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f o u r t h  f r o n t

C a m e l  e x p e r i m e n t  

n o t  a  b i g  s u c c e s s
V A N C O U V E R  (C P ) —  Strange ta ­

les abound of the foibles and fo llies  
of B r it is h  C olum bia ’s e a r ly  e n tre p re ­
neurs, but the story o f F ra n k  L a u - 
m e is te r  and th e  C arib o o  c a m e ls  
ranks am ong the best.

L au m eis te r was a m erchant who  
b ro u g h t supplies by p ack  a n im a l 
into the  B.C. In te r io r  during  the  
1860s when the Cariboo gold rush  
peaked.

I t  w as a pro fitab le business, w ith  
fre ig h t rates running about 50 cents  
for h a lf  a k ilogram . L a u m e is te r’s 
m ule trains couldn’t keep up w ith  
the dem and.

B e in g  an e n te rp r is in g  sort, he  
looked for ways to expand his c a ­
p a c ity  and increase his share o f the  
fortunes being m ade in the Cariboo.

T h a t ’s how the cam els cam e into  
the p ic ture .

L a u m eis ter had heard o f success­
fu l e x p e r im e n ts  w ith  d ro m e d a ry  
(s in g le -h u m p e d )  c a m e ls  in  th e  
southwestern U .S. and he thought he 
could put these “ ships o f the desert”  
to good use.

H e had heard the cam els could  
c a rry  up to 360 k ilogram s a t least 65 
kilom etres  a day. His pack m ules  
could c a rry  only 225 kilogram s o v er  
25 k ilom etres a day, so L a u m eis ter  
didn ’t have to be a m a th em atic a l 
genius to see w here fortune lay.

H e form ed a syndicate w ith  A dam  
H e ffle y  and H enry  In g ra m  to im p o rt 
23 b a c tr ia n  (tw o -h u m p e d ) ca m e ls  
from  M anch uria .

An advertisem ent in the V ic to ria  
Colonist waxed eloquent on the c a ­
m e ls ’ a ttr ib u tes : " T h e ir  g rea tes t 
a b ility  lies in th e ir long legs w hich  
w ill enable them  to b rea st deep  
snow d r ifts , th e  m e re s t sight o f  
w hich would disturb the eq uan im ity  
of th e  strongest-nerved o r best-con- 
ducted  jackass in B ritis h  C o lu m ­
b ia .”

H ow ever, the newspaper itse lf w as  
m ore skeptical and quipped that c a ­
m els w ere  only the first o f a v a r ie ty  
of strange beasts to be em ployed in

B ritish  C olum bia: “ We le a rn  that a 
num ber o f tra in ed  w hales w ill be 
placed on the route betw een V ic to ria  
and the Stickeen (sic) R iv e r , c a rry ­
ing fre ig h t and inside passengers —  
a la  Jonah —  at reduced ra te s .”

The syndicate ignored such c ritic ­
ism s and the cam els a r r iv e d  in V ic ­
to ria  A p ril 14, 1862.

Lau m eis ter got his f irs t  taste o f 
the trouble to come when they w ere  
unloaded. In  an A pril 15 item , The  
C o lo n is t d e s c r ib e d  th e  a r r iv a l :  
“ They  a re  singular-looking anim als  
and when d riven  from  th e  steam er, 
frightened the horses a t E sq uim alt 
out o f th e ir propriety and a w eek’s 
ap p etite .”

C am els  h a ve  a r a th e r  pungent 
aro m a, one w h iff o f w h ich  would 
panic any horse or m ule in the vic in ­
ity . This created  w idescale chaos on 
th e  D o u g la s -L illo o e t ro a d  w h ere  
m ule tra in s ca rry in g  supplies to the  
m ines bolted every  tim e  the camels 
a p p ro a c h e d , s c a tte r in g  v a lu a b le  
loads.

L a u m e is te r qu ickly  re a liz e d  his 
m istake. A fte r  a very short career, 
the cam els w ere re tired . A  few w ere  
sold, some w ere killed fo r  food, but 
m ost w ere turned loose in the wilds. 
C a m e l s ig h tin g s  w ere  s t i l l  being  
m ade 40 years la ter.

In g ra m , a syndicate m e m b e r, took 
s e v e ra l b a c k  to his ra n c h  n e a r  
G rande P ra ir ie . They w e re  sheared 
along w ith  the sheep in the spring 
and the fa rm e rs ’ w ives used the  
h a ir  to s tu ff pillows and m attresses.

In g ra m ’s young daughter made a 
pet o f one cam el and rode it around 
the ranch, presum ably avoid ing any  
horses or m ules in the a re a .

L a u m e is te r, d iscouraged by his 
p a rt  in  w hat The C olon ist ca lled  
“ the fa ilu re  o f the season,”  left B.C. 
in 1867 for San Francisco w here he 
died a few years la ter.

A m em o ria l to his fo lly  stands in 
L illooet, w here the H ighw ays M in is­
try  has nam ed a bridge over the 
F ra s e r R iv e r the B ridge o f the 23 
C am els.

t o d a y  i n  h i s t o r y

by C an a d ian  Press 
T o d a y  is T h u r s d a y ,  

June 16, the 167th day o f 
1983. There are  198 days  
le ft in  the year.

T o d a y ’s h ig h lig h t in  
h is to ry :

On June 16. 1784, one 
of th e  largest groups o f  
U n ited  E m p ire  Loyalists  
settled  at Adolphustown, 
O n tario . An o ffic ia l lis t 
of U n ited  E m p ire  Loyal­
ists w as  d ra w n  up in  
1789 by  Lord Dorchester, 
G o v e rn o r-G e n e ra l, and  
only fam ilies  included on 
the lis t can properly de­
s c r ib e  th e m s e lv e s  as  
U n ite d  E m p ire  L o y a l­
ists.

On this date:
In  1846, G io v a n n ia  

M a s t a i - F e r r e t t i  w a s  
e le c te d  Pope P ius the  
N in th . His 32-year reign  
w as the  longest in papal 
h is to ry .

In  1874. A rth u r  M e i-  
ghen. ninth prim e m inis­
ter o f  Canada, was born.

In  1891. S ir  John J . 
A bbott became C anada’s 
th ird  prim e m in ister, re ­

m ain ing  in office only 17 
m onths.

In  1897, th e  A la s k a  
Gold Rush began.

In  1899, the Caledonia  
m ine explosion in Nova  
Scotia k illed  30 m iners.

In  1903, the Ford  M o­
tor C om pany w as incor­
porated in  M ichigan.

In  1917, the firs t a ll- 
Russian congress o f So­
viets w as convened.

In  1920, the council o f 
the L e ag u e o f N ations  
h e ld  i t s  f i r s t  p u b l ic  
m e e tin g  at S t. Jam es  
P alace in London.

In  1963, the w o r ld ’s 
first w om an space tra v ­
e lle r, V a len tina  Teresh­
kova, w as launched into 
s p a c e  b y  th e  S o v ie t  
Union.

In  1972, P rim e  M in is ­
te r  T ru d e a u  o f f ic ia l ly  
opened N ew foundland 's  
C h u r c h il l  F a lls  p o w er  
project in Labrador.

In  1977, G erm an-born  
rocket and space pioneer 
W e r n h e r  V o n  B r a u n  
died.

Play It Safe... 
Be Winterized!

A head w ith o u t a hat 
can  a c c o u n t for 6 0 %  

of body h e a t loss.

+
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CANADA'S LARGEST AND BEST KNOWN RECORD STORES 
S A T U R D A Y , J U N E  18, 9:30 A.M . O N L Y

M v n  fhlmer
P R I D E ROBERT PALMER

“ P ride"

ALBUM OR CASSETTE
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L i m t  R I V i l  IA H D  I R O N  M A I D E N P E T E R  T O S H
'Moma Africa" —  Johnny"The Net”  —  We Two —  "Piete O l Mind" —  Flight 
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More! And Much More! And Moral
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BILLY IDOL
AT SAM'S 

ONLY

' 'D o n ' t  S to p
(M in i  A lb u m )

n 399EACH

ABOVE ITEMS AT ADVERTISED PRICES OR LESS W HILE  
SUPPLIES LAST AT SAMS, FRI.-MON. ONE EACH PER PERSON

INVEST NOW 
D I A M O N D  N E E D L E S

AT SAM S ONLY 
AS LOW AS 199

PINE C E N T R E  M A L L 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Dally  
«  9:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Fridays ^

Scrvev Powar

THIS FRI. & SAT. ONLY!
JUNE 17, 9-9 JUNE 18, 9-5
Shop early for best selection!

8 CYCLE PORTABLE 
DISHWASHER

Hot Point. 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE

20” PORTABLE 
COLOR T.V.
TOSHIBA. With full 
50 months, warranty.
20 HR. BLITZ PR IC E......................

529

569.95
26” CONSOLE 
COLOR T.V.
LLOYDS. Reg. $899.95. 
20 HR. BLITZ PR IC E..... 599.95

ZENITH 2 5 ”
CONSOLE COLOR T.V.
Remote Control 
Reg. $1199.95 
20 HR. BLITZ PRICE *899.95

HOOVER
Mini
D ryer ...$289*95
W asher Spin
D rye r ...$359.95  
Autom atic 
W asher .$439.95

-RITE

3 PIECE LIVINGROOM SUITE  
CONTEMPORARY STYLING
Sofa, Chair & Loveseat
Reg. S1499.9S U K  
20 HR. BLITZ PRICE .................................. W W W M W W

4 PCE. SOFA, CHAIR,
LOVE, OTTOMAN
A*fl. $1999.95 S 1  1  Q Q  O R  
30 HR. BLITZ PRICE .......................... 1  I V V I V V

DRAEMAR REG. SIZE 
SOFA DED

$3Reg. $549.95. 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE.. V 99.95

DRAEMAR QUEEN 
SOFA DED

SC
Red. $1099 95. 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE V•99.95

COFFEE,
2 END TABLES
Reg. $699.96. 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE..

5 PCE. CHROME 
TADLE & CHAIRS
Reg $249.95 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE..

399.95

3 PCE.
DEDROOM STE.
Reg. $599 95 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE.*399.99

5 PCE.
DEDROOM STE.
B.P. JOHN Modern Style $ 1  1 Q Q  Q C  
Reg S 1999 95 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE 1 1 W W I W W

‘CRAWFORD’ 4 PCE.
DEDROOM STE.
Solid oak floor model "as is" $ 1  1  Q Q  
Reg. $2199.95 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE 1  1  W W

2 PCE. COLONIAL 
SOFA & CHAIR
100°o nylon velvet Reg. 
$1199.95 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE 699.95

T.V. — STEREO 
MICROWAVE

SANYO 2 6 ”  
CONSOLE T.V.
Reg. $1049.95
20 HR. BLITZ PRICE..............................*799.00
ELECTROHOME
STEREO
With handsome maple or Walnut 
finish cabinets. Reg. $999.95.
20 HR BLITZ PRICE..........................*699.95

WASHER/DRYER PAIR
*899 95Moflat H D 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE V  W  W i  W  W

17 CU. FT.
FROST FREE FRIDGE
Moflat. 20 HR BLITZ PRICE s799

30” RANGE 
W/SELF CLEAN OVEN
Moflat 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE *749

30” RANGE 
W/EASY CLEAN OVEN
Hot Point. 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE.... *499

13 CU. FT.
FROST FREE FRIDGE
Hot Point. 20 HR. BLITZ PRICE... *599

BEDDING

2  PCE.

S e c tio n a l
Suite

Reg. $1199.95

$ 7 9 9 0 0

4  PCE. 
SOFA 

2 CHAIRS 
OTTOMAN
Reg. $1599.95

20 HR. BLITZ PRICE

$89900

UHIVERSAL 
9 PCE. 

DINETTE STE.
Table, 6 chairs, 

bullet, hutch 
Reg. $1599.95 

20 HR. BLITZ PRICE

*99995

7 PCE. 
CHROME TADLE 

& CHAIRS
Reg $499.95

20 H k  BLITZ PRICE

>2990 0

T0SHIDA
MICROWAVE

OVEN
With full 

50 mths warranty
AS LOW AS

$39995

CHIROPRACTIC
PR£§TIGE
Grange Queen size unit with 
25 yrs. warranty. Reg. $910.00

2 0  h r .  . $ R Q Q
BLITZ PRICE ... W W W

SPRINGWALL FLOTATION 
SYSTEM WATERDED
Grange Queen Size
Reg i>899 90 £ # %  M
20 HR. 0 | * # m
BLITZ PRICE

FURNITURE & 563-2574
WAREHOUSE LTD. 5 11 george s tre e t

The LOW  OVERHEAD SMALL STORE w ith  th e  BIG SAVINGS


