
H A N K  ILE S IC

Eskimos' punter 
still in school

EDMONTON (CP) -  
Hank Ilesic went back to 
school at St. Joseph’s High 
Sept. 3 — as probably the 
only Grade 12 student in 
professional football.

Ilesic, who won the na­
tional pass, kick and punt 
competition three years 
ago as a 14-year-old, is a 
punter for Edmonton Es­
kimos of the Western Foot­
ball Conference — a story 
that even coach Hugh 
Campbell is having a tough 
time believing.

Ilesic now is so confident 
in his kicking abilities that 
at training camp he pre­
dicted it was just a matter 
of time before he took a job 
away from Dave Cutler, 
Edmonton’s place-kicking 
specialist and the man who 
holds the CFL career re­
cord for points scored.

His team-mates call him 
Big Foot OR Sasquatch (he 
wears size 13 shoes), Dr. 
Spock (he has big ears) or 
sim ply Shank (when he 
muffs a kick).

In his second game as a 
full-fledged professional he 
saw some action during the 
pre-season exhibition 
grind, Ilesic’s first punt — 
into the wind — travelled a 
humiliating 23 yards before 
it went out of bounds.

“ That’s the first time I 
saw the pressure get to 
him ,” said Campbell, who 
promptly chewed out his 
young punter.

Ilesic rebounded, how­
ever, finished the game 
with a 42-yard punting av­
erage, and Edmonton 
whipped Calgary Stamped 
ers 22-8.

Ilesic had been welcomed 
to pro ranks six days earlier 
by a few Montreal Alouettes 
after his first regular- 
season punt soared 55 
yards.

“ Somebody caught me 
with an elbow on the back of 
my helmet. Half the time I 
couldn't see the ball leave 
my hands.”

Campbell had been 
doubtful whether to use 
Ilesic, the c lub ’s best 
punter in training camp, 
and Gerald Kunyk, a 
former Stampeder, got the 
season-starting assig- 
nemnt. Kunyk has since 
been cut.

"When he came to camp 
he asked Ray Jauch and me 
to promise him that if he 
was our best punter we’d 
play him. We waited until 
the seventh league game 
because we wanted to be 
sure that he could get along 
in the pro environment. . 
.that he had the maturity to 
go with the position.”

After his impressive out­
ing against Montreal, Ilesic 
was mumbling something 
about quitting school — a 
rem ark that brought an 
immediate reaction from 
Jauch and Campbell.

“ Both of them said,
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Yo u n g  H a n k  I le s ic  fo llo w s th ro ug h  on a k ic k .

‘Hank, what’s this about not 
going back to school?’ ’ ’ 
Ilesic said. " I  told them that 
because of the way I was 
scrambled in that game I 
wasn’t making any sense. I 
said I planned to go back to 
school. They just warned 
me to make sure.”

Ilesic said his first day

back at school wasn’t too 
bad.

“ I got teased about what 
happened on that first kick 
in Calgary. I hope the kids 
don’t change toward me too 
much. I don’t think I ’ve 
changed.

“ One thing I ’ve noticed 
already. I do get more re­
spect than before.”

R e tire m e n t no  p ro b le m
REGINA (C P )- It  has been 

more than a year now since 
George Reed heard the cheers.

For 13 years he was No.34 
with Saskatchewan
Roughriders, the crashing full­
back nonpareil.

But in May of last year he 
called it quits and sent his 
sweater to the Canadian Foot­
ball Legue’s Hall of Fame.

The huge gap left in the life 
of a retiring athlete has not 
been a problem for Reed at the 
age of 37. He always had other 
interests—cooking, music, 
tropical fish, houseplants.

The pressure of fame was 
one of the reasons for his quitt­
ing the game and Reed now 
finds that his name is far from 
forgotten in this city in which 
football is a religion.

He now does color commen­
tary for broadcasts of CFL 
games. In addition to his job 
as a promotion manager for a 
brewery, he is deeply involved 
in the George Reed Foundation 
for the Handicapped.

“ I got out of the game 
because I wasn’t willing any 
more to put up with the mental 
strain and physical pain,” said 
Reed, who was brought up with 
11 brothers and sisters in Ren­
ton, Wash., where his father 
worked as a machine operator 
in a steel mill.

" I  could have put up with the 
physical pain that you endure 
playing the game of football, 
but the mental strain of the 
game had begun to take its toll 
on me.

“ That’s probably the real 
reason I got out. I wasn’t able 
to take what you would call the 
BS in football any more.”

Reed said the mental pres­

sure for a football player is 
constant.

“ Pressure that you have to 
win, that you have to be the 
best at your position day in and 
day out. The pressure that 
people put on you when you 
lose a football game. The pres­
sure that’s put on your family. 
The pressure of seeing a guy 
sit by you for five years and 
all of a sudden he’s told he’s 
not good enough to play the 
game.

"That affects you. Espe­
cially if they become pretty 
close to you. You see a guy 
come in and you know he 
hasn’t received a fair shot at 
making the football team. That 
bothers you. ...”

Reed does miss the exhilara­
tion of playing the game and 
of being with the men he spent 
so much time with.

However, he makes a point 
of not seeing too much of his 
old friends because he doesn’t 
want to spend his time reliving 
his football career.

Reed has other things to live 
for now.

" I  first got interested in the 
handicapped back in 1969. 
They wanted to put on some 
special games here for the 
mentally handicapped people 
and they had to have a way of 
rais ing  some money. They 
asked me to help organize a 
dinner and to let my name 
stand as a head coach of the 
games.

“ So I got involved and I have 
been working for them since 
that time.”

The George Reed Founda­
tion for the Handicapped was

established in October, 1975, 
with an anonymous donation of 
$15,000. At its last annual meet­
ing this summer, the founda­
tion had almost $46,000 on 
deposit and another $7,100 due 
from a hockey benefit.

Reed’s goal is $lm illion in 
the bank, from which an 
annual endowment of about 
$100,000 can be used to provide 
scholarships and various ser­
vices for handicapped.

Reed, former president of 
the CFL Players’ Association, 
said the association has been 
able to get the "fairest con­
tract, from the standpoint of 
the conditions that you play 
under, of any sport th a t’s 
operating in North America 
today.”

CFL players were making a 
good living, but not necessarily 
huge salaries. He estimated 
the average salary in the 
league is about $25,000 a year.

Reed has two daughters and 
a teen-age son at home. The 
son is interested in football, but . 
he’s not getting any pushing 
from his father. It will be his 
own decision whether to 
pursue a football career.

L a u d a  t e s t i n g  

a n o t h e r  c a r  

f o r  B r a b h a m
VALLELUNGA, Italy (AP) 

— World driv ing champion 
Niki Lauda of Austria tested a 
Brabham-Alfa Romeo BT45 
for the first time Tuesday on 
this track north of Rome, but 
said he hoped to make his 
debut in the 1978 world For­
mula 1 championship at the 
wheel of the new, revolutio­
nary BT46 model.

Lauda described as "non­
sense” reports that the new 
car would not be ready for 
years.

"The new Brabham is being 
tested in England by John Wat­
son,” Lauda said. " I f  the tests 
over the next two weeks prove 
successful I may have the 
BT46 for the Grand Prix of 
Argentina in January. I have 
found the old model competi­
tive, but Watson says the new 
one is even faster."

Lauda, however, conceeded 
there still were problems to be 
solved for the BT46.

Injured
wasn't

TORONTO (CP) -  Paul 
Carson didn’t discover until 
the 1977 pro ski racing season 
was over that he had been rac­
ing almost three months with a' 
broken pelvis.

“ It wasn’t just a hairline,” 
says Carson. “The pelvis was 
in two pieces, broken right 
where the hamstring muscle 
attaches to the bone."

The 25-year-old racer re­
fused to use the injury as an 
excuse for last season’s re­
sults, especially since it was 
his best in four years on the pro 
ski circuit where he finished 
11th over all.

" I  couldn’t walk or even sit 
without pa in ," he said this 
week while preparing to return 
to the World Pro Ski (WPS) 
tour. “ By the last race (in Ap­
ril) I couldn’t free ski at all. I 
would just get into the gate and 
go.”

His standing m ight have 
been much better, however. 
After the third race of the sea­
son, at Winter Park, Colo., 
where he broke the bone, Car­
son was standing third.

His spine realigned itself to 
compensate for the in jury, 
causing him  back pains 
through the summer and, fi­
na lly , a slipped disc. He’s 
taken a full month off training 
to allow the back time to mena.

“The doctor says it will be 
stronger than ever,” Carson 
said before leaving for Copper 
Mountain, Colo. Carson and 
the other three Canadians on 
the WPS tour this year are 
going to need strong backs to 
get through the schedule that 
includes racing every weekend 
after Christmas.

That doesn’t worry Carson. 
“ It’s looking very good,” he

observed. “ There’s $633,000 
prize money already posted, 
starting with an $80,000 race at 
Aspen (Colo.). There are 15 
races in all, including three in 
Canada.”

From their performances 
last year, Canadian skiers fi­
nally appear set to take their 
share of the loot.

A lain Cousineau of 
Brownsburg, Que., skied into 
sixth place while Doug Wood­
cock of Oshawa, Ont., finished 
in 10th.

This year they’ll be joined by 
former national team ace Jim  
Hunter of Calgary.

" I t  will probably take him 
some time to ad just,’ ’ said 
Carson of his new team-mate. 
“ He’ll probably have to pay his 
dues, just like everyone else. I 
thought I was pretty hot when I 
came off the national team, but 
it took me half a year before I 
even qualified for a race.

“There are a few surprises 
waiting for Jungle (J im ).” 

Hunter will be spared the 
task of a matchup with Fren­
chman Henri Duvillard, who 
retired last season after 
dom inating  the pro circuit
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WINTER-BEATER 
SPECIAL
Save now on 
John Deere Snow 

Blowers

Why sutler another winter ot sore 
hands and aching back muscles’ 
Buy a John Deere Snow Blower 
now and save Choose Irom two 
wide-tracking models The 7-horse- 
power snow blower cuts a 26-Inch 
swath The 8-horsepower cuts a 
path 32 inches wide 

Both models feature two-stage 
design with 16-inch augor live 
lorward speeds and a power

reverse A key switch prevents 
unauthorized operation 

For safety there s an auger drive 
interlock system, and a pressure- 
activated clutch that must be held 
down tor blower to operate 

Throttle gear selector, and auger 
controls are located on the handle­
bar console within easy reach 
Large 16-inch-diameter tires 
provide traction

See us today for a John Deere...and save

FOREST CHAIN 
SAW LTD.

814-5th Avenue 563-1021
DL 00933A

For
ALDERMAN
Elect

Ed
Bodner

Ed w ill  work for:
•  A New Library

•  6 Day Shopping

•  Secondary Industry

•  Improved Staffing at Firehalls

•  Improved Recreation Facilities

•  Upgraded Public Transport

•  Decentralized City Public Works

For in form ation  or a  r id e  to the p o lls  c a ll :  
5 6 3 -1 1 1 6  or 5 6 4 -2 1 1 6

skier 
aware
forthree years. He won 10of20 
races last season.

“ After Dudu, there are about 
10 guys who are eally close,” 
claims Carson, “ so it should be 
a hectic race for first place.” 

The three Canadian races on 
the tour are scheduled for 
Mont Ste. Anne, Que., Jan. 7-8; 
Blue Mountain near Col- 
lingwood, Ont., Feb. 18-19, and 
the Paskapoo area near Cal­
gary, March 18-19.

P r e ^ S n o w

WINTER
CLEAR-OUT
SALE!

THE CITIZEN, Prince George — Friday, November 18, 1977 — 17

D IN IN G  SUNDAYS?

THE VIENNA SCHNITZEL RESTAURANT 

563- 755 0

LOWEST 
PRICES  

EVER  
10 % -3 5%  OFF

C H E C K  T H E S E  P R I C E S I

No. 3, V-Joint, Channel,
T & G, 1x4, 1x6, 1 x 8...............  200/M

Fir Construction
Lumber 2x4, 2x6 or 2 x 8 ............................................ 250/M

Utility
Grade 2x4, 2x8 or 2 x 1 0 ...............................................  I  A J /  M

Oddments of Asst'd.
Boards 2‘ to 6 '. V a rio u s w id th s & th ick n e sse s e a c h  25c
Shorts
In patte rn  stock, 3 5 %  O f f ....................... ...............Now w U O /  M

All
Other
Stock

10% Off

CLEA R O U T S P E C IA LS

We are C losing Saturday, 
Nov. 26th  For the W in te r 

See you Next Spring!

THE
CEDAR
CENTRE

562-6712
HOURS: Tues. - Sat.

Hwy. 97 S. Quesnel

•
W eigh Scale

P O.M. Machine W orki

B.C.R. Stora
Y“  “  C E D A R  C E N T R E  *

8:30 - 12:30 and 1:30 - 5:30

1978

FREE-AIR
COMPACT

Fun-loving sportabout fo r  teenagers 
and adults who like to  travel light
Head for the white open spaces on 
the newest member of the John 
Deere Snowmobile family...the 
exciting Spitfire compact.

Powered by a 340 cc free-air 
engine and weighing in at 275 
pounds, Spitfire can romp all day at 
trail riding speeds. An aluminum 
slide-rail suspension adjusts to 
your weight and snow conditions. 
And a unique direct drive system

has about 40 fewer parts than the 
drive on many competitive sleds.

Spitfire is compact in size, but 
not in features. Like our other 
sleds. Spitfire features CD ignition. 
Mikuni carburetion. and a riveted 
grouser-bar track.

Come in today and look over the 
all-new Spitfire. The truly compact 

.sled, at a truly compact price.

^OtWOUMy
S e e  us today for a new  John D eere Spitfire, 
color-matched fashions, financing, parts and serv ice

FOREST CHAIN 
SAW LTD.

814-5th Avenue 563-1021
DL 0 0 9 3 3 A


