CONTROVERSIAL ART COMPLEX

Parisians love ‘centre’

DUART FARQUHARSON
Southam News Services

PARIS It's about as
French as the Calgary Stam
pede. It has the charm of a
boiler room and the historical
appeal of a Brave New World
You could put the $200 million
Georges Pompidou National
Centre of Art and Culture down
anywhere—exceptin Paris. Its
aggressive functionalism is
pure Americana, its architects
are English and Italian, its di-
rector Swedish.

Yet it's here: garishly
painted red, orange and blue
pipes surrounding, inside-out,
six storeys of glass and steel
the size of two football fields,
smack in the middle of grey,
old, pasteltinged Paris.

And the Parisians love it.

In its first week open to the
public the world’s biggest cul-
tural super-market has re-
ceived 200,000 visitors, almost
all of them that special cranky,
critical breed known as na-
tives of this city.

They've fought through
police barricades, lost buttons
off their coats and huddled,
cattle-fashion behind fences in
the mud and rain waiting their
chance to push finally through
the centre's doors built to
handle a mere 10,000 people a
day.

Being Parisians, many of
them come to jeer. If Monsieur
Pompidou, the late French
president who received the
centre as ‘‘a monument to our
epoch’, could be here he would
be more impressed by their
numbers than their shouted
comments.

‘“The exterior is shocking
but the interior is revolting,”
said a 50-year-old saleswo-
man. ‘It is a monstrosity
which will display to foreig-
ners the decadence of Fr-
ance.”

‘*‘What atrociously bad taste
and what a relief to know that
the architects are not
French,”” said a history
teacher from a Paris high
school, in a typical comment.

She was no less angry to be
informed that some Canadians
had objected to the payment of
vast sums to Paris architect
Roger Taillibert for the build-
ing of Montreal's Olympic
stadium. Pompidou Centre ar-
chitects Renzo Piano of Milan
and Richard Rogers of London
won an international competi-
tion with more than 60 applic-
ants.

‘*All those glass-in gang-
ways are just like the pas-
senger ramps at Charles de
Gaulle's hideous airport'’, said
a racehorse owner, puffing up

an excalator put out of action
by the authorities for the
crowd's safety. ““Pantheon of
the arts, indeed'’, she winced.

The centre has been given
many unkind labels from
“Pompidouleum’, to “‘a han-
gar for art’’, to “‘a cultural oil
refinery’’. Its architects prefer
“living urban machine'’, a
surprisingly apt description
when viewed from the street
with its human circulation
surging like blood through
glass arteries.

Seen as a new people palace
rather than the erected mec-
cano set it looked like before
opening, the centre clearly has
a future

Despite all the carping the
French have already learned
te enjoy it. An opinion poll pub-
lished Sednesday by the mass
circulation newspaper France
Soir found that 73 per cent of its
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readers who had toured the
centre like it

When the question was
whether they would advise
their friends to come and see it
the affirmative reply of the
same respondents went up to
84 per cent

A survey of French artists
and experts would probably
come up with a less enthusias-
tic response. But then that
group wanted to pull down an
earlier ““Tower of Babel'', the
Eiffel Tower, which no one any
longer opposes as a Paris
landmark
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COLLEGE OF NEW CALEDONIA
Speed Reading Program
C.N.C. 1153-0

This is a proven College program that will enable you to
increase your reading rate while improving comprehen

Mondays and Wednesdays

GENERAL EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT TEST
(G.E.D.)
ORIENTATION PROGRAM AND TESTS

The G.E.D. testis designed to test for Grade 12 equivalency.
Successful completion of the tests results in a Grode 12

The College of New Caledonia Study Skills personnel will be
holding a 4 week orientation program for persons who wish

Orientation Program:

Test applications are avai'able at the Student Services of-
, and must be mailed to Victoria prior to March

Test Dates: April 1, 6:00 to 10:00 p.m.
April 2, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

For application forms, orientation program registration or

Student Services

The College of New Caledonia
2001 Central Street

Prince George, B.C.

V2N 1P8

562-2131 Local 291

7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
February 14 to March 23

7:00 to 10:00 p.m.
March 8th to March 31st
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All new for Summer 77, f83

and a new cruise Shlp

2 weeks incl.airfare from Vancouver, Calgary or Edmonton

Departures every second Saturday from

l{()me, Tanmer’ April 16 to October 29, 1977,

) 4
Cannes, I\aples, Better than ever!
Majorca’ Malag‘a’ with 3 new itinerarnies and a new ship too!

The ss. Ithaca 1s fully stabilized .. fully air
conditioned and elegantly furnished .. with all the
amenities you would expect on a superior cruise

Gibraltar,
Sardinia, Sicily.

899

ship, including bars .. Jounges .. .casino...night
club...swimming pool .. elevators .. and so very
Turkey, Athens, mui'ch nr:ilrt' g
[ “riendly, informal cruising of the kind that
R()me, Tunls' Strand is famous for ... but don’t ask how we do it
Malta, Crete, for the price, just join us for the holiday of

your life,

Sicily, Rhodes,
Naples, Mykonos, from

Features include:
® Round trip jet flight via Pacific Western Airlines
® Free inflight meals and bar

lSl'ae‘, Turkey' @ All transfers and baggage hanaling
® Two week cruise aboard ss. Ithaca
C.re.te’ Malta' @ All meals. with choice of menu
SICl]y, Athens, @ Air-conditioned, carpeted cabin with private
facihties
My‘(onos, RhOdeS. @ Full program of on-board entertainment i
Lo ® Optional shore excursions

fro
INCLUDES 2WHOLE DAYS IN ISIHI:L
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StrandlCruises

AND HUNDREDS OF OTHER VACATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM
BOOK NOW!I LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE

"By Clicailow Ulllage

Prince George Kamloops Kelowna Penticton

564-1999 374-9459 542-4831 763-9466 493-3200
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A Salute to the
entral Interior
Forest Industry!

This is a feature edition which will be published March 25th,
1977.

Over 20,500 copies of this special supplement will be included
in The Citizen to all subscribers.

This edition will feature local news stories and pictures depict-
ing the great importance of the forest industry to the interior of
British Columbia.

Make sure your firm is included in this souvenir edition with a
display advertisement telling your story.

Phone 562-2441 and ask for a
Citizen Sales Representative.




