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as 10 per cent o f the f i
na l m arks , which th em 
selves count as 20 per 
c e n t  o f  t h e  y e a r ’ s 
a c h i e v e m e n t .  T h is  
m eans the governm ent 
test, in this case, counts 
as only two per cent of 
the y e a r ’s m arks.

D is tr ic t schools have  
been given au th ority  to 
hold exam s according to 
th e ir  own schedules.

S tu d e n ts  e n ro lle d  in 
E n g lis h  12, a lg e b ra  12 
a n d  c h e m is try  12 and  
students enrolled in any  
G ra d e  10 m ath  course  
m ust w rite  exam s.

E le m e n ta ry  exam  re 
su lts w ill be used dou
b ly : m arks  at the school 
le v e l w ill be used as a 
reference but a ll sheets 
w ill be sent to a techn i
c a l  a g e n c y  to c o m p y  
w ith  education m in is try  
requ irem ents .

In  the la tte r  case re 
ports w ill be subm itted  
co nfiden tia lly  to the dis
tr ic ts . T h e  governm ent 
w ill use results to m on i
to r  c u rr ic u lu m  im p le 
m entatio n .

E a r l i e r ,  E d u c a t io n  
M in is te r  Jack H e in rich  
w as quoted, “ I t  w ould be 
inh eren tly  un fa ir to have  
(th e  tests) used as part 
o f the passing g ra d e ,’’ 
because some school dis
tr ic ts  a lre ad y  knew  the 
tes ts ’ contents.

F o r  th a t reason the  
m in is tr y  w ith d re w  re 
qu irem en ts for test re 
su lts to be used tow ard  
f in a l  re a s u lts  b u t le ft  
te a c h e rs  the op tio n  of 
using them  as, “ a sm all 
p ercen tag e ,”  o f fin a l re 
sults.

J im  C ald w ell, re tir in g  
president o f the P rin c e  
G eorge  D is tr ic t T e a c h 
e r s ’ A s s o c ia t io n , w as  
non-com m ital about the 
concept.

“ W e a re n ’t tak ing  any

r u S u n c t m m

A i r p o r t
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a w a r d e d
A $287,000 contract for 

re s u r fa c in g  a ru n w a y  
and a tax iw ay  a t Ques
n e l a i r p o r t  has been  
aw ard ed  to Colum bia Bi- 
tu lith ic  Ltd . by the fed
e ra l governm ent.

T h e  ru n w a y  w i l l  be 
closed during the day for 
a b o u t a m o n th  w h ile  
w o rk  is in progress, the 
g o v e rn m e n t sa id  in a 
news release. A tem po
r a r y  grass landing strip  
on the east side o f  the 
ru n w ay  w ill be provided  
fo r d a ytim e use by gen
e ra l av iation.

T h e  project m ight be
g in in August, a spokes
m a n  said.

Scheduled je t service  
to Q uesnel w ill not be 
d is ru p te d  because the  
ru n w ay  w ill be open to 
accom m odate the flight 
a t night.

T h e  project is a con
tinuation  o f w ork started  
la s t year. To ta l cost is 
expected to be $645,600.
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b i n a t i o n  o f  d a s h ,  d e s i g n ,  d u r a b i l i t y  
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U on t stand up in a 
small boat 60% of 
all boating deaths 
are caused by falling 
overboard
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T i m e  fo r  y e a r - e n d  e x a m s
S tu d e n ts  th ro u g h o u t  

B .C . are  facing govern
m e n t tests once m o re  
b u t although the govern
m e n t  s a y s  r e s u l t s  
needn’t have full effect 
on fina l m arks, th a t old 
e x a m  anguish  has re 
turned .

A lv in  M y h re , P r in c e  
G eo rg e  School D is tr ic t  
superintendent, said the 
p ro v in c ia l g o v ern m e n t 
tests w ill count tow ard  
students’ fina l m a rk s  to 
v a ry in g  extents in each 
school.

E ach  school has been 
allow ed to d e te rm in e  its 
ow n policy.

H e  s a id  one schoo l 
c o n s id e rs  th e  g o v e rn 
m e n t a lg eb ra  e x a m  to 
be excellent and w ill use 
it  as the fu ll 20 per cent 
o f th e  y e a r ’s a c h ie v e 
m ent.

H e  said another school 
w ill use its English test

stand on this issue until 
a fte r  w e’ve had tim e  to 
e v a lu a te  it ,  w hen this  
y e a r ’s tests have been 
co m pleted ,” he said.

“ W e w ill be m on itor
ing  the tests and issuing 
a position on them , afte r  
w e have seen the re 
su lts .”

H e  said i f  the tests are  
used to evaluate the pro
g ram s, he and the asso
c ia tio n  have no ob jec
tions.

“ We feel, however, the 
e v a lu a tio n  o f students  
fo r  passing  o r fa i l in g  
sh ou ld  re m a in  a t  the  
school le ve l.”

“ R ea lly  the only thing  
a test does is show how 
w e ll a person w rites  a 
te s t.”

I f  students are asses

sed by th e i r  te a c h e rs  
th ro u g h o u t the school 
y e a r, the fina l assess
m ent is m o re  likely to 
be accu ra te  than a test 
for which students cra m , 
he said.

A recent poll concern
ing education indicated  
62 per cent o f the res
pondents subscribed to 
that idea, 48 per cent to 
the B .C .-w ide tests and 
30 per cen t to n a tion 
w ide tests.

The c u rre n t education
al system  allows teach
ing to be w ith in  a specif
ic fra m e w o rk , he said. 
T h e  s u b je c t is tau g h t 
w ith in  th a t fram ew o rk  
but teachers are allowed  
to expand upon areas as 
s tu d en ts ’ in te re s t d ic 
tate.

He said for that reason 
p r o v in c e - w i d e  te s ts  
m ight not be tru ly  indic
a tiv e  because one stu
dent m ig h t an sw er all 
the questions but anoth
e r, in a d iffe ren t class, 
could miss some ques
t io n s  d e s p i t e  b e in g  
equally  profic ient.

A nother disadvantage  
o f the exam s is th a t they 
b e co m e th e  ta r g e t  o f 
tra in in g , ra th e r than  the 
test. A gam e plan is de
v e lo p e d  in w h ic h  the  
teacher covers the sub
je c t  w ith  th e  te s t  in 
m ind, ra th e r than co ver
ing the course — the stu
d e n t  a n t ic ip a t e s  th e  
questions w ith  his stu
dies ra th e r than try in g  
to understan d the sub
ject.

F o r e s t  

s e r v i c e  

i n  w a r  

a g a i n s t  

f l a m e s

by C a n a d ia n  Press
V IC T O R IA  —  I t ’s lik e  an arm y , and the ene

m y is rea l — destructive  and dead ly .
Th e re  is the w ar room , bom bers, spotter a ir 

cra ft. helicopter a ttack teams, tra in ed  troops, 
heavy duty equipm ent th a t can be moved a t a 
m om ent’s notice, and a com puterized e a rly  de
tection system.

The m en and equipm ent work fo r the B ritish  
C olum bia Forest S erv ice in the perpetual w a r  
against forest fires w hich each y e ar destroy  
billions o f do llars ’ w orth  o f tim b er in the p ro v 
ince.

“ Although m any of us don’t lik e  the analogy  
of the w a r room —  we prefer th e  fire  contro l 
centre, and w a r room  is a little  d ra m a tic  —  it 
is th at type o f s ituation ,”  said du ty  officer Ted
E ng land  in an in te rv iew

Throughout the su m m er, England  and o th e r  
offic ials w ill deploy the more tnan  37 he licopt
ers, 30 w ater bom bers and spotter planes, 1,500 
men and equipm ent in the six forest regions to 
beat back the 2,200 fires anticipated.

It  cost $41 m illion  to suppress fires  in 1982, 
spotted over 332,000 hectares fro m  the r ic h ly  
tim b ered  m ountain slopes to the sparser w ood
lands o f the north. In  the first six weeks o f  the 
current fire  season, the cost a lre ad y  is $4.5 
m illion .

The attack is co-ordinated fro m  a m ap-cov- 
ered second-storey office near the V ic to ria  
w aterfro n t w here com m and team s, under the

supervision o f H ank Doerksen, each  day re 
view  the w ea th er and wind forecasts and  
check the progress o f each fire  throughout the  
province before sending the men and equip
m ent to w here they w ill be most effective.

They also m ain ta in  liaison w ith th e ir coun
terparts  elsew here in Canada and the United  
States to determ ine w hat equipm ent is a v a il
able and from  w here, should it be needed.

And to stay ahead o f the battle, they keep a 
sharp eye on lightning, which is detected and 
program m ed in a com puter w ith in  three se
conds o f s trik ing.

The location tnen is printed on a m ap o f the 
area , and forestry w orkers can guide spotter 
planes o r ground crews into the location to 
check on possible fires.

The lightn ing m onitor system, w ith  11 detec
tors cu rren tly  in place and four m ore sched
uled fo r installation, cost $500,000 when in 
stalled in  1981, and the fire fighters  estim ate it 
w ill save a t least $1.3 m illion  a y e a r  in detec
tion costs alone.

Dave G ilb e rt, the forester responsible for the  
system , said 43 per cent o f all fires  are  sp ark 
ed by lightn ing, but these blazes account lo r 55

i - i j.

per cent o f all costs and damages.
G ilb e rt expects that w ith in  a y e a r  or two  

B.C. w ill be ab le to link up with the neighbor
ing A lb e rta , Yukon, Washington and M ontana  
systems to exchange da ta  affecting each area .


