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C O N T R O V E R S IA L  A R T  C O M P L E X

Parisians love 'centre'
D U A R T F A R Q U H A R S O N  

So uth nm  N ew s S e rv ice s
PARIS — It ’s about as 

French as the Calgary Stam­
pede. It has the charm of a 
boiler room and the historical 
appeal of a Brave New World 
You could put the $200 million 

Georges Pompidou National 
Centre of Art and Culture down 
anywhere—except in Paris. Its 
aggressive functionalism is 
pure Americana, its architects 
arc English and Italian, its di­
rector Swedish.

Yet it’s here: garishly 
painted red, orange and blue 
pipes surrounding, inside-out, 
six storeys of glass and steel 
the size of two football fields, 
smack in the middle of grey, 
old, pasteltinged Paris.

And the Parisians love it.
In its first week open to the 

public the world’s biggest cul­
tural super-market has re­
ceived 200,000 visitors, almost 
all of them that special cranky, 
critical breed known as na­
tives of this city.

They’ve fought through 
police barricades, lost buttons 
off their coats and huddled, 
cattle-fashion behind fences in 
the mud and rain waiting their 
chance to push finally through 
the centre’s doors built to 
handle a mere 10,000 people a 
day.

Being Parisians, many of 
them come to jeer. If Monsieur 
Pompidou, the late French 
president who received the 
centre as “a monument to our 
epoch", could be here he would 
be more impressed by their 
numbers than their shouted 
comments.

“ The exterior is shocking 
but the interior is revolting,” 
said a 50-year-old saleswo­
man. “ It is a monstrosity 
which will display to foreig­
ners the decadence of Fr­
ance."

“ What atrociously bad taste 
and what a relief to know that 
the architects are not 
French.” said a history 
teacher from a Paris high 
school, in a typical comment.

She was no less angry to be 
informed that some Canadians 
had objected to the payment of 
vast sums to Paris architect 
Roger Taillibert for the build­
ing of Montreal’s Olympic 
stadium. Pompidou Centre ar­
chitects Renzo Piano of Milan 
and Richard Rogers of London 
won an international competi­
tion with more than 60 applic­
ants.

“ All those glass-in gang­
ways are just like the pas­
senger ramps at Charles de 
Gaulle’s hideous airport", said 
a racehorse owner, puffing up

an excalator put out of action 
by the authorities for the 
crowd's safety. “Pantheon of 
the arts, indeed", she winced.

The centre has been given 
many unkind labels from 
"Pompidouleum", to "a han­
gar for art", to "a cultural oil 
refinery". Its architects prefer 
“ living urban machine", a 
surprisingly apt description 
when viewed from the street 
with its human circulation 
surging like blood through 
glass arteries.

Seen as a new people palace 
rather than the erected mec­
cano set it looked like before 
opening, the centre clearly has 
a future.

Despite all the carping the 
French have already learned 
to enjoy it. An opinion poll pub­
lished Sednesday by the mass 
circulation newspaper France 
Soir found that 73 per cent of its

P O N T IA C

readers who had toured the 
centre like it.

When the question was 
whether they would advise 
their friends to come and see it 
the affirmative reply of the 
same respondents went up to 
84 per cent.

A survey of French artists 
and experts would probably 
come up wilh a less enthusias­
tic response. But then that 
group wanted to pull down an 
earlier “Tower of Babel", the 
Kiffel Tower, which no one any 
longer opposes as a Paris 
landmark

The Mark of Great Cars

"Nobody's Got it Like Pontiac . . .
W hen you're hot, you're hot'

Schu ltz  P on tia c  

B u ick  Ltd.
1111 Central St. 563-0271
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C O L L E G E  O F  N E W  C A L E D O N I A

Speed Reading Program
C N C .  1153-0

This is a p roven  C o llege  p ro g ra m  th a t w ill e n a b le  /o u  to  
increase  your re n d in g  ra te  w h ile  im p ro v in g  co m pre h e n-

7 00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
........................ :n

M ondays and W ednesdays
February 14 to M arch 23

Tuition: $30.00 (plus text)

GENERAL EDU CAT IO N  DEVELOPMENT TEST 
(G.E.D.)

OR IENTATIO N  P R O G R A M  A N D  TESTS

The G .E .D . test is des ig n ed  to  test fo r G ra d e  ’ 2 e qu iva le n cy . 
S uccessful co m p le tio n  o f the tests results in a G ra d e  12 
e qu iva le n cy  ce rtif ic a te .
The C o llege  o f N ew  C a le d on ia  S tudy Skills personnel w ill be 
h o ld ing  a 4 w eek o rie n ta tio n  p ro g ra m  fo r persons w ho  w ish 
to  w rite  the  G .E.D . exam .

Orientation Program:
Tuesdays and Thursdays 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.

March 8th to March 31st 

Test a p p lic a tio n s  a re  a v a i’ab le  a t the S tudent Services o f ­
fic e , C. N .C ., a nd  m ust be  m a ile d  to V ic to ria  p rio r lo  M a rch  
25th.

Test Dates: April 1, 6:00 to 10:00 p.m.
April 2, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

For a p p lic a tio n  fo rm s, o rie n ta tio n  p ro g ra m  re g is tra tio n  or 
m ore  in fo rm a tio n  co n ta c t:

Student Services
The College of New Caledonia
2001 Central Street
Prince George, B.C.
V2N  1P8
562-2131 Local 291 ____

C H O K ER S!

McMARTIN 
MACHINERY LTD

1004 Park Ave. 

BCR Industrial Site

Ph. 563-1717 Days 

or 564-4672 Nights

he^ a y

S t r a n d  C r u i s e s

nif i« * famous
M e d ite rra n e a n
3  g r e a t  c h o i c e s  

a n d  a  n e w  c r u i s e  s h i p .

A l l  n e w  f o r  S u m m e r ’7 7 . from'

2 weeks incLairfare from Vancouver, Calgary or Edmonton

n
Rome, Tangier, 
Cannes, Naples, 
Majorca, Malaga, 
Gibraltar, 
Sardinia, Sicily.

$
from

Turkey, Athens, 
Rome, Tunis,
Malta, Crete,
Sicily, Rhodes,
Naples, Mykonos. from

$924
Israel, Turkey, 
Crete, Malta,
> Sicily, Athens, 
Mykonos, Rhodes.

from
IS O LD E S  2 WHOLE C H )S 1\ ISRAEL

$948

Departure*every second Saturday from 
A p ril 16 to October £♦, 1977.
Better than ever!

. with 3 new itineraries and a new ship t<i»!
The ss. Ithaca is fullv stabilized. . fuUy air 

conditioned and elegantly furnished with all the 
amenities you would expect on a superior cruise 
ship, including bars, lounges casino night 
club... swimming pool elevators and so very 
much more.

Friendly, informal cruising of the kind that 
Strand is famous tor but don't ask how »*• do it 
for the price, just join us for the holiday of 
your life.
Features include:
•  Round trip jet flight via I'aiifn Western Airlines
•  Free inflight meals and bar
•  All transfers and haggage handling
•  Two week cruise aboard ss Ithaca
•  .All meals, with choice of menu
•  Air conditioned, carpeted cabin with private 

facilities
•  Full program of onboard entertainment
•  Optional shore excursions

w m r S t r a n d  C r u is e s
A N D  H U N D RE D S  OF OTHER V ACA T ION S TO C H O O SE  FROM  

BO OK  N O W I LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE

Prince George  
564-1999

Kam loops
374-9459

Vernon
542-4831

Kelow na
763-9466

Penticton
493-3200

Trail
368-6264

Ĵ utteon’s J5ayi (Tompann

.
■

A  S a l u t e  t o  t h e  

C e n t r a l  I n t e r i o r  

F o r e s t  I n d u s t r y !

This is a fea tu re  ed ition w hich  will be  pub lished  M arch  25th, 

1977.

Over 20 ,500  copies of this spec ia l s u pp lem en t will be  inc luded  

in The C itizen to all subscribers.

This edition will fe a tu re  local news stories a n d  pictures dep ic t ­

ing the g re a t  im po r tan ce  of the forest industry to the interior of 

British C o lu m b ia .

M ake  sure your firm  is inc luded  in this souvenir edition w ith a 

d isp lay  adve rt isem en t telling your story.

P h o n e  5 6 2 - 2 4 4 1  a n d  a s k  f o r  a  

C i t i z e n  S a l e s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .


