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ATTEMPTING TO BEAT OLD PROBLEMS

V e te r a n  R o b e rt B o u ra s s a  b a c k  in  p o l i t ic a l  w a r s
M ONTREAL (CP) — Robert Bour

assa is o ffic ia lly  back in politics a f
te r a seven-year h ia tus, bu t the 
problems tha t haunted him during 
his last years as Quebec prem ier 
are bound to follow him  into his 
campaign to regain leadership o f the 
provincial L iberals.

The lanky, bespectacled economist 
and lawyer led the Quebec L ibera ls 
and served as prem ier in 1970-76, 
years marked by b illion-do llar pro
je c ts  and m ass ive  jo b -c re a tio n  
drives as w e ll as allegations o f cor
ruption aimed at his government.

Iron ica lly, one those projects, the 
mammoth James Bay hydroelectric 
complex, was opened by the curren t 
P a rti Quebecois government, which 
ousted Bourassa’s Liberals in No
vember, 1976.

Now, using the campaign slogan 
The Power o f Experience, the fo r
m er prem ier is making a comeback 
bid one pundit has likened to the one 
Richard N ixon made a fter losing the 
1960 U.S. presidential election.

Two other Liberals, P ierre Para
dis and Daniel Johnson J r., a son of 
the late prem ier Daniel Johnson, are 
a lso seek ing  the le a d e rs h ip . A 
fourth, John Ciaccia, w ill reveal his 
intentions today.

Bourassa lost power on Nov. 15, 
1976. Rene Levesque, the new pre
m ier, had stressed during the cam 
paign tha t the L ib e ra ls  suffered 
from  a “ generalized cancer o f cor
ruption.”

But the PQ didn’t make any spe
c ific  charges and Bourassa spent the 
campaign challenging opponents to 
name “ one case”  o f corruption. The 
PQ d idn ’t, but voters had lost faith 
in Bourassa and any fears they had 
of separatism were assuaged by PQ 
promises to hold a referendum on its 
sovereignty-association option.

There were suggestions o f conflict 
o f interest in the Bourassa govern
m ent’s awarding of contracts worth 
$1 m ill io n  to Paragon Business 
Forms, pa rtly  owned by Bourassa’s 
wife Andree and his brother-in-law

Claude Simard, who sat in the Bour
assa cabinet as tourism  m inister.

His government took over prepa
rations fo r the 1976 O lym pics in 
M ontreal when it  appeared the fac il
ities would not be ready in  time. 
Even so, construction o f the main 
stadium  and other sites cost $1 b il
lion m ore than projected.

An inqu iry  commission under Jus
tice A lbe rt M alouf o f Quebec Superi
or Court subequently found out that 
O lym pic contractors had contributed 
$778,000 to Libera l coffers. Contracts 
were awarded w ithout bids.

W illiam  Obront, described in testi
mony before the Quebec police com
mission inqu iry  into organized crim e 
as banker for the M ontreal under
world, testified in 1973 that he gave 
Bourassa between $4,500 and $5,000 
for his firs t leadership race.

Even so, when Bourassa declared 
his candidacy Monday, he was a l
ready rated the fron trunner among 
the three declared candidates. His 
organizers say he has the backing of

17 o f the 46 L ibe ra l members o f the 
national assembly.

Surveys commissioned by Bouras
sa also suggest he is the most popu
la r  leadership candidate. However, 
the party establishment and the fed
e ra l Liberals have la rge ly  lined up 
behind Johnson.

Bourassa turned 50 last month. He 
was firs t elected to the Quebec na
tional assembly in the 1966 p rov in 
c ia l election when the w ily  Daniel 
Johnson Sr. led the Unior. ] Rationale 
to v ictory even though the Libera ls 
received more votes.

Bourassa was chosen leader in 
Ja n u a ry , 1970, b ea ting  the la te  
Claude Wagner, who lost the leader
ship of the Progessive Conservative 
party  to Joe C lark six years la te r, 
and the late P ie rre  Laporte, k illed  
by Front de L ibera tion du Quebec 
terrorists in October, 1970.

The Liberals returned to power on 
A p ril 29, 1970, on Bourassa’s prom 
ise to create 100,000 jobs in his f irs t 
year, earning h im  the nickname of

Bob Le Job. But that fa ll, just as his 
government was introducing medi
care , the kidnappings o f B ritish  dip
lo m a t James Cross and Laporte, 
then labor m in is te r, plunged the 
province into the October Crisis.

Bourassa had consultations w ith 
M ontreal Mayor Jean Drapeau and 
M arc  Lalonde, then principal secre
ta r y  to P r im e  M in is te r  P ie rre  
T ru d e a u , a f te r  w h ich  T ru d e a u  
im posed the W ar Measures Act, 
leading to the arrests o f hundreds of 
suspected FLQ sympathizers.

M any PQ members believe Bour
assa and the federal Liberals tried 
to use the October Crisis to forge an 
association in voters’ minds between 
the PQ and the FLQ.

Among the 450 arrested and ja iled 
w ithout charge was sometime poet 
G erald Godin, who beat Bourassa in 
the Montreal rid ing  of M ercier in 
the 1976 election and now is PQ m in
is te r o f im m igra tion  and cu ltura l 
communities.

During his f irs t term , Bourassa

v e to e d  th e  V ic to r ia  C h a r te r ,  
T rudeau ’s 1971 a tte m p t to b ring  
home the Constitution. ;

Also in 1971, he announced his 
“ project o f the •cen tury,”  the $3.5- 
b illio n  James Bay p ro jec t, which 
grew into a $16-billion pro ject creat
ing more e le c tr ic ity  than Quebec 
needs. The PQ subsequently nego
tia ted power sales to the United 
States at bargain prices.

On Oct. 30, 1973, Bourassa won the 
biggest e lectoral v ic to ry  in Quebec 
history, taking 102 seats in the then 
110-seat national assembly. During 
h is  second te rm , the  assem b ly  
adopted the w idely-critic ized B ill 22, 
Quebec’s firs t language law.

For the PQ and its supporters. B ill 
22 was not tough enough. For Eng- 
lish-speaking Quebecers, who tra d i
tionally back the L iberals, it was be 
traya l. On a vis it to Quebec City, 
Trudeau attacked B ill 22 and der
ided Bourassa as’ “ a lit t le  hot dog 
eater.”  It was eventually replaced 
by the PQ’s much tougher B ill 101.

EROLA'S TASK TOUGH

M o r e  s o u g h t  f o r  c o n s u m e r s
OTTAWA (CP) — Some o f the country ’s 

leading consumer advocates hope the appoint
ment o f Judy Ero la  as consumer and corpo
rate a ffa irs  m in is te r w i l l  resu lt in more 
emphasis on the consumer, rather than the 
corporate, side o f the portfo lio.

The Consumer and Corporate A ffa irs  Depart
ment was considered a prim e force behind 
consumer advocacy in the 1970s. But more re
cently, consumer groups have complained the 
department listens more to corporations than 
their customers and has shunted o ff responsi
b ility  fo r consumer protection to provincial go
vernments and under-funded consumer groups.

Moments after being sworn in last F riday as 
the new m in ister, replacing Andre Ouellet, E r
ola promised to give more attention to consum
er issues.

But she could face an uph ill struggle. Cabi
net colleagues such as Finance M inister M a ic  
Lalonde are active ly courting the private sec
tor as the economy is pulled out of recession 
and appear reluctant to antagonize business.

“ I guess Judy Erola can prove that blondes 
are more fun,”  Geoff Scott, Progressive Con
servative consumer affa irs c r it ic , said Monday 
in a telephone interview  from  his Dundas, 
Ont., home.

“ I ’ve been dealing w ith Ouellet the brunette 
for the last 3'/i years and I hope Mrs. Erola 
w ill give consumers a higher profile than the 
previous m in ister, who rea lly  relegated it to 
about fourth  on the totem p o ll.”

Barbara Shand, president o f the Consumers 
Association of Canada, said in an in terview  
from Toronto that she hopes to convince Erola 
of the need to look more at the consumer

im pact o f government policies.
Shand specifically cited tex tile  and clothing 

im port quotas, which force consumers to buy 
higher-priced domestic products.

Andrew Roman o f the Toronto-based Public 
Interest Advocacy Centre said increased fund
ing o f consumer groups should be a top p rio r
ity  for Erola.

As well, Ero la should become more involved 
in consumer-related issues tha t are norm ally 
handled by other departments.

For example, E ro la  should jo in  Health M in
ister Monique Begin in defending consumer in 
terests in the battle over hospital user fees and 
extra b illing  by doctors, Roman said.

“ We need someone to do as much for con
sumers as A gricu ltu re  M inister Eugene Whe
lan did for fa rm ers.”

Erola, who won high praise from  the busi
ness com m unity when she was mines m inister, 
faces several controversia l issues, many o f 
them long-standing, in  her new job.

The government has promised for years to 
bring in a competition b ill because of per
ceived inadequacies w ith  cu rren t anti-com 
bines legislation.

But the apparent pro-business stance o f the 
governm ent and a vigorous business lobby 
could once again postpone introduction of that 
bill.

The “ m etric  mess,”  as Scott calls it, is an
other part o f E ro la ’s inheritance.

Specifically, Erola w ill have to decide wheth
er to lay charges against a group of Conserva
tive MPs operating an imperial-measure gas 
station since January in contravention of the 
metric-only law.

N.B. Liberal leader resigns
C A R A Q U E T , N .B . 

(CP) — Doug Young re
signed Monday as New 
Brunswick Liberal lead
er, opening a new chap
te r for a pa rty  out of 
power in the province 
for 13 years.

He tendered his resig
nation to the caucus and 
the party executive at a 
m ee ting  in  C a raq u e t 
w h ich  appo in ted  Ray 
Frenette, member o f the 
legislature for Moncton 
East, as in te rim  leader

L ib e ra ls  have ru led  
out a leadership conven
tion this year.

Young, a 42-year-old 
b ilingua l law yer from  
Tracadie in the Acadian 
northeast, was elected 
leader in February, 1982, 
on a first-ba llo t v ictory 
over three other candi
dates. in c lu d in g  F re 
nette

After saying any lead
er whose pa rty  is de
feated at the polls should 
s te p  d o w n . Y o u n g  
affirm ed his intention to 
resign a fte r Prem ier R i
chard H a tf ie ld ’s P ro 
gressive Conservatives 
won a fo u rth  s tra ig h t 
term last fa ll.

F irs t e lected to the 
le g is la tu r e  in  1978. 
Young says he w ill re

ta in his seat He has not 
ruled out try ing to win 
back the leadership.

F rene tte , who came 
th ird  against Young in 
1982, was not im mediate
ly  clear on whether he 
w ill consider running in 
the next convention.

The party apparently 
is in no rush to hold the 
c o n v e n t io n .  M o r r is  
G re e n , m e m b e r  fo r  
Southwest M ira m ic h i, 
said the party is not in

crisis and can afford to 
take its time. Young re
cently speculated the ex
ecutive may hold o ff on 
the convention until 1985.

Hatfield swept the L ib 
e ra l g o v e rn m e n t  o f  
Louis Robichaud from  
office in 1970 and beat 
three successive L ibera l 
leaders in the eleciions 
of 1974. 1978 and 1982.

Young took the worst 
beating, hanging on to 
onlv 18 o f the 28 seats

won by Liberals in 1978 
under Joe Daigle.

“ He’s an artis t at po li
t ica l su rv iva l,”  Young 
said o f Hatfield during 
the campaign.

“ T h a t ’ s the  s in g le  
most d iff ic u lt th ing to 
cope w ith .”

Conservatives have 39 
seats in the 58-seat legis
la tu re , w ith  L ib e ra ls  
holding 18 and the NDP
one.

D o m e s tic  a u to  ta s k  fo rc e  
g e ts  re s p o n s e  fro m  g o v 't

OTTAWA (C P i — The government 
responded p o s itiv e ly  M onday to 
some o f the less complex and less 
contentious requests o f a domestic 
auto industry  task force but le ft 
some thornier issues, such as Cana
dian content, up in the a ir.

Industry M in ister Ed Lumley said 
in a news release the government 
w ill establish an automotive council 
and issue an annual report on the 
state o f the industry. Both actions 
were recommended by the industry 
task force.

Although the make-up o f the coun
c il has not been decided, the task 
force which reported last spring had 
asked that the council include repre
sentation from the auto and related

industries, w ith the government as 
an ex-officio member.

The council would review the m in 
is te r’s annual repo rt, auto trade  
agreements, industry performance 
and government policies.

Lum ley also said the government 
w ill work with the auto parts indus
try  on ways to boost auto parts pro
duction through jo in t ventures, the 
acquistion o f new technology and in 
creased productiv ity.

However, the government rejected 
the c a ll fo r estab lishm ent o f an 
office o f automotive affa irs w ith in  
government.

“ We are not convinced there is a 
dem onstra ted  need fo r such an 
office at this stage." Lumley said.

Gregoire 
keeps job

QUEBEC (CP) -  Pre
m ie r  Rene Levesque 
says he w ill not call the 
Quebec national asembly 
into special session to 
force the resignation of 
Gilles Gregoire, the for
m e r P a r t i Quebecois 
back-bencher convicted 
June 17 on sexual immo
ra lity  charges.

Levesque m ade the 
comment in a letter to 
L ib e ra l m em ber H er
m an n  M a th ie u ,  who 
com pla ined two weeks 
ago that Gregoire’s r id 
ing of Frontenac, which 
is adjacent to Mathieu’s 
Beauce-Sud rid ing, was 
s u f fe r in g  because  i t  
d idn ’t have an active as
sembly member.

A copy o f Levesque’s 
reply was made public 
Monday.

Gregoire has refused 
to resign, although he 
le ft the PQ caucus and 
is listed as an independ
ent. He’s now serving 
his sentence at Orsain- 
v ille  ja i l  near Quebec 
City.

Mathieu had sought a 
special sitting  to amend 
a which allows a mem
ber to re ta in  his seat 
unless conv ic ted  o f a 
crim ina l offence ca rry
ing a penalty o f more 
than two years.

Gregoire was sentenc
ed to two years less a 
day on seven charges o f 
sexual im m ora lity  under 
the Juvenile Delinquents 
Act for sexual activities 
w ith  minors.

Borowski 
has doubts 
about poll

W IN N IP E G  (CP) -  
A n ti-abortion  crusader 
Joe Borowski said Mon
day he’s not dismayed 
by the results o f a Gal
lup poll that suggests 82 
per cent o f Canadians 
th in k  abortions should 
remain legal.

Borowski said the poll 
results don’t reflect the 
be lie fs  o f m ost Cana
dians.

B o row sk i, a fo rm er 
New Democratic Party 
cabinet m in ister who has 
led the fight against a 
Winnipeg abortion clinic, 
s a id  th e  p o ll r e s u lt  
w ou ldn ’ t be im portan t 
even i f  it were accurate.

“ I am not prepared to 
impose cap ita l punish
ment on the unborn on 
the basis o f a Gallup poll 
or the views o f the popu
la tion ," he said in an in
terview.

Abortions are legal in 
Canada only at hospit
als, a fter approval by an 
abortion com m ittee o f 
doctors.

QUEBEC MEMBERS

DENIES LOBBYING FOR JOB

Ostry upset at press allegations
OTTAWA (C P )-— Bernard Ostry de

nies that he lobbied for the federal com
m unications adviser job tha t enabled 
him  to jo in  his w ife Sylvia in Paris in 
early 1980.

Ostry, then deputy federal comm unica
tions m in is ter and now deputy m in ister 
of trade and industry for Ontario, says 
he was asked by his m in is ter, David 
MacDonald o f the short-lived Progres
sive Conservative government, to go to 
Paris as special adviser on comm unica

tions, technology and culture.
Ostry termed "fa lse  and . . .in jurious 

to his reputation”  a portion o f a Cana
dian Press story last Thursday which 
said he had lobbied for the job  and that 
P rim e  M in is te r Trudeau sent him  to 
Paris a fte r the re-election o f a L ibera l 
government.

The story was based on in form ation 
from  governm ent and o the r sources 
gathered and w ritten  in early 1980.

David MacDonald is quoted as saying

MPs deny tax evas io n
O TTAW A (C P ) -  A 

handful o f federal cabi
net m in isters and MPs 
from  Quebec anxiously 
denied reports Monday 
th e y ’ re  d o d g in g  the  
province’s income taxes, 
the highest in the coun
t r y  fo r  upper incom e 
earners.

The Quebec Revenue 
Departm ent says 20 L ib
e ra l po litic ians from  the 
p rov ince  are c la im in g  
O tta w a  as th e ir  p e r
manent home and pay
ing lower Ontario taxes. 
Most o f the 20 were not 
re tu rn ing  telephone calls 
Monday.

Le tte rs  were sent to 
them ea rlie r this month 
warning that Quebec F i
nance M in is ter Jacques 
Parizeau plans to make 
public the names o f fed
era l po litic ians who did 
not file  Quebec income 
tax returns for 1982. A 
copy o f the le tte r, signed 
by departm ent o ffic ia l 
G a b r ie l  C o te , w as 
obtained by the French- 
language Montreal da ily 
La Presse.

M os t M Ps fro m  a ll 
p a r ts  o f  the  c o u n try  
m ainta in  apartm ents in 
O ttawa, but keep per
manent homes in the ir 
rid ings, both for po litica l 
reasons and so as not to 
d is ru p t th e ir  fa m ilie s . 
But the Quebec govern
m en t says some MPs 
are c la im ing  the ir apart
ments as permanent re
sidences, a v io la tion of 
tax laws.

A spokesman for Com
m u n ic a t io n s  M in is te r  
F ra n c is  Fox sa id  the 
m in is ter rents an apart
ment in Ottawa, but his 
p e rm a n e n t  h o m e  is 
north o f M ontreal. Fox 
has always paid Quebec 
incom e ta x , in c lu d in g  
1982, said assistant Jean- 
Francois Thibault.

S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  
Serge Joya l also rents 
an O ttaw a apa rtm ent, 
but owns a home in Que
bec C ity  and pays Que
bec ta x e s , h is  o ff ic e  
said.

Labor M in ister Andre 
O ue lle t live s  w ith  his 
fa m ily  in Ottawa and no 
longer has a home in his 
P a p in e a u  r id in g ,  his 
office said. It  was not 
known where he mailed 
his tax return.

G o v e rn m e n t House 
Leader Yvon P inard sold 
h is  D ru m m o n d v i l le ,  
Que., home when he be
came a cabinet m in ister 
in 1980 and then bought 
a home in Ottawa near 
the Rideau Canal. His 
office s ta ff did not know 
where P inard  file s  his 
income tax returns.

then that he had thought up the special 
Paris job fo r Ostry and “ Bernie was 
quite keen on i t . ”

Ostry says it  was L ibera l Communica
tions M in is ter Francis Fox who followed 
through on the MacDonald idea.

Sylvia O stry  is return ing to a tempo
ra ry  job in the prim e m in is te r’s office, 
pending a perm anent senior appoint
ment, a fte r three years as ch ie f econo
mist fo r the Organization o f Economic 
Co-operation and Development.

PETER PRICE

New or used cars & trucks 
were dealing hot A heavy 
right now drop in and see 
me today tor your 1983 Pon
tiac, Buick or GMC Truck

SCHULTZ
Pontiac Buick Lid. 
1111 Central St. 

563-0271
DLN 5454

A s p o k e s m a n  fo r  
P rim e  M in ister Trudeau, 
w h o  re p re s e n ts  th e  
M o n t r e a l  r id in g  o f  
Mount Royal, said there 
was no way of knowing 
where Trudeau files his 
income tax because it is 
confidentia l inform ation. 
Besides the government- 
provided home at 24 Sus
sex Dr., Trudeau owns 
an ornate but unoccu
pied house in Montreal.

O ne L ib e ra l b a c k 
bencher, Henri Tousig- 
nant, said he was sim ply 
la te in filin g  his return. 
But Tousignant, MP for

Temiscamingue, said he 
m ight move to Ontario 
when he leaves politics. 
“ T h e re ’s less troub le  
there, and it costs less," 
he said.

Another back-bencher, 
Alexander Cyr, said he 
was an Ontario resident 
at the tim e o f his firs t 
nomination and election 
in 1965 and has been 
ever since. The MP for 
Gaspe said he has abso
lutely nothing to do with 
the services provided by 
the Quebec government, 
and the re fo re  sees no 
reason why he should

pay  taxes  to  Quebec 
C ity.

Parizeau’s said in his 
le tte r he would give the 
MPs 90 days to provide 
e x p la n a t io n s ,  a f t e r  
w h ich  the  p o lit ic ia n s  
would face penalities

Among o ther Quebec 
politicians said to have 
received the le tte r is F i
sheries M in is te r Pierre 
De Bane, who provided 
a home address in fash
ionab le  R o c k c li lfe  to 
both the parliam entary 
g u id e  and  C a n a d ia n  
Who’s Who.

Pierre Cardin  
Interior Suit Sale 
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