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H igh-tech  
research  
fac ilit ies  
for B.C.?

VANCOUVER (CP) -  
University officials res
ponded enthusiastically 
Wednesday to disclo- 
sures that a (10-million 
high-technology research 
and development facility 
is being considered for 
the University of B.C. or 
Simon Fraser Universi
ty-

The proposal, now 
being studied by a high- 
level committee of sen
ior government officials, 
is one of several being 
considered to encourage 
the development of high 
technology industries.

The document, pre
pared by the govern
ment’s Discovery Foun
dation, also recommends 
construction of office- 
sized facilities at the 
three public universities, 
and of research facilities 
on several regional col
lege campuses.

High-technology busi
ness centres are pro
posed for the regional 
colleges campuses in Ke
lowna, Vernon, Nanai
mo, Kamloops, Castle- 
gar, Prince George, 
Dawson Creek and Co- 
mox.

Noting that he pushed 
hard to get land set 
aside for such facilities 
at SFU, university presi
dent George Pedersen 
said he has always felt it 
is important for people 
coming out of science 
programs to have facili
ties to develop entrepre
neurial ideas.

‘‘I t ’s the product of 
universities that might 
be able to get high tech
nology going in this 
province,”  he said.

‘‘I ’m quite enthusiastic 
about the prospect of 
doing these things.”

But at the same time, 
he said, he’s concerned 
about developing re
search parks while uni
versities are so short of 
capital funding that they 
are having a hard time 
coping with the demand 
for their services.

“ I ’m delighted with 
the idea of developing 
the parks, but you also 
have to be sure you’re 
developing the brainpow
er for these parks."

UBC information offi- 
cei Jim Banham said 
the university has had 
land set aside for con
struction of Discovery 
Park facilities since 1981 
and is looking forward to 
th e ir developm ent, 
which should benefit 
both students and facul
ty.

Capital cost is esti
mated at $9.4 million, 
and start-up costs at 
$100,000. Funding re
quired over five years 
would total $25 million.

Construction of this or 
any other similar facili
ty at UBC would require 
an additional $1.5 million 
for underground services 
and roads.

M A N  A C C U S E D  O F  M U R D E R

Bob Little and Brenda Dixon of the environment ministry fish and 
wildlife branch measure the 2.5-metre, 136-kilogram sturgeon 
caught in the Fraser River last year. The huge bottom fish that has 

S t u r g e o n  been kept in a walk-in freezer is scheduled to be stuffed so it can be 
viewed at room temperature rather than in the freezer where one 
has to W e a r  winter clothes. Citizen photo by Ric Ernst

N O  P O S T A L  C O D E

Some local m ail 'taxed'
by BOB ROWIANDS 

Staff reporter
Some Prince George residents receiving busi

ness mail this week had to pay an extra fee to get 
their mail.

Companies had sent them letters without the 
postal code.

The post office doesn’t like that so it charged 
people receiving letters an additional 14 cents.

That’s a new regulation that came into effect 
Jan. 15, says George Shepherd, retail and deliv
ery manager for the Canada Post Corporation in 
Prince George.

The post office calls it a tax. Most people would 
call it a nuisance.

Shepherd said the Canada Post Corporation 
tried contacting all businesses about the new reg
ulation but the volume has been so great the post 
office has simply been adding the tax.

But shortly after the regulation came into 
effect, the Crown corporation decided there would 
be a period of grace.

Businesses can now send mail without postal 
codes until April 1, but the Prince George office 
wasn't told about this until 1:15 p.m. Wednesday, 
Shepherd said.

He’s not sure when the corporation had its 
change of heart.

Meanwhile, the post office would like compa
nies to get into the habit of using the postal coaes 
on their metered mail.

After all, we’ve had postal codes for 10 years 
now.

All first-class standard metered mail costs 30 
cents for the first 30 grams, he said.

Letters mailed without the postal code are con

sidered to be non-standard, he said. These letters 
cost 37 cents for the first 30 grams.

If  a “ non-standard”  letter is mailed with a 30- 
cent meter label, “ it will be taxed double the defi
ciency,”  he said.

That means a person has to pay to get a letter 
— after April 1, or if he was unlucky enough to 
get a business letter between Monday and 
Wednesday this week.

The key phrases here are metered and permit 
mail, he said. Mail that has been put through a 
meter is considered business mail even if sent 
from a private house. Business mail with stamps 
isn’t affected by the rule.

Metered mail in this country receives priority, 
Shepherd said.

The Dost office believes all mail that gets pref
erential treatment should have postal codes so it 
can be sorted by machines anywhere in Canada, 
he said.

Companies that decide to throw their meters 
away rather than use the postal code can expect 
mail to be sorted manually, Shepherd said.

That means letters will take longer to reach 
their destination.

The post office’s short-lived new tax, which is 
in limbo for now, will be changing on Feb. 15, he 
said.

On that date, the cost of sending a standard 
business letter through the mail will increase 
from 30 cents to 32 cents for the first 30 grams.

But business letters mailed without the postal 
code will still cost 37 cents, he said.

If a “ non-standard”  letter is mailed with a 32- 
cent meter label, it will be taxed.

But the person who wants the letter will have to 
pay 10 cents rather than 14, Shepherd said.

B E T T E R  T V  S I G N A L  S O U G H T

Hixon wants to be in the picture
The Hixon Community Association has 

been trying to get better television recep
tion for the community for the past five 
years, but feels it has been getting a bu
reaucratic run-around.

“ Everyone says everyone else is re
sponsible,”  association president Mary 
McMurtry said, adding she has been 
unable to determine responsibility to pro
vide good service.

In a letter to the Canadian Radio-Tele
vision and Telecommunications Commis
sion, McMurtry said she believes more 
video tape recorders are being used in 
the village than any other settlement its 
size.

“ This is not brought on by affluence, 
but by necessity due to lack of proper 
TV signals.”

The village, about 75 kilometres south 
of Prince George, is in a small valley 
and broadcast signals miss many TV 
sets as a result. McMurtry said. Some 
people who live at the top of the hills can 
receive both CKPG and BCTV, but re
ception in the “ bowl” area is spotty.

People can receive a picture but no 
sound, or vice-versa, McMurtry said.

Some residents don’t get any television 
at all, but their next-door neighbors do.

The Association filed an intervention 
against CKPG at the station’s licence re
newal hearings in Fort St. John last 
week, asking the CRTC to force the sta
tion to improve its service as a condition 
of renewing the licence.

But Lome McCuish, who represents 
the area in the House of Commons, said 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
is responsible for providing a quality sig
nal but has failed to do so.

McCuish suggested the people form a 
television society and use a satellite dish 
for better reception. But McMurtry re
plies a society has existed for many 
years.

Residents also tried installing a satel
lite dish at their own expense, but it 
didn’t work, she said.

A portable unit worked well, but when 
they put a satellite dish on a hill, there 
was interference from two-way radios 
and the B.C. Tel microwave system, she 
said. One spot near the village would be 
suitable, but there isn’t any power and 
installing new utility poles would cost 
about $30,000.

After that experience, “ people said 
they wouldn't put in a cent into another 
system unless they have proof it will 
work."

Gordon Leighton, general manager of 
CKPG, said in a letter that television 
service in Hixon isn’t up to par and he 
asked the CBC if the community could 
receive special assistance from the net
work.

For its part, the CBC believes Hixon is 
CKPG’s responsibility because the com
pany already has rebroadcast facilities 
there, said Ian Ritchie, director of sta
tion relations for the corporation in Otta
wa. The CBC launched a program in the 
mid-70s called the Accelerated Coverage 
Plan to improve radio and television 
service to communities with 500 people 
or more.

Leighton asked about getting this for 
Hixon, but the Crown corporation told 
him there weren’t enough people.

The community is unincorporated and 
precise population figures aren’t avail-

Memory went 'blank'
by B IL L  McEACHERN 

Staff reporter
“ Everything just went 

blank,”  a man accused 
in the death of his com
mon-law wife testified at 
a B.C. Supreme Court 
trial here Wednesday.

With those words to 
Justice C. Lander, Fre
derick Wayne Rankin, 
charged with the second- 
degree murder of Ita 
Elkins, gave his testimo
ny describing a day that 
began normally enough, 
according to the 37-year- 
old Williams Lake man.

Elkins died in Kam
loops hospital, seven 
days after she was found 
unconscious in the park
ing lot of a Williams 
Lake hotel by two 
RCMP constables at 8:15 
p.m. June 12.

Witnesses placed Ran
kin at the scene.

Massive brain damage 
forced doctors to turn off 
the native woman’s res-
Eirator and pronounce 
er dead June 19.
Rankin told the 12- 

member jury he doesn’t 
remember anything af
ter a few hours of drink
ing in a bar the after
noon of June 12 to high
light the tria l’s eighth 
day of evidence.

Asked by defence 
counsel Griffin  Layne 
what he did June 12, 
Rankin told the court he 
got up early and went to 
town at about noon with 
Elkins.

After walking around 
for “ a while”  Rankin 
testified he and Elkins, 
36, went to drink beer at 
the Lakeview Hotel bar.

By mid-afternoon Ran
kin said he had become 
so drunk he didn’t recall 
leaving the bar around 5 
p.m. with friends.

“ I woke up the next 
morning in the drunk 
tank in the ja il.”

It wasn’t until RCMP 
let out other drunks and 
not him that Rankin said 
he knew something was 
wrong.

“ I thought I was just 
in for drunk.”

But a RCMP member 
told him he was charged 
with the assault causing 
bodily harm of his com- 
mon-law wife.

“ I asked why — what 
happened and he told me 
he couldn’t tell me what 
happened.”

It was the crucial 60 
minutes from the time 
friends left the couple’s 
home at about 5:30 or 6 
p.m. June 12 after driv
ing them home from the 
bar and the time Elkins 
was found unconscious 
that Crown counsel Al 
Bate asked Rankin 
about under cross exam
ination.

But Rankin testified 
he could not recall any
thing.

Had he ever previous 
to June 12 suffered from

blackouts, Bate asked 
Rankin.

The accused replied he 
had — up to 12 hours — 
but no one had ever re-
f»orted him being vio- 
ent.

He said he and Elkins 
had not been fighting on 
June 12 and he did not 
know why she turned up 
at a neighbor’s home 
with two suitcases — 
barely 70 minutes before 
being found unconscious.

Witnesses in the trial 
have testified Rankin

was beating Elkins in 
the parking lot while 
others have testified it 
appeared as if  he was 
trying to lift the woman 
to her feet while slap
ping her face on the eve
ning of June 12.

Lavne is scheduled to 
end his defence case to
day after calling a Van
couver neuropathologist 
to give evidencefie.

The trial is the first of 
three in this sitting of 
the B.C. Supreme Court 
in Prince George,

C O Q U IT L A M  K IL L IN G S

Blackman re m a n d e d
PORT COQUITLAM, 

B.C. (CP) — Bruce 
Blackman, looking pale 
and drawn, slowly shook 
his head to friends in a 
packed courtroom  
Wednesday as he faced 
charges in the slaying of 
six members of his fami
ly-

Dressed in a red, plaid 
shirt and blue jeans, the 
22-year-old man later 
slumped, his head 
bowed, as evidence of 
the killings was present
ed by Crown counsel Pe
dro De Couto and Dr. 
Gary Hayes.

Blackman is charged 
with first^iegree murder 
in the death of his fa
ther, mother, two sis-

Man faces 
gun charge

Prince George RCMP 
arrested a 22-year-old 
male Wednesday eve
ning after one shot was 
fired from a residence 
with no injuries report
ed.

RCMP say the man, 
who has not been identi
fied, was charged with 
dangerous use of a fire
arm and released.

RCMP acted from a 
complaint that a shot 
was heard in the Kil- 
loren Crescent area 
around 7 p.m. and 
arrested the city man af
ter investigating.

There was no struggle, 
said RCMP.

ters, brother and broth
er-in-law in the Black
mans’ suburban Coquit
lam home early Tues
day.

Dead are Blackman’s 
father Richard, 50, his 
mother Irene, 49, broth
er Rick, 16, sisters Kar
en Rhodes, 25 and 
Roberta Davies, 28, and 
brother-in-law John Da
vies, 39.

Their blood-splattered 
bodies were found Tues
day throughout the fami
ly ’s comfortable home in 
this Vancouver suburb.

Judge Kim Husband 
ordered a ban on publi
cation of the evidence 
and remanded Black
man until Feb. 16 for 
psychiatric examination.

Husband refused a 
motion by duty defence 
counsel Phillip Pelzman 
to have the courtroom 
cleared.

Pelzman claimed that

the evidence presented 
by De Couto and Hayes 
“ may be prejudicial to 
the accused.” Pelzman 
said Blackman “ doesn’t 
want the press in the 
courtroom."

But Husband said he 
believed the courts 
should be held in public 
wherever possible and 
said he wasn’t satisfied 
justice would be served 
by clearing the court
room.
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Was Your Home Built Before 1971?

uP to $500
Federal Government Insulating Grant Available 

CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE

C o m f o r t  I n s u l a t i o n
c o £ etc 562-6200 1 * 1  C H IP

WANTED - 20 people 
TO LOSE WEIGHT IM HAKE NONET

Contact Ron Ferguson, 
Distributor of Herbalife 

Products 
Fri. and Sat. at the 

Sandman Inn 
Phone 563-8131 

10 a.m . to 10 p.m. Room 256

HART
D R U G M A R T

January 20. 21. 22. 23 
SALE ENDS SUNDAY

able, but a Statistics Canada spokesman 
said 563 people lived in the area in 1981. 
The regional district estimates the popu
lation at 600.

With that many people, the community 
would have qualified, but ACP is ending 
and the Crown corporation is suffering 
from budget cutbacks. Even if the com
munity was entitled to assistance, it 
would take about two years before any 
upgrading could be done by the network, 
Leighton said.

Brian Bethel, chief engineer at CKPG, 
said the station has tried to improve 
service and has worked with the commu
nity association, “ but I ’m not sure if a 
station this size can do every thing on its 
own.

In the past, signals from Tabor Moun
tain were received by a rebroadcaster in 
Hixon and sent to residents on Channel 
10. People outside the village had good 
reception, but those in the village did 
not.

He said the station switched its trans
mitter to Pilot Mountain northwest of 
Prince George in the fall of 1980 and sig
nals were sent to a rebroadcaster on the 
west side of the village and to residents 
on Channel 5.

People outside the village who had 
good reception before lost it, so the sta
tion reactivated the old rebroadcaster, 
he said.

With two rebroadcasters, residents are 
being served better than they were be
fore, he said. But they have power-line 
noise, reception is “ difficult," most peo
ple have just one channel and they’re 
dissatisfied with the lack of choice.

th e

F R I D A Y  IS

CHIN ESE
N IG H T
SWEET AND SOUR 
PINEAPPLE PORK

CHOW  MEIN I BEAN SPROUTS

HAM AND CHICKEN 
FRIED RICE 3.50

We have many other tempting 
Chinese dishes, plus a full „ 
selection of Canadian 
cuisine, a ll priced to 
please your family's 
shopping budget 
S e r v e d  f r o m  4 :3 0  
t o  7 :3 0  p . m .  a t  
a l l  B a y  B u f fe ts .

T'uteon's l l iy  ifompjni! 

Support The 
CKPG SHRINER  
TELETHON  
Jan. 22 & 23

Silver, Gold, Red, Black 
1 year guarantee 
Reg. $19.95 
SALE.

MEN’S ft LADIES'
WATCHES

LCD Quartz 
5 function 
1 year guarantee 
Reg. $19.95 SALE,

$095
S A L E  IT E M S  W H IL E  Q U A N T IT IE S  LA S T .

L

TWOT.OCATIONS 
HART CENTRE DOWNTOWN /

MALL v .
962-9666 564»7l4JV'<t
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