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L i b e r a l  b u d g e t  n o w  w o u l d  b e  b u r d e n  o n  p u b l i c
An a n a ly s is  

by DON MCGILL1VRAY 
S o u th a m  News

OTTAWA — The opposition parties in Parliament keep 
telling Finance Minister Allan J. MacEachen to hurry his 
budget.

Let's hope their prayers go unanswered.
A budget brought in now by MacEachen. bearing in mind 

the mood of the government, would likely be a disaster. 
It would burden the economy with new taxes, just as a 
recession begins, in a vain attempt to reduce the budget 
deficit.

The best hope for the Canadian economy right now is 
lhat the government will get tripped up on its own constitu­

tional shoelaces this summer and find it impossible to pro­
duce a new budget until next fall or winter.

The longer the budget is delayed, tho better. A delay 
will give the recession time to make itself felt and thus 
make it harder for the government to raise tax rates. And 
it will postpone the impact of any tax increases that are 
imposed.

The chances of a later budget are  improved by the com­
plicated timetable the government has set for its constitu­
tional talks. Alberta wants progress on an oil pricing agree­
ment as an indication of federal good faith in the constitu­
tional revision. But the federal government doesn’t want 
the momentum toward renewed federalism slowed by the 
oil question.

The budget has to wait for this situation to sort itself 
out

MacEachen’sparliamentarysecretary. John Evans,put 
it this way in the Commons on Monday: “ You cannot bring 
down a budget involving revenues and expenditures when 
one of the major revenue sources and revenue drains fac- 
ing this government, the energy pricing issuo. has not been 
resolved.

He added that the various ministers had to work out 
expenditure  plans within the spending “ envelopes" 
assigned to them. When this was done, and an energy pric­
ing package •‘negotiated with the provinces and agreed 
to . . .  we will be able to bring down a budget."

One limiting factor might be the jeers of the Liberals

last year when the John Corsbie budget was not broughl 
down until the Clark government had been in power six
months.

Hut politicians who seem to have forgotten completely 
why they criticized and voted to defeat the Crosbie budget 
may also find it convenient to forget their remarks about 
its timing.

The conversion of the Trudeau Liberals into fiscal con­
servatives. worrying more about the budget deficit than 
the unemployment rate or the recession in the real growth 
of the economy would be more astonishing if we had not 
seen the same thing happen last year to the Clark govern­
ment.

Pusher
stations
isolated

ROGERS. B.C. (CP) -  The 
romance may have gone out of 
rai lroading but high in the 
Rocky Mountains of British 
Columbia th e r e ’s a small 
group of men. who are the last 
of a breed.

CP Rail bases six engineers, 
six maintenance men and nine 
locomotives at Rogers, about 

. 100 kilometres east of Revel- 
stoke, B.C., to push heavily- 
laden westbound freight trains 
up 16 kilometres of steep grade 
to the Rogers Pass.

It’s called a pusher station 
and those who man it live, liter­
ally, in the middle of nowhere.

The station is a collection of 
mobile homes along a siding by 
the CP Rail main line where 
the enginemen spend up to 
three weeks each month away 
from their families. The scen­
ery is spectacular, especially 
in summer and fall but the rest 
of the time is spent fighting the 
boredom and isolation.

Engineer Mel Koski, 53, 
makes his home in Revelstoke 
and has been manning a 
pusher station off and on dur­
ing his 37 years on the railway.

The portly, white-haired 
train driver says he’s adapted 
to the long periods shut in at 
the camp where the only other 
human contact comes when 
rail crews bring in food or a 
train needs a push. The union 
contract allows engineers to 
drive only about 6,100 
kilometres each month, which 
is often piled up quickly.

“ You work night and day out 
here and then you end up with 
a week and a half off for 
miles,” says Koski.

Trains come into the moun­
ta ins  with th ree  or more 
engines at the front, or head 
end, and more in the middle 
operated by remote control by 
the engineer at the head end. 
T rack  upgrad ing  has 
eliminated other pusher sta­
tions on the line, but the track 
incline through the pass is still 
too much for the locomotives 
so the pushers latch on near the 
back to give them a boost.

The station has its 3,000- 
; horsepower locomotives 
I linked into five-and four- 
l  engine units.
- The larger set is used on 

heavy trains carrying grain,
• coal and potash to the port of 

Vancouver while the smaller 
unit is used for mixed freights.
A 10,000-tonne freight can have 
12 engines putting out 36,000 
horsepower as it climbs the 
grade.

But even the long hours give 
way to some spare time and 
boredom sets in. Koski says 
snowless months are  taken up 
by hunting and fishing but the 
winters a re  long in the 
Rockies.

"Some of the boys have got 
a snowmobile but other than 
that you’re quite isolated. It’s 
like being in purgatory or jail.

“ We’ve been after the com­
pany to get some recreation 
out here but they ’re pretty 
hard to bend. We haven’t got 
very much. We play cards and 
such.”

Television a t  Rogers, fa r  
from the nearest TV repeater 
station is out of the question. 
Koski says the station has 
some radio reception but even 
that is limited.

‘‘We work round the clock all 
* the time, so we make three 

days in one sometimes, two 
days in one most of the time. 
You haven’t got much else to 
do but sleep between shifts.”

Still, pusher stations seem to 
attract a hardy breed. Koski 
says he can’t remember any­
one ever going stir crazy.

Koski, who has been in 
pushers since the days of steam, 
says sometimes not even the 
pushers can get trains over ihe 
hump.

“ T hat’s happened quite 
often, especially in steam- 

\ engine days, because they 
' tended to slip a litt le more, 

especially on a bad rail.
“ But we have an awful prob­

lem going up the hill here, 
quite often with them breaking 
in two on us. They might slip 
a little bit and jerk, and with 
the tonnage and the tremend­
ous horsepower we’ve got it’s 
quite easy to te a r  a train in 
two."
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C a n a d a  D a y s
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Akal Is tha All-Star In Starao Systems

U n ite d  W e  S ta n d .
P R O  5 0 2  S Y S T E M

- A M U 0 2  integrated 28 watt  
stereo amplifier with 3 loudness 
positions, peak hold forescent 
power meter, hi & lo filters, 2 
tape monitors.

- ATK02 A M -F M  stereo turner 
with servo tuning and LED signal  
& tuner metre.

- C SM 02  cassette deck sendust 
head metal bios output level con­
trol, dolby and fluorescent met­
ers.

- C W 2 3 0 0  3 way b a s e  reflex 
speaker system with 10" woofer, 
high and midrange attenuators, 
tweeter diffuser.

- APB20 semi automatic turnta­
ble C -W  magnetic cartridge 
. 0 5 %  wow and flutter.

- RM H52 stand on castors and  
record storage orea matched to 
these components c -w  mounting 
handles

1 fU s s
1 I TOU w r v n t  HIAPD IT SO OOOLH

- A N U O l  20 wrms integrated  
stereo am p l i f ie r  with p o w e r  
meters an d  loudness switch.

- ATK02 am-fm  stereo tuner with 
servo tuning and LED signal and  
tuning meters.

- C S M O l  matching cassette deck 
with concentric meters, do lby  
noise reducers dampered door 
and timer capability.

- RMH51 stand on casters with 
record storage a re a —  perfectly 
matched for these components  
c.w. mounting handles.

P R O  5 0 1  S Y S T E M  ^ S S w ^ S S l

-ApB-20 semi automatic turnta- 
bl e c.w . m a gn e t ic  car tr idge  
. 0 5 %  wow & flutter.

- CW2100 2 way speaker system 
big 10” woofer, walnut finish 
tweeter diffuser and removable  
cloth grill.

THE AUdBLE EDGE

C U PER C O M PO

N e w  M u s i c a l  H o r i z o n s
] DIGITALLY 
JQUARTZ 
LO CKED Sansui the recoqm/ed In fi specialist, 

no* makes its audio expertise availa 
ble to all music lo* er s *  ith SUPE R 

COMPO systems A radical departure 
mquality s>sterm that ate eas> to (mn 

SUPf K COMPO makes muftK a moie im 
pod ant part of >ouf life Sansui sm d«*pth 

mate hinq means sourvl is mote e«citinq no* 
than ever, f oi people *wl*o lose life and 

music. SIII’f.R COMPO is more 
than superb audio it sa qreal

Available  in Silver or Black Finish

IN C LU D ES

- A 8 0  65 wrms-ch amplifier with power meters, variable 
loudness, high & low flutter.

- FRD3 direct drive semiautomatic  turntable with strobe 
and .0 2 8 %  signal to noise ratio includes spectrum 
magnetic cartridge.

- 180 digital quartz AAA-FM stereo tuner.

- D100 cassette deck with sendust heads and  metal tape 
biasing, LED peak meters.

- S50C big 3 way speaker system with 1 2" woofer high 
and midrange attenuators.

- G X 7 0  solid Sansui stand with full length glass  smartly 
holds all components.
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Only hi-fi,everything hi fL |S o jis ilL

Super Prices 
On Discontinued 

Stock Up To

5 0 %  D I S C O U N T

On som e  
p a c k a g e s .

Too m any to list, 
you must see 

these prices to

nmMtmu
C^ P EttC Q M P O  S2Q0

PACKAGE INCLUDES
- R50 A M -F M  receiver delivers 45 wrms-  
channel and  has LED power meters.

- FRD3 direct drive semi automatic turnta­
ble with strobe speed control cueing and

72 db signal to noise ratio includes spec­
trum magnetic cartridge.

- D90 matching cassette with separate  
bias-equalization, dam pened  door and  
-69 db signal to noise ratio.

- S40C 3 w ay  10" Sansui speaker system 
with high and mid-range attenuators.

- G X  60 quality audio rack with full g lass  
doors and record storage area.

The incred ib ly successful Sansui 
supercombo series is now offered to 
you at a very affordable package 
price. You get everything described 
— a ll for only

40% OFF
On All Phono 

Cartridges in Stock

N ow  is the l im e to  u p ­
g ra d e  yo u r  stereo system 
w i th  y o u r  c h o ic e  o f  a 
q u a l i ty  p h ono  c a r t r id g e  
a t a p r ic e  less th a n  the 
cost o f  a n ew  stylus fo r  
your o ld  ca r t r id g e .

M E M 0 R E X

M R X 3  9 0  T r i p l e  P a k

<3 90-minute blank $ Q 9 9  
cassettes.....  ....... #

MRX3 60 Twin Pak
2 60-minufe blank $ / \  9 9  
cassettes....................

M RX 3 1 2 0  T r ip le  P a k
3 120-minuto 
cassettes......

R e e l  t o  R e e l  B l a n k  

R e c o r d i n g  T a p e
BUY 2 GET 3 OFFER
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