  p ro v in c e  o f O n ta r io  
was d r iv in g  o ff - tra c k  b e tt in g  shops ou t 
o f business; now, they and eve ry  o th e r 
le v e l o f g o v e rn m e n t a re  th e m s e lv e s  
cash ing  in on hum an ava rice .

P ro b a b ly  C a n a d ia n s  a re  no m o re  
greedy than E uropeans but conspic ious 
consum ption  m akes it  seem so. A t W in ­
n ipeg , a c ity  bus goes d ire c t dow ntow n 
fro m  the  a i r p o r t  fo r  25 cen ts . O n ly  
m yse lf, a teenager w ith  a knapsack and 
a p ro fe s s o r  in  a b o r ig in a l s tu d ie s  
boarded. A dozen businessm en p re fe r ­
red separate ta x is  a t $6. ap iece.

T h e  T a i w a n  a f f a i r ,  i n v o lv in g  
w h e th e r  th a t  is la n d  s h o u ld  be a l ­
lo w e d  to m a s q u e r a d e  a s  r e p r e s e n ­
t a t iv e  o f th e  C h in e s e  p e o p le , is ju s t  
a n o th e r  h e a d a c h e  w e  c o u ld  do w ith ­
o u t. W e  w o u ld  o n ly  h a v e  to  w o r r y  
a b o u t  th e  e x o r b i ta n t  c o s ts  o f  th e  
g a m e s  i f  th e  fe d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
h ad  k e p t its  nose  ou t o f th in g s .

S o m e  th in g s  a r e  b est le f t  a lo n e  o r

in  th is  c a s e , to  th e  In t e r n a t io n a l  
O ly m p ic  C o m m it te e .

C o n s id e r in g  th e  b u n d le  th e y  a r e  
g o in g  to  c o s t, i t  m ig h t  be  a n  u n d e r ­
s ta te m e n t  to  p o in t  o u t th a t  C a n a d a ,  
o r M o n t r e a l  i f  yo u  p r e fe r ,  is m e r e ly  
th e  h o s t to  th e  O ly m p ic s . B u t it  is 
t ru e . A s  s u c h , it  is n o t O t t a w a ’s r e ­
s p o n s ib il i ty  to  r u le  on w h ic h  c o u n ­
t r y  s h a ll  a n d  w h ic h  s h a ll  n o t p a r ­
t ic ip a te .

I f  T a iw a n  in s is ts  upon  its  a s s in in e  
p re te n s io n  o f r e p r e s e n t in g  C h in a ', 
le t  h e r  go a h e a d . I t ’s no  s k in  o f f  
C a n a d a ’s nose.

P e ts  a n d  p e o p le
The Hamilton Spectator

Good heavens, H a r r ie t !  Look w hat 
th e y 're  do ing to o u r M o rris . . .

In f la t io n , un em p lo ym en t, b ilin g u a l­
ism  and a ll o th e r u rgen t issues pa le by 
com pariso n  to the rea l debate go ing op 
in the co u n try  a t th is  tim e .

Pets, in  an age o f g ro w in g  em otiona l 
and p s y c h o lo g ic a l de pend ency  on the  
p a rt o f th e ir  ow ners, are becom ing the 
b ig g e s t m u n ic ip a l headache  in  N o rth  
A m e r ic a , a To ron to  sym p os ium  o f ve t­
e r in a r ia n s  and hu m ane  s o c ie tie s  has 
been to ld .

A thousand U.S. m ayors  c ite d  a n im a l 
n u is a n c e s  as th e i r  m o s t fre q u e n t 
a n n o ya n ce . “ T h e  im p a c t o f  a n im a ls  
appears to be the n u m ber one concern 
<jf people in S carborough.”  an a lde rm an 
fro m  th a t c o m m u n ity  reported .*

The s itu a tio n  is exp los ive.

W h ile  p o lit ic ia n s ,  ve ts  and  a n im a l 
c o n tro l o ff ic e rs  a re  s tu d y in g  w ays to 
c la m p  down on ove rpop u la tio n  (fe lin e  
IU D s , d o g g ie  v a s e c to m ie s  and 
“ m o rn in g  a f te r ”  p ills , no less), owners, 
i t  m a y  be e xp e c te d , w o n ’ t deny th e ir  
pets a v ig o ro u s  de fence  o f  th e ir  c iv i l  
lib e rtie s .

R e m e m b e r the  a n ti-v iv is e c t io n is ts ’ 
o u tc ry  o ve r u n iv e rs ity  research  not so 
long ago?

P o litic ia n s  a t a l l  levels bew are !
Canadians who have s lam m ed  bed­

room  doors in the face o f the s ta te  w on’ t 
to le ra te  its  in te rfe re n ce  in th e ir  kennels 
and k it ty - l i t te r .

C i t i z e n  t o  C i t i z e n
J

S t a t e m e n t

On the fro n t page o f the June 25th, 1976 
C itize n  was an a r t ic le  c o n ta in in g  tw o  
sta tem en ts  about the Im m ig ra n t Ser­
vices S ocie ty  E as t Ind ian  R epo rt. One 
was fro m  B. M adhok, spokesm an fo r the 
then ne w ly -fo rm e d  c itize n  a c tio n  com ­
m it te e  d e m a n d in g  a p u b l ic  a p o lo g y  
fro m  the  P rince  George A d v is o ry  Com ­
m it te e  o f  the  s o c ie ty . The o th e r  was 
fro m  the  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee  acknow ­
ledg ing  it was re g re ta b le  the re p o rt was 
re leased and tha t the A d v is o ry  C o m m it­
tee fe lt b a d ly  th a t i t  was.

Since then I heard  no th ing  u n til seeing 
The C itize n ’ s Ju ly  8th e d itio n  when V ern 
M a n h a s ; spo kesm an  fo r  the  re c e n tly  
fo rm ed  E as t In d ia n  C o m m u n ity  Ser­
v ic e s  S o c ie ty  ( P r in c e  G e o rg e ) was 
quoted as saying  no pu b lic  apo logy was 
re ce ived  and was s t i l l  aw a ited .

That was the f i r s t  tim e  I e ve r heard 
o f the E a s t Ind ian  Society and th a t M r. 
M anhas was its spokesm an.

N e v e r th e le s s , th e  P r in c e  G eo rge  
A d v is o ry  C o m m itte e  h e re b y  p u b lic ly  
apologizes fo r the re lease of the repo rt 
and the m anner in w h ich  it was handled 
by The C itizen.

The suggestion th a t I m et w ith  the new 
E ast In d ia n  Socie ty  a fte r  its fo rm a tio n  
is fa lse ! The m ee ting  was June 25th w ith  
M r. M a dhok ’s c itize n  action co m m itte e  
and M r. M anhas w as present.

F u rth e rm o re , The C itizen ’s J u ly  8th 
re p o r t  th a t 1 seem ed “ to c r u c if y  a ll 
m e m b e rs ”  o f the E a s t Ind ian  C om m un­
ity  is fa lse  and co u ld n 't be fu r th e r  from  
the tru th . I can on ly  th in fe M r. M anhas 
was m isquoted or to ta lly  ffiisun ders tood  
m y re m a rk s , w h ich  is un fo rtu na te .

The A d v iso ry  C o m m ittee  hopes it  can 
m eet w ith  the c itize n  ac tio n  co m m itte e  
o r the E as t In d ia n  Society o r any o th e r 
E ast In d ia n  group, i f  they w ish , to avo id 
fu r th e r  m isun de rs tand ing  and to p ro ­
m ote b e tte r co m m u n ica tio n .

— G ra n t C. Hughes, 
C om m ittee  C h a irm a n

P.G . A d v iso ry  C om m ittee , 
Im m ig ra n t S ervices Society

I t ’ s  a p p r e c i a t e d

To the  nurses, docto rs , f i r s t  a ide rs  and 
the  co n c e rn e d  c it iz e n s  o f th e  P r in c e  
George a rea  who o ffe r th e ir  assistance 
a t a c a r  acc iden t and are  ignored o r 
seem to  be ignored .

T hank you. We the am bu lance  c re w  
do not ignore you on purpose or com ­
p le te ly . Y ou r o ffe r  is heard and is stored 
in the back o f the c re w  m e m b e r’s m ind . 
But a t th a t tim e  his m ind  is occupied 
w ith  the care and equ ipm en t needed to 
a id  in  he lp ing  his pa tien t.

We o ften  need and ask fo r assistance 
at m any o f ou r te r r ib le  acc iden t scenes 
and th a t assistance is a lw ays  g iven . So 
please don’ t stop o ffe r in g  but don’ t be 
o ffended if  it  is no t accepted or i f  you 
seem to  be ignored .

A ga in  to a ll the people o f th is  area. 
Thank you fro m  the  am bu lance  se rv ice  

' o f  P r in c e  G eo rge . P lease  d r iv e  w ith  
ca re ; we w an t assistance fro m  you not 
fo r you.

— Pete B oudreau 
A m bu lance  D r iv e r

W H A T E V E R  T H A T  I S

N a t i o n a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w
CHARLE.S LYNCH, Southam News Services

O T TA W A  — An O n ta rio  proposal 
to put m ore pow er in  the hands of 
the prov inces has been re je c ted  by 
the federa l gove rnm en t, w ith  fed e ra l 
F inance  M in is te r D onald M acdona ld  
s a y in g  it  is “ no t lo g ic a l f ro m  the  
na tio n a l po in t o f v ie w .”

I t  w ould be in te re s tin g  to have M r. 
M acdona ld  de fine  the  na tio n a l po in t 
o f v iew , som eth ing  th a t nobody else 
seems ab le to do.

He seems to th in k  th a t som eth ing  
lik e  the k in d  o f O ttaw aow ned- 
and-opera ted Canada w e have know n 
and en joyed can be preserved in to  
the fu tu re , and tha t the n a tiona l i l lu ­
sions we once cherished can be fu l­
fil le d . I f  he is r ig h t,  then those o f 
us w ho  h a ve  been a d v o c a t in g  a 
loosening o f the bonds o f nationhood 
are  w rong. S peaking  fo r  m yse lf, m y  
convers ion  to re g io n a lism  was based 
not on the b e lie f tha t it  w ou ld  produce 
a b e tte r C anada than we have had, 
bu t ra th e r  on the co n v ic tio n  th a t i t  
w as the on ly  w ay to save  any k ind  
o f Canada at a ll.

F o r  m a n y  C a n a d ia n s , a lo o s e r 
fe d e ra tion  w ou ld  no t be be tte r tha n  
a s tro n g  Canada.

In c re a s e d  s e lf - re l ia n c e  w o u ld  
c a r r y  a p r ic e  ta g  fo r  Q uebec, and 
c le a r ly  it w ou ld  put heavy s tra in s  on 
the people o f the  A tla n tic  P rovinces. 
B ut i f  we a re n ’ t  w il l in g  to f ig h t to  pre* 
se rve  the benefits  o f na tionhood as 
we have kn o w n  th e m —if ,  in  o th e r  
w ords, a m a jo r ity  o f C anadians don’ t 
feel th a t w hat we have had is w o rth  
the s tru g g le —then o b v io us ly  a d ju s t­
m ents have to be m ade.

W hat O n ta r io  p roposed  w as ju s t

such an  a d ju s tm e n t—anexpans ion  of 
p ro v in c ia l p re ro g a tive s , and a con­
tra c tio n  o f fed e ra l ones.

S p e c if ic a lly ,  O n ta r io  w a n te d  the 
fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t to  w i th d r a w  
fro m  the fin a n c in g  o f m ed ica re , hos­
p ita l insu rance  and u n iv e rs ity  educa­
tio n , hand ing  these p ro g ra m s  over- 
to  the  p ro v in c e s  to g e th e r  w ith  2 
p e r  c e n t o f a l l  p e rs o n a l in c o m e  
tax  p resen tly  co llec ted  by O ttaw a .

The  p ro p o s a l w as s u p p o rte d  by 
B r it is h  C o lum b ia , A lb e rta , M an itoba  
and Quebec, and opposed by Sas­
ka tchew an and the A tla n tic  P ro ­
vinces.

N o ting  th a t lineup , one is e n title d  
to question M r. M a cdona ld ’ s read ing  
o f “ the n a tio n a l po in t o f  v ie w ."

T h e re  h a v e  a lw a y s  been 
in e q u a l i t ie s ,  an d  c le a r ly  th e re  
a lw a y s  w i l l  be. In e q u a lit ie s  in  the 
socia l se rv ices  m ig h t w o rk  ha rdsh ip  
in  w h a t M r. M a cd o n a ld  c a lls  “ the 
less w e ll- fa v o re d  p ro v in c e s ” , bu t 
th is  is a re a lity  th a t m ust be faced, 
The idea l o f a s ing le  na tionw ide  stan­
d a rd  o f l iv in g  is one th a t has never 
been a tta in e d , and one tha t can no 
longer be susta ined.

Ceding m ore  pow er to Quebec and 
the o th e r p rov inces tha t w ant i t —a ll 
o f th e  m o s t p ro s p e ro u s  a n d  m ost 
populous p rov inces, is an idea whose 
tim e  has com e, and unless M r. M ac­
donald has a be tte r one i t  i l l  behooves 
h im  to labe l the O n ta rio  proposal a 
“ g im m ic k .”

M acdona ld  h im s e lf seems to  ca tch  
a g l im m e r  o f  the r e a l i t y  w i th  h is  
proposal to  tu rn  o v e r to the p rov inces 
7.5 pe r cent o f fe d e ra l incom e tax,

one pe rcen t o f co rp o ra tio n  tax  and 
a ll o f the fed e ra l exc ise tax on liquo r.

The p rov inces  tu rn e d  th a t down, 
though it w ould have been a s ta rt, 
a lw a y s  a s s u m in g  th a t  w hen  th e  
fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t abandons ta x  
revenues to the p rov inces , i t  doesn’ t 
s im p ly  im pose new taxes o f its  own. 
Tha t w ould s im p ly  mean a d d itiona l 
burdens to the ta xp a ye r, w ho in  his 
p ro v in c ia l and fe d e ra l ro le s  is one 
and the sam e person.

F e d e ra l-p ro v in c ia l c o n fe re n ce s  
a re  e xe rc ise s  in  f u t i l i t y — w h a t we 
need in these ad ju s tm en ts -to -com e is  
som e s o r t o f su p re m e  a r b ite r  w ho 
w ould  ensure that as the fed e ra l slice 
of the ta x  p ie  sh r in ks , th e fe d e ra l gov­
ernm en t appara tus  sh r in ks  w ith  it, 
w h ile  th e  p r o v in c ia l  g o v e rn in g  
m a ch in e ry  expands.

Th is, o f course, is the c runch  fo r 
the “ feds” , m ost o f  w hom  are incap­
ab le o f ne g o tia tin g  them selves in to  a 
lesser ro le  even i f  they be lieve i t  to 
be in  the  n a tio n a l in te re s t ,  w h ic h  
m ost of them  do no t.

O n ta r io ’ s p lan , put fo rw a rd  by P ro­
v in c ia l T re a su re r D a rc y  M cK eough, 
w ould  cu t O tta w a ’s share o f incom e 
ta xe s  f ro m  76.6 p e r  ce n t to 61 p e r 
cent, and w ou ld  ra ise  the share of the 
p ro v in c ia l g o v e rn m e n ts  f ro m  23.4 
per cent to  39 pe r cen t. I t  im p lie s  tha t 
the p ro v in c ia l go vernm ents  w ill be 
p repared  to  ta x  to fina nce  th e ir  own 
p ro g ra m s , and w ith  a l l  th e  
in e q u a lit ie s  th a t  w o u ld  re s u lt  i t  
seems to me to o f fe r  b e tte r prospects 
fo r C anada’s u n ce rta in  fu tu re  than 
an y th in g  the fed e ra l g o ve rn m e n t has 
in  m ind .

w o rld  v iew  o u r B r it is h  connection  had 
en ta iled . I t  w ou ld  be m ost d is tress ing  
if  such in s u la r ity  w ere  the flip -s id e  of 
Canadian na tio n a lism .

O n ly  a lig h t in a few  cen tres  in  1973, 
the  s igns o f n a tio n a lis m  have sp read  
lik e  a brush f ire , w ith  a a rm fu l o f  tough 
new m agazines and an aston ish ing  v a r i­
e ty  o f C anadian books.

Books are not enough to va n qu ish  the 
va cu u m  o f C a n a d ia n  id e n t ity ,  w h ich  
persists. I le ft  Canada th is  tim e  w ith  an 
in fo rm e d  im pression  th a t a ll the  ele­
m ents o f an id e n tity  w e re  now presen t 
but no one knew  how to  f i t  them  tog e the r.

P e rh a p s  th e  c e m e n t is m is s in g . I t  
used to be th e  jin g o is t ic  b e lie f th a t the 
fu tu re  belongs to Canada. In  fo u r weeks 
and across tw o -th ird s  of the c o u n try , no 
one said th a t to  me.

Instead, th e y  to ld  m e how m uch they 
d is lik e  and d isp ised  Quebec, the Quebec 
G o v e rn m e n t, th e  Q u e b e c o is , the  
Q uebecers i r  the fe d e ra l c a b in e t, the 
O lym p ics  r ip -o ff, B ill 22 and the in s is ­
tence o f b ilin g u a l a ir  t ra f f ic  co n tro l.

In  th re e  y e a rs , Q uebec has lo s t the 
sym p a thy  and fo r fe ite d  the  u n de rs tand ­
ing o f m uch o f the na tion . A t least the 
P a k is ta n is  w i l l  haVe com panions as the 
outcasts.

T r u d e a u

u n d e r

a t t a c k
By CLAUDE RYAN, 
Montreal Le Devoir

P lanes a re  f ly in g  aga in  in  C anad ian  
skies . . .  but the ca lm  m a y  be o n ly  te m ­
p o ra ry , and bought at the p rice  o f cos tly  
com prom ise .

T h e  G o v e rn m e n t has d o u b tle s s ly  
not renounced its  e sse n tia l o b je c t iv e  
in  th is  a f f a i r  — T h e  a p p l ic a n t  
o f its  b ilin g u a lis m  p o lic y  to  a ir  se rv ices  
in  Quebec p rov ince . The C anadian A ir  
T r a n s p o r t  C o n t ro l le r s  A s s o c ia t io n  
(C A T C A ) and  th e  C a n a d ia n  A ir l in e  
P ilo ts  A ssocia tion  (C A L P A ) w ished to 
be r id  o f th is ob je c tive , w h ich  the y  con­
s id e r to be u n re a lis tic a n d d a n g e ro u s ....

M r . Lang m a y  c la im  th a t he has lost 
n o th ing  o f th e  g o ve rn m e n t's  basic  ob­
je c tiv e . On e ve ry th in g  else, and espe­
c ia l ly  on the  m ethods o f in q u iry  and 
fo llo w -u p  to  be used, he made m a jo r  
concessions. ...

The p ilo ts  w e re  the  f i r s t  g roup open ly 
to  d e fy , th roug h  an ille g a l s tr ik e , one of 
the  c o u n try ’s most im p o rta n t law s. In 
v ie w  o f the c ircu m s ta n ce s  su rro u n d in g  
th e ir  p ro tes t o f the  b ilin g u a lis m  p o lic y , 
we w ou ld  h a ve  expected  an unusua l 
firm n e ss  on the g o ve rn m e n t’s p a r t.  On 
the c o n tra ry , however, the p ilo ts  and 
th e ir  cousins w ere tre a te d  lik e  ... no 
o th e r group be fo re  them .

N o th ing  illu s tra te s  th is  be tte r than  a 
q u ick  re v ie w  o f the exceptiona l conces­
sions e x tra c te d  fro m  the go ve rn m e n t in 
exchange fo r  a re tu rn -to -w o rk  ag ree­
m e n t:

1. The go ve rnm en t had nam ed tw o  
ju d g e s , one E n g lis h s p e a k in g  and th e  
o th e r F rench speak in g  to conduct the in ­
q u iry  ... CATCA and C A L P A  dem anded 
re assurances by the  n o m in a tio n  o f a 
th ir d ,  an E n g lis h -s p e a k in g  c o m m is ­
s ione r. They ob ta ined com p le te  s a tis ­
fa c tio n . ...

2. In  seve ra l places in the ag reem ent, 
i t  is exp ress ly  p rov ided  th a t CATCA and 
C A L P A  w ill be acco rded specia l t re a t­
m e n t by the in q u iry .

3. In  a m a n n e r w h ic h  c re a te s  a 
dangerous p recedent and w h ich  m a y  be 
h ig h ly  em barrass ing  w ith in  a y e a r o r 
tw o, the  g o ve rn m e n t c o m m itte d  its e lf  to 
suspend ing  its  b il in g u a lis m  p ro g ra m  
unless the  th ree  com m iss ione rs  un a n i­
m ous ly  recom m end o th e rw ise . ...

4. A n o th e r ins id ious and  dangerous 
p recedent: The governm ent has co m ­
m itte d  its e lf  to  tw o p r iv a te  o rg a n iz a ­
tions whose p r in c ip a l n o to r ie ty  is de­
r iv e d  fro m  the  brazenness w ith  w h ich  
they have p laced them se lves above the 
law  o f the  c o u n try — not to  ac t on the 
co m m iss io n e rs ’ re po rt u n t i l  M P s have 
expressed th e ir  op in ion b y  a free vo te  in 
P a rlia m e n t.

5. The th re e  c o m m iss io n e rs  w ou ld  
have to possess a ra re  c iv ic  s p ir i t  and 
g re a t m odesty to accept se rv in g  in such 
a s tu p id ly  r ig id  con text. M o re  than one 
g rea t com  m is s io n e r- in q u ire r o f the past 
would have re fused  o u tr ig h t to  w o rk  in 
c ircum stance s  so re s tr ic t iv e  to his l ib ­
e rty  o f action. ...

M r. T rude au , e sp ec ia lly  in his ta lk s  
w ith  the  go ve rn m e n t o f Quebec, has a l ­
ways p rese rved  as the app le  o f his eye 
the sm a lle s t m o rse l o f a u th o r ity  he fe lt 
was th rea tened  by his oppos ite  n u m b e r. 
T h a t is w hy it  is so d i f f ic u lt  to u n d e r­
stand w hy , know ing  his con v ic tio n s  in  
th is  re g a rd , h is  g o v e rn m e n t has a c ­
corded an e x tre m e ly  un usua l s p e c ia l 
s ta tus  to  people who, fro m  the  h e ig h t o f 
th e ir  i l le g a lity , have not ceased to d ic ­
ta te  th e ir  conclusions to i t ,  w ith , a la s , 
m o re  su cce ss  th a n  w e w o u ld  h a v e  
though t possible.
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