
R O M A N C E  N O V E L S

Publishers vie 
for hot market

M O N T R E A L  (C P ) — R om ance novels have be­
come a  s izzling  success in the book publishing in ­
dustry.

M a jo r  publishing houses in Canada and the  
United States, w hich together have an estim ated  
22 m illio n  rea d ers  o f rom ance, have jum ped into  
a rap id ly  expanding  m a rke t which w as o rig inally  
dom inated by a  handful o f firm s .

Last y e a r , rom ance fic tion — now the fastest- 
growing segm ent o f N orth  A m e rica ’s gigantic  
paperback book industry —  accounted for 40 per 
cent o f p a p erb ac k  sales. B idding for these novels 
can get hot in  high-stakes auctions w here prices  
for m a jo r  “ b lockbuster” novels can c lim b into  
the m u ltim illio n -d o lla r  range.

M a in s tre a m  ro m a n tic  novels h a v e  becom e  
more e ro tic a lly  exp lic it and the lines o f specia­
lized ro m a n tic  fiction now have sub-lines o f no­
vels w h ic h  c o n ta in  a b it  m o re  “ s p ic e ”  o r  
"s te a m .”

By the end o f th is year, th e re  m ay be as m any  
as 17 new  lines on the m a rk e t, w ith such nam es  
as Looking fo r M r . R ight, fro m  Avon Books; In t i ­
m ate M o m en ts , fro m  Silhouette; and Ecstasy Su­
prem e, fro m  D e ll.

This is up fro m  basically one line, H arlequ in  
R om ance, w hich for the past 30-odd years has 
spun m illions  o f variations on the chaste heroine- 
Greek m illio n a ire  them e. E arn ings fo r Toronto- 
based H a rle q u in  Enterprises L td ., contro lled by  
T o rs ta r, to ta lled  $265 m illion  in  1980 alone.

Four ye ars  ago, H arlequ in  ruled the w orld o f 
rom ance, holding 80 per cent o f the m a rke t. F o u r  
years ago is also when the f ir m ’s m anagem ent 
made the co ntrovers ial decision to do its own dis­
tr ib u tin g  and dropped its  d is trib u to r, Pocket 
Books.

Pocket Books then turned around and launched  
its own rom ance line, Silhouette, and effortlessly  
cornered 30 per cent o f the lucrative  m a rk e t, 
leaving H arle q u in  w ith  50 per cent.

P r o f i l e  o f  a  r e a d e r
R esearchers fo r H arlequ in  have com piled this 

prototype re a d e r: She’s betw een 25 and 45 years  
of age, has com pleted secondary school, w orks  
outside the hom e and is m a rrie d .

She is not the sam e w om an who watches the 
afternoon soap operas on television. N or is she 
the w om an who reads Judith K ra n tz ’s “ ju ic y "  no­
vels.

The soaps and Judith K ra n tz  books are con­
sidered dow ners, featuring ad u ltery , incest and 
all sorts o f behav io r that w ould not be to lerated  
on the p ris tin e , fan tasy-filled  pages o f rom ance  
fiction.

R om ance books are  w ritte n  to fit a form ula . 
The publishing houses even send instructions to 
new or w ould-be w riters , lik e  this one from  S il­
houette describ ing  the hero fo r its Special E d ition  
line:

‘‘The hero , o lder than the heroine, is a d y n am ­
ic, v ir i le , su prem ely  m asculine m an , one any  
woman could im ag in e  herself falling in  love w ith . 
Though he is self-confident, he also has a gentler, 
more vu ln era b le  side, and m a y  even ad m it to an 
occasional hum an  weakness. He is never b ru ta l 
or g ratu itously  c ru e l.”

F ro m  an y lite ra ry  point o f  view, rom ance no­
vels a re  p e rfe c tly  dreadful. T h ere  arc  often long, 
tedious trac ts  on m eals, clothes — rig h t down to 
fabric and m a n u fac tu re r — and surroundings.

A fter the au th or has devoted what seems like  
th ree-quarters  o f the book to saying things lik e  
"the e x tra v a g a n t jacquard  fourreau w as an e x c it­
ing lu re  suspended from  supple shoulder by thin  
straps,”  th ere  isn ’t much room  left fo r ch arac ter 
developm ent.

But w ith  new  rom ance novels selling like hot- 
cakes, th e  m a jo r  publishers a re  rushing to c a rve  
out la rg e  chunks o f  the sw elling m arket.

F A N F A N l  P A IN T I N G

S p a c e  t h e m e  n e x t

R O M E  (A P )  —  Ita lia n  P re m ie r  A m in to re  F a n - 
fani, a ta len ted  am ate u r p a in te r, view ed the U .S. 
space sh uttle  prototype E n te rp rise  last week and 
promised th a t his next a rtw o rk  w ill have a space 
theme.

The 75-year-o ld  prem ier inspected the E n te r­
prise a t C iam p in o  A irport in Hom e, m inutes a fte r  
returning from  the United States.

F a n fan i boarded the specia lly  equipped Boeing 
747 th a t c a rrie s  the E n te rp rise , chatted w ith the 
crew and was presented w ith  a large photo o f the 
spaceship. It  la te r  left R om e for P a ris  en route  
back to the U.S.

Fan fan i disclosed that U .S . President Ronald  
Reagan had asked that an Ita lia n  astronaut take- 
part in a space shuttle mission.

'
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R o g e r M o s le y  sees h is  c h a ra c te r  as th e  one fr ie n d  M a g n u m  c a n  count on .

You can count 
— Magnum's s

by J E R R Y  B U C K
LOS A N G E L E S  (A P )  

—  On m ost te le v is io n  
sh o w s th e  s id e k ic k ’ s 
m a in  function is to get 
into trouble so the hero  
can bail h im  out. Not so 
on C B S’ M agnum , P .l .

T h o m a s  M a g n u m ,  
played by Tom  Selleck, 
can m anage to get into  
tro u b le  a ll by h im s e lf, 
t h a n k  y o u . So, w h o  
comes to his aid? O ften  
as not i t ’s his close bud­
dy T .C ., p layed by R og­
e r Mosley.

T .C .,  M a g n u m ’s fo r ­
m e r V ie tn am  colleague  
who owns a h e lico p ter  
c o m p a n y ,  h a s  s p e n t  
m any an episode saving  
M a g n u m ’s bacon. F r e ­
quently, he has the help  
o f R ick (L a r ry  M a n e tti)  
or Higgins (John H ille r -  
m a n ) .  B u t none is a 
p u s h o v e r  a n d  r a r e l y  
com e to his aid w ithout 
a hum orous squabble.

“ T h e y 're  just fr ien d s ,”  
says M osley. "A nybody  
who has friends w ill un ­
derstand these c h a ra c t­
e r s .  T h e y  g iv e  t r u e  
m e a n in g  to  th e  w o rd  
fr ie n d s h ip . E v e ry o n e 's  
got that one person you 
can ask for a favor. H e  
m ight fuss about it, but

he’s going to do it be­
cause he’s your fr ie n d .”

M a g n u m  is the f irs t  
series for M osley, who 
has been in such m ovies 
as T h e  New  Centurions, 
T h e  G r e a t e s t ,  S e m i-  
T o u g h , and L e a d b e lly , 
and such T V  presenta­
tions as Roots: The N ex t 
G enerations , T h e  J e r i­
cho M ile  and A ttica .

M osley is ad am a n t in 
his b e lie f that M agnum , 
P . l .  is not a o ne -m an  
show.

" T h is  is the show for 
T o m  th a t w o rk s ,”  he 
s a y s . ‘ ‘ I t ’ s th e  s te a k  
w ith  th e  t r im m in g s .  
T o m ’s the m a in  course, 
but we helped m ake it 
w ork. I got into an a rg u ­
m e n t w ith  one o f the  
producers who said a ll 
th e  show needed  w as  
T o m . 1 s a id  I d id n ’ t 
ag re e  w ith  th a t and I 
w o u ld n ’ t w o rk  u n d e r  
those conditions. I have  
to feel that I ’m  necessa­
ry to the show.

M o s le y  s a y s  he is 
g rate fu l that Selleck has 
never tried  to c la im  a ll 
the cred it fo r the show’s 
success. “ W e give Tom  
a ll the support we ca n .”

M osley, who has five  
ch ild ren , devotes m uch

on me, 
idekick
o f his t im e  to w orking  
w ith  young people.

“ I  lik e  w ork ing  w ith  
kids. I t  keeps your m ind  
a le rt. I t ’s a  place w here  
you can m a k e  a co n tri­
bution. I f  you surround 
yo urse lf w ith  adults they  
tend  to h a v e  opinions 
founded on m any years  
o f bad in fo rm ation . I t ’s 
w on d erfu l to see k id s ’ 
m inds at w o rk , see them  
grasp new ideas .”

N ow  that M agnum  has 
been on th e  a ir  th re e  
years , m an y o f the in d i­
v id u a l ch aracteristics o f 
the cast m em bers have  
been w orked into the sto­
ries .

b r i e f s

Ballet
t r o u p e
warned

W IN N IP E G  (C P )  -  
The Royal W innipeg B a l­
le t ’s move to expand its 
reperto ire  to include fu ll- 
length  classical pieces  
h a s  r a is e d  c o n c e r n  
am ong o ffic ia ls  o f the  
C anada Council.

Council d irector T im o ­
th y  Porteous said la s t 
w eek the troupe m a y  be 
over-extending its e lf by  
tak ing  on such expensive  
p r o je c ts  as th e  f u l l -  
le n g th  b a lle ts  G is e lle  
and Romeo and Ju lie t.

“ W e ’ re  n o t t e l l in g  
them  don’t do i t ,”  P o rte ­
ous said, adding council 
o ffic ia ls  are concerned  
the council m a y  not be 
ab le  to increase gran ts  
to the 25-m em ber co m ­
pany.

P o r te o u s  s a id  a r t s  
g r o u p s  a r e  a b le  to  
expand because o f pub­
lic  dem and and support 
fro m  the p rivate  sector, 
b u t the g ro w th  s o m e ­
tim es is only short-lived.

“ W hen these p e o p le  
get into trouble, th e re ’s 
a sense we get into tro u ­
b le  too — th e y ’re  o u r 
c lien ts .”

H o w e v e r ,  L y n n e  
A xw o rth y , p res iden t o f 
th e  b a l le t ’s b o a rd  o f  
directors, scoffed at the  
suggestion of possible f i­
nancia l d ifficulties.

“ W e have a v e ry  e n v i­
ab le record in this coun­
try  and we are  not de­
veloping beyond our c a ­
p a c ity ,”  said A xw o rth y .

B e t te 's  a d v ic e
LOS A N G L E L E S (C P I  

—  Actress B ette D av is , 
w inner of the 1983 C h a ­
rles Chaplin aw a rd  fo r  
life tim e  achievem ent in 
film s  from  the U n iv e rs i­
ty  o f C aliforn ia at Los 
A ngeles, o ffe re d  so m e  
a d v ic e  to  b u d d in g  
actors: Don’t ta lk  about 
it , do it.

T h e  75-year-o ld  s ta r  
told students: “ You c e r­
ta in ly  don’t go around to 
people asking, ‘Should I 
be an actor?’ You just 
have to become one.”
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A L B E R T A  N A T I V E

Actress' risque ad 

censored at home
E D M O N T O N  (C P ) -  

Sherry  M ille r  is like the 
prophets who aren ’t re ­
cognized in th e ir  own  
land; she is the actress 
who is censored in her 
own province.

M i l l e r ,  th e  s in g e r -  
d a n c e r brough t to n a ­
tional prom inence by a 
Spum ante Bam bino com ­
m e rc ia l four years ago, 
was considered too ris ­
que in her own province.

The 30-second te le v i­
sion advertisem ent fea ­
tures the Ponoka native  
in an elegant w hite gown 
m an-handling her tuxe- 
d o -c lad  p r in c e  as she 
asks this "V a len tin o ” to 
find her “ the vino.”

W ines sales went up 
but the A lb erta  censor 
board shook its head.

“ A lberta  said ‘she can 
sing or she can w ear the 
dress, but she can’t do 
both,’ “  says M ille r , 27.

A lberta  residents w ere  
the only C anadian v iew ­
ers to see an edited ve r­
sion o f the com m ercia l, 
shot from  the neck up. 
The rest o f the country 
enjoyed the fu ll im pact.

A ppearing w ith  Happy  
D ays’ actor Donny Most 
in the Stage West pro­
duction I Love M y W ife, 
M ille r  has been “ sort o f 
h ibernating” a t her p a r­
ents’ home in St. A lbert, 
A lta .

“ Strangely enough i t ’s 
been chaotic”  but noth­
ing near the chaos and 
surprise that surrounded 
th e  B am b in o  v e n tu re , 
she says.

“ I t  was a total shock 
to m e . I w as te r r ib ly  
n e rv o u s , s u re  it  w as  
aw ful. The d irector was 
saying ‘you rea lize that 
w hen this c o m m e rc ia l 
breaks, things w ill hap­
pen for you’ and I was 
th inking i ’ll bet he says 
that to everybody.’ “

M ille r , m a rried  to fo r­
m e r  f ig u re -s k a te r  V a l 
Bezic, plans to take her 
chances in N ew  Y o rk . 
A fte r  y e a rs  o f d in n e r  
th e a t r e  an d  som e 30 
c o m m e r c i a l s ,  s h e

“ dropped everyth ing six 
m onths ago and th a t’s it, 
I ’m  going off to study.” 

The result was a six- 
w eek intensive period of 
“ 11 classes a week and 
l iv in g ,  b re a th in g  a c t ­
in g .”

“ I could just stay in 
Toronto and get involved  
—  just not right now. I ’d 
ra th e r take m y chances 
(in  N ew  Y o rk ) .”

M ille r  says her deci­

sion to try  the U n ited  
States was necessary in 
m anipu lating  the course 
of her career.

“ I ’ve m ade a good l iv ­
in g  fo r th e  past f iv e  
years . . . b u t before de­
ciding on N e w  York, I ’d 
never m ade a decision 
on m y c a r e e r . I t  w as  
just ‘sure I ’ l l  do this or 
th a t’ but i f  you w ant to 
be working a t  65 yo u’ve 
got to start dec id in g .”

T E S T IN G  M A C H IN E S

Q u i r k  p l a y s  h a v o c

BOSTON (A P )  —  M ore than 1,000 au to  emission  
testing machines across the state were fooled into  
th ink ing  it was C hristm as —  or V a le n tin e ’s D ay  
—  in June.

W hen the ca len dar turned a new page last 
W ednesday to June, a quirk in the p ro g ra m m in g  
o f the new m achines made them  shut down, re ­
fusing to recognize the month, said P h il lip  G ia ra - 
m ita , spokesman for H am ilton Test System s.

So 50 out-of-state technicians joined the 20 a l­
ready  in the state in a 36-hour crash e ffo r t  to re ­
program  the m achines for the two m onths they do 
recognize, D ecem ber and Feb ru ary , he said.

B y 8:30 p.m . Thursday, 1,107 of the estim ated  
1,180 machines had undergone the fiv e -m in u te  
procedure and w ere working again, G ia ra m ita  
said.

A lasting solution —  exchanging some com puter 
“ ch ips” — is expected to be accom plished by 
Ju ly  1.

BINGO
Sponsored by

Heritage Meadow Community 
Every Tue. Doors Open at 6:00 pm

1st game 7:30 p.m. aharp - 20 gam **
GOOD CASH PRIZES "LUCKY 7 GAME" 

1500.00 blackout In 51 Nos. or b«a 
Door carda only $2.00. Draw for Door Card Prize

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
C o rn e r  o f 5 th  &  T ab o r

M M O N S  & U P E R  C R U P P E R  O P E C / A L S
SERVED IN Tut 

txn  OPt R ROOM
S P F C IA l C H I lD R fN  S M E N U  

A V A IL  A B l t  S TA R T IN G  A T  2 50

5.95 BAR B QUED RIBS -  ALL YOU CAN EAT!
8.95 SURF N TURF < STEAK & LOBSTER)
8.95 SIX OUNCE FILET STEAK
8.95 EIGHT OUNCE NEW YORK STEAK

B LA C K B U R N  COMM UNITY

B IN G O
B L A C K B U R N  J U N IO R  S E C O N D A R Y  

B la c k b u rn  R o a d

M O N D A Y  7 :30  P.M.
500.00 BLACKOUT ON 51 CALLS 

GOING UP 1 NUMBER EACH WEEK TILL WON

Goood Cash Prizes—20 Games 
E very M onday at 7:30 p .m . 

See You There
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PRINCE G EO R G E •  FOR R E S E R V A T IO N S  P HO NE 562-3181

Prince George Symphony
1983 - 84 Season - S ix G reat Concerts 

Subscribe Now and Save
Two Concerts Free

(Ticket price increase after June 30 th , 1983)

O c t . 1 5 - 1 6
Beethoven’s "Eroica” Symphony 
and works by Brahms and Mozart

D e c . 3 - 4
Handel's Oratorio "Messiah" 
with local singers

F e b . 1 8 -  1 9
Weber’s Concerto in "F‘ 
Haydn's Symphony *31

M a r c h  3 -  4
Music and Overtures by Mozart. Rossini 
Donizetti and Wagner

A p r i l  2 1 - 2 2
Bruch Violin Concerto in 
G Minor

M a y  1 2 -  1 3
A concert of light music with a 
surprise guest artist

A ll Concerts at V anier H all

SUBSCRIPTION TICKET PRICES
Before June 30: Aduiw s*ud«m»/s«mo>i

Row B through P $40 $24
Row Q through Z $38 $22

After June 30:
Row B through P $50 $30
Row Q through Z $48 $28

S U BS C R IP TIO N  FO R M
After June 15, all unrenewed aeata ovalloble to general public.

S tu d e n t /S r .  C ltb e n  S u b s c r ip t io n s  to ,

Phone:___________________________________

S a tu rd a y  E v e n in g  O  S u n d a y  A f te r n o o n  O  

R e n e w a l*  □  N e tt  S u b s c r ip t io n *  □

© The Coast 
Inn or the North

M a i lo: P.G.S.O.. Boa 43. Prfc>ct Georg*. B.C. V2L 4R9 or Phone 562-0«00 

All ticket! muet be picked up from OBce by September 30, 1983


