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A downtown res taura teu r thinks  
p a rk in g  m e te rs  a re n ’ t good for  
business and he’s going to fight c ity  
hall in court.

John Forsyth . 29, appeared in pro­
v inc ia l court Thursday and pleaded 
not gu ilty  to 67 $20 parking  tickets. 
T h a t’s $1,340.

H e told Judge G .O . S te w a rt he 
wanted a tr ia l and would act as his 
ow n counsel. C ro w n  p ro s e c u to r  
R andy W a lker stood up, unfurled a 
com puter prin tout several m etres  
long d e ta ilin g  F o rs y th ’s a lleged  
transgressions over a three-m onth  
period, and told Judge Stew art he 
would have to set aside two days of 
c o u rt t im e  ju s t to p rosecute  the  
case.

A fte r setting a M a y  25 tr ia l date, 
the judge suggested to Crown coun­
sel th a t he w ork out an ‘ ‘accom ­
m odation’ ’ with Forsyth.

Outside court, W a lker said it was  
m ore d ifficu lt to prosecute a park ­
ing ticket than an arm ed  robbery be­
cause the parking bylaw  and the au­
tho rity  behind the bylaw  is so com­
plex. He said he was looking at an 
“ accom m odation”  o f about h a lf of 
w hat Forsyth owes.

Forsyth  on the other hand isn’t 
sure w hether he’d accept the deal. 
The w ay  he sees it, i t ’s a m a tte r  of 
principle.

As the m anager o f a new down­
town restaurant he feels he’s doing 
his b it to rev ita lize  the c ity ’s core 
a n d  a r g u e s  t h a t  th e  b ig g e s t  
headache downtown businessmen 
have when they try  to com pete w ith  
shopping m alls  is parking m eters.

On top o f that, he’s curious to.see 
how a tr ia l w ill go M arch  16, when 
la w y e r  K e ith  A artsen  appears in 
court to fight 37 parking  tickets he 
and his partner m anaged to collect.

T h a t tr ia l is the continuation o f a 
court battle  that began four months 
ago when the orig inal tr ia l was ad­
journed a fte r  several hours of a rgu­
m ent.

Seems Aartsen obtained a copy of 
the by law  from  the c ity  th a t was 
d iffe re n t from  the one the Crown  
presented . Both w ere passed and 
w ent into effect the sam e day, but 
there w ere differences in the w ord­
ing and the penalties.

Aartsen said Thursday he and his 
p a rtn e r already pay the c ity  about 
$250 a m onth  fo r seven p a rk in g  
stalls in a m unicipal lot adjacent to 
th e ir  la w  o ffice  and th in k  th a t ’s 
enough.

Since the ad journm ent, the two 
law yers have picked up another 30 
tickets. None have been paid. U nder 
the parking  bylaw  which cam e into 
effect a  yea r ago, a $2 park ing  ticket 
balloons to $20 i f  it is ignored.

A artsen promises a long, draw n- 
out battle . “ I ’m even going to bring  
in the M agna C a rta ,” he said.

Forsyth  said he’ll be w atching the 
M a rc h  16 courtroom  m anoeuvres  
with  keen interest.
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J o h n  F o r s y t h e  h o l d s  a  c o m p u t e r  p r i n t o u t  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  H 7  t r a f f i c  t i c k e t s  
h e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  c i t y  b y l a w  o f f i c e r s .

C A R T O O N IS T ^  F L E E S  C A N A D A

H e r m a n  d o d g e s  t h e  t a x m a n
O T TA W A  (C P ) — H erm an  has had it w ith  Canada!
The tax m an cam e once too often, and now H erm a n ’s 

crea to r, cartoonist and O ttaw a  resident J im  Unger is going —  
to a $380,000 seaside v illa  in the Baham as.

U nger says he is fed up with Finance M in ister A llan  
M acE ach en ’s N ovem ber budget and “ how a ll m y tax m oney is 
going to support things I don’t support."

The “ deteriorating social fabric o f N orth A m erica” is forc­
ing h im  to leave his O ttaw a home w here he lives w ith his 
parents w ithin two weeks.

U nger says his H erm an cartoons, books, calendars, and 
other novelty item s earn  him  about $300,000 a year, and he 
figures he soon w ill be paying about S3.000 a week in taxes.

But “ i t ’s not paying the money that I m ind so much — it's

what that tax money is going towards, creeping leftism , the 
breakdown o f law  and order and the spreading social-welfare  
system .”

“ When I'm  paying taxes in a country. I ’m condoning what 
that country 's governm ent is doing and th e re ’s a lot o f things 
happening here that I can ’ t ignore."

Says a fa ther to his son in the caption w ith one of his 
cartoons: “ Some day you’ll rea lize  people capable o f running 
the country are  too sm art to get into politics."

Before the Novem ber budget, people like  Unger m aking  
large salaries  could buy an incom e-averaging annuity in which 
they could spread out over several years income received and 
taxes paid. M acEachen wrote a budget intended to change all 
that for rich  people he said w ere avoiding a fa ir  share of the tax  
burden.

I n n  p u r c h a s e d  
f o r  $  JO  m i l l i o n

ENDAKO MINE

L a y o f f  p l a n  d e n i e d

S t a f f  R e p o r t e r

P lacer Developm ent L td . is denying 
rum ors that its m olybdenum  m ine near 
F raser Lake  w ill be closed.

Molybdenum  m arkets have been bad 
for several months, and an em ployee said 
m iners  a re  concerned about possible  
layoffs.

H ow ever, a com pany spokesm an in 
Vancouver says rum ors about closures 
or layoffs a re  just that — rum ors. No pub­
lic statem ents have been m ade to this 
effect, he said.

Production o f the m in e ra l, used p r i­
m arily  as an alloying agent in the steel 
industry, was cut to an annual rate  of 3 85

m illion k ilogram s in D ecem ber from  ab­
out 5 m illion kilogram s. The steel indus­
try  has been hurt by fa ltering economic  
conditions.

On Jan. 12, the com pany announced 
production would be reduced fu rther to 
3.25 m illion  kilogram s.

Despite the cutbacks, no em ployee has 
been laid off, the spokesman said.

The firs t reduction was accomplished  
by processing lower grade ore.

In Jan uary, the volume of ore m illed  in 
the concentrator was reduced as an eco­
nomy m easure. This resulted in lower 
consumption o f energy, grinding m edia, 
and reagents.

N ational C aterers  Ltd. of Vancouver 
announced today they have purchased  
the Inn of The N orth  hotel from  the D elta  
Hotel chain for $10 m illion .

C ra ig  Aspinall, spokesman for N atio n ­
a l. said Coast Hotels Ltd ., as associate  
com pany, w ill o p era te  the Inn o f the  
North .

W ith  the pu rchase  o f the 160-room  
hotel, the com pany w ill now operate six 
hotels in B ritish Colum bia.

In  1981, N ational C aterers  L td ., pu rch­
ased The D iscovery Inn in Cam pbell R iv ­
er and the C anadian Inn in Kam loops  
from  the D elta Hotel chain

' K I C K E D  I N  T E E T H '

Otta wa - p r o v i n ces 
battle lines drawn

T H E  V IE W  F R O M  U .S .

M e t r i c s ?  ' R u b b i s h 7

T O R O N T O  ( C P )  —  C a n a d a  w i l l  b e  a t  a  “ d e f i n i t e  d i s a d v a n t a g e ”  i f  i t  
s t i c k s  t o  a  s c h e d u l e  o f  f u l l  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  t h e  m e t r i c  s y s t e m  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  
1 9 8 3 ,  s a y s  U . S .  A m b a s s a d o r  P a u l  R o b i n s o n .

R o b i n s o n  t o l d  a  n e w s  c o n f e r e n c e  “ m o s t  A m e r i c a n s  d o n ’ t  l i k e  m e t r i c  a t  
a l l , ”  a n d  p r e d i c t e d  i t  w o u l d  b e  m a n y  y e a r s ,  i f  e v e r ,  b e f o r e  t h e  U . S .  s w i t c h e s .

C a n a d a ’ s c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m e t r i c a t i o n  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  U . S .  f o l l o w s  s u i t  
“ m i g h t  c r e a t e  p r o b l e m s ”  i n  t r a d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  
l o n g  b e e n  e a c h  o t h e r s ’ m a j o r  t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r s ,  h e  s a i d .

A s k e d  i f  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  m e t r i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  U . S .  w o u l d  
o v e r c o m e  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s ,  h e  s a i d :  “ I  h o p e  n o t .  I  t h i n k  i t ’ s  r u b b i s h . ”

P a r l i a m e n t  o k a y s  

b a n k - p r o f i t  p r o b e

b y  J I M  T R A V E R S  
S o u t h a m  N e w s

O T TA W A  — P rim e  M in is ter P ie rre  
Trudeau has buried the concept o f co­
operative federalism , heaping scorn on 
what he considers to be provincial greed.

“ I thought we could build a strong 
Canada through co-operation, but I have  
been disillusioned,” Trudeau  said 
Thursday.

Speaking to reporters at his weekly  
press conference here. T rudeau  warned  
that the days are gone when the pro­
vinces would be allowed to accept m as­
sive funding from  the federal goverm ent 
and then “ kick us in the teeth” .

“ The old type o f federa lism  where we  
give m oney to the provinces, where they  
kick us in the teeth because they d idn 't 
get enough, and then go around and spend 
it and say ‘i t ’s all from  us’ . Th at type of 
federa lism  is finished.”

He said O ttaw a ’s a b ility  to control the 
economy and to finance program s in 
federa l areas of ju risd iction would be 
jeopardized i f  the provinces were given  
the power and money they seek.

In  the past, Trudeau claim ed, the 
federa l governm ent has tried to 
accom m odate the provinces but the pre­
m iers did not appreciate that generosity.

“ Th ere  is no point in shifting powers 
and resources to the provinces because 
there is no stop.” he said. ‘ ‘Th e  pendulum  
keeps swinging and we end up with a 
com m unity  o f com munities or a confed­
eration o f shopping centres.”

T ru d ea u ’s comments cam e at a tim e  
when the two levels of governm ent a re  
deadlocked over proposed cutbacks in 
federal funding for health, w e lfare , and 
post-secondary education.

C om m enting on the recent firs t m inis­
ters conference on the economy, Trudeau  
said he was disappointed that the two 
levels o f governm ent could not find a 
m utua lly  acceptable s trategy for the 
struggle against C anada’s economic 
woes.

He blam ed the provinces, cla im ing  
they would not budge from  the ir a rgu­
m ent that interest rates should be re ­
duced.

But in the same breath Trudeau dis­
missed the provii c ial plan, saying it did 
not dovetail with federal economic 
thinking.

The prem iers com plained a fter the 
conference that the federal governm ent 
had stonewalled provincial proposals 
while refusing to m ake any concrete sug­
gestions o f its own.

D uring the three-day m eeting held in 
O ttaw a e a r lie r  this month, the federal 
governm ent made no secret o f its plan to 
get m ore credit for its share o f jo intly- 
financed program s and projects.

T ru d eau ’s blatant attem pt to win the 
hearts o f taxpayers irrita ted  a number of 
Conservative prem iers, including O ntar­
io’s B ill D avis  and New Brunswick's  
R ichard H atfie ld , who prom ised to erect 
signs praising the federal governm ent as 
long as it does not cut funds or social 
program s.

O TTA W A  (C P ) - M P s authorized an 
inquiry  into bank profits Thursday, set­
ting the stage for a politically  charged  
battle  over in terest rates.

The inquiry by the 20-m em ber Com ­
mons finance com m ittee  was approved  
by a ll parties. The Canadian B an kers ’ 
Association said its m em bers would co­
operate.

The opposition called for an in qu iry  as 
interest rates soared. The profits o f the 
chartered banks increased in 1981 to $1.7 
billion, a 37.6-per-cent rise from  1980.

The three parties appear to have d if­
fering approaches. W hile the N D P  wants  
to expose w hat it says are  excess profits, 
the Conservatives' m ain  attack w ill be on 
governm ent policy affecting the banks 
and their in terest ra te  structures.

C a n a d a  o u s t s  
n u c l e a r  a r m s

O TTA W A  (C P ) —  Defence M in is ter  
Gilles Lam ontagne indicated Thursday  
the last nuclear weapons will be rem oved  
from  Canadian soil soon, perhaps by the 
end o f the year.

" I  think that as soon as we can get rid  
of them  the better it w ill be," L am on­
tagne told the Commons external a ffa irs  
com m ittee.

He said it w ill be tim e to get rid  of 
nuclear w eaponry when the firs t F-18A  
fighter plane a rrives  in October this 
year.

Am erican-controlled nuclear weapons 
are  stored at Canadian Forces Base Com- 
ox, B.C. They are stationed there for use 
on Canada’s CF-101 Voodoo a irc ra ft  
though O ttaw a has renounced a nuclear 
role for C °nad ian  forces.

The Voodoos w ill be the firs t planes  
replaced by the new F-18As, which w ill 
not be equipped to c a rry  nuclear arm s.

As for the Liberals, M P  John Evans 
said: “ I f  a ll they 're  going to do is play 
politica l gam es with it, th a t’s offensive. 
Let’s do a thorough research job. not use 
it as a political whipping boy."

C om m ittee  m em bers said they wanted 
to get the inquiry  going as soon as possi­
ble, perhaps next week. A pproval o f the 
inquiry ended a four-day delay during 
which the N D P  sought assurances it 
would not turn into a public relations ex­
ercise for the banks.

In  response to that concern, the L iber­
als and Conservatives agreed to empow­
er the com m ittee  to hire experts to help 
them and they le ft open the possibility of 
public hearings outside O ttaw a.

" M y  m a jo r  concern is that the inves­
tigation be as thorough as possible," 
N D P  finance c ritic  Nelson Riis said in an 
in terview .

“ We want to ensure th e re ’s no 
whitewash, no P R  job by the financial 
institutions."

The N D P  has accused the banks of 
gouging borrowers. It  has proposed the 
governm ent impose a low ceiling on 
m ortgage interest rates, force the banks 
to set aside a specific am ount o f money 
for home purchases and tax aw ay what it 
calls excess bank profits.

Don B lenkarn , Conservative finance 
com m ittee m em ber, said his party  sees 
the inqu iry  as a golden opportunity to put 
the governm ent on the spot for its econo­
mic policies. The governm ent, not the 
banks, is to blam e for high interest rates, 
he said.

“ I t  isn ’t that the banks are gouging 
anyone,” he said in an in terv iew . “ I t ’s 
just that they happen to be in a business 
where high interest rates increase their 
profits.”

A Canadian B ankers’ Association 
spokesman said a rational look at bank 
profits would show they a re  “ reasonable  
and in lin e .”

HERMAN

"Tell him! I was here first, wasn't I?"

F E A T U R E D  T O D A Y

M arijuana dangers
A m ajo r U.S. study says the dangers of m ariju an a  " ju sti­

fies serious national concern.” Page 2.

Rec groups worried
D ire  consequences have  been p red ic ted  for P rince  

George sports and recreation services if  proposed city s ta ff 
cuts^are approved. Page 11.
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T H E  W E A T H E R

More snow is on the way  
this weekend and i t ’s possi­
ble enough w ill fa ll to break  
a m onth ly  rec o rd  for the 
second consecutive month.

The w eather office  says 
w e’re 17.5 cm  short of the 
a ll- t im e  F e b ru a ry  record  
and that is w ith in  reach by 
Sunday night.

T e m p e ra tu r e s  w il l  re ­
m ain cool, w ith  an expected 
high today and Saturday of 
about -13 and overnight low 
o f -18.

Thursday’s high was -14 
and the low -17. Th ere  was 
no sunshine and 7.6 cm of 
snow fell.

Sadrack says . . .

D e t a i l s  p a g e  7

This w e a th e r pa tte rn  is 
lik e ly  to continue until at 
least Tuesday.

N O W  H E A R  T H I S

•  Between gusts o f snow, while driv ing  down Peden H ill, 
a lady  m otorist w eathering  her firs t w in te r in P rince  
George lam ented that spring won’t rea lly  be here until the 
flashing am b er light at Coward Road starts turning red.

•  A M ackenzie homeowner is still scratching his head 
over a notice from  the Canada Oil Substitution P rogram  
people point out his postal code was m issing from a form  he 
sent in to apply fo r the program . You guessed i t — the notice 
arrived  with is correct postal code included in the address 
on the letter. Seems a case of the le ft hand not known what 
the right hand is doing.
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