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W estern sep aratist w ins byelection
O LD S , A lta . (C P  I — “ I think i t ’s the beginning o f a 

new e ra ,” Gord K esler said W ednesday night over 
the whoops and hollers o f fellow western separatists  
gathered in a rented store front.

K esler, an independent oilm an and som etim e steer 
w restler, took 42 per cent o f the vote in the byelection  
in the A lb erta  constituency o f O lds-D idsbury on 
Wednesday. He w ill represent the eight-month-old  
W estern Canada Concept party  in a legislative ses­
sion scheduled to begin M arch  1.

The federal governm ent should take his election as 
a signal that A lbertans want a say in the ir country’s 
a ffa irs , Kesler said.

H e said his election shows that i f  A lbertans don't 
get a voice in those a ffa irs , ‘ ‘they are prepared to go 
for independence and he’ ll give them that voice and 
control over their own destiny.”

F o r P rim e  M in ister Trudeau, the lightning rod of 
western discontent, he had harsher words: “ I f  w e 're  
all lucky, he'll have a heart attack w ithin the next 
five m inutes.”

Social Credit Leader Hod Sykes, who saw the con­
stituency fa ll a fte r m ore than a generation in Socred 
hands, called the result “ astonishing."

A lberta  N D P  leader G rant N otley  called it “ a re ­
sult that has shaken everyone."

Stephen Stiles, a law yer who becam e the fir  P rog­
ressive Conservative since 1971 to finish third in any  
A lberta  elec tion, said it was c lear his party 's  govern­
m ent —  which still commands a 73-m em ber m ajo rity  
in the 79-seat leg islature  —  has to com m unicate  
m ore e ffec tive ly  w ith the people.

P rem ier P e ter Lougheed was at home in E dm on­
ton. inaccessible and silent.

The final unoffic ia l vote count showed K esler w ith  
4,025 votes. Social Credit candidate Lloyd Quantz 
had 2,682, Stiles 2,420, N D P  candidate M yrn a  Jarboe  
309, L ibera l George Leussink 130 and Independent 
Adilsha Shivji nine.

The byelection was called a fte r  fo rm er Socred 
leader Bob C la rk  resigned from  the legislature. Ab­
out 73 per cent of the elig ible voters cast ballots, a 
respectable turnout for a bvelection that equalled the 
showing in the 1979 general election.

The result throws A lberta politics into a turm oil, 
w ith a general election no m ore than a year aw ay.

Opposition pa rty  spokesmen predicted Lougheed 
w ill call an election within six months. New Dem o­

crats  and L ibera ls  said the Social C redit party , now 
the o ffic ia l Opposition w ith three m em bers in the 
leg islature , died w ith  the loss o f one of its last bas­
tions.

“ I ’m going to be leader o f the opposition within a 
y e a r ,” N otley  said.

The toughest com m ent cam e from  Jarboe, the 42- 
year-old high school guidance counsellor who raised  
the N D P  vote total in w hat even Notley concedes is 
not N D P  country to 309 from  152 in the 1979 general 
election.

“ I abhor everyth ing they stand fo r ,"  Jarboe said o f 
the WCC. She said the result showed an “ hysterical 
over-reaction” which benefited a “ lunatic fringe."

R ay Speaker, Social C redit house leader, summed 
up the general in terpretation  that W estern Canada  
Concept had tapped a strong protest vote among the 
common people o f the ru ra l constituency located ab­
out 70 kilom etres north o f C algary.

“ Th ey ’re  fed up w ith Trudeau, they 're  fed up with  
high interest, they ’re  sick and tired  o f a budget that 
suppresses them  and takes aw ay th e ir  opportunity to I 
pass on the ir fa rm s to th e ir  sons," he said.

“ M y people would vote for them too.”
G o rd o n  K e s le r , w e s te rn  s e p a ra tis t, k isses b e a r m a s c o t a f te r  v ic to ry  
W e d n e s d a y .
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L O N D O N  — A fter m ore than seven 
continuous hours o f debate, the British  
House o f Commons gave approval in 
principle to the Canada B ill Wednesday 
night and voted 334 to 44 in favor of 
second reading.

The vote clears the w ay for the bill to 
be sent to com m ittee o f the whole, prob­
ab ly  early  next week, and leaves only one 
m ajo r hurd le — the House o f Lords —  
between Canada and its new constitution.

R U S S IA N  C R E W

The vote on both sides was heavier  
than anyone had been predicting. The  
“ ayes" w ere bolstered by P rim e  M in is ­
te r  M arg are t Thatcher's  decision to put 
on a “ two-line w h ip" and signal to M Ps  
that as m any as possible w ere expected  
to be on hand for the vote. H ow ever, the 
“ no's” turned out to be about tw ice as 
strong as was expected.

Thatcher was w orried that opposition 
M P s m ight use the debate on the C ana­
dian constitution as an excuse to hold up 
the proceedings o f the House and delay  
governm ent business. This did not turn

'G re a t sa crifice '
O T TA W A  (C P ) — TheS oviet container 

ship M ekh an ik  Tarasov was speeding to 
the rescue o f workers from  the oil rig  
Ocean R anger before it sank in the North  
A tlantic , says R ay P e rra u lt, governm ent 
leader in the Senate.

“ Canadians should be gra tefu l for the 
great sacrifice  m ade by those who served 
on that Russian ship in the ir efforts to aid 
those on the Ocean R an ger,”  he told the 
upper c h a m b e r as o ffic ia ls  continued  
try in g  to u n rave l the double trag ed y  . 
which c la im ed m ore than 100 lives.

The rig , which collapsed w ith  the loss of 
84 lives, sent an in ternationa l distress 
signal to which the Tarasov was respond­
ing before it sank, carry in g  at least 21 
persons to the ir deaths, an aide to P er­
rau lt said Wednesday.

The in form ation was confirm ed by the 
federal Transport D ep artm ent, the Sen­
ate leader told the upper cham ber.

M eanw hile , in the Commons, E nv iron­

m ent M in is ter John Roberts confirm ed  
that the ill-fated Soviet vessel had been 
scheduled to c a rry  a shipment of poten­
tia lly  dangerous uranium  hexafiuoride  
from  Canada to Russia.

A nd T ra n s p o r t  M in is te r  J e a n -L u c  
Pepin said survivors landed ir. Canada  
w ill have to answer questions from  C ana­
dian authorities on the loss o f the ship.

P r e l im in a r y  in q u ir ie s  w ill be con­
ducted under “ casualty-at-sea” regu la ­
tions, he added.

Roberts said the Soviet ship was sup­
posed to pick up the shipment but was 
la te  and E ld o rad o  N u c le a r  L td ., the 
Crown-owned u ran iu m  com pany, sent 
the nuclear m ate ria l to the Soviet Union  
on another Soviet vessel.

O p p o s itio n  L e a d e r  Joe  C la rk  im ­
m ed ia te ly  dem anded details o f any u ra ­
n iu m  tra d e  betw een C anada and the  
Soviet Union.

See a lso  page 5

out to be the case and those who spoke 
against the b ill were c le a rly  concerned 
about the substance and propriety  o f the 
legislation.

Protection for Canada's aborig inal 
peoples was foremost on the ir minds and 
as representatives of the A lberta, Sas­
katchew an, M anitoba and B ritish Col­
um bia Indians looked on from  the public 
galleries , one a fte r  another M P  pleaded 
the ir case.

Labor M P  Bruce George called the 
Nov. 6 constitutional accord which was 
signed by P rim e  M in is ter Trudeau and 
nine p rovincial p rem iers  “ a sordid 
cab a l.”

He said: “ The Indians neither con­
sented to this b ill nor are protected by it. 
It  is g rave ly  defective in m any respects. ”

George told his colleagues that they  
had a "m o ra l and legal obligation” to the 
Indians and he urged them  to vote 
against second reading, a t least until the 
House o f Lords has decided whether or 
not it w ill hear an appeal from  the Asso­
ciation o f A lberta  Indians.

Even m any o f those who supported the 
bill, such as fo rm er prim e  m in ister  
Jam es C allaghan, expressed concern ab­
out the fa te  of the native people under the 
proposed constitution. He suggested that 
" it would be helpful to us i f  the Canadian  
governm ent could give us an authortia- 
tive  statem ent on aborig inal rights."

Still others were concerned that the 
A lberta  Indians had not yet exhausted  
the avenues o f legal appeal and they 
pointed out how aw kw ard it would be if  
the House of Lords decided to hear the 
case at the sam e tim e the Commons was 
dealing w ith  the Canada Act.

The A lberta  Indians a re  trying to 
prove th a t the B ritish  governm ent is still 
responsible for their w e lfare  under cen­
tury  old treaties .

J o b  p ro g ra m 's  v a lu e  d o u b te d
V A N C O U V E R  (C P t —  A new federal 

job-creation program  is " a  s traw  in the 
wind m ore than anything e lse ,” says eco­
nomist John H elliw ell of the U n ivers ity  of
B.C.

Econom ist M ichael W a lk e r of the 
F ra se r In stitu te , said the plan is “ not too 
earthshaking, is it? ”

E m ployers  would look at such a prog­
ra m  cautiously, said B ill H am ilton , pres­
ident of the Em ployers Council of B.C.

The federa l governm ent signed a job- 
creation agreem ent Feb. 8 w ith  Ontario  
and is o ffering a s im ila r p lan to other 
provinces. B.C. Labor M in is te r Jack  
Heinrich  said Wednesday a decision 
has still not been m ade.

Under the agreem ent, O ntario  w ill 
spend $4.5 m illion to provide 875 jobs for 
six months.

H elliw ell said s im ila r program s  
adopted across the country m ight pro­
vide re lie f for three per cent o f C anada’s 
one m illion unemployed.

He said the program  sounds s im ila r  to 
re lie f  program s used during the Depress­
ion o f the 1930s, and added that such a 
program  carried  out on a large scale  
m ight threaten organized labor.

W a lker said the m oney would be better  
spent on education to fill the grow ing de­
m and for highly skilled workers.

" I  wonder i f  we should be encouraging  
people to take jobs planting trees, or put

that m oney into train ing for com puter 
prog ram m ers ,”  W alker said.

U nder the agreem ent signed w ith  
Ontario, O ttaw a w ill add $50 to the regu­
la r w eekly  unem ploym ent insurance  
paym ents o f $190, and the province w ill 
add an additional $60 for a weekly  
paycheque of $300.

Recipients w ill be put to work on jobs 
suggested by the provincial governm ent 
and employers.

Senator R ay  P e rra u lt suggested 
Wednesday that in B .C ., this work could 
include projects such as reforestation, 
w h arf construction and building fish lad­
ders.

Tracy Werk, her sister Christine and Erynn Johnson, explore an igloo built by the 
Werks’ father behind their home in College Heights. Gordon Werk used a saw to cut 
out blocks of snow for the igloo, built as a Valentine’s Day present for his daughters. 
It’s the first one he’s built, but he’s pleased with the results.

"Don't play with Dad's pulley!

Zimbabwe power play
Z im b a b w e ’s P r im e  M in is te r  M ug ab e has dism issed  

Joshua Nkom o, his m ain political r iv a l, from  cabinet am id  
accusations that Nkomo was plotting a coup. Page 2.

Violence on the ice
Violence in hockey has resulted in another p layer being 

charged. Page 13.
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•  How much snow is there? Th ere ’s so much snow in one 
m an’s College Heights lot that he had no place to put it any  
m ore and began trucking it  to the city snow dump

•  S m all boy in a local departm ent store was bugging his 
dad to buy him a copy o f the little  book that helps you solve 
R ubic’s Cube. “ You’ve a lready solved the cube and besides 
you can ’t read y e t,”  said the exasperated father.

•  W hile looking over samples of new report card forms  
soon to be tested in some e lem entary  schools, school trustee  
G raham  F arstad  asked why there were so many d ifferent 
form s and what some o f the things on them described. 
Trustee Roy Stewart had that figured out. ‘i t ’s actually  an 
in telligence test for the teacher,"  he said.

HERMAN

A P ac ific  storm  has a r­
rived e arlie r than expected, 
causing periods of snow and 
rain  today.

S trong  so u th erly  winds  
a re  expected to a b a te  by 
F r id a y , however ra in  and 
snow are  like ly  to continue.

E xpected high tem p era ­
ture today is 5, w ith an over­
night low o f -1 and high F r i­
day o f 4.

Wednesday had 5.3 hours 
of sunshine and no m easur­
able precipitation. The high 
was 3 and the low -11.

Last year on this date the 
high was 10 and the low -1.

Sunset tod ay  is a t 5:26 
p .m ., w ith  sunrise F rid ay  
set for 7:22 a.m .

Sadrack says . . .

D e t a i ls  p a g e  7


