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Better belt up!
C ity  R C M P  are out in force inspecting  veh ic les  and  check ing  for sea tbe lt use as part o f 

the “ 80 P e r  Cent C lic k ”  c a m p a ig n . H undreds  o f veh ic les  have been checked for safe ty  

features and dozens o f d r ive rs  h ave  been fined fo r not w ear ing  sa fe ty  belts. F r id a y  and

S a tu rd ay  an  ICBC-sponsored sea tbe lt su rvey  w ill take  p lace  in P r in ce  G eo rge  and  

throughou t the  p rov ince  as o ff ic ia ls  hope to reach  the 80-per-cent level in sea tbe lt use.

Citizen photo  by K ic  E rn s t

'D I S C O U N T '  A M O U N T  A D D E D ,  T O O

W a t e r ,  s e w e r  r a t e s  h i k e d
A five-per-cent water and sewer 

rate increase, effective on the July 1 

billing, was approved by city council 

Monday over the objections of two 

aldermen.

The objections were not on the 

rate hike itself but arose over the 

method in which the city will give a 

discount to people who pay their wa

ter and sewer bills on time.

People who pay their bills on time 

will be given a 10-per-cent • d is

count' but the utility bills will be in

creased by 11.1 per cent so the city 

w inds  up c o lle c t in g  the sam e  

aniouht of revenue.

The 11 1-per-cent mark-up comes 

on top of the five-per-cent user rate 

increase. People who pay their utili

ty bills late will lose the “discount’' 

and presumably will pay 11.1 per 

cent more.

A ld e rm a n  B r ia n  B ro w n rid g e  

ob jected  to the discount on the 

grounds it is “ false economy” to of-

c o u n c  i  I

fer a discount after first raising the 

price to cover it. while Alderman 

George McKnight said it amounts to 

giving something to “ the wealthy" 

that people who can't afford to pay 

their bills on time won't get.

But Alderman Art Stauble said all 

that has been changed is wording 

contained in the utility rate bylaw. 

Instead of setting a penalty for late 

payment the city is accomplishing 

the same thing by offering a dis

count for those who pay their bills 

on time.

According to Stauble provincial 

le g is la t io n  has re ce n tly  been 

changed to give municipalities the 

power to offer a discount rather 

than a penalty on utility bills. This 

is the route the Ministry of Munici-

Don't nab jaywalkers, 
city fathers tell police

Jaywalkers — bane of the down

town motorist — won't have to wor

ry about a planned crackdown by 

city KCMP this summer.

By an 9-2, vote council approved a 

motion Monday to ask police to lay 

o ff p inching  errant pedestrians 

wending their way through traffic on 

downtown streets.

In his monthly report to council, 

RCM P Superintendant A.M. Clark 

mentioned that foot patrols would fo

cus on jaywalking offences as sum 

mer weather increases pedestrian 

traffic.

But A lderman Art Stauble told 

council he felt this was a wrong 

move People jaywalk because traf

fic signals allow pedestrians only 10 

seconds in which to cross streets, he 

said.

He suggested the light sequence 

be altered to give them more time 

to cross and asked for an engineer

ing report on the feasibility of m id

block crosswalks on Third Avenue 

and George Street

City engineer Ernie Obst said due 

to angle parking on both streets 

about eight parking stalls in each 

block would be lost if mid block 

crosswalks were installed.

Mayor Rimer Mercier said he felt 

pedestrians should be able to walk 

anywhere they want on Third Ave

nue and that letting them wander 

around among the cars was prefera

ble to the crosswalks, which he said 

would only cause traffic snarls be

tween lights.

Alderman George McKnight said 

jaywalking isn't a serious problem 

and that one of the more unique fea

tures of Prince George to out-of-

towners is that pedestrians do jayw 

alk on Third Avenue.

M cK n igh t. w ith support from  

Alderman Hans Taal moved that no 

traffic changes be made and that po

lice be asked not to concentrate on 

jaywalkers.

The m otion  passed w ith on ly  

Aldermen Richard Godfrey and Ed 

Bodner opposed.

BABE RUTH DINNER

pal Affairs wants municipalities to 

follow.

The rate increase and discount 

were recommended in a report to 

council from the city’s finance and 

audit committee, which reviewed 

water and sewer rates with an eye 

to maintaining such services in a 

self-liquidating state.

Water and sewer accounts in the 

various specified areas of the city 

have run up deficits and utility rates 

will have to be raised from eight to

10 per cent annually over the next 

five years to recover existing losses 

and provide marginal surpluses for 

working capital, the committee con

cluded.

C om m ittee  m em ber A lderm an 

Alan Greenwell defended the "d is

coun t” say ing  i t ’s considered a 

sound method to ensure the city 

maintains a proper cash flow. Sim i

lar systems are being used effective

ly in other municipalities, he added.

Effective Ju ly  1 annual sewer 

rates will rise to $111.51 from $106.20 

and water rates will rise to $95 13 

from $90.60. The figures do not in

clude the increase to cover the dis

count. nor parcel tax rates that ap

ply to utility bills in Nechako. Black

burn and parts of the Southwest sec

tor.

In endorsing the finance com m it

tee report, council also approved a 

system of billing metered utility 

accounts every other month, rather 

than monthly. A three-per-cent dis

count for early payment of metered 

accounts will be offered along the 

lines of the discount for residential 

customers.

Rental fee waived
Nine of 11 council members went 

to bat for the Babe Ruth Baseball 

League on its request Monday to 

have the $635 rental fee waived for 

an awards night at the Civic Centre 

on June 25.

Council rejected a motion by 

A lderman Richard Godfrey, second

ed by Alderman Jack Sieb. to turn 

the request down on the grounds 

that council has been too generous 

offering free facilities to sports 

groups.

Godfrey said that too often council 

“ makes a mockery”  of its civic 

properties and recreation commis

sion by overturning commission re

commendations wJien they come to 

council for ratification.

It was not certain whether the 

c o m m is s io n  had  rev iew ed  the 

league’s request before it came to 

council’s attention this week, but 

Godfrey cited a s im ila r request 

from a sports group that was ap

proved by council earlier this year 

over an objection from the commis

sion

League president Ted Erickson

said the request was made bccause 

the league had spent almost $12,000 

on its ball field in Carrie Jane Gray 

Park, site of a provincial Babe Ruth 

championship slated for later this 

year, and is strapped for funds.

The le ag u e  w an ted  the  rent 

waived so it can raise enough money 

from the awards night, which will 

feature a dinner and dance, to buy 

new uniforms for its All-Star team.

Erickson said hockey and football 

leagues have been given rent con

cessions in the past for awards 

nights, but to his knowledge an aw

ards night for baseball has never 

been held in the city.

He said the league has never ask

ed for concessions before and that if 

one were granted this year the 

league would not likely return for 

handouts in the future.

The motion was rejected with only 

Godfrey and Sieb voting in favor.

A motion by Aldermen George 

McKnight and Hans Taal to grant 

the request was approved with God

frey and Sieb opposed.

N o r t h e r n
p r o b le m s

t a c k le d
C itizen  news services

VICTORIA — The provincial New 
Democratic Party will hold a confer

ence on northern development this 

weekend in Prince George, N DP 
house leader Frank Howard said 
Monday.

Howard said the conference will 

deal with forestry, single-industry 
towns, unemployment and resource 

projects. He said it will be an excel
lent opportunity to map out a Strate

gy for dealing with problems in the 
north.

Attending the conference will be 
Howard, NDP members of the legis

lature Graham  Lea and Al Passarell 
and national NDP leader Ed Broad- 

bent and the member of Parliament 
for Skeena, J im  Fulton.

Broadbent will address the confer
ence on north-south issues as they 

relate to Canada and the U.S.

Sprinkling 
restrictions 
imminent

With three days of abnorm ally 

hot, dry weather behind us and 

more of the same in sight, can sum 

mer sprinkling restrictions be far 

away.’

Water restrictions are imminent, 

according to city engineer Ern ie  

Obst, who was asked for his assess

ment of the water picture at Mon

day ’s council meeting.

Residents of Western Acres, on 

Highway 16 West, should get a hand- 

delivered notice of sprinkling rest

rictions today.

"N o  sprinkling" between 8 a .m  

and 5 p.m. is what it w ill say.

But the rest’ of us aren ’t far be

hind.

According to Obst the city will 

publish a general notice of sprin 

kling restrictions covering the ba l

ance of the city sometime this week.

As in past years, homes with odd- 

num bered street addresses can  

sprinkle lawns and gardens on odd 

days of the month and even-num

bered addresses sprinkle on even 

days.

However, sprinkling is not perm it

ted at any time between noon and 5 

p.m .

City reservoirs were able to keep 

up with demand during the weekend 

but started losing ground Monday. 

The Western Acres water system 

was singled out because it has been 

more heavily taxed bv the current 

hot spell than other water systems 

in the city, Obst explained

He went on to say that a problem 

with rusty discoloration in water 

supplied to the Bowl has been re

solved by Hushing the mains and 

that this will probably have to be 

done twice a year.

Homeowners can help themselves 

by draining their hot water tanks to 

remove any rust build-up, Obst ad 

ded.

V i c t o r i a  c a n c e l s  

I s l e  P i e r r e  f e r r y

F U R N A C E  R U N S  A M O K

by B ll.I. .McEACHERN 
Staff reporter 

Angry Reid Lake re

sidents have fired off a 
te legram  of protest to 

Highways Minister Alex 

Fraser in the wake of 

the m in istry ’s decision 
to cancel operation of 

the Isle Pierre Ferry.
The decision m arks 

the end of the ferry’s co
lorful history — dating 

back to 1922 when serv

ice began 

The ferry —  a peren
nial thorn in the side of 
the ministry — has been 

cancelled for restraint 

reasons, says regional 

manager Seymer Young.
He said the decision 

was made by Fraser af

te r  assess ing  the re 
g ion 's  econom ic s itua 

tion.
A copy of the telegram 

was sent to Education 

M inister Jack  Heinrich, 
P r in c e  G eorge-N orth  

M LA .

Young added in an in
terview today his depart

ment assessed the fer
ry ’s cost and other re
g io n a l h ighw ays p ro 

gram s and that was the 

one the minister decided 
to axe.

But area residents are 
not lying down dead 

T hey  m a in t a in  the  

service is necessary for 

regional farm ing  opera
tions because it shortens 

trave lling  d is tance  to 

Vanderhoof supply de
pots.

In  the te legram , re

sidents of R e id  Lake, 
Nukko Lake, Ness Lake, 

Ch ie f Lake and Hoodoo 
Lake demand the serv

ice be restored because 

thi* “ 70-mile alternate 

ro u te  th rough  P rince  
George is not economi

ca Hy fe a s ib le ,”  sa id  
g ro up  spokesm an Les 

Brown.

The ferry crossing on 

the Nechako River, 50 
kilometres northwest of 

the city, has been servic

ing  area farm ers and 

loggers for more than 60 

years 
Although normal ferry 

operations resum ed m 
May last year, the ferry 
was the centre of con

troversy in 1981 and it 
w asn’t until several tele

gram s and meetings that 
the m in is try  resum ed 
service.

HOME OWNERS
Before you  paint 

or redecorate this 

spring, s e e  our Ad 

in  c la ss ifie d  No. 

6 0 .

A N V I L  CUMIUCIIM,

Brown said residents 

have been approaching 

the  d e p a r tm e n t  fo r  
weeks this spring and 
were told either the wa

ter was too low or the 
cost of operation was too 
high.

"W e got the complete 

runaround," he said.

Les Broddy, highways 

regional chief engineer, 
said the cost of running 

the ferry, which had a $5 

crossing  fee, is e s t i

mated at $35,000 annua l

ly-

But he e m ph a s ize s  

th a t  d o e s n ’ t in c lu d e  

m a in ta in a n ce  cost or 
other factors in normal 

operation.

That could run much 

higher, he said 

He says in tough times 

the farmers will have to 

take a little more time 

and take the city route 
to V a n d e rh o o f — an 

add itio na l d is tance of 

about 70 kilometres.

“ There is good, a lter

nate road access around 
the route." says Broddy.

W hen the  F o o th ills  

Bridge is completed lat
er this summer it should 

h e lp  fa rm e r s  " s k i r t  
around Prince George,” 

for a mor lirect route, 
he added.

“ As far as we’re con
cerned — ferry service 

is closed," said Young 
today.

Municipal officers 
hold meeting here

More than 340 de le 

gates and guests w ill 

attend the 44th Annual 

Conference of the M unic

ipal Officers' Association 

of B.C. at the Inn of the 

North on Wednesday and 

Thursday.

The th e m e  o f th is  

y e a r ’s con fe rence  is 

"The World Around Us".

The conference gets 

under way at 9 a .m . 

Wednesday with opening 

r e m a r k s  by P r in c e  

George M ayor E lm e r  

Mercier, followed by a 

report from association 

president Dave Morris ol 

the Regional District of 

Coldstream

Dr. Peter C am pbell, 

vice-president and direc

tor of Wood Gundy L im 

ited, Toronto will speak 

to delegates at 9 30 a m. 

followed by an address 

by Dr. David Cawood 

entitled "M anag ing  In 

novation: Terrorism and 

Trust” .

After lunch delegates 

will to attend workshop 

sessions on projierty tax

ation and variable m ill 

rates; environmental de

sign and public b u ild 

ings, and municipal elec

tions — pitfalls and solu

tions to current p rac 

tices.

At 3 45 p .m . a panel 

d is c u s s io n  has been  

arranged with Ministry 

of Municipal Affairs offi

cials on current and fu

ture issues.

Deputy finance .m in is 

ter Larry Bell and Dr. 

Rod Dobell, director of 

the school o f, public ad 

m in i s t r a t i o n  a t th e  

University o f V ic toria 

w ill address delegates at 

8 30 a.m . Thursday on 

various aspects of pro

vincial and federal bud

gets. fo llowed by the 

election of a new execu

tive.

At 10.30 a .m  delegates 

again split for workshop 

sessions.

At 4 p.m. former M u

nicipal Affairs Minister 

Jack  Heinrich is slated 

to address delegates.
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CORRECTION
The Bay wishes to in
form its customers of 
an error in our Cele
b ra t io n  m a g a z in e , 
appearing in today's 
paper The Paderno 
cookware set, on page
11, is regularly priced 
at $219 98 C onse
quently, the saving is 
$20, and not $30 as 
stated in the headline. 
The Bay would like to 
apologize to its cus
tomers for any incon
ven ience th is  e rro r 
may have caused

H e a t  f o r c e s  L a k e w o o d  s c h o o l  h o l i d a y
by M IA STARK 

S ta ff reporter

If you can’t stand the 
heat get out of the class

room

T hat was the  best 
remedy Monday lor stu 

d e n t s a n d s t a 11 o f 

Lakewood Senior Sec
ondary School when they 

discovered a m alfunc

tion in the furnace had 

caused temperatures in 

the  b u ild in g  to soa r  
above 35 degrees Cel
sius

B u s in e s s  M a n a g e r  

Joan  B izick i said the 

heat was "just pumping 

out of the furnace" when 

she a r r iv e d  M onday  

morning. School board 

m aintenance personnel 
were called in and found 

that the furnace com 
pressor had shut off, 

affecting  the thermos

tats
As such, the system 

did not realize li was 

p r o d u c in g  too  m u ch  
neat, said Bizicki.

Barefooted Joan B iz ick i, accompanied by colleagues Jim Sparks and M a rily n  Shelest, conducts 
business as usual on the pavement outside Lakewood Secondary. c itizen  photo b y  R ic  K rnst

Students were advised 
to w a it u n til 10 a .m . 

while windows and doors 
were kept open in an 
effort to cool classrooms 

to a bearable level.

But with outdoor trm- 

peratures a t record le

vels, indoor thermomet

ers showed no sign nf re

lief and students finally 

were given the go ahead 

by District Superintend

ent of Schools John Ste

vens to leave for the 
day.

Staff members, howev

er. did not get the same 

privilege.
They spent the day  

trying to beat the heat 
at desks set up near 

doorw ays and  outs ide  
the building

B izicki sa id  she has 
bet'll working al Lakew

ood for eight years and 
has not seen the school 

shut down for any rea

son

All systems should be 

back to normal today

NEW DEMOCRATS NORTH
I n v i t e s  t h e  G e n e r a l  P u b l i c  t o  i t s  

C o n f e r e n c e  o n  N o r t h e r n  D e v e l o p m e n t

“Northern Development—An Option On The Future”

S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  4 ,  1 9 8 3  

9 a.m . to 5 p .m . —  H oliday Inn

The conference will feature panels on Forestry, 
Employmenl and the future of the north

Lunch and information kits will be available

Ed Broadbent w ill speak on the Internationa l 
aspect of no rth /sou th  d ispa rity  at 3:30 p.m.

★ ★ ★

Call the NDP Office at 562-1155 for more information
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