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P R O D U C T IO N  A  'D IS G R A C E '
P E A N U T S

S a d  o p e n i n g  a t  S t r a t f o r d
by J A M IE  PO R TM A N  

Southam News
S T R A T F O R D .  Ont. -  Is  

the S t r a t fo r d  F e s t iv a l  
a ff l ic te d  w ith  a dea th  
w ish ?

H a v in g  a lread y  adm it­
ted that it’s in a m e ss  fi­
nanc ia lly. it now seem s in ­
tent to p rove  that it’s in a 
m e ss  a rtistica lly.

M o l ie r e ’s The  M i s a n ­
thrope. w hich landed sog- 
g ily  on the boa rd s of the 
Fe st iva l Theatre  M o n da y  
n ight, is a sad  and leaky 
la u n c h in g  fo r  the  1981 
Stratfo rd  season.

T h e  m o st  c h a r it a b le  
th ing that can  be sa id  is 
th a t  it s u f fe r s  g r a v e ly  
from  delusions of adequ­
a cy  — unless, of course, it 
is  the in te n tio n  o f new  
S t r a t fo r d  m a n a g e m e n t  
tha t the id e a l c la s s ic a l  
theatre shou ld  reject flesh 
and blood in favo r of the 
odor of m oth  ba lls  and de­
cay.

T h is  production is  a d is ­
g r a c e  to v i r t u a l l y  
everyone  connected with 
it —  in c lu d in g  a lot of 
people w ho shou ld  know  
better. One of the latter is  
its d irector. Jean Gascon, 
w ho m ade an in g lo r io u s  
return  after seven ye a rs  
to the th e a tre  he once

headed.
A nothe r accom plice  in 

the c a rn a g e  is  that no r­
m a lly  m agn ificen t actor. 
B r ia n  Bed fo rd , who de liv ­
e rs  the least in te resting 
pe rfo rm ance  of his S tra t­
ford ca ree r in the title role 
of the jaded Alceste.

B e d fo rd ,  w ho se  a s ­
s ignm ent it is to portray 
the ch a ra c te r  in despa ir 
w ith  h is  so c ie ty ,  tend s 
m a in ly  to behave  like  an 
actor in d e spa ir  with this 
production. H is  m ajor de­
v ic e  is  h is  g r im a c in g  
m a n n e r is m s ;  i t ’s a ll 
r a th e r  l ik e  a b a rg a in -  
b a se m e n t  M a lv o l io .  the 
cha racte r w hom , inciden­
tally, Bed fo rd  ha s  p layed 
w ith  d is t in c t io n  on two 
p r e v io u s  S t r a t fo rd  ou t­
ings.

T h e  M is a n t h ro p e  is  
supposed to be a b lockbus­
ter p roduction s and also  
the potential sa lvation  of a 
season  w h ich  is cu rrently  
S I m illion  down in its ad­
vance  sa le s  from  thesam e  
p e rio d  a y e a r  ago. T h e  
season  is  open ing  in the 
w ake of pub lic  forecasts 
b y  in c o m in g  a r t is t ic  d i­
rec to r  J o h n  H ir s c h  of a 
possib le  $2 m illion  deficit 
by the fall.

The  dep re ssiong  ca lib re

of The  M isan th rope  — a 
p roduction the festival is 
stuck w ith th rough  to the 
end of Septem ber — is not 
a hap py  om en for the fu­
ture.

Som e  m e m b e rs  of the 
new  S tra tfo rd  h ie ra rc h y  
have  a lre a d y  su gge ste d  
pub lic ly  that if this season 
is a d isaster, it w on’t be 
the ir fau lt —  they  have  
s e e m in g ly  a ttem pted  to 
buy them se lve s in su rance  
for. w h a te v e r  d is a s t e r s  
m ay  resu lt by b lam ing  all 
their troubles on the con­
t ro ve rsy  o ve r the F e s t i­
v a l ’s  a rt is t ic  su cce ss ion  
w h ich  ro c ke d  S tra tfo rd  
la st w inter and  to m ake  
m uch of the lim ited  tim e 
they have  had to assem b le  
a season.

The prob lem s have  ce r­
t a in ly  be re a l on e s  but 
they c a n ’t take the new 
F e st iv a l leade rsh ip  com -

Indiana Jnnes-the new hern from the creators of JAWS and STAR WARS.
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pletely off the hook. The 
fact i s  tha t th is  y e a r 's  
schedule is o ffe ring  eight 
productions half the size 
of R o b in  P h i l l ip s 's  final 
rem a rkab le  season  a year 
ago.

Yet, v irtu a lly  the sam e  
num ber of acto rs is being 
e m p lo y e d ,  a n d  the $7.7 
m ill io n  budget m a tch e s  
the 1980 one in size.
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