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Federal 
study 
declares 
VDTs safe 
for all

by C a n a d ia n  Press
O TTA W A  -  The fed

e ra l H ea lth  D ep a rtm en t  
says tests it conducted 
on video-display te rm in 
als show there  is abso
lute ly no danger posed 
b y  th e  m i n u s c u le  
a m o u n ts  o f  r a d ia t io n  
e m i t t e d  b y  th e  
m achines.

“ T h ere  is . no reason  
for any person, m a le  or 
fe m a le , young or o ld , 
pregnant o r not, to be 
concerned about ra d ia 
tion health effects from  
V D T s ,” said a repo rt re
leased F rid a y  by H ea lth  
M in ister M onique Begin.

" R a d ia tio n  em issions  
fro m  V D T s  a re  e ith e r  
nonexistent or are  so low  
that no standard  in the 
w o r ld  w o u ld  c la s s ify  
these emissions as haz
ardous.”

The rep o rt contained  
inform ation on tests on 
122 types o f V D T s  and  
227 individual units. The  
tes ts  m e a s u re d  e m is 
sions along every  length  
o f the e lec tro m ag n e tic  
spectrum  fro m  ex trem e- 
ly -lo w -fre q u e n c y  e m is 
sions through x-rays.

Begin h e rs e lf said the 
findings a re  consistent 
w ith  those fro m  o th er  
tests done by repu tab le  
s c ie n tis ts  a ro u n d  th e  
world.

“ This consensus leads 
to the unequivocal con
clusion th a t v ideo -d is- 
p la y  te rm in a ls  do not 
em it unacceptable levels  
of rad ia tio n ,” she said in 
a news release.

“ I w ant to assure all 
V D T  operators that they  
are  not exposed to a ra 
diation health h a za rd ."

None o f the tests con
ducted by experts a t the 
H ealth  D e p a rtm e n t’s ra 
d ia tio n  p ro te c t io n  b u 
re a u  d e a lt w ith  o th e r  
h e a lth  p ro b le m s  th a t  
h a v e  b e e n  l in k e d  to  
V D T s — problem s such 
as cataracts , eye stra in  
o r p a in  in  th e  b a c k ,  
shoulders and neck.

How ever, the d e p art
m e n t  b e l ie v e s  th e s e  
com plaints a re  probably  
caused by the type o f 
work done b y  V D T  oper
a to rs  ra th e r  th a n  the  
machines them selves.

V D T s a re  w idely  used 
in  n ew sro o m s, a ir l in e  
ticket offices and finan 
cia l institutions and are  
an in tegral p a rt o f word  
processors tnat have be
come popular in m any  
offices. E stim ates o f the 
num ber o f te rm in a ls  in 
use in C a n a d a  ra n g e  
fro m  ab o u t 160,000 to 
m ore than 250,000.

Among the findings in 
the re p o rt:

•  No x -ra y  em issions  
w ere detected in an y of 
the tests. O f the to ta l 
num ber o f models test
ed, 48 tests w ere done in 
a specia l fa c il i ty  th a t  
can detect low -energy x- 
rays h a lf a m illion  tim es  
low er than the govern
m e n t 's  s ta n d a r d  fo r  
emissions.

•  VD Ts have no com 
ponents th a t g e n e ra te  
m icrow aves, the type o f 
radiation used in m ic ro 
w ave ovens or ra d a r and 
the type that has the po
tentia l to h a rm  hum ans  
by heating up body tis
sues. No m ic ro w a v e s  
w ere found in any o f the 
tests.

•  U lt ra v io le t  and in 
f ra re d  em iss ions w e re  
either nondetectable or 
some 10,000 tim es below  
the lim its  fo r on-the-job  
exposure.

•  S m all am ounts o f ex- 
t re m e ly -lo w -fre q u e n c y  
em issions w e re  found , 
roughly co m p a ra b le  to 
the am ounts from  fluo
rescent lig h ts  or h a ir  
dryers and fa r  less than  
the am o u n ts  found in 
b a s e b o a rd  h e a te rs  o r  
electric  hand m ixers .

H A T F I E L D  P R O P O S E S  ' T O A S T  O F  L O V E '

F l e e t  S t r e e t  l o v e s  D i s c o  D i c k ' s  s t r a n g e  t o a s t
by E . K A Y E  F U L T O N  

S o u th a m  N ew s  
C H A R L O , N .B . —  The unrelenting B ritish  

m e d ia  turned th e ir attention from  ro y a lty  last 
w eekend to pursue a new q u a rry  —  P re m ie r  
R ic h a rd  H a tfie ld  and his " f la m e  o f lo v e .”  

C ornered a t the C harlo  a irp o rt m inutes be
fo re  the a r r iv a l o f P ric e  C harles and D ian a  on 
S atu rd ay , the flam boyant N ew  B runsw ick p re
m ie r  was peppered w ith  questions about his 
unorthodox toast to the couple at a p rov incia l 
d in n er the n igh t before.

H e  nervously rebuffed suggestions —  p a rtic 
u la r ly  from  the b lun t F le e t Street m ed ia  —  
th a t he had been d runk at the dinner.

“ I  was v e ry , very proud about the whole 
even in g ,” he said. ‘ ‘ I ’ve w orked long and hard . 
I  thought it  was exciting . The d in n er was

im peccab ly  good; th e  lam b w as p e rfe c t.”
T h e  F le e t S treet crowd had a fie ld  d a y  when  

H a tfie ld  le ft P rin c e  Charles "speechless” w ith  
an em otional tr ib u te  F rid a y  that included a 
sta tem ent th a t " w e  have heard  and read  the  
lies . . . today it  it  was wonderful to m eet and 
know  the tru th .”

In  the sam e bew ildering speech, H a tfie ld  —  
rem in iscen t o f M a rg a re t T ru d e a u ’s "song of 
love”  d itty  in Venezuela — urged the audience  
to rise ‘in  a toast o f  love.”

T o  top it  o ff, H a tfie ld  broke roya l protocol by 
excusing his guests from  the m ain  tab le  and 
then ca llin g  them  back for the blessing.

“ I  just fo rgo t,”  he told repo rte rs , " I  m ake  
m istakes once in a  w h ile .”

A cting  lik e  a fox among hounds, H a tfie ld  de
fended nis toast and said the roya l couple "u n 
derstands” w hat he m eant.

" I ’m  surprised that people don’t know what 
love is ,”  he told repo rters . " O r  what lies  are, 
especially English-speaking people.”

H a tfie ld  said his reference to “ lie s” was 
aim ed  a t "so much w h ich  has been said, w rit
ten o r published w hich  is w rong” about B rit
a in 's  greatest tourist attractions .

Asked how much sleep he had before the vis
it, H a tfie ld  said  “ a l i t t le .”  In  fac t, the P re m ie r  
has w orked solidly fo r  three weeks to prepare  
for the a r r iv a l o f P rin c e  C harles and D ian a  in 
N ew  B runsw ick.

"T h e  P re m ie r  is c ra z y  about the R oyal F a m 
ily ,”  said a N ew  B runsw ick a ide  along on the 
tour. “ H e was the o n ly  p re m ie r invited to the 
R oyal w edding and h e ’s nuts about Charles  
and D ian a . T h e  last th in g  he’d w ant is to insult 
th e m .”

A B ritish  journa lis t also asked H atfie ld  what

kind o f  w ine was served a t the lavish d inner, 
and how much o f it  he had  consumed.

" I t  w as  Inn isk illin  w in e  from  O ntario  and I 
don't m easure  w hat I  d r in k ,” rep lied  H a tfie ld  
coldly. "J u s t w hat are  you suggesting?”

“ I th in k  the suggestion, sir, is th at you had  
too m u c h  to d r in k ,”  sa id  Jam es W h ita ke r, a 
“ ro ya l-w a tch er”  for the London D a ily  M irro r . 

H a tfie ld  staunchly den ied  it.
A lthough W hitaker la te r  com m ended the p re

m ier fo r  "doing w ell. I t  was tough for h im , 
bloody tough,” th at d id n ’t  stop his colleagues  
from  f ilin g  stories back  home about "N e w  
B runsw ick ’s eccentric P re m ie r  . . . n icknam ed  
Disco D ic k .”

It  a lso didn’t stop th e m  from  asking C an a
dian rep o rte rs  for in te restin g  tidbits about the  
next p re m ie r  on the to u r —  O n tario ’s W illia m  
Davis.

F O R  R O Y A L  V I S I T

P e a c e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  m o v e
O T T A W A  (C P ) —  A nti-cruise missile dem on

strators reached a com prom ise w ith  the federal 
g overnm ent F r id a y  and agreed  to sh ift th e ir  
peace cam p to another p a rt of P a rlia m e n t H ill in 
advance o f the v is it today by the Prince and P r in 
cess o f Wales.

The m ove followed harsh c ritic is m  e a r lie r  in 
the day by in te rim  Opposition Leader E r ik  N ie l
sen, who demanded the governm ent rem ove the 
"eyesores” and "ru b b ish ’ set up m ore than two  
months ago by the protesters.

" I  don’t think it lends to the d ign ity  and to the 
grace o f the reception to which they (P rin c e  C ha
rles and D ian a) a re  en titled ," N ielsen told repo rt
ers a fte r  raising the m a tte r  in the Commons.

G roup m em ber Andy M oxley said the ca m p ’s 
torn and battered sign w ill be m oved late Sunday  
to the northeast p a rt of the P arliam e n t H ill law n.

The dem onstrators have been cam ped a t the 
foot o f the H ill since A p ril, keeping v ig il under a 
rainbow-colored sign. M oxley said the tab le  now 
covered with lite ra tu re  on the peace m ovem ent 
and equipm ent such as sleeping bags w ill be re 
moved.

“ W e feel M r . N ielsen is using his position in the  
House o f Comm ons to critic ize us and is using a  
m edium  in which w e have no m ethod o f re p ly ,”  
M oxley said. He said  the group w ill continue to 
keep a 24-hour v ig il until at least Septem ber.

There is still no agreem ent w ith the govern
m ent over w hat w ill happen during the C anada  
D a y  celebrations on Ju ly 1 when P a rlia m e n t H il l  
is generally  packed with tourists. M o x le y  said  
any sleeping on the H ill w ill be restric ted  to a fte r  
d a rk  so as not to "o ffend  the tourists’ e y e .”

The group had e a r lie r  been been ordered o ff the  
H ill by an o ffic ia l o f the secretary o f sta te  but the  
deadline was ignored and negotiations between  
the two sides w ere arranged.

S ecretary  o f S tate  Serge Joyal defended the  
cam pers in the House ea rlie r F r id a y . "T h e y  have  
a righ t to come here  and express th e ir  opinion, 
even though th e ir opinions m ight be questioned 
by some other people,”  Joyal said.

T h e  group has said it w ill leave w hen the gov
ernm ent refuses to test the U .S . cruise m issile in  
C anada or agrees to a free Comm ons vote on the  
issue.

C o m m i s s i o n  f a c e s  t o u g h  j o b
by C a n a d ia n  Press

The federal roya l com
mission on the economy 
w ill have to reconcile a 
daunting  a rra y  o f spe
c ia l ana regional in te r
ests i f  a  series o f sem i
n a rs  h e ld  d u r in g  th e  
weekend is any indica
tion.

Most speakers a t the 
sem inars, held in 11 cen
tres fro m  Vancouver to 
H a l i f a x ,  a p p e a re d  to  
h a v e  th e i r  own ax  to  
grind o r  regional in te r
est to serve.

U n em p lo y ed  w o rk e rs  
dem anded jobs, women 
asked fo r more attention  
to the ir problem s, an oil 
executive called for in
creased oil p rices and 
reduced taxes, a W in
nipeg economist wanted  
m o re  in v e s t m e n t  in  
M a n ito b a , and a Nova  
Scotia governm ent offi
c ia l c ried  for m ore rec
o g n it io n  fo r  A t la n t ic  
Canada.

I f  the  sam e p a tte rn  
h o ld s  t r u e  w h e n  th e  
co m m iss io n  beg ins its  
fo rm al hearings this fa ll, 
ch ief com m issioner Do
nald M acdonald, a for
m er federa l finance m in
ister, and his 12 com m is
sioners w ill face a monu
m ental task in address
ing a ll concerns in their 
recom m endations to the 
federal governm ent.

T h e  s e m in a rs  w e re  
held a t un ivers ities  in 
B urnaby, B.C., C a lg ary , 
R egina, W innipeg, Sud
bury, O n t., London, Ont., 
Q u e b e c  C i t y ,  S h e r 
b ro o k e ,Q u e ., M o n c to n , 
Charlo ttetow n and H a li
fax.

P robab ly  the storm iest 
sessions w ere held at Si
mon F ra s e r  U n iv e rs ity  
in B urnaby w here union
is ts  c a r r y i n g  s ig n s  
h e c k le d  m o s t o f  th e  
speakers.

One sign read: “ G ive  
m e $800 a day — I ’ll fig
ure it o u t,"  a reference  
to the sa la ry  M acdonald  
is receiv ing  as head o f 
tthe commission.

K im  Z a n d er, co-ordi- 
nator o f the U nem ploy

m ent Action C en tre  in s in e s s m e n , th re e  a r e  
V a n c o u v e r ,  b e r a t e d '  academ ics, two are  c iv il 
co m m is s io n er B il l  H a - servants, and one is a
m i l to n  fo r  w h a t  she  
called his ignorance of 
w orking people and the 
u n e m p lo yed . She sa id  
the unem ployed do not 
need th e  co m m is s io n , 
but i f  h e a r in g s  w e re  
going to be h e ld , her  
group was determ ined  to 
take p a rt.

U nionists co m pla ined  
about the lack o f labor 
re p re s e n ta t io n  in  th e  
m akeup o f the com m is
sion.

O f the 13 com m ission
e rs , o n e  is a la w y e r  
(M acd o n ald ), six a re  bu-

union leader.
A t a se m in a r a t the

N o v a  S c o t ia ’ s d e p u ty  
m in iste r o f developm ent, 
told an audience at D a l-  
housie  U n iv e rs ity  th e  
commission has a lre ad y

U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lg a ry , i!}nor®d the A tlan tic  re- 
M acdonald tr ied  to coun- 8*on. by not seelking the  
te r  those com plaints as ad v ic e  o f th e  A tla n tic
w e ll  as s o m e  o f  th e  
skep tic ism  and opposi
tion the com m ission has 
encountered since it was  
form ed last N ovem ber.

"W h a t we intend to do 
is have a v e ry  extensive  
public consultation w ith  
a lot o f people contribut-

P r o v in c e s  E c o n o m ic  
C ouncil, w h ich  stud ied  
the reg ion ’s econom ic fu 
ture several years ago.

M cN iven  said the co m 
m issioners and their re 
search s ta ff com e m a in 
ly fro m  C en tra l C anada, 
and th a t m a k e u p  w ill  
slant the co m m iss io n ’s

ing to the com m ission’s re p o rt a w a y  fro m  the  
w o rk ,”  he said. c o n c e rn s  o f  A t la n t ic

B u t  J im  M c N iv e n ,  Canada.

T r u d e a u  u n d e c i d e d 7
by LES W HITTINGTON 

Southam News 
T O R O N T O  -  P r im e  

M in is te r P ie rre  Trudeau  
has ye t to decide w heth
er to resign as head o f 
his p a rty , long-tim e con
fidante J im  Coutts said 
F rid a y .

T h e  q u e s t io n  o f  
T ru d e a u ’s fu tu re  s im 
m ered beneath the sur
face o f a L ib e ra l ga th er
ing here , although it was 
never o ffic ia lly  discus
sed. by a ll accounts.

A L ib e ra l M P ,  who  
asked not to be nam ed, 
said the installation of 
B rian  M u lroney as T o ry  
leader has focused atten
t io n  in  th e  p a r ty  on  
Tru d e au ’s situation.

“ I exp ec t the p a rty  
w il l  w a n t  a d e c is io n  
fro m  h im  in th e  next 
couple o f m onths," the 
M P  said . “ But it  w ill 
n ever com e up to the 
surface —  you know the 
L ib e ra l p a rty .”

One L ib era l, who pre
viously worked as an as
sistant to a cabinet m in 
ister, said, "T h e  general 
feeling in the p a rty  is 
th at, w hether L ib e ra ls  
l ik e  h im  o r  n o t, th e  
country wants a change, 
so Trudeau  has to go."

Is Trudeau a w a re  of 
such sentim ent? “ I don’t

know ,”  the fo rm e r m in 
is te r ia l as s is tan t sa id . 
“ H is office used to keep  
that sort o f thing fro m  
h im , which was foolish. 
But today I ’m  not su re .”

P a r ty  president Io n a  
Cam pagnolo said th e re ’s 
no need to address the  
is s u e  o f  T r u d e a u ’ s 
le a d e rs h ip  desp ite  the  
p a r ty 's  p lu n g e  in  th e  
p o p u la r ity  in  o p in io n  
polls.

" T h is  p a rty  owes so 
m u c h  to  P i e r r e  
T ru d e au " that he w ill be 
m akin g  the decision in 
his own tim e , she said.

“ I don't th ink the polls 
are  re levan t a t a tim e  
w h e n  a n  e x t r e m e  
am ount o f m edia (a tte n 
tion) has been yielded to 
the C onservative p a rty ."

S h e  e m p h a s iz e d  
T r u d e a u ’s w e ll -k n o w n  
position that he w ill re 
s ig n  b e fo re  th e  n e x t  
e le c t io n , e x p e c te d  by  
1985.

Coutts, T ru d e au ’s fo r
m e r princ ipal secre ta ry , 
sa id  the e lec tio n  o f  a 
new T o ry  leader has not 
in c reas ed  p ressu re  on 
Trudeau  to decide his fu 
tu re  and that he did not

think the P M  has m ade  
up his m ind about the  
m a tte r.

R e t i r e m e n t  s e e m e d  
anything but a burning  
issue F r id a y  as ab out 
200 p a rty  m em bers and  
dozens o f self-described  
lib e ra l th inkers from  E u 
rope, C e n tra l A m e ric a  
an d  Is r a e l  a d o r in g ly  
m obbed T ru d e a u  a t  a 
hotel reception here.

Jack  Speyer, a B ritish  
m em ber o f the L ib e ra l 
In te rn atio n a l executive , 
said Trudeau  was h igh ly  
respected in the U nited  
Kingdom .

" B r it is h  L ib e ra ls  r e 
gard h im  as being a tru e  
lib e ra l, in the rea l sense 
of th e  w o rd , m e an in g  
someone who believes in  
o p e n -m in d e d n e s s  a n d  
freedom  of the ind iv idu
a l.”  Speyer said , a d m it
t in g  he d id n ’ t k n o w  
m uch about T ru d e a u ’s 
im p o sitio n  o f  the W a r  
M easures A ct in 1970.

The federal p a rty ’s n a 
tional and O n tario  exec
utive boards w ere m e et
ing here to discuss p a rty  
f in a n c e s  a n d  e le c t io n  
readiness.

Village 
saved 
from fire

N E M A S K A , Que. (C P )  
—  A forest fire  that has  
been th re a te n in g  th is  
Cree Ind ian  village since 
last W ednesday was un
der control this m orning, 
b u t f i r e f i g h t e r s  r e 
m a in e d  l e a r y  a b o u t  
allow ing the 275 evacuat
ed residents to return.

“ W ith  persistent heat 
and w ind, it could be a  
d iffe ren t p icture later to
d a y ,” said forest fire in 
spector M a u rice  St. P ie 
rre , re c a llin g  how the  
blaze slipped out of con
trol Sunday afternoon.

N e m a s k a , a n e w ly -  
built v illag e am idst the  
Jam es B ay hydroelectric  
developm ent in northern  
Quebec, was evacuated  
F r id a y  w h e n  f la m e s  
w ere only two k ilo m e
tres aw ay.

W om en and ch ildren  
w ere taken by helicopter 
to N em iscau, a camp fo r  
H y d r o -Q u e b e c  p o w e r  
line w orkers 30 kilom e
tres aw a y , w h ile  m a le  
re s id e n ts  to o k  b o a ts  
across Lake  C ham pion  
to jo in  them .

Gregoire 
planning 
to appeal

Q U E B E C  (C P ) -  N a 
tional assembly m em ber 
Gilles G regoire indicated  
F rid a y  he would appeal 
his conviction on seven 
co u n ts  o f c o m m itt in g  
im m o ra l acts w ith m inor 
girls and refused a re 
quest by P re m ie r Rene  
Levesque to resign.

Judge Andre Sirois o f 
ju v e n ile  co u rt handed  
down a 35-page verdict 
F r id a y  th a t  r e je c te d  
G rego ire ’s testimony as 
" w e a k ” and “ unreason
ab le ."

G reg o ire , one of the  
found ers  o f the P a r t i  
Q uebecois, w as not in  
court fo r the decision  
and could not be reached 
for com m ent. He w ill be 
sentenced Ju ly  14.

Levesque asked soon 
afte r the judgm ent was  
handed down that G re 
goire resign but a state
ment from  the p rem ier’s 
office said G regoire did  
not w ant to quit until he 
has ex h a u s te d  a p p ea l 
procedures.

L e v e s q u e  sa id  G r e 
goire’s status would be 
discussed by the PQ cau
cus "as  soon as possi
b le ”  bu t d id  not sa y  
w hether he would insist 
on G re g o ire ’s res ig n a 
tion, which is not m a n 
datory because he w as  
not ch arged  under the  
C rim in a l Code o f C ana
da .

POLITICAL PRISONERS
L a t i n  r e f u g e e s  a d m i t t e d
O TTA W A  (C P ) —  The federal gov- m ent. 

ernm ent has decided to open C an a
d a ’s borders to as m any as 300 fo r
m e r po litica l prisoners in E l S a lva
dor and th e ir fam ilies , Im m ig ra tio n  
M in ister Lloyd A xw orthy announced 
F rid a y .

“ Due to lack o f s ta b ility  in the  
are a , there is concern for the safety  
o f th ese  S a lv a d o r a n  re fu g e e s ,"
A xw orthy said in a statem ent.

" E v e ry  e ffo rt w ill be m ade to help  
those who w an t to leave the country  
as soon as possible.”

Canada w ill accept about 300 o f 
the 500 po litica l prisoners recently  
released under an am nesty p roc la
m ation by the Salvadoran governn-

A x w o rth y , who v is ite d  C e n tra l 
A m e rica  e a rlie r  this year, said the 
program  m eets an urgent need and  
called on Canadians to show their 
concern by offering settlem ent as
sis tan ce  and sponsorship fo r the  
fam ilies .

A b o u t 2,100 S a lv a d o ra n s  h a ve  
com e to Canada since 1981 and steps 
now have been taken to increase the 
capac ity  o f the Canadian Em bassy  
in M exico C ity  to handle im m ig ra 
tion requests.

C anada also has been accepting  
Salvadorans who face deportation  
from  the United States, the state
m ent said.
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F i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

w i l l  c l o s e  C - C h a n n e l
TO R O N TO  (C P ) -  C-Channel, the  

n a tio n a l p a y  T V  c o m p a n y  th a t  
called itself the lively arts  netw ork, 
was placed in receivership F r id a y  
a fte r  running up about $11 m illion in  
debt during its  18 weeks on the a ir .

President E d  Cowan told a news  
conference he still hoped the n e t
w ork could be preserved and w as  
proud of w hat had been achieved so 
far.

"W h o  knows? T h e re  m ay be a 
w ay through a ll of th is ,”  he said.

How ever, L a rry  W ard , sitting next 
to h im  as the representative o f r e 
ce iver Price-W aterhouse Ltd., sa id  
program m ing would continue u n til 
June 30 but w as not lik e ly  after th a t.

C-Channel, which offered a m ix 
ture o f “ classic" m ovies, opera and  
symphony concerts and ch ild ren ’s 
shows, had managed to attract only  
27.000 subscribers, 25 pe r cent o f its 
goal, Cowan said.

Despite the poor showing, C ow an  
sa id  the n e tw o rk  is ‘ ‘e x tre m e ly  
proud” that it  was able to “ do w h at  
we set out to do on television.”

M a n y  o f C -C h a n n e l’ s 45 e m 
ployees, out o f work June 30, g a th 
ered quietly a few m etres from  the  
news conference in the ne tw ork ’s 
h ig h -r is e  s u ite , th e n  g r a d u a lly  
m oved closer to listen to Cowan a n 
sw er reporters’ questions.

Cowan steadfastly refused to a n 
sw er questions about w hy and how  
the network had failed.

“ I ’ m  not p re p a re d  to la y  th e  
blam e at anything or on anybody’s 
doorstep,” Cowan said, adding th a t  
he needed a couple o f weeks to th in k  
things over.

T h e  network had an “ accum ula
tion o f problem s" and the in e v ita b il
ity o f receivership becam e “ ab u n 

dantly  c le a r” about 10 days ago, he 
said.

C -C hannel had signed up about 
17,000 subscribers when it  went on 
the a ir  F e b . 1 and research a couple 
of years before indicated the net
w ork ’s fo rm ula  would be successs- 
ful.

“ I f  a ll things had been equal, it 
m ight have w orked,” Cowan said, 
declining to elaborate.

The netw ork’s financia l troubles 
had been rum ored for weeks, having  
come to light in M a y  when Cowan 
announced it  was fo r sale.

In  m id -M a y , the netw ork m ade an 
unsuccessful bid for 25,000 new subs
cribers w ith  a weekend o f free  pro
g ra m m in g  supported by ce leb rity  
guest hosts.

The “ su rv iva lath on" m anaged to 
attra c t about 4,500 new subscribers, 
but c a b le  co m p an ies  d id n ’ t get 
around to installing equipm ent for 
m any and some others backed out, 
Cowan said Friday.

Cowan said he suspects the entire  
Canadian pay-TV industry is “ not 
without problem s right across the 
board" fro m  regu latory restrictions  
to consum er d ifficulties.

“ I have a feeling everyone involv
ed in p a y  T V  are having a very, 
very , v e ry  close close look," a t pro
g ram m in g  and w hat the consumer 
wants.

Asked w hy C-Channel fa iled  while 
o th er p a y -T V  channels ap peared  
successful, Cowan replied: “ T h a t re 
m ains to be seen, eh?”

But as Cowan was speaking to re 
p o rte rs , c o m p e tito r  Superchannel 
O ntario  w as sending out a release 
that boasted of 80,000 subscribers, 
"posting the strongest sales o f any 
netw ork in  O ntario in the last two 
months.”

PQ tries to end streak
M O N T R E A L  (C P ) —  The P a r t i  

Quebecois w ill try  to break  a seven- 
y e ar record o f no wins in provincia l 
byelections today as voters head to 
the polls in th ree  ridings.

M o re  than 105,000 Quebecers a re  
elig ib le to vote in Saguenay, M o ntre - 
a l-S t. Jacques and th e  suburban  
Quebec City rid in g  of C harlesbourg.

Ruling p arties  in Quebec used to 
com e up w inners in byelections. B ut 
the PQ  ha$ lost all 13 byelections it 
has called in nearly seven years in  
office.

T h e  party s till holds a com fortable  
75 seats out o f 122 seats in the n a 
tional assem bly, com pared w ith  43 
for the L ibera ls  and one m e m b e r  
who is an independent.

B ut the PQ  has geared up its c a m 
paign in recent days, draw ing  on the  
p o p u la r i t y  o f  P r e m i e r  R e n e  
Levesque to counter the effects o f  a 
ye ar filled w ith  soured relations be
tween governm ent and labor, g ro w 
ing discontent over the provincia l 
economy and high unem ploym ent, 
and a series o f mini-scandals.

Levesque has already cam paigned  
th ree times in St. Jacques, a m ostly  
working-class, French-speaking r id 

ing in east M ontreal, a PQ  strong
ho ld  re p re s e n te d  s in ce  1970 by  
Claude C harron , fo rm er governm ent 
house lead er.

C harron resigned the seat after 
c o n v ic t io n s  fo r s h o p lif t in g  and  
im paired  d riv ing  in 1982.

PQ candidate Jeannine Cheron, an 
active rid in g  w orker under Charron, 
is favored  to take a narrow  lead 
over L ib e ra l Serge Cham pagne, a 
39-year-old law yer.

Levesque was active  on the cam 
paign  t r a i l  d u ring  the w eekend, 
taun ting  hecklers and u rg in g  PQ  
supporters at a ra lly  in Saguenay, 
where the the p a rty  has also been 
strong since 1970.

In  the rid in g  — le ft em pty by the 
resignation of Lucien Lessard, fish 
and g am e m inister —  it appears a 
split vote between L ibera l Ghislain  
M a lta is  and independent P ie rre  M al- 
ta is  (no re la tio n ) could help PQ  
h o p e fu l J o h a n n e  Is a b e l sq ueak  
through.

In  C harlesbourg, c iv il servants hit 
by governm ent w age rollbacks are 
expected to give M a rc -Y v a n  Cote, 
fo rm er national assem bly m em ber, 
a win for the  L iberals.
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