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N O RTH ERN  B . C .  WINTER G A M E S

Only the Olympics were bigger
Get ready Prince George 

for the second largest athle
tic  event ever held in North 
A m e rica  — a fte r  the 
M ontreal Olympics.

That’s the Northern B.C. 
W inter Games, to be held 
here Feb. 2-5. And if  you 
think someone’s exaggerat
ing, ta lk to Games manager 
John Furlong.

S itting in the c iv ic  prop
erties office, wearing hisof- 
f ic ia l Games suit and tie, 
F u rlo n g  b reathes en
thusiasm into the event.

The 38 events include ev
eryth ing from  hang glid ing 
to chess and provide an op
portun ity for athletes from  
eight to 80 to get involved. 
And there are events such 
as skiing and bowling for 
the handicapped.

Spectators w ill be able to 
watch tiny  gymnasts and 
heavy-w e igh t w re s tle rs , 
water polo or “ rugby in the 
w a te r" and basketball and 
vo lleyba ll which F urlong  
says w ill be the main sports 
of the three-dav event.

Partic ipation is stressed 
over competition, says F ur
long, though the estimated 
5.600 partic ipants w ill com
pete fo r gold, s ilv e r  and 
bronze m edals in the 38 
events. "T h e  N o rthe rn  
Games are for everybody,”  
he stressed.

Why is i t  the h ighest 
number of competitors ever 
in B ritish  Columbia'.’ "B e 
cause we’ re t id in g  to de
velop the em otiona l con
tac t. Everybody 's  a w in 
ner.”

" I  played in the O lympics 
tw ice and I can't hold that 
experience over just com
peting for fun. I can't side 
with the e litism .”

The Games w ill be kicked 
o ff w ith  an opening cere
mony program  tha t F u r
long calls "super spectacu
la r . "  I t  w il l in c lude  the 
O lym p ic  s ty le  m arch -in , 
the ligh ting  of the Games 
flame, a pipe band and dig
nitaries.
"T h e  idea of the opening 
ceremony is to generate the 
sp irit of the Games.”  an en
thusiastic Furlong says.

And he promises too that 
the closing ceremonies w ill 
also be a h ighlight w ith  the 
em phasis being put on 
“ pu tting  som ething back 
into spo rt."

Some of the other h igh
lig h ts  inc lude  w re s tlin g , 
w h ich  F u rlo n g  c a lls  the 
" fa i r y  ta le  s to ry ”  o f the 
Games. The event began 
four years ago w ith only six 
competitors and has blos
somed to the point where 
200 wrestlers w ill take part 
this year.

A "s u p e r  spectac le  to 
w a tch ”  w il l  be the hang 
g lid in g  event. And the 
Games Society president 
p rom ises it  w i l l  be "a n  
example of a very safety- 
oriented spo rt."

Hockey w ill take a new 
tw ist at the Games as the 
tournament w ill consist of 
teams made up of a ll the

G y m n a s tic s  w i l l  be h e ld  a t K e lly  R oad  S e c o n d a ry  
S choo l.
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WELCOME ATHLETES 
to the

NORTHERN B.C. 
WINTER GAMES

“ M a y  t h e  S u n  a l w a y s  

s h i n e  o n  y o u r  b a c k ”>

m ost spo rtsm a n -like  
players in the north.

Nam es of p la ye rs  and 
coaches w ill be drawn from  
a hat and the usual competi
tiveness w ill be p layed 
down, says Furlong.

A fast variation of soccer 
p layed indoors w il l  be 
p layed at the L ives tock  
Arena. Six-a-side soccer is 
p layed w ith o u t any rea l 
positions and is becoming a 
popular w inter sport.

W ater polo, a fie rc e ly  
competitive game, w ill be a 
favorite  w ith  spectators as 
w ill the wrestling, basket
b a ll and v o lle y b a ll. In 
eluded in  the h ig h ly  
spectator-oriented sports is 
gymnastics.

"T h e  standard of gym 
nastics is im proving every 
year because of the Games. 
The sty le  is s till a t a basic 
stage but it is defin ite ly im 
proving.”

And for star-gazers there 
w ill be a volleyball or bas
ketball match between the 
government m inisters pre

sent and the local Games 
com m ittee . The fo rm e r 
team w ill include the likes 
of Iona Campagnolo, MP 
fo r  Skeena. and fitness 
m in is te r  in the federa l 
cabinet.

"T h is  is going to be a 
tremendous community ef
fo rt w ith  200 or 300 volun
teers invo lved  in c lu d in g  
people taking billets. It can 
only happen if  it  is a team 
e ffo rt and that’s what we’ re 
ready to try  and get out of 
this town.”

For those whose interest 
can’ t be pinned down to one 
of the 38 events, not the 
snowshoeing or the dup li
cate bridge, there w ill be a 
number of dances, dinners 
and other social events held 
during the games.

But for those 800 Prince 
George athletes, partic ipa
tion is the word.

Otherwise you’ ll have to 
sa tis fy  y o u rs e lf w ith  a 
glimpse at Prim e M in ister 
P ierre Trudeau as he visits 
the Games.
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