
HE TALKS ABOUT PACKAGE PROGRAMS AND PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE

No jock talk from city's new recreation director
by TOM NIXON 

Citizen Staff Reporter

John F u rlo n g  ta lk s  lik e  a 
m o d e rn  m e rc h a n d is in g  
execu tive .

He uses th e  w o rd  
“ d e l iv e r "  o fte n  and ta lk s  
about packages, p ro g ra m s  
and p u b l ic  a c c e p ta n c e . 
N o th in g  out o f the o rd in a ry  
fo r a s u p e rm a rk e t m a na
ger.

B u t F u r lo n g  is no such  
th ing .

He’s P rin ce  G eorge ’s new 
r e c re a t io n  d ir e c to r  and 
m ig h t be expected to  ta lk  a 
b it m ore lik e  a sports  jock .

W ith  a b a c k g ro u n d  in 
in te rn a t io n a l s p o r t ,  the  
y o u n g  I r is h m a n  is an 
a th le te  bu t he has a s trong 
ta le n t fo r  p u b lic  re la t io n s  
and a u n iv e rs ity  degree in 
re c re a tio n  m anagem ent.

F u rlo n g , 26, is a n a tive  of 
D ub lin , w ho ’s p layed  fo r  the 
I r is h  n a t io n a l b a s k e tb a ll

team , coached the w om en ’s 
n a tio n a l te a m  and p laye d  
team  ha ndba ll, socce r and 
v o lle y b a ll in te rn a t io n a lly ,  
fo r his hom eland.

T h e re ’ s l i t t le  d a n g e r o f 
the re c re a tio n  d e p a rtm e n t 
here becom ing  m o re  sport- 
o rie n ted  than  it  a lre a d y  is, 
how ever, because F u rlo n g  
pu ts  a g re a t e m p h a s is  on 
deve lopm ent o f an a ll
round re c re a tio n  p ro g ra m .

“ S p o rts  an d  f itn e s s  
groups are v e ry  w e ll- 
o rg a n iz e d , ’ ’ he sa ys , “ so 
th e re ’s a tendency fo r them  
to ove rpow e r the c u ltu ra l-  
type  in te res ts .

‘ ‘ The d e p a rtm e n t has to 
m a in ta in  a m idd le - 
o f- th e - ro a d  a p p ro a c h  and 
t r y  to c a te r to a ll in te rests .

“ We have to be fa i r  and 
w a tch  th a t the l ib ra r y  and 
a r ts  an d  c ra f ts  g e t th e ir  
share, too .”

The new re c re a tio n  boss
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says P rin c e  G eorge has bet
te r con d itions  fo r  re c re a 
tion  tha n  m ost co m m u n itie s  
and m u c h  b e tte r  p o lic ie s  
to w a rd  “ d e l iv e r in g ’ ’ 
re c re a tio n  than G re a t B r i
ta in .

He sa id , in an in te rv ie w , 
tha t B r it is h  and Ir is h  gov
e rnm en ts  fa vo r g ia n t sports 
com plexes where eve ry 
th in g  is o ffe red  under one 
roo f and people have to pay 
to ge t in.

“ H ere  the em phasis is on 
p ro p e r  p ro g ra m m in g  
w here the g o ve rnm en t pays 
m uch o f the cost,’ ’ he said.

“ I th in k  th a t ’ s a b e t te r  
w a y .”

F u rlo n g  is fu ll o f p ra ise  
fo r  th e  c i t y ’ s re c re a t io n  
o p p o rtu n it ie s . He sa id  the 
fa c i l i t ie s  th e  c i t y  has 
d e v e lo p e d  a re  fa r  b e tte r  
th a n  lo c a l pe op le  
ap prec ia te .

He a lso  has h ig h  p ra ise  
fo r the people in the re c re a 
tion  d e pa rtm en t.

“ W e sh o u ld  be a b le  to  
d e liv e r a heck o f a p rog 
ra m ,”  he said. “ E veryone  
in  the d e p a rtm e n t is ve ry  
concerned about d e liv e r in g  
re c re a t io n  — fo r  g iv in g  
people w ha t they w an t and 
d e c id in g  how  to  g e t i t  to  
them .

“ I th in k  the p ro g ra m  here 
has been v e ry  e f fe c t iv e .  
The people are h ig h ly - 
q u a lif ie d  and d e d ica ted  to 
the jo b .”

John F u rlo n g  f i r s t  cam e 
to C anada in 1969 and a fte r

a yea r a t B urns Lake cam e 
to  P r in c e  G eorge C o lleg e  
w here he was a m a th  and 
phys ica l education teacher. 
He re tu rn e d  to I re la n d  in 
1972 fo r  m o re  s tu d y  on 
re c re a tio n  m anagem ent.

He m anaged a govern
m e n t s p o r ts  c e n tre  and 
a fte r g e ttin g  the experience 
he was a fte r he was “ glad 
to com e back to C a n a d a ."

“ I r e a l ly  d id n ’ t th in k  
s p o rts  c e n tre s  w e re  the  
r ig h t w a y  to o ffe r re c re a 
tio n ,”  he said.

R a th e r  th a n  a r ra n g e  
p ro g ra m s  and  th e n  s e ll 
them  to the pub lic , F u rlo n g  
th inks  the p ro g ra m  should 
be th e  re s u lt  o f  p u b lic  
dem and.

"T h e  c o m m u n ity  re c re a 
tion  associa tions shou ld  be 
th e  le a d e rs  t e l l in g  the  
de p a rtm e n t w hat the  com 
m u n ity  w ants. The re c re a 
tion  co -o rd in a to rs  a re  do ing

a good jo b  w ith  re c re a tio n  
g ro u p s  th ro u g h o u t the  
c i t y . ”

There  are  12 c o m m u n ity  
a s s o c ia t io n s  in  th e  c i t y  
w h ich  w o rk  w ith  d e p a rt
m e n t c o -o rd in a to r s  to  
a r ra n g e  p ro g ra m s  fo r  the 
v a r io u s  c o m m u n ity  
cen tres. Some o f the groups 
o rig in a te d  fro m  re c re a tio n  
c o m m is s io n s  th a t s e rve d  
a re a s  l ik e  th e  N o r th  
N e c h a k o  and V a n w a y  
b e fo re  th e  c i t y  w as 
e n la rg e d  in  1975. O th e rs , 
l ik e  th e  D uche ss  P a rk  
group, began la te r.

“ I ’ m v e ry  c o n c e rn e d  
a b o u t p u b l ic  r e la t io n s , ’ ’ 
F u r lo n g  in s is ts . “ T h a t ’ s 
w h a t th is  is a ll about. I w ant 
people to get to know  us, to 
com e in  and ta lk .

“ One th in g  M a tt  B r ig g s  
( th e  fo r m e r  re c re a t io n  
d ire c to r, now re t ire d )  said 
th a t I re a lly  agree w ith  is

th a t p u b lic  re la tio n s  is m ost 
im p o rta n t.

" I  w a n t to open the door 
to people so we can p rov ide  
them  w ith  w hat the y  w ant, 
not w ha t we w a n t.”

He says tha t a lth ough  the 
re c re a t io n  p ro g ra m  he re  
has been  e f fe c t iv e  th e  
increase in the c i t y ’s popu
la tio n  pu ts  a constan t p res
su re  on to  be e ve n  m o re  
e ffec tive .

“ Y o u ’ l l  a lw ays get d is 
sa tis fa c tio n  and you a lw ays 
fe e l th e  need fo r  m o re  
fa c ilit ie s  bu t P rin ce  George 
has its  fa ir  share o f w orld - 
class a th le tes  and it  w ou l
d n ’ t have go tten the m  w ith 
out fa c ilit ie s  and good prog 
ra m s ,"  F u rlo n g  says.

“ W e ’ ve p ro d u c e d  J im  
F o w lie s  (s w im m in g ) ,  and 
S id  M c K n ig h ts  (b o x in g )  
and w e’ re go ing to produce 
m any m o re .”

P a r k w o o d  M a l l  
P h o n o  5 6 2 - 5 8 6 9
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B o o tle g g e rs , d ru g  pushers 
and the dependent psycho log i
ca l bonds o f p rison  l iv in g  are 
som e o f the  p ro b le m s  fa c in g  
L yn n  F itz p a tr ic k .

As d ir e c to r  o f th e  P r in c e  
G e o rg e  A c t iv a to r  C e n tre , 
F i t z p a t r ic k  and h is  s ix -  
m e m b e r  s t a f f  m u s t d e a l 
w ith  these p rob lem s e ve ry  day 

he lp ing  in m a te s  on w o rk  re l
ease p ro g ra m s  in te g ra te  them 
selves back in to  soc ie ty .

A nd in  do ing  so th e y  have to 
w a lk  an e m o tio n a l t ig h t-ro p e  
s tre tc h e d  be tw een  a need to 
ha ve  p e rso n a l re la t io n s h ip s  
w ith  inm a tes  o r th e ir  fr ie nds  
and the re q u ire m e n ts  imposed 
by the co rre c tio n a l system .

On a d a y - to -d a y  le v e l th is  
m eans the y  m ust be hum ane 
to  “ s tre e t”  people v is it in g  the 
cen tre , ye t see they don’ t in te r
fe re  w ith  th e  r e h a b i l i ta t io n  
process.

W hich isn ’ t the easiest th in g  
to do since m a n y  s tre e t people 
have persona l hab its  not con
d u c iv e  to  m a in ta in in g  s t r ic t  
ru le s  in  the  cen tre  p ro h ib it in g  
d rugs , a lcoho l and sexua l con
ta c t w ith  the opposite  sex.

“ A lo t  o f  th e m  d o n ’ t even 
know  people h e re ,”  exp la ined  
F itz p a tr ic k . " B u t  the y  v is it  the 
cen tre  because they don ’ t have 
an yw h ere  else to  go .”

“ So they com e in the re  sm e l
l in g  bad, w ith  ra m p a n t staph 
in fe c tions  and both eyes swol
len shut because th e y ’ ve been 
beaten u p ,”  sa id  F itz p a tr ic k .

‘ ‘ Y e t th e  k in d  o f  p e rso n  
(c o u n s e llo r )  who c o u ld  k ic k  
the m  out w ou ld  be too v ic ious 
a n d  c o ld -b lo o d e d  to  w o rk  
he re , so we som e tim es  have 
an im po ss ib le  c o n flic t .”

And w h ile  d e a ling  w ith  p rob 
le m s  in  th e  c e n tre ,  th e

M A R K  A N N I V E R S A R Y

TO R O NTO  (C P ) -  C e leb ra
tion s  fo r the N a tion a l B a lle t o f 
C anada ’s 25th a n n iv e rs a ry  w ill 
e x te n d  o v e r a 10-day p e rio d . 
The ac tu a l a n n iv e rs a ry  date, 
N ov. 12, m a rk s  25 yea rs  to the 
n ig h t when C e lia  F ra n c a  f irs t  
launched a com pany  o f 30 dan
c e rs  in c lu d in g  h e rs e lf  in  a 
m ixe d  p ro g ra m  o f pas de deux 
and on e-ac t b a lle ts  a t E a ton  
A u d ito r iu m  in 1951.

Activator director Lynn Fitzpatrick shows inmate 
good cooking technique.

A c t iv a to r  s ta f f  a re  a lso  
re q u ire d  to know w here  the 25- 
30 inm a tes in  the p ro g ra m  are 
at a ll tim e s .

A lth o u g h  tw o  c o r re c t io n a l 
o ff ice rs  fro m  the re g io n a l co r
re c tio n a l cen tre  ass is t in  w ork - 
in g  w i th  th e  p o lic e  and 
em p loye rs  when an inm a te  is 
on a w o rk  re lease, the key to 
the p ro g ra m ’s success is often 
the persona l re la tio n sh ip  th a t 
e x is ts  b e tw e e n  s ta f f  and 
inm ates.

“ M ost o f the in te rn a l con
tro ls  are  p e rsona l,”  sa id  F itz 
p a tr ic k .  “ L ik e  I w on ’ t  b r in g  
booze in  because I  have a pe r
sonal c o m m ittm e n t to the pe r
son w o rk in g ."

“ B u t w hen someone knocks 
on y o u r w indow  w ith  a c a rd 
b o a rd  box o f booze a s k in g  
w h a t you w ould  lik e  . . . i t ’ s 
ju s t a b it  too m u c h ."

M o s t in m a te s  a re  a b le  to  
ad ju s t to the  te m p ta tio n s  and 
o n ly  about 18 per cen t are  sent 
back to  ja i l  be fore th e ir  w o rk  
re le a se  p ro g ra m s  have  been 
com ple ted .

F itz p a tr ic k  says the average 
le n g th  fo r  in m a te s  is  th re e  
m onths, a lth ough  som e people 
have been a llow ed to  s tay  lon 
ge r i f  the y  pay fo r th e ir  room  
and board.

Some inm a tes f in d  they need 
e x tra  t im e  to ad ju s t to l ife  ou t
side p rison .

And the s ta f f  he lp  them  w ith  
th is  by te a c h in g  th e m  to  be 
se lf-su ffic ie n t.

One m ethod fo r th is  is in the 
hand ling  o f the food a llow ance.

A lth o u g h  food cou ld  be p ro 
v ided ch e a p ly  i f  i t  was cooked 
fo r them , inm a tes a re  instead 
g iven  a $5 food a llow ance  d a ily  
so the y  ca n  bu d g e t p ro p e r ly  
and p repa re  th e ir  ow n m eals 
in a k itch e n  a t the cen tre .

Since an in m a te ’s pay check
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A c t i v a t o r s  o n  e m o t i o n a l  t i g h t r o p e
is  se n t b a c k  to  th e  c o r re c 
tion a l ce n tre  w h ile  he is w o rk 
in g , an  in m a te  m u s t save  
m o n e y  b y  c o o k in g  h is  ow n 
m eals i f  he is to have enough 
m oney fo r  o th e r necessities.

Inm a tes  in  the p ro g ra m  are 
also encouraged to take  p a rt in  
c a m p in g , f is h in g  a n d  o th e r  
ou td o o r a c t iv it ie s  p lan ned  at 
the cen tre .

In  a d d it io n  to  s e r v ic in g  
inm a tes fro m  the fe d e ra l and 
p ro v in c ia l co rre c tio n a l sys
tem , the ce n tre  also provides 
sh o rt- te rm  housing fo r federa l 
in m a te s  on d a y  p a ro le  and 
others fro m  the d e to x ifica tio n  
cen tre .

A b o u t 40 p e r c e n t o f the  
in m a te s  in  the  w o rk  re le ase

DURING OUR

p ro g ra m  are  fro m  the  P rince  
G e o rg e  C o r re c t io n  C e n tre , 
w ith  an o th e r 35 per cen t com 
ing  fro m  the federa l pen iten
t ia ry  system .

WINDSHIELD . .
wiper blades c.No C h a rg e

L e a v e  y o u r  c a r  a t  F o x  G l a s s ,  a n d  w e  w ill d e l i v e r  y o u  t o  y o u r  

s h o p p i n g  a r e a  a n d  p ic k  y o u  u p  w h e n  y o u  a r e  f i n i s h e d .

W in d s h ie ld  w i p e r  b l a d e s  i n s t a l l e d  a t  n o  c h a r g e ,  
w i t h  e a c h  w i n d s h i e l d  r e p l a c e m e n t

t e j
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G L A S S

O n ly  2 B locks f ro m  the  ICBC C la im s  Centre 
OPEN ALL D AY SATU RD AY

L o c a l l y  O w n e d  a n d  O p e r a t e d .  G l a s s  r e p a i r s  o f  a l l  t y p e s  

M I R R O R S  -  P L E X I G L A S S  -  F R A M E S

5 6 2 -6 6 6 1

Inventory Clearance Sale!

S a t u r d a y ,  J u l y  1 0 t h

W e ' r e  o v e r s t o c k e d  o n  s o m e  o f  o u r  m a s o n r y  i t e m s  a n d  w e  h a v e  t o  c l e a r  t h e m  o u t  

. . . t h e r e ' s  6 0  p r o d u c t s  o n  s a l e  s o  m a k e  p l a n s  t o  jo in  u s  o n  S a t u r d a y .  T h e s e  i t e m s  

» a r e  i d e a l  fo r:

— Incinerators
— S t o r a g e  S h e d s
— Flow ers

— B arbe cu  es
— Pla nters
— Patios 

— A g l o w  Firelogs Borders

O C E A N  C O N S T R U C T I O N  S U P P L I E S  

N O R T H E R N  L I M I T E D

North  N ech a ko  Road 5 6 3 -1 6 5 61560  O g i lv ie  St. Phone


