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IDYLLIC GULF ISLAND RIDING

Classic political battle unfolding
by PETER CALAM AI

Southnm News Services
CROFTON. B.C. - One of the 

oddest contests in the current 
federal election is happening 
in a riding that doesn’t make 
sense.

Imagine Vancouver Island 
as a leg; then the constituency 
of Cowichan-Malahat-The 
Islands will be a sock with toes 
sticking through for the two 
urban Victoria ridings.

On a map. the ‘sock’ consti­
tuency seems an orderly rear­
rangement of two previous 
constituencies, un iting  the 
southern portion of 
Nanaimo-Cowichan - The 
Islands with the northern sec­
tion of EsquimaltSaanich.

On the ground, it is a cartog- 
rapher’s joke -a sea-girt 
region with the Malahat moun­
tain isolating north from south 
and east from west, where 
fourfifths of the population are 
strung in a ‘U’ along two high­
ways and which includes the 
real B.C. lotus land -the idyllic 
Gulf Islands.

In this setting is being waged 
a three-way election battle 
that could become a classic in 
po litical science textbooks: 
ecology versus national trends 
versus nostalgia.

Nostalgia and loyalty 
explain why New Democrats 
gathered recently in this 
coastal pulp town at yet- 
another Appreciation Night for 
retiring MP and socialist 
pioneer T. C. (Tommy) Doug­
las. Politics explains why the 
Rev. Jim  Manly was also here, 
working the crowd as the NDP 
candidate in the ‘sock’ consti­
tuency.

“ There’s quite a personal 
following for Tommy on thek 
Island,” explains Manly, who 
hopes to inherit some of that 
support through side-by-side 
campaigning with Douglas.

The United Church minister 
has larded standard NDP cam­
paign fare with quality-of-life 
concerns. Manly says: “  The 
one thing that will readly get 
out the ‘yogurt culture’ people 
on the G ulf Islands are 
environmental issues, like 2- 
4,D spraying or tanker traf­
fic.”

It’s not only island-dwellers 
who worry about spills from 
ships bound for refineries in 
near-by Washington State; 
most of the riding’s 59,000 vot­
ers live within minutes of the 
sea.

“ Pollution dangers from 
supertankers are the natural 
issue here,” says Robb Fer- 
gusson, who edits and pub- 
lishs the weekly Juan  de 
Fuca News in the southwest­
ern community of Langford. 
"But can David create it?”

David Anderson, former MP 
from Esquimalt-Saanich and 
exleader of the provincial 
L iberals, hasn’t got much 
choice. If environmental con­
cerns aren’t uppermost with 
many voters, the 40-year-old 
maverick Liberal and ecologi­
cal crusader is dead in the 
political water.

This knowledge bestows a 
desperate bravado on Ander­
son’s cam paign and likely 
accounts for uncustomary 
fatalism detectable in the can­
didate himself.

“ The environment is an 
issue that has in some sense 
declined to a sort of check-off 
item, like motherhood. It bugs 
me that so many environmen­
t a l  don’t want to get con­
taminated with politics.”

Anderson has some cause for 
bitterness; as a Liberal back­
bencher in Parliam ent from 
1968 to 1972, he fought his own 
caucus and the Trudeau gov- 
ermment to toughen Canada’s

stance on issues like oil tanker 
pollution and flooding of the 
Skaggit Valley.

For his pains, the one-time 
d ip lom at was lured to the 
leadership of the provincial 
Liberals in B.C. with highly- 
placed pledges of federal sup­
port. After winning the only 
new provincial seat taken by 
a Western Liberal in the 70s, 
Anderson watched his caucus 
defect to the Socreds whom the 
federal Liberals were court­

ing.
“ I believe the Liberal Party 

is on the verge of disaster 
nationally because it has been 
ignoring its provincial 
branches and instead making 
political deals,” he says.

If Anderson needed any 
more cause for bitterness, he 
received it last fall when the 
Liberal hierarchy in Van­
couver unsuccessfully pro­
moted another candidate for 
the nomination in Cowichan- 
Malahat-The Islands; the 
same bosses have so far failed 
to direct visiting cabinet 
m inisters to the rid ing , 
although only Anderson and 
Environm ent M inister Len 
Marchand remain from the 16 
Grit MPs elected in 1968.

Not suprisingly, Anderson 
downplays the Liberal Party in 
his campaign and tells a bar­
room inquirer that Prime 
Minister Trudeau will step 
aside within two years, prob­
ably replaced by John Turner. 
Campaign brochures will 
appeal for support across par­
tisan lines, as the most effec­
tive Voice in energy and 
environmental matters.

“ If the Liberal Party took 
him seriously on the environ­
ment, you’d th ink he would 
have had more impact on the 
governm ent,”  says Don 
Taylor, Progressive Conserva­
tive candidate in the riding.

Taylor, a 47-year-old high 
school teacher is credited (by 
himself,among others) with 
rebuilding the Tory organiza­
tion locally and running a 
tough cam paign against 
Tommy Douglas in 1974. His 
confidence now can be cre­
dited to the national neo­
conservative mood plus a 
tested campaign machine and 
projections of the 1974 vote into 
the new boundaries that give 
the Tories a comfortable first, 
with the NDP edging out the 
Liberals for second.

“ We haven’t seen much of 
Tommy in the riding, but the
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NDP provincially are spend­
ing loads of money.” Taylor 
says, suggesting the New 
Democrats,are counting on 
carry-over to the expenses- 
limited federal campaign from 
unrestricted spending provin­
cially.

So far, the Tory-campaign

has been pitched towards the 
anti-Trudeau mood prevalent 
in B.C. but Taylor says he’ll 
soon be stressing Joe Clark’s 
positive -if non-specific - 
-pledges to get Canada moving 
again.

Both New Democrats and 
Liberals publicly concede the

frontrunning spot to the Con­
servatives, although with the 
NDP it's privately considered 
a tactical advantage to be seen 
as the underdogs.

But David Anderson has no 
such solace in his lonely quixo­
tic quest.

Visit Prince George’s 
Oldest Nursery 
Serving you for 
over 25 years .,
The Home of 
Hardy Plants  •

Geo. W olczuk’ s 
Greenhouse & Nursery

Everything You Need for Your Garden
—Fruit Trees 
—Ornamental Shrubs 
—Shrub Roses

—Seeds 
—Fertilizers 
—House Plants

Open Daily 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Sundays and Holidays Included

Mile One — Prince George Pulp Mill Road — 563-3497
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It is true that we have econom ic problem s, but ou r social prob lem s are 
even greater. •
Econom ically we have a m illion  unem ployed people, socia lly  we have 
hatred grow ing at an a larm ing rate.
Econom ically we have a high standard of living, that is being eroded, 
socia lly we have many unhappy people.
Our national debt is g row ing  at an a larm ing rate, in fla tion  is e rod ing  
the purchasing pow er of the do llar.
C rown corporations, and governm ent grants, excessive taxation, and 
ine ffic ien t adm in istra tion , all add to unsuccessful governm ent, at the 
expense of tax payers, and de fic it budgeting.
Erosion of a dem ocracy begins, when the au thorities at the request of 
the electorate, by the dem ocra tic  process, slow ly but sure ly depart from  
true dem ocratic ph ilosophy, known as the Christian Doctrine, w hich 
teaches that,

"Authority Abused is A uthority  D enied ’’
"F reedom  Abused is Freedom Denied’ ’

“ Thereforefore Freedom is a Privilege, and not a R igh t"
“ Use Y our Freedom W isely’ ’

‘ Elect Responsible People to G overnm ent”

For better Government, Support Kordyban 
The Man with a Strategy, for solving problems

Campaign Headquarters 749-Victoria St. Victoria O ffice Building (Corner 
of 7th & Victoria) Phone 564-5907

Inserted by o ffic ia l agent fo r  W illiam W. Kordyban

Save $30
Choose gas or choose electric,
but mate sure it’s Craftsman 
for power and dependability
Craftsman 20” gas mower Craftsman 18” electric mower

14499
Reg. S174.99 119?

a-Hardworking mower with 3.5-hp Eager 1 engine 
for long-lasting use. Pull-up starter with cold- 
weather assist and compression release for quick, 
easy starts every time. No need for messy oil/gas 
mixtures— 4-cycle engine uses straight gas. Makes 
quick work of big lawns. Cuts a 20 ’ swath with a 
high-lift steel blade, enclosed in a steel deck. 
Five-position wheels; non-rusting gas tank; 
chrom ed, folding handle. 09R 056 828.
Grass catcher, not shown. 09R 058 623. Only $18. 
Red plastic gas can (Not shown), holds 2 Imperial 
gallons. Gas not incl. 09R 058 847. Only $4.99

Reg. $149.99
b-Quiet-running electric mower with ‘Power Boost' 
motor. Simple to operate with handy toggle switch. 
Very powerful even when sw'tch is in normal on 
position— move to 'Power Boost’ and you get 20%  
more power for easy mowing through thick, heavy 
grass. High-lift blade permits better vacuum 
action to stand grass up. Cuts a 18' swath. You 
can control the cutting height with 5-position 
wheel adjusters. ChromedL swing-over handle for 
convenience. 09R 055 976
100’ cord, not shown. 09R 048 402. Reg. $12.49 . , 
Grass catcher, not shown 09R 058 619. Only $18

$11.29

Lawn mower 
guarantee
All Craftsman lawn mowers 
are guaranteed against 
detects in .naterials and 
wprkmanship for 1 year 
from date of purchase 
Guarantee includes parts 
and services

Sears best value!
------------ S i m p s o n s - S e a r s  L t d . -------------
Park Free While You Shop Sears: In The Pine Centre


