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OFFICE OPENING HERE

Computer billing service
offered to local doctors

by HAZEL ALLAN
Citizen Staff Reporter

Doctors in Prince George now have the
opportunity to leave their billing in the
hands of a computer.

The computer will be run by Medical
Management Services, a data-processing
firm, which is opening an office in Prince
George Maf' 1.

David Pollock, president of M.M.S., is at

the Inn of the North this week to de-
monstrate how the computer billing works
andto show medicalclerical staff how to fill
out the day sheets.
. “Weonly provide this service for doctors
and clinics. We have offices in Nelson and
Kelowna as well as Edmonton, Calgary and
Vancouver,’”’ Pollock said.

Dr. L. M. Cook is one of the Prince George
doctors taking advantage of the computer
billing service.

“It won't affect my patients at all. It is
simply going to take over the billing infor-
mation from this office to the Medical Ser-
vices Plan.

“I'm hoping to learn more about compu-
ter technology and the sort of things avail-
able such as record keeping, appointment
making etc. I don’t know much about it and
this seemed like a reasonable introduction
in a conservative fashion.” :

PAY TELEVISION

The reasons for providing this service in
Prince George is because of its location in
the B.C. interior and also ‘‘because of the
data pac network that was introduced here
last year.”

It is the world’s first public packet
switched network and works through the
microwave system,” Pollock said.

‘‘A year ago for us to hook up to a compu-
ter inCalgary from Prince George, it would
have cost $2,000 a month. With the new net-
work system it costs $60 a month.”

The public packet switched network sys-
temis a project of Trans Canada Telephone
Systems, which includes all the telephone
companies in Canada.

“B.C. Tel will service all our needs in
Prince George,” Pollock said.

Local doctors will fill out day sheets
rather than the traditional claim cards and
these will be picked up by M.M.S. taken to
the terminal in their office.

““We enter the data and send the tape to
the Medical Services Plan office.”

*“The advantage of this system is that it
speeds up payment, gives doctors control
on receivables and only costs $125 a month
for up to 700 claims,” he said.

So far 25 Prince George doctors have
joined the Medical Management Services
computerized billing service.

Canadian market eyed

VANCOUVER (CP) — A
California pay television sys-
tem offering first-run movies
such as The Goodbye Girl has
agreed to sell half its shares to
a Vancouver firm that hopes
the experience will help it sell
Canadians the same service.

George Fierheller, president
of Premier Cablevision Ltd.,
said Thursday his company
expects to complete an agree-
ment in May to buy shares in
California Satellite Systems,
which shows new movies,
celebrity specials and live
sports events in Sacramento
and Stockton, Calif.

The California system pro-
vides 10 or 12 new movies re-
peated several times during
the month, live sports events
such as boxing and soccer
matches as well as other spe-
cials not shown on regular
channels. It costs $13 a month.

I think Canadian television
viewers are ready for some-
thinglike this,”’ said Fierheller
in an interview.

He said that althought pay
television has not yet been ap-
proved by the Canadian
Radiotelevision and Tele-
communications Commission,
he hopes buying into the
Califoria company will give
Premier first-hand informa-
tion on the marketing and dis-
tribution of pay television.
Purchase price was not dis-
closed.

Premier, through its sub-
sidiaries, provides cable tele-
vision service to 530,000 sub-
scribers in the Vancouver
area, Victoria, part of Toronto,
Borden and Oakville, Ont.,
along with Dublin and Water-
ford. Ire.

Fierheller said cable sub-
scribers, who pay about $6.50 a
month each, would pay an ad-
ditional charge if they want the
entertainment package. That
price is still undetermined but
he said both standard and ad-
ditional cable services might

total $15.
Federal Communications
Minister Jeanne Sauve,

Fierheller noted, has said pay
television is inevitable in
Canada and the Canadian
Television Association has

asked the CRTC for permis-
sion to introduce it.

He said Premier also is be-
ginning to invest in films being
produced in Canada and it is
possible some of them could be
shown through the American
pay television system.

Fierheller said Premier,
primarily Canadian with 16
per cent of its shares owned by
Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem of the United States, is
looking at several other undis-
closed American aquisitions,

PRIVATE SUMMER
HOUSE FOR RENT

Enjoy the summer without travelling. 3 bedroom cot-
tage on 3 acres of waterfront. 35 Minutes to town,
Loft, f-place, w-w carpet, relaxation, fishing, 2 row-
boats & privacy. Make this years vacation the one you
want to repeat. Rates: $160.00/week. Excellent off
season discounts. Available year round. 564-3711.
Leave message for Steve to return your call.

Social Credit Works for You

PANCAKES

With

-~ PREMIER

iIll Bennett

9:30 a.m. Thurs. May 3rd.
St. Michaels Church Hall
1505-5th Avenue

EVERYBODY
WELCOME

Prince George Social Credit Associations
Campaign Office 1625 Victoria St. 564-8441

Paid for by the people to elect Strachan and Heinrich

Citizen photo to Dave Milne

Out to enjoy the first really warm days are the Grade 7 students at Wildwood Elemen-

Outdoor classroom

tary school. They exchanged their classroom for the playground, while doing their
school work. ‘‘It’'s a much nicer being outside and we hope the sun will keep shining,
because we like to stay out here,” the kids said.

WHO SAYS THEY
DON’T BUILD CARS LIKE
THEY USED TO?

We bet you've heard it a hundred
times. And we'd also be willing to
bet that you haven’t heard it from any-
one who's come face to face with
a Honda Accord. Because either the

is it meant to be a compromise.

It is meant to be a partnership.The
mechanical engineering working

in perfect harmony with the human
engineering. The front wheel drive,

Honra Accord HOW TO CHECK HONDA QUALITY YOURSELE rack and pinion

Hatchback or CHECK QUALITY OF steering, five-

the new Accord | Hive INTEROR DETALING CROMETRIT speed trancmis-
PAINT FINISH M EDINRUBBER

sedan are more
than enough
to rekindle your
faith in cars.
Brock Yates
said it best in
an editorial he
wrote for Car
and Driver mag-
azine last year:
“Here comes a

e

BODY S
MOULDINGS ARE ALL
ALIGNED

BODY PANELS
MATCHED AND
TIGHTLY FITTED

10 HELP RESIST
CORROSION

sion and fully
independent sus-
pension add to
__| the enjoyment of
~\ driving. The
multi-adjust-
= able cloth
bucket seats,
extensive instru-
mentation,
AM/FM radio,

DOOR HINGES AND
BODY WELD
POINTS ARE ALL
SMOOTHLY
FINISHED.

manufacturer noted for motorcycles,
portable generators and outboard
motors that within fewer years than
you can count on yourhands builds

a car decades ahead of many of those
built by people who have been
involved in the business for half a
century.”

His enthusiasm is not hard to
understand. Unless, of course, you've g
never driven one of the Accords '
yourself, They
are perhaps the
best combina-
tion of luxury and
performance
that are available
anywhere. At
anywhere near
the price.

To under-
stand the quali-
ties of an Accord
is to understand
that the man/machine relationship is
not meant to be a contest. Nor

Every Honda is built with
4-wheel independent MacPherson
strut suspension

tinted glass and fitted carpeting
furtheradd to the enjoyment of driving.
And all are standard. But features
don’t necessarily add to the
quality of a car, unless

Honda Accord Sedan

the quality of the caris a feature, itself.
That’s why you should go to a Honda
dealer and check out the quality of an
Accord Hatchback or Sedan, yourself.
Check the fit, the finish and the detail
of the cars. (See illustration.) And
check the surprisingly affordable price.
Here, indeed, is the perfect
answer to anyone who says: “They
don’t build cars like they used to”
Andnowisthe (a8 8084
perfect time to check
out the Accords.
Because right now
Honda is celebrat- x>
ing its 10th Anniver- | |
sary in Canada: So  \&
you may have a \
chance to win a 10th Anniversary
Honda Civi¢, a new Honda Prelude, a
Honda Z-50 Mini-Bike or even a Honda
Accord Hatchback or Sedan. It's all a
piece of cake. At
your Honda
dealers now.

Honda Accord Hatehback

*Contest ends May 31,1974,

THE HONDA ACCORDS.A NEW STANDARD OF LUXURY PERFORMANCE CARS.

Richard Duncan Motors

331 First Avenue

Prince George, B.C. V2L 2Y1

Dealer Litence No. 00729A

562-9391




