THE UNEXPECTED IS BOUND TO HAPPEN

Life

Not all of the Vancouver
Symphony Orchestra’s
days on the road go as
smoothly as its concerts.

The orchestra, which
plays in Prince George
Wednesday, has had its
tour adventures ranging
from tuxedos with brown
shoes to missing instru-

ments.
In Toronto, Maestro
Kazuyoshi Akiyama

emerged from his dressing
room in black tux, black
sox, black tie and brown
loafers.

His formal black shoes
had been left behind in the
hotel room. There is
momentary panic, but a
last minute scramble man-
ages to turn up some
appropriate footwear. The
concert goes on as planned,
and on time.

Indeed, anyone who has
ever toured with the VSO
will say there is seldom a
dull moment.

Despite the expert plann-
ing and minute detailing,
the unexpected is bound to
happen when 80 musicians
and 10 administrative staff
members go travelling
under the VSO banner.

“People get sick, wallets
get stolen and instruments
get left behind,”’says Van-
couver Symphony Society
administrative assistant
Margery Hamilton.
“Nearly anything can and
has happened.”

No one has yet forgotten
that fateful night in Salt
Lake City when it was dis-
covered that none of the
basses would arriv e in time
for the concert. Only the
generosity of the Utah
Symphony bass section
saved the day.
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on road can be dlff|cult time for orchestra

And while most orchestra
members are touring vete-
rans who know how to
travel, VSO stage manager
Gerry Nordheimer says he
takes nothing for granted
when the musicians head
out on the road.

“I pack a kit which
includes extra ties, cuff-
links and dark socks, just
in case,’”’ says Nord-
heimer.

But with or without cuff-
links and co-ordinated
socks, the VSO has never
missed a performance and
is in fact considered one of
the most professional tour-
ing organizations in North
America.

So when the orchestra
stops in Prince George,
Kitimat, Terrace, Prince
Rupert, Courtenay, Port
Alberni, Nanaimo, Duncan
and Victoria within the next
few weeks, members of the
orchestra and audience can
rest assured that every
eventuality (well, almost)
has been thought of.

The man responsible for
putting the VSO on stage for
tour concerts is Doug Kent.
He is a seasoned verteran,
having masterminded the
VSO's itineraries for trips
through the western United
States, its 1976 cross-
CanadaandB.C. trip andits
1974 sojourn to Japan, as
well aslast year’'s Kootenay
tour.

Kent says his main objec-
tive as tour organizer is to
avoid any possibility of
being taken by surprise.

“You can imagine what

The Vancouver Symphony Orchestra will perform in Prince George on Wednesday
at 8 p.m. in Vanier Hall.

He insists the orchestra
should always come back
feeling a tourisnot a chore,

but rather a musical experi-

ence for audiences who
have maybe not heard an
orchestra before.

To ensure that this year's
tour of northern B.C. and
Vancouver Island runs as
smoothly as possible, Kent
plans to make a pre-tour
excursion.

“I'll go to all the places
we're playing, look at every
facilitiy, restaurant and
hotel, check distances
between points and estab-
lish all the timing of arri-
vals and departures.”

One of the problems he
expects to confront is find-
ing accommodation for the
whole group in one hotel.
Last year when the VSO
played in Trail, half the
orchestra stayed in Trail
while the other half had to
travel 40 miles to Castlegar
to find a hotel.

The absence of concert
halls also presents a chal-
lenge.

“We’re playing in gym-
nasiums and in some cases,
arenas. We have to make
sure they're large enough
for the orchestra and audi-

ence. Then we must ensure
there is good lighting on
stage and proper risers so
the audience can see the
orchestra. Music stands
and even chairs have to be
brought from Vancouver.”

could arise if you try to pic-
ture 90 people, all arriving
in a town at the same time,
requiring hotel accommoda:
tion and eating facilities,”

says Kent. week’s listings.

Attention
College Heights Residents

Due to frequent requests from our College Heights customers we will

commence a DELIVERY SERVICE to that area on a NO CHARGE

BASIS.

The service will be provided Friday, Soturdcyvond Sunday only on
orders of $15 and over. Please allow us 45 minutes to prepare and

deliver your order.

Thank You

Please Note

Now available on
Sundays is our very
much enjoyed

PEKING DELIGHT

(VAG) BT RAGOY)

CHARGEX
VISA

17th & Spruce. Phone 563-7474

OPEN SEVEN DAYSA WEEK
Mon.-Thurs, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Fri. and Sat. 11 a.m. to 1 a.m.

The group

Sundays 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.

“1755" presents a mix of down east music (reel, country

rock) and French Acadian folk music. If you wish to spend an evening
listening to toe-tapping music and see a lively show, at Prince George
Playhouse Vanderhoof Hwy., Wednesday, May 28th, 1980 at 8:00
p.m. For more information call 562-5819.
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mind. (Repeat; 60 mins.)

(TV Schedule)

Most of the instruments
for the upcoming tour will
be transported to each con-
cert location in a specially
modified 40-foot transport
trailer truck. In many
respects, this is a better
method than shipping
instruments in a plane,
according to Kent.

“Only a 747 has cargo
doorslarge enough to admit
some of our instrument
cases. Many of the percus-
sion instruments, the tim-
pani, harp and string bass
trunks will simply not fit in
any of the smaller planes.”

So when the orchestra is
not flying on the jumbo jet,
these large instruments
must be transported by
truck.

Kent's face still blanches
as he recalls an incident in
San Francisco which left
the VSO without the tim-
pani or any percussion
instruments. ‘‘The truck
didn’t arrive in time for a
rehearsal and we had to
borrow a lot of instruments
from the Oakland
Symphony.”’

But when things run
smoothly, and they nor-
mally do, VSO musicians
can count on Kent's expert
planning to put them on
stage, rested, refreshed
and ready to perform.

Some of the credit for a
successful tour though
must go to Susan

Mathieson, VS public rela-
tions manager.

As the personresponsible
for all concert ticket sales,
Mathieson says the entire
community must be made
aware that the orchestra is
coming,

Sold out concerts do not,
however, guarantee finan-
cial success for the VSO.
Government and corporate
sponsorship play an equally
important role.

For many years, a total
absence of government
touring grants and cor-
porate support has limited
the orchestra to Vancouver
performances.

But an increased aware-
ness of the benefits of tour-
ing has rekindled the inter-
estof corporate andgovern- -
ment funding agencies.

Through the British
Columbia provincial lottery
fund, a $100,000 grant has
been made available to help
cover the costs of the VSO's
tour (May 28 June 13) which

Sponsors for the VSO's
spring tour are Prince
George Pulp and Paper
Limited (Prince George),
Alcan Smelter and Chemi-
cals Ltd. and Eurocan Pulp
& Paper Co. Ltd. (Kitimat),
Canadian Cellulose (Ter-
race and Prince Rupert),
MacMillan Bloedel (Port
Alberni), and Yorkshire
Trust Company (Victoria).
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HAPPY DAYS Only

Fonz understands
when Richie grows tired
of college pranks and
decides to drop out and
run off with a beautiful
woman who promises
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him some real ex-
citement. (Re eat)
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plays a significant role in
a variety of fields. This
program examines some
of its present uses and
projects the future uses
of this versatile tool. (60
mins.)
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LAVERNE AND
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and Shirley pack their
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nightmare. (Repeat)
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GYMNASTICS The finest
male and female gym-

nasts in the United
States will compete in
this event from the
Veteran's Memorial
Coliseum in Florida.

Among those scheduled
to compete are Kurt

Don Adams is Maxwell Smart
in his first motion picture
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' THE HENDERSON
ONSTER A  Nobel
Prize-winning  scientist
becomes embroiled in a
controversy over the
laboratory creation of
new life forms with the
genetic ability to
enhance the world but
_which, out of control,
could have the potential
of destroying it. Stars:
Jason Miller, Christine
Lahti. (2 hrs.)
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ck's cooking lesson
with the seductive wife
of a mob kingpin
becomes spiced with hot
romance, which
threatens to end with the
chef being a cooked
goose. (Repeat)
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omen' The role of
women among the
Maasai of Kenya, a
pastoral society in which
cattle are the main
source of sustenance
and wealth, is explored.
(60 mins.)
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thiow a wild goodbye
bash for Latka when a
revolution breaks out in
his country and he feels
it his duty to return home
and lead his troops into
battle. (Repeal)
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Jonathan and Jennifer
Harl become part of the
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they go undercover to
bait a killer who murders
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liberated during the
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(Repeat; 70 mins.)
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Pioneer of film sound

might have

TORONTO (CP) — Bernard
Brown thinks he might have
been able to save silent screen
star John Gilbert.

‘‘He committed suicide
because his career was over
when the talkies came. He
really had a high, squeaky
voice,’’ says the pioneer of film
sound.

‘““‘At Warner Brothers, we
knew how to add low fre-
quencies, so a tenor could
sound like a high baritone. We
could have applied it to Gil-
bert,” he says sadly. ‘‘But he
was at a different studio.”

Probably no one has had
more experience at making
people sound better than they
really do than Bernard Brown.

Highlights of his career
include the orchestration of
director D.W. Griffith’s Birth
of a Nation (1916) ; conducting
and arranging in the first
talkie, The Jazz Singer (1928) ;
and two academy awards, one
for developing the 10-track
mixing system used in One
Hundred Men and a Girl
(1938). Singers such as Bing
Crosby and Nelson Eddy had

saved star

their singing voices trans-
formed and their careers
strengthened — sometimes
despite their protests.

Brown's career began at the
age of 16, when he applied to
the Los Angeles Philharmonic
as a violinist. In the first hour
of his audition, he was moved
to first violin, but more impor-
tantly, he was chosen to assist
conductor Carli Elinor in
selecting music for Birth of a
Nation.

Joining Warner Brothers in !
the 1920s, Brown became both
sound man and musician.
Some of the early recorded
effects were crude but effec-
tive.

But sound only started being
taken seriously with the suc-
cess of The Jazz Singer.
Although only 10 per cent of the
movie boasted sound, and
although there had been talk-
ing in shorter films before,
Brown ensured that people
would remember it.

‘‘People remember the last
thing they see, so we made
sure a lot of that dialogue was
at the end of the film.”

The Annual
GENERAL MEETING

of the

Carefree Society

will be held:

Date: Wed. May 28, 1980
Place: 2360 Lour'i)er Cres
(basemen

Time: 8 P.M.

All interested persons are welcome to attend. If
transportation is required please call the office a few
days in advance to arrange a ride. 562-1394,




