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Sexual 
equality 
absent 

in Saudi 
Arabia

by L E S L IE  P E R R Y  
Citizen S ta ff Reporter

Equality of the sexes may 
still be far from reality in 
Canada but in Saudi Arabia 
it is non-existent.

Gyd Taylor returned to 
Prince George this week 
after spending two years in 
Saudi Arabia and talked in 
an interview about life in 
that country.

She and her husband, 
Brock, and their children 
Gabriel, 4, and Chloe, 2, 
lived near the town of Dhah- 
ran at the University of Pet­
roleum and Minerals 

. where he taught computer 
science.

‘‘Women in Saudi Arabia 
can’ t drive a ca r, work, 
attend university, dress as 
they please or shop for 
themselves and they’re 
compelled to be married by 
age 20.”

"Religious police patrol 
a ll the towns and cities 
ensuring the laws of Islam, 
making sure all shops are 
closed five times a day for 
prayer and that women are 
properly dressed.”

"A woman must be veiled 
from head to toe from the 
time she starts to men­
struate and if she appears 
in public with a veil that 
doesn’t cover her com-’ 
pletely, she will be stopped 
by the police.”

Taylor says the woman’s 
husband, never the woman, 
is addressed by the police 
as it is considered beneath 
a man’s dignity to question 
a woman about something.

She says western women 
in western clothing are 
occasionally harrassed by 
the police as well.

“ This sounds like an 
oppressive existence to us, 
but Saudis are sincerely 
religious people."

She says most people wil­
lingly abide by the writings 
of Koran or Islamic law. 
“ The women accept this as 
their role in life."

Taylor adds, however, 
that she heard of some 
women who are bored with 
the life their religion com­
pels them to lead and get 
around it by having tele­
phone love affairs though 
she says “ they never meet 
the men they have illic it 
conversations with."

She says all Saudi women 
are expected to live in the 
privacy of their husbands’ 
homes so they can be “ pro­
tected from the outside 
world and particu larly 
other men."

All Saudis live in houses 
that are built within walls 
and the inside of the house 
is divided into men's and 
women’s quarters.

Taylor says the social life 
of all men is with other men 
and women may associate 
only with other women.

“ The women are not 
allowed to accompany their 
husbands to any social 
gathering and the only time 
in her life a woman may 
dance with her husband is 
at her wedding.”

She says Saudi men are 
allowed to have up to three 
wives but “ each of them 
must be equally supported 
and the man must share his 
devotion equally as well." 

“ Some Saudi women
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Cyd T ay lo r s its w ith her ch ilren  G abrie l, left and Chloe, 2.

have become more wester- 
' nized as many take annual 

trips to London and many 
go abroad to become 
educated, but once these 
women come back they are 
under great family pres­
sure to marry and produce 
at least two sons; daughters 
don’t count.”

She says there is no open 
prostitution or “ red light 
districts" in the country as 
that would be tantamount to 
publicly ridiculing women.

“ Women are venerated 
there, and are treated as 
exalted objects, like pieces 
of gold, that must be kept 
safe, protected and 
untouched."

“ All film s, television 
programs, newspapers or 
magazines with pictures of 
nude or semi-nude women 
are censored and pornog­
raphic literature isn’t avail­
able.”

She says the university 
compound where she lived 
is sanitary and has all mod­
ern conveniences but the 
country in general is 
“ filthy”  and many Saudis 
still live in mud houses.

“ People throw garbage 
out of windows and cars

onto the streets and ani­
mals eat this as they wan­
der through towns and 
cities.”

“ Many places are rat- 
ridden and have open sew­
age as well.”

She says the compound 
where they lived had a 
recreation centre,
Olympic-size swimming 
pool and tennis courts as 
well as a children’s nur­
sery.

“ Children start going to 
the nursery as young as two 
and a half and they were 
driven to and from the 
school every day. That was 
very convenient for me.” 

Taylo r says she spent 
most of her spare time 
painting, sailing, reading 
and swimming. They hved 
five miles from the Persian 
Gulf.

“ It took me a year to 
adjust to thecountry. I could 
not get used to the tre­
mendous heat or to the way 
women were treated.”

She says temperatures 
are usually about 35 
degrees during May and get 
up to about 50 degrees dur-. 
ing June, July and August 
with 100 per cent humidity

but frequently no rain.
“ The breeze that comes 

off the Gulf doesn't give any 
relief because it’s hot and 
full of sand.”

“ I felt bitter and resentful 
about the attitude to women 
but when I saw that most 
of the women themselves 
seem to be happy and how 
deeply they believe in their 
religion, I could accept the 
way of life there.”

In spite of the great social 
and cultural differences 
between Canada and Saudi 
Arabia, Cyd says she and 
her husband have decided 
to return there for another 
two years.

“ I wanted to go back 
because of the travel oppor­
tunities. Saudi Arabia is not 
a particularly interesting 
country, there is no theatre, 
opera, entertainment, the 
music and dance is simple 
and unappealing and even 
the architecture is dull, but 
other parts of the Middle 
East are fascinating.

“ We get six weeks 
holiday every year and 
we’re so close to Egypt, 
India, Turkey, Iran and 
other very interesting 
countries.”

Dear Ann Landers: Do you 
believe in astrology? I have 
been following my horoscope 
in the paper for a long time and 
it seems like they really hit it 
on the head a lot of days.

I have some very intelligent 
friends who wouldn’t make a 
move without consulting their 
astrologers. These people 
aren’ t dummies. They are 
bank presidents, lawyers, doc­
tors and women executives. 
Please give me your frank 
opinion, Ann. Is there anything 
to this horoscope stuff? — 
Gemini 

Dear Gem: I have never paid 
a great deal of attention to my 
horoscope but when your let­
ter arrived I decided to check 
it out. Since I was born on 
Ju ly 4th, I am a Cancer. My 
horoscope reading for today 
wan as follows:

CANCER (June 22-July 21): 
You are sympathetic and 
understanding about other 
people')* problems.They think 
you are a sucke ;. You are 
always putting things off. 
That’s why you'll never make 
anything of yourself. Most 
welfare recipients are Cancer 
people.

Dear Ann Landers: Me, a 
guy of 17 writing to you. 1 can’t 
believe it. But I've been hit 
with a problem I can’t handle 
and maybe you can help.

1 am in love with a girl who 
is 16. She is great to be with 
and 1 just can’ t see myself 
going with anyone else.

The problem: she has had

Enclose 50 cents in coin with 
your request and a long, 
stamped, . self-addressed 
envelope to Ann Landers, P.O. 
Box 11995, Chicago, Illinois 
60611.

sex before — with five other 
guys to be exact — and has 
admitted she was “ loose” with 
a few others. I ’ ve been 
involved with several chicks 
before this one, so I should be 
able to forgive her and forget 
about her past. But somehow 
I just can’t.

This is the first time I have 
ever been in love and I know 
it’s the same with her, but I 
can’t erase those other guys 
from my mind. If I break off 
I ’m going to be heartsick, but 
I think I have to do it. Please 
help me. — Haunted By The 
Past.

Dear Haunted: Do what you 
have to do and see how it goes. 
Maybe you'll meet someone 
you like as well — or better. 
If  not, you just might get a dif­
ferent perspective and decide 
you want this girl after ail. My 
advice is to sp lit and see 
where it goes from there.

Is alcoholism ruining your 
life? Know the danger signals 
and what to do. Read the book­
let, “ Alcoholism -  Hope and 
Help,’ ’ by Ann Landers.

964-6622

Prince George Community Arts Council

p resen ts

LOIS MARSHALL
Mezzo —  Soprano

with
The Vancouver Chamber Choir

C onducted  by Jo n  W ashburn  
at VANIER HALL 

FRIDAY, MAY 26, 8:00 P.M.

Adults $4.00 Students and Sr. Citizens $2.00 
Tickets: STUDIO 2880 (2880 15th Ave.) 

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m. to 12 noon, 1:30-5:00 p.m. 
Enquiries: Day 562-4526, Evening 563-7280

Top nurse has hands fu ll
by T E D  B A K T IM U S

B E L F A S T  (A P ) -  To 
ambulance drivers in Belfast 
she is Sister Kate, the woman 
waiting at the door for the vic­
tims.

Her christened name is 
Kathleen O’Hanlon. She can’t 
watch a gory TV show because 
it makes her sick to the 
stomach, but she is one of the 
best emergency-room nurses 
in the world.

“ If someone hands me a 
blown-off leg or arm, it doesn’t 
bother me to stand there hold­
ing it awhile,”  says the petite 
woman with a handshake like 
a wrestler.

During Northern Ireland’s 
nine years of terrorism this 
nursing sister—a British col­
loquialism meaning senior 
nurse-has held more than a 
few mangled limbs while sur­
geons fought to save the lives 
of bomb, gunshot and fire vic­
tims. The Queen has recog­
nized the sk ill of this Irish  
Catholic colleen and made her 
a Member of the Order of the 
British Empire (M BS).

The Royal Academy of Nurs- 
ing has paid tribute to her 
front-line cool by making her 
chairman of its Accident and 
Emergency Room Forum.

The casualty room staff at 
Royal V ictoria Hospital 
speaks of her skill and humor, 
student nurses flock to her lec­
tures, and one ambulance 
driver who has seen it all calls 
her “ one tough cookie but a 
great lady.”

At 47 and with no immediate 
fam ily nearby, Sister Kate 
spends most of her time work­
ing, with time off for sleep and 
some television “ and maybe a 
trashy book, some kind of silly 
novel.”  Once in a while th*re 
is a day to get away from it 
all, walking the wild and windy 
Northern Ireland coastline.

Her savings go toward an 
occasional visit to the families 
of her 20 first cousins living in 
the Boston area. She always 
takes along her high school 
football jersey to wear when 
she roughhouses with the kids.

“ I love it here, we have such 
a good team at this hospital,”  
she says. "People say to me 
‘Why do you stick with it?’ But 
I don’t see why all the decent 
people should have to leave 
just because of a violent few. 
This is my home. I was born 
here, and I ’m not afraid to live 
here."

Royal Victoria Hospital is a 
concrete octopus with glass 
tentacles splayed over acres of 
barricaded no man’s land 
dividing Roman Catholic and

PICNIC TABLES
6* Spruce Tab le t. A ssem ­
b led  w ith  b en ch e s  at* 
ta c H td ..Id e a l for inside 
or out. $25 delivery $3

964-7272 '

Looking for 
A Home in 

The Country?
See us about a 15 year term 
life insured Bankplan loan. 
No payout penalties. 
Maximum $35,000. Interest 
rates from 1 1 V 4 %  p.a.

564-1188

<#>
C A N A D IA N  I M P E R I A L

BAN K O F CO M M ERC E

1651 Victoria St. 
Prince George, B.C.

• Redwood Square
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HOSTESS
may not have the 
world on a string, 

but she knows 
your com m unity 

inside out.

If you're new in fo*vn, 
call her today!

Iphono 964-462 I

H o m e a n d  F a m ily
Bev Christensen Citizen Family Editor

Protestant strongholds at the 
top of Fa lls  Road, the 
neighborhood where Kate 
O'Hanlon was raised.

Its formal entrance is 
brooded over by a statue of 
Queen Victoria dressed in 
grim e. Inside it has gained 
renown for treating burn and 
blast victim s. Its reputation 
attracts specialists from 
dozens of countries, including 
Rhodesia and South Africa, to 
watch new techniques for dea­

ling with trauma cases.
Through all the internal war­

fare which everyone in North­
ern Ireland calls “ the trou­
bles," Sister Kate has listened 
for the insistent claxons which 
have become Belfast’ s 
anthem -those ambulance 
sirens heralding more mutila­
tion on her sterile doorstep.

Stationed at the swinging 
doors leading to the underg­
round driveway, Sister Kate 
makes the first instant medi­

cal judgments on casualty 
cases without, she says, moral 
judgment.

“ The minute those people 
come through the door they 
cease to be instigator or vic­
tim . They become patients, 
and the ones who need treat­
ment the most get the highest 
p rio rity .”

She says her sense of humor 
and love of a joke, plus years 
of seasoning and training, help 
her cope with the pressure.

“ I keep calm. If I lose my 
head, then everyone else 
around me is going to lose 
theirs. We’ve had up to 150 
people in shock come through 
those doors in an hour. This 
isn’t a job where you can flap 
about and say ‘Oh Dear, on 
dear.’

'BEAUTY FR O M  A B O V E'

Christian model succeeds
ST. PAUL, Minn. (A P ) — 

Every day a tall, statuesque 
blonde passed the doorman at 
the St. Paul Hotel as she 
fetched rolls and coffee for the 
other saleswomen at a nearby 
store.

And almost every day, the 
doorman said: “ What are you 
doing in St. Paul? You should 
go to Hollywood and become a 
star."

Pamela Norman took his 
advice. Today her name may 
not be in lights but her face has 
been on everything from fash­
ion magazine covers to oil 
commercials.

Besides her modelling suc­
cesses, she has acquired a 
husband in gospel rock singer 
La rry  Norman and has be­
come deeply involved in Chris­
tian pursuits.

Mrs. Norman also teaches

“ Christian charm" to young 
women and is currently writ­
ing a book that will be titled 
Beauty from Above.

“ I think as Christians we 
should look as good as we can,”  
she said. “ There’s no reason to 
look dowdy."

At 28, she says she has about 
three years of modelling left. 
Then she plans to devote more 
time to the charm school.

“ I teach what they would 
learn in an average John 
Robert Powers course as well 
as the things girls have to learn 
to deal with — like anger and 
frustration ,”  she said. Her 
10-week course costs about 
$ 1 0 0 .

Although she has had “ sev­

e ra l’ ’ movie parts offered, 
M rs. Norman turned them 
down when nude scenes were 
later added.

“ God always seems to open 
the door to something else," 
she said of her success in find­
ing work.

She played the lead in Just 
Last Summer, a Christian film 
that is shown mostly at col­
leges and churchcs.

Mrs. Norman said she con­
tinued to work with a Bible 
study group she started with 
her husband in the livingroom 
of their Beverly Hills home. 
The classes, which outgrew 
their apartment, were moved 
to the beach, and at one tirne 
involved about 2,000 young 
people.

SPECIAL from

Sooter Studios
FOR 1978 GRADS

package includes
3 —  8 *1 0
4 —  5 *7  
8 —  w a lle t size 
a ll from  your 
fa vo rite  pose

9 5* 3 7
Regular 90.90

Choose  from  a  m inim um  of 6 proofs 
P lease  c a ll for ap po in tm ent

525 George St. 563-7505

P r i n c e  G e o r g e  

C o n c e r t  A s s o c i a t i o n

P r e - S e a s o n

M e m b e r s h i p

S a l e

M ay 15 — Ju n e  15 

T h e  S e a so n  1978-1979
MOE KOFFMAN, Oct. 13-14 — World renowned Canadian jazz quintet.

LOS 1NDIOS TABAJAKOS, Nov. 6-7 — Two guitarists from South 
America whose repertoire ranges from light to classical.

CHIT1RI ARPI, Nov. — Four Russian harpists on cultural exchange 
exceptional talent.

B.C. TOURING OPERA, Feb. 17-18 -  Production of La Prima Donna

YEE PING WU, Apr. 7-8 — Enchanting young Chinese pianist who will 
make her debut in Carnegie Hall this year.

HERTZ TRIO, Apr. 24-25 — Violin, Cello and Piano, highly skilled, 
brilliant performers.

LAST CONCERT, May — A Symphony Orchestra to be announced.

INQUIRIES 562-3277 or 964-6654 
Adults $24.00 Youth/Senior Citizens $14.00

Name, Address, Postal Code Phone ls t l‘2nd
Night

Adult 

YouthlS. Cit.
Amount

•

Please send cheque or money order. No receipt will be issued unless re­
quested. Cheques or money orders payable to Prince George Concert Associ­
ation Box2286 Prince George V2N2J8. Member Community Arts Council.


