
T H E  C IT IZ EN , Prince George — Wednesday, March 29. 1978 — 11

IT'S A FIRST FOR PRINCE GEORGE V A L U t  REDUCED

Teacher set for women's study course Mill value fight set
" T h u s  w o m e n ’ s e n t i r e  e d u c a t io n  s h o u ld  he  
p la n n e d  in  re la t io n  to m en . T o  p le a se  m en , lo  bn 
u s e fu l to th e m , to  w in  th e ir  lo ve  a n d  re sp e c t , to 
r a is e  them  a s  c h i ld re n , c a r e  fo r  th em  a s  a d u lts , 
c o u n s e l an d  co n so le  th e m , m a k e  th e ir  l iv e s  sw ee t 
a n d  p le a sa n t : th e se  a re  w h a t th e y  sh o u ld  he ta u g h t 
fro m  c h ild h o o d  o n ."

E m ile
J e a n  J a c q u e s  R o u ss e a u  (1792)

b y  J O H N  P O P E  
C it iz e n  S t a f f  R e p o r t e r

Opinions like  this w ill be 
fue l fo r the f ire  in Pam  
F ra s e r 's  c lass this Sep­
tember.

F o r  th is is  when the 
P r in c e  G eorge Sen io r 
Secondary School teacher 
and her students w ill begin 
the f ir s t  w om en’ s study 
course in the c ity .

But their study of Rous­
seau and the attitudes that 
o ther fam ous people had 
towards women w ill have a 
different orientation.

S tudents w il l  be 
introduced to h istorica l and 
c u ltu ra l p e rcep tio n s of 
wom en in the past so the 
present and future m ay be 
understood.

“ I t ’s toencourage women 
to m ake  fu ll use of th e ir  
ab ilit ies where they haven’t 
been encouraged to do so 
b e fo re ,”  sa y s  F r a s e r ,  in 
explaining one of the prog­
ressive  aspects of the elec­
tive Course.

" I t ’s also a positive thing 
for men because it w ill 
break down the stereotypes 
and build up ind iv id uals ."

The form er history m ajor

at the U n iversity  of V ictoria 
knows it w ill also mean an 
op p ortun ity  to teach an 
important area of know­
ledge she learned about by 
chance.

Th is was her discovery in 
the e a r ly  1960s of B e tty  
F r ie d m a n ’s book The 
Fem inine Mystique.

F ra s e r  read the book "b y  
ch an ce" before it becam e 
known through the m edia 
and its im pact led to a con­
tinuous involvem ent in the 
fem inist movement.

“ A lot of the things just 
seem ed to m ake  se n se ,”  
says F ra se r .

"She made points like the 
syndrom e of g ir ls  ih high 
school and how they peak in 
elem entary school or jun ior 
high then th e ir  acad em ic  
perform ance declines.

“ T h a t re a l ly  h it me 
because I have  c e r ta in ly  
seen it happen. Some g ir ls  
think it ’s not fem inine to be 
intelligent or disp lay intel­
ligence .”

A n o ther asp ect of the 
book F ra s e r  rem em bers is 
the ‘ ‘ fem in ine  m ystiq ue”  
put acro ss by ad ve rtise rs  
and o th er people in the 
1950s.

Th is doctrine held that a 
w om an ’ s p lace  is  in the 
home and it was put out in 
a subtle fashion to encour­
age women who entered the 
w ork  forcfe d u rin g  the 
Second World W ar to give 
up th e ir jobs to re tu rn in g  
servicem en.

F r a s e r  sa y s  one of the 
m ajor goals in her course 
w il l  be to m ake women 
aw are there are  oppor­
tunities outside the home.

"Th e y  w ill learn they can 
obtain a much better finan­
c ia l situation for them­
se lve s  and thus m ore 
independence."

"B u t there w ill be a lot of

p sych o lo g ica l th ings too. 
l ik e  w om en 's a ttitu d e  
to w ard s th em se lves  and 
their fear of su ccess."

F ra s e r  says the need for 
women to be more assertive  
is st ill a problem today and 
m ay be seen by looking at 
financ ia l and employment 
sta tistics .

She sa y s  the nationa l 
average income in Canada 
is st ill about tw ice as much 
for men as it is for women.

A study by the Canadian 
d e p artm en t of labo r 
showed an 83 per cent d if­
ference in 1972 when men 
working full-time made an 
average of $9,455 compared 
with $5,166 for women.

News about Quebec 
said 'all hogwash'

O ther s ta t is t ic s  from  a 
1975 study in Canada show 
two-thirds of the people on 
w e lfa re  a re  wom en and 
o n ly  n ine per cent of the 
d o cto rs in C anad a a re  
women com pared w ith 24 
percent in the United K ing ­
dom. 19 percent in Ita ly  and 
70 per cent in the U .S .S .R .

But F ra s e r  be lieves the 
em ploym ent and financ ia l 
o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r wom en 
are grad ually  changing for 
the better and she view s this 
co u rse  as being pa rt of a 
progressive change.

‘ ‘ Most of the objections to 
the course are that it w ill 
c re a te  m ore h o s t i l i t y .”  
says F ra s e r

‘ ‘ But the whole textbook 
for the course is very  posi­
tive and is more of an explo­
ration  of the p o ss ib ilit ie s . 
Th ere ’s nothing about m ale 
the oppressor and I don’ t

plan on introducing th is .”
F ra se r says about 40 stu­

dents have  in d ica te d  an 
in te re st in the co u rse  
including two m ale stu­
dents.

The course w as created  
through the effo rts of the 
B .C . Teachers' Federation 
status of women committee 
and the m ain  re so u rce  
guide for the course w ill be 
a women's study guide pro­
duced by the m in is t ry  of 
education.

The  course w ill inc lude 
law . politics, physiology of 
sex d ifferences, h istory of 
wom en in C anad a and 
women in other cu ltures.

P O R T  A L IC E . B .C . <CP> -  
The Port A lice . B .C .. m unici­
pal council w ill appeal a deci­
sion of the B r it is h  Colum bia 
court of revision to reduce the 
assessed value of the Rayonier 
pulp m ill, a m unicipal spokes­
man said today.

Th e  sp okesm an sa id  the 
appeal, to the appeal board of 
the B .C . assessm ent authority, 
probably w ill be heard in the 
fa ll.

Th e  reduced  assesm en t 
m eans that the m il l ,  w h ich  
paid $110,742 in taxes last yea r, 
w ill pay $86,240 this yea r, the 
spokesman said , which could 
force council to increase  the 
m ill rate.

She added , h o w e ve r, that

home owners would not neces­
sa r ily  have to pay more taxes 
because recent changes to the 
assessm ent law s have lowered 
the assessed values of homes 
w h ile  in c re a s in g  those of 
businesses.

O R I L L I A .  O nt. (C P )  -  
B r ia n  B ie lb y  ad m its  he had 
some m isgivings about mov­
ing to Quebec to take a job.

But afte r working fo ra  while 
at F a rn h a m , a town of 7,000 
about 55 k ilom etres southeast 
of M o n trea l, the in d u s tr ia l 
engineer said he likes working 
in the Easte rn  Townships.

" T h e  only th ing I ’d heard 
about Quebec w as w hat I ’ d 
seen in the papers or heard on 
the te le v is io n ,”  he sa id  in a 
recent interview . ‘ ‘And when I 
got there I found out it was a ll 
hogwash.”

B ie lby, his w ife Jen n ife r and 
the ir two children went to F a r ­
nham  la s t C h r is tm a s  fo r a

c lo ser look a fte r receiving a 
job offer at M etallerg ie F a r ­
nham, a new ductile iron foun­
dry that w ill begin production 
at the end of th is y e a r  and 
em ploy more th an .200 w ork­
e rs .

He said the ratio  of English- 
to French-speaking people in 
the a rea  is  about 40 to 60 per 
cent.

Imperial Datsun Ltd.
R EC R EA TIO N  

V E H IC LE SALES
180 Victoria S i. 563 0 5 8 1 

O .L.N . 0 0 6 7 1A ' .

WANTED
Tandem  or tractor tra ile r end 
■Jump g ra v e l  t ru c k s  fo r 
c ru s h e d  a s b e s to s  h a u l —  
Y uko n . La rge  m otors, h e a v y  
re a r  en d s , and  ja k e  b ro kes 
a re  e ssen tia l, 0 .1 5  D IR S  per 
ton m ile , fu e l , b o a rd  a m i 
room  supp lied .

Contact
Boyd or Byram, 

General Enterprises 
Whitehorse.

Phono 403-667-6201

TURN YOUR PICKUP 
INTO A DUMP 

TRUCK!

Bolts on any full size G.M.C.,
Chev.. Dodge or Ford Vt, % or 
1 ton truck.

—Lifts up to 4,000 lbs.
— Won t alter the appearance  
or performance of the truck. 
—Weighs only 150 lbs.
—Dumps in 15 seconds 
—Com plete self-contained  
— No P.T.O.
— Perfect for the general 
contractor, farms, ranches, 
parks, cam pgrounds and 
commercial sites

Dealer enquiries 
Write: 6638 Essex C res , 

Prince George, B.C.

m ainland - Interior Truck flcce//orie/

964-9297
Long Distance Call Collect

B R E A K


