
OTTAWA TO PROVIDE $20  A MONTH, BUT . . .

Vander Zalm  won't promise pension increase
teed A v a ila b le  In c o m e  for N eed Act ( ( JA IN  t g ives 

V an d e r  Z a lm  the  pow er to reduce  the  p ro v in c e ’s con ­

tr ib u t io n  to its sen io rs  by the  a m o u n t  of a fe de ra l in ­

crease .

A ll p ens ioners  in  C a n a d a  now  rece ive  $159.79 from  

H ea lth  a n d  W e lfa re  C a n a d a  an d  a lso  q u a lify  fo r a 

m a x im u m  g u a ra n te e d  in com e  s u p p le m e n t (CHS) of 

$112.08, d e pe n d in g  on in com e . T he $20 w ill be ap p lie d  to 

th is  a m o u n t .

In  B .C ., sen io rs  re ce iv in g  G IS  a lso  get up  to $38.88 

fro m  the  p ro v in c ia l g o v e rn m e n t.

When the federal government increases the basic 
rate, the B.C. government can, as in the case of war 
veterans, reduce the province’s portion by the same 
amount.

V A N C O U V E R  (C P )  — H u m a n  R esource s  M in is te r  

B ill V an d e r  Z a lm  sa id  M o n d ay  he is no t p ro m is in g  th a t  

B r it is h  C o lu m b ia ’s 125,000 sen io r c it ize n s  w ill ge t a 

$20-a-month h ik e  in  th e ir  o ld  age  pens ions  as  p ro m ise d  

by  the fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t.

V an d e r  Z a lm  sa id  in  a n  in te rv ie w  th a t  he w o n ’t d e ­

c ide  if the  fe de ra l m o ne y , ch a n n e le d  th ro u g h  the p ro ­

v in c ia l g o v e rn m e n t , w ill go to p e n s io n e rs  u n t i l  he 

m ee ts  w ith  fede ra l o ff ic ia ls .

The m in is te r  s a id  O t ta w a ’s sudden  a n n o u n c e m e n t of 

the  h ike  d is ru p te d  n e g o tia t io n s  in  w h ic h  he  has  been 

c a m p a ig n in g  to h ave  th e  fe de ra l g o v e rn m e n t p a y  a 

portion  o f the  p ro v in c ia l c o n tr ib u t io n  to  sen iors .

V an d e r  Z a lm  s a id  n e g o tia t io n s  w ere  go ing  w e ll, a n d
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he h a d  expected  the  fede ra l g o v e rn m e n t w ou ld  p ay  up  

to 50 per c e n t of the  costs o f the  p ro v in c ia l in co m e  

p ro g ra m .

“ I d o n ’t know  w here  w e ’re a t now , he s a id . “ The 

an n o u n c e m e n t m a y  je o p a rd iz e  o u r  n e g o tia t io n s .”

An u n p ro c la im e d  sec tion  o f the  p ro v in c ia l G uaran-

f; '?* y  y" i-s * 
"'Y-'v

S C H O O L  D I S P U T E  S T A L E M A T E

Citi;«n photo by Tim Swanky

Last fl ing
S teven  L oehn do rf , 9, ge ts  in to  the  sw in g  o f th in g s  w h ile  e n jo y in g  the  last 

few  days  o f s u m m e r  h o lid ay s  in the  schoo l p a rk  a t  L akew ood  E le m e n ­

ta ry  Schoo l. W hen  schoo l reopens, S te v e n ’s p lay  w ill be re s tr ic te d  to 

recess, noon hours  and  a f te r  schoo l.

Pickets 
hit mine
at Endako

F R A S E R  L A K E  (Staff) -  
For the third time this year, 
picketers from  G ib ra lta r  
M ines near W illiam s Lake  
have closed the Endako mine 
here.

Canex P lacer Ltd., owns 
both mines.

The 400 Gibraltar employees 
have been locked out since 
M ay 26 when bargaining for a 
new collective agreement 
reached an impasse.

Picket lines went up at the 
Endako  m olybdenum mine 
just before the graveyard shift 
started Sunday night.

A spokesman for the Cana­
dian Association of Industrial, 
Mechanical and Allied Work­
ers, which represents workers 
at both mines, said the secon­
dary pickets would remain at 
the Endako site until Thurs­
day.

CA IM A W  workers refused to 
cross the picket lines at the 
mine.

The Endako mine was pic­
keted by Gibraltar employees 
in June and again in July. E n ­
dako employs about 475 work­
ers at the mine.

During the picketing in June, 
an injunction was granted  
lim iting the number of pickets 
at any access to four.

C A IM A W  spokesman Peter 
Cam eron said  the pickets 
would be in effect until Thurs­
day. “What happens after that 
is a question of tactics,” he 
said.

Gibraltar local representa­
tives attended a union meeting 
last week in Endako to support 
a motion which would increase 
the S I,500 a month being sent 
by the Endako local to aid the 
locked out G ib ra lta r  
employees.

The motion to increase the 
money sent to G ib ra lta r  
needed 66 per cent to pass; but 
received 56 per cent.

At that time, union represen­
tatives said the only option 
open to the Gibraltar local was 
to put pressure on the company 
by closing down Endako-

R e e d  p u r c h a s e  
i n t e r e s t s 7 M - B/ •

TORONTO  (CP) -  Reed In ­
ternational Ltd., the British  
publishing and papermaking 
conglom erate, announced 
Monday it is engaged in pre­
lim in ary  negotiations that 
may lead to the sale of its be­
leaguered Canad ian  sub­
sidiary, Reed Paper Ltd. of 
Toronto.

The announcement, made by 
Reed head office here, said 
discussions to sell the sub­
sidiary are going on with sev­
eral m ajor Canad ian  com ­
panies and “may lead to the 
sale of its entire investment in 
Reed Paper Ltd., its principal 
Canadian subsidiary.”

Canadian Forest Products 
Ltd. of Vancouver (Canfor), 
which agreed in principle sev­
eral weeks ago to purchase 
Reed’s interest in joint venture 
pulp operations at Prince  
George, B.C., said it was not 
involved in the latest discus­
sions in any way.

Canfor has agreed to pay $60

million for Reed’s holdings in 
Prince George Pulp and Paper 
Ltd., Intercontinental Pulp Co. 
Ltd. and T ak la  Forest Pro­
ducts Ltd.

Largest recall 

seen for Fords
W A SH IN G T O N  (A P ) -  A 

federal agency will issue a 
consumer advisory bulletin 
today w arn ing of potential 
transm ission  problem s in 
about nine million Ford cars 
and trucks.

The National Highway Traf­
fic Safety Administration will 
advise motorists to take extra 
precautions when they put 
their car or truck in park, said 
N H TSA  spokesman Hal Par­
ris.

A consum er group, the 
Centre for Auto Safety, hascal- 
led for a recall of the cars and 
trucks. If a recall is ordered, it 
would be the largest ever.

ALBERTA REAPS BILLIONS

A rea  p u p i ls  f a c in g  
e d u c a t io n  a t  h o m e

Chiefs seek 

Q ueen 's  ear
F R E D E R IC T O N  (C P )  -  

Canadian Indian chiefs will 
seek a meeting with the Queen 
in London to ask her not to 
agree with repatriation of the 
constitution, Noel Starblanket, 
National Indian Brotherhood 
president, said today.

The Queen will be told that 
the constitution should not be 
brought to Canada until the 
federal government gives as­
surances that Indian rights 
will be high in constitutional 
reform priorities, Starblanket 
told the opening of the brother­
hood’s ninth annual assembly.

He also said that Indians will 
crash the next first ministers’ 
constitutional conference.

“ W e’re not go ing to ask 
anymore,” he said in an inter­
view’ later. “We’re just going 
to go. They’re going to have to 
evict us.”

He also said in the interview 
that the assembly will be asked 
to approve sending the chiefs 
to London.

Sources said a meeting with 
the Queen likely will be sought 
for next spring.

by J O H N  P O P E  

C itizen S tu ff R epo rter

Correspondence- like  cou rses  look like  the  e duca tion  

a lte rn a t iv e  faced  by  the  P r in c e  G eo rge  school d is t r ic t ’s 

22,000 s tu den ts  fo llo w ing  a  la b o r  d is p u te  s ta le m a te  to ­

d ay .

This is the contingency plan that a reliable source, who asked 
not to be identified, said would result from the inability of 
School District 57 and the International Union of Operating 
Engineers to resolve its lockout labor dispute during a meeting 
today.

The union represents 380 non-teaching employees who have 
been locked out since Aug. 2. The employees work as clerks, 
custodians and cafeteria personnel.

It is believed the school district’s main plan would be to have 
the teachers and students in the schools only during the first 
week of operation. The teachers are expected to administer 
their courses after the first week by sending assignments home 
with the students.

“There was no move towards settlement,” said School D is­
trict 57 secretary-treasurer Mac Carpenter, after the meeting 
with the union today.

“The meeting was held to see if there was any point in re­
commencing the negotiations and we agree there wasn’t.’*

A meeting of the school board tonight will decided on the 
contingency plan to be used for educating the 22,000 students in 
the district.

It is not known what the 
union plans will be. A spokes­
man for the operating en­
gineers union could not be con­
tacted. The teachers associa­
tion has not yet announced 
what its members will do about 
the picket lines, but in the past 
teachers have come to work in 
such disputes.

The main issue in dispute 
has been the renegotiation of a 
clause in the contract regard­
ing payout of accumulated sick 
leave.

The school district’s prop­
osal, which has already been 
accepted by the carpenters 
and joiners union, would re­
duce the payout to a maximum  
of 50 per cent or 60 days, 
whichever is less, for those 
employees who quit after five 
to 10 years of service.
. It would also like to reduce 

the payout to 120 days or 100 
per cent of accumulated time, 
whichever is less, for those 
with more than 10 years of ser­
vice. It would pay the differ­
ence to those who have more 
than 120 days of accumulated 
time.

The union’s counter offer 
would be to have all existing 
employees getting a 100 per 
cent payout to a maximum of 
120 days while new employees 
would get a 50 per cent payout 
of accumulated time if they 
quit.

At present, employees who 
have worked for the district for 
five years can accumulate 90 
days of payout (18 days a year) 
while those with 10 years of 
service get 180 days.

Father, 
son die 
in mishap

Q U E S N E L  (Staff) -  An in­
dustrial accident here Monday 
claimed the lives of a Quesnel 
man and his 17-year-old son.

William McDonald, 48, and 
his son John, both employees 
of Ernst Planer Mill here, were 
crushed and killed instantly 
when a truck dumping asphalt 
at the mill backed over them.

Police said the victims were 
working in front of a dry kilh 
shimming up tracks on which 
loads are rolled into the kiln.

The yard in front of the kiln 
was being paved, and the two 
men did not see the truck back­
ing towards them, police said.

The truck w as driven by 
Robert Fitzgerald, 27, of Ques­
nel.

Quesnel coroner Jim Girvin  
has ordered an inquest into 
the deaths, but no date has been 
set.

Brewery un ion 

votes on pact
V IC T O R IA  (C P ) -  Brewery 

employees will vote this week 
on a full contract offer made 
Friday by the British Colum­
bia brewing industry, a union 
spokesman said Monday.

Acceptance of the offer 
would end a three-month 
strike-lockout that has dried 
up supplies of locally-produced 
beer and forced the provincial 
governm ent’s L iquor A d ­
ministration Branch to import 
beer from the United States to 
meet consumer demand.

An industry spokesman said 
both sides had agreed not to 
m ake public details of the 
proposal until after the vote.

The proposal, he said, is for 
“full and final settlement of all 
unresolved issues.”

H e r e 's  h o w  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  l iv e s
C A L G A R Y  (C P ) — Natural gas and 

petroleum sales by the Alberta Pet­
roleum Marketing Commission reached 
almost $5 billion in 1977, the commission 
said Monday.

In its annual report, the commission, 
which finds markets for the province’s 
oil and gas, said revenue from oil sales 
climbed to $3,209,176,196 last year from 
$2,714,970,205 in 1976. - **

Gas sales rose to $2,911,922,438 last 
year from $2,190,841,159 in 1976.

Last year, the commission sold 313 
million barrels of Crown royalty and 
lessee petroleum which comprised 82 
per cent of conventional petroleum pro­
duction of 381 million barrels in Alberta. 

Royalty barrels sold on behalf of the

provincial government totalled 125 mill­
ion barrels.

The commission also purchased 2,259 
trillion British Thermal Units of gas last 
year of which 1,432 trillion BT U  re­
mained in Canada and 827 trillion were 
exported to the United States.

The export quantity included 39 trill­
ion BTU  of emergency sales to meet 
critical energy needs in the northwest­
ern U.S. resulting from severe weather 
conditions.

A BTU  is used in the measurement of 
heat quantity and is the quantity of heat 
required to raise the temperature of one 
pound of water one Fahrenheit degree.

Canadian production of petroleum 
averaged 1,446,000 barrels a day, a rise

of .6 per cent from 1976, and 22 per cent 
below productive capacity, the commis­
sion said.

Of total production, 84.5 per cent or
1.216.000 barrels a day were produced in 
Alberta.
• Canadian crude oil imports totalled

597.000 barrels a day mainly from Ven­
ezuela, Iran and Saudi Arabia. Imports 
were down 11 per cent or 71,000 barrels 
daily largely due to increased deliveries 
of Western Canad ian  petroleum to 
Montreal.

Canada exported 272,000 barrels of 
petroleum daily, a decrease of 193,000 
barrels ;> day from 1976 due to further 
restrictions on exports by the National 
Energy Board.

Air dispute 
negotiators 
quit posts

M O N T R E A L  (C P ) -  Three 
members of the Montreal local 
of the International Associa­
tion of M achin ists resigned 
from  the union’s national 
negotiating committee Tues­
day, complicating talks aimed 
at ending the labor dispute 
which has grounded A ir  
Canada.

Barry Shaw, chief of the I AM  
negotiating team, sa id  the 
union would try to find alter­
nates from Montreal to replace 
the three, but said he believed 
it would be legal to continue 
barga in ing  even if no re­
placements were found.

The national negotiators 
have come under heavy fire 
from the Montreal local in re­
cent weeks.

The names of the three who 
resigned were not im ­
mediately known, but union of­
ficials said they included two 
E ng lish -speak ing  mem bers 
and one French-speaking  
member.

There have been reports— 
denied by union sources-of a 
sp lit a long language lines.
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"Dief? V\Je'vo got Clark and 
unless you agree to our demands 
we're going to give him back."
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Food price rip-off seen
Canadian consumers were overcharged for food between 
1974 and 1976, a government study indicates. Page 9.

Juvenile centre defended
Continued opposition to the establishment of a juvenile 
halfway house here could kill the entire concept, officials 
claim. Page 3.

Trimming the rosters
Jim Plunkett of the San Francisco 49ers was among the 

surprise cuts as the National Football League trimmed its 
rosters for the Saturday opening of the regular season. 
Page 15.
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c THE WEATHER

The forecast for Prince 
George today is for mainly 
sunny skies with some 
cloudy periods. Wednes­
day's forecast is for mainly 
cloudy skies with some 
sunny periods and showers.

The expected high both 
days is 21. Today’s forecast 
low is 7.

The high Monday was 20, 
the low 9, with a trace of 
precipitation. On this date 
last year the high was 12, 
the low 7.

( NOW HEAR THIS)

•  City bylaw inspector John Hacock was called out to 
check a noise complaint at 1 a.m. recently. The complaint 
proved false; but when he returned to his vehicle, the air 
had been let out of all four of his tires. He thinks he was set 
up.

•  A local man says he should havfe jogged to the West 
Kootenay in southern B.C. to retrieve the running shoes left 
behind on vacation. They took eight days to get the 700 
miles by mail. History records Persian couriers of the 
Turkish sultans running from Constantinople to Ad- 
rianople and back, a distance of about 220 miles, in two 
days and nights.


