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Slave Day

C l i f f  M a r c e l  t r i p s  th e  l i g h t  ( a n d  r e a l l y )  f a n t a s t ic  
w i t h  te a c h e r  J o h n  G la s s  d u r in g  T h u r s d a y ’ s  S la v e  
D a y  a t  J o h n  M c ln n is  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l.  T h e  s tu 
d e n ts  r a is e d  $207.90 f o r  th e  U n i te d  W a y  t h r o u g h  
t h e i r  S la v e  A u c t io n  W e d n e s d a y .  T h u r s d a y  th e  h ig h  
b id d e r s  h a d  t h e i r  s la v e s  d r e s s  in  o d d  c o s tu m e s ;  r o l l  
e g g s  d o w n  c o r r id o r s ,  u s in g  t h e i r  n o s e s  t o  p u s h  
th e m ;  h a d  t h e m  d a n c e ,  w a s h  c a r s  a n d  c le a n  lo c k 
e r s .  T o d a y  a  p ie  t h r o w  is  s c h e d u le d ,  w i t h  d is o b e 
d ie n t  s la v e s  o r  m e a n  m a s te r s  a s  ta r g e ts .

R E G I O N A L  P A R K ?

Farm plans in limbo
A move to c rea te  a  re

gional park a t the Huble 
F arm  in Giscom e Por
tage was approved una
nimously by the Fraser- 
F o rt G eo rg e  R egional 
D istric t a t  its re g u la r 
board m eeting Thursday 
in Mackenzie.

T he d ec is io n  p u ts  a 
h a lt  to  p la n s  by  the  
Prince George heritage 
advisory co m m ittee  to 
r e lo c a te  th e  h is to r ic  
fa rm h o u se  to th e  Old 
F ort b rew ery  property 
and resto re  it there  as 
an historic building and 
visitor inform ation cen
tre.

It also m eans a $45,000 
grant approved recently 
by B.C. H eritage Trust 
to cover about h a lf the 
project cost will rem ain 
in limbo.

Director J im  Scott of 
Sum m it Lake, one of two 
regional d is tric t d irec
tors who have lobbied to 
have the fa rm  restored 
on i ts  o r ig in a l  s i te ,  
greeted the news enthu
siastically.

“ T here’s a  lot of work 
cut out for us. . .we’re 
raring  to go .”

Scott and Salmon Val
ley d irector Henry Chris
tensen w ere instrum en
ta l in co -o rd in a tin g  a 
move by Sum m it Lake 
and Salm on Valley re 
sidents to oppose reloca
tion of the Huble farm 
house, which dates back 
to the tu rn  of the centu
ry as a trad ing  post and 
focal point of the Gis
come Portage  T rail be
tween the F ra se r River 
and Sum m it Lake.

A bout 300 re s id e n ts

s i g n e d  a p e t i t i o n  
opposed to the plan and 
earlie r th is week form ed 
a group to preserve the 
historic site.

The group will m eet 
W ednesday to form ally 
apply for s ta tus under 
the  B.C. Societies Act 
and to lay plans to stabl- 
ize the building for win
ter, Scott stated.

The farm house has de
terio rated  and is in dan
ger of collapsing if  steps 
a ren ’t taken soon to pre
serve it.

Regional district p lan
ner Derek T rim m er said 
all p a rtie s  involved in 
the Huble farm  will be 
informed of the bo ard ’s 
decision and work will 
s ta r t  to p rep are  a de
tailed proposal for devel
opm ent of the regional 
park.

The regional d is tric t 
will s ta r t  nego tia tions 
w ith  th e  M in is try  of 
A g r ic u ltu re  to  e i th e r  
lease the 10 to 15-acre 
site or have have it dedi
cated  for regional park 
purposes. The develop
m ent plan may form  the 
basis for a future g ran t 
application to B.C. H erit
age T rust to help defray 
the cost of the project, 
T rim m er added.

The $45,000 g ran t re
ceived by the h e ritag e  
ad v iso ry  co m m ittee  is 
specifically for re locat
ing the farm house to the 
brew ery site and can ’t 
be used for any o ther 
purpose.

" I  don’t know if we 
(reg ional d is tr ic t)  will 
apply for a g ran t, per
haps the new society will

a p p ly  o r  i t  m ay  go 
through the heritage ad 
visory com m ittee. . .it’s 
something th at will have 
to  be d e te rm in e d  a s  
plans proceed.”

Monica Becott, cha ir
m an of the heritage ad 
v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e ,  
greeted the news optim 
istically.

“ I’d have to say I’m 
very happy. A heritage 
building is only valuable 
if it stays where its her
itage is, if you move it 
what you have then is a 
D isneyland concept of 
heritage.”

Becott said she is hap
py people took an in te r
est in the project and 
encouraged the regional 
d istrict to m ake its deci
sion.

She po in ted  out the 
com m ittee has been try 
ing to do something to 
preserve the Huble farm

for a num ber of years 
but w as to ta lly  f r u s 
trated  until the Old Fort 
brew ery proposal cam e 
forward.

“ I t  w a s  o u r  l a s t  
chance.”

Becott term ed the re
gional d istric t m ove a 
lo n g - ra n g e  p lan  th a t  
could prove expensive, 
but agreed it could also 
work out well for every
one concerned.
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by JO H N  SP IL K E R  
S ta ff  rep o rte r

A Crown witness told a 
Supreme C ourt jury in 
Prince G eorge Thursday 
Maurice B ernard  threw  
away his knife moments 
before he w as shot to 
death in a rem ote cabin 
Aug. 21, 1982.

Blaine Job in , 20. told 
t h e  c o u r t  B e r n a r d  
dropped the weapon af
te r  being ordered two or 
th ree  tim es by a m an 
who was try ing  to place 
Bernard and Jobin under 
c it iz e n ’s a r r e s t .  B oth  
men were escapees from  
a m in im u m - s e c u r i t y  
prison in Alberta.

But du ring  cross ex 
amination, Jobin agreed 
he had changed some of 
his testim ony from the 
prelim inary trial e arlie r 
this year.

M ark D o y le , 28, of 
F o rt St. J a m e s  is on 
tria l for the  second-de- 
gree m urder of Bernard, 
an 18-year-old resident 
of B arrhead. Alta., who 
died in a T akla  L ake 
cabin, about 160 m iles 
n o rth w est o f Fo rt S t. 
Jam es.

B e rn a rd  and  J o b in  
lived in the  cabin w ith
out the permission of the 
Victoria ow ner for about 
three weeks before the 
incident. Jobin  said he 
had broken into the c a 
bins of Doyle and the 
two other m en who tried  
to  m ake th e  c it iz e n ’s 
a rre st — E d Stremecki 
and Robert Swanson.

Jobin a lso testified he 
and B ernard  stole knifes 
and a rifle from a n e a r
by trading post. Howev
er, the gun was not in 
the cabin a t the tim e of 
the shooting.

Jobin sa id  his foste r 
father lived in the T akla 
Lake a rea  and he was 
fam iliar w ith all the peo
ple he robbed. He said 
he returned to the a rea  
because he and B ernard 
wanted to build cabins 
and hunt and  trap for a 
living.

The n ight before the 
shooting, Jobin  said they 
entered Strem ecki’s c ab 
in, but w ere  scared off 
when they realized the 
cab in  o w n e r ’s in -law s 
w e re  s le e p in g  th e r e .  
E arlie r, Strem ecki te s 
tified his father-in-law  
was recovering from a 
heart a tta ck  and could 
have suffered a relapse 
if he had seen the two 
prowlers.
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Doyle, Strem ecki and 
Swanson tried  to cap tu re  
the two escapees when 
they learned where the 
were hiding.

Jobin told court that 
Doyle tied him up first 
and then was handed a 
rifle.

“ M ark  (D oyle) told 
M au rice  (B e rn a rd )  to 
throw down his knife,” 
Jobin testified.

B e r n a r d  th re w  th e  
knife onto a nearby bed, 
Jobin ad d ed , and told 
Doyle m om ents la te r, “ I 
hope you know the (m a r
tial) a r t(s ). . .M aurice 
slowly sta rted  to move 
to w a rd s  M a rk . M a rk  
fired and shot M aurice.”

Job in  told the c o u rt 
the victim  straightened 
up a fte r being shot and 
said to Doyle, “ you m u r
dered m e,” and then 
dropped to the floor.

“ M ark pointed the ri
fle a t me and took me 
ou tside,” Jobin con tin 
ued. “ I was crying and 
yelling a t M ark, ‘why 
did you have to shoot 
him? For God sakes he 
was only 18 years old, 
check if he’s dead, he 
can’t be dead .”

But during the cross 
e x a m in a tio n , d e fe n c e  
law yer Paul Pakenham  
told Jobin his trial tes ti
mony differed with what 
he gave a t the prelim i
nary tria l — especially 
on th e  s e q u e n c e  o f 
events in the cabin and 
the am ount of liquor the 
two escapees drank  the 
night before the shoot-
mt

’akenham  then asked

Jobin if he liked Doyle.
“ Nobody likes anyone 

a fte r they’ve shot your 
friend ,” Jobin said.

In e a rlie r  testim ony, 
Swanson said the victim  
w as th rea ten ing  Doyle 
w ith a knife m om ents 
before the shooting.

R obert F redrick  of the 
F o rt St. Ja m e s  RCMP 
told the court he was the 
only  police  o ffice r on 
duty tne m orning of the 
shooting. He said he re 
ceived a call from S tre
m e c k i’s w ife a t 10:30 
a .m ., ind ica ting  th e re  
w as trouble a t the re 
m ote cabin. However, he 
told co urt he co u ld n 't 
leav e  im m ed ia te ly  for 
the  cabin w ithout p e r
mission from  his super
iors in P rin ce  George. 
“ We can ’t ju st take off 
and  abaondon the v il
lage ,” he said.

F re d r ic k  a r r iv e d  a t 
the cabin in the RCMP 
float plane from  Prince 
G eorge  a t ab o u t 2:15 
p .m .  T h e  s h o o t i n g  
occured before 11 a.m . 
He said the road to the 
cabin a rea  was in poor 
co nd ition  an d  u su a lly  
took about 2Vi to three 
hours to drive.

He also told the court 
eight com plaints of theft 
and break-ins in the re 
m ote vacation a rea  were 
r e p o r t e d  b e f o re  th e  
shooting.

“ We don’t have regu
la r  patrols in that a re a ,” 
he testified. “ We have to 
a sse ss  each  individual 
case  and go by its m er
its .”

The trial continues.

R iver run set
Northwest Brigade Canoe Club m em bers intend 

to paddle the Nechako R iver Saturday from Miw
orth to Prince George, cleaning the riverbanks 
along the way in honor of B.C. Rivers Day.

Sunday the actual observance will be from 1 
p.m ., when a m ass river run sta rts  from Howie’s 
M arine, heading to Fort George Park.

It is to is feature  all types of craft, from rafts 
to kayaks, power boats and seaplanes. P artic i
pants must wear life jackets and use sturdy craft.

From  2 p.m. Sunday, various river-oriented 
activities will be dem onstrated at the park by re 
presentatives of several organizations: fishermen, 
environm entalists, canoeists and search-and-res- 
cue units.

An environm ent m inistry spokesman said no 
other groups have informed officials of activities.
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G O V ' T  E M P L O Y E E S

Talks
C itizen  news services 

VANCOUVER -  Negotiations 
between the provincial govern
ment and two m ajor components 
o f the B .C . G o vernm en t E m 
ployees’ Union have broken off 
because of a lack of progress in 
bargaining but strike  action is not 
im m in en t, union le a d e rs  sa id  
Thursday.

The m ediators involved in the 
bargaining have been asked by 
the union to book out of the dis-

off
p u tes , sa id  un ion sp o k esm an  
George Ream sbottom .

The negotia tions covered the 
11,000-m em ber a d m in is tra t iv e  
se rv ice s  group  and the  4,000- 
m em ber hospital and allied work
ers com ponent, which have voted 
80.6 p e r cent in favor of strike 
action and a re  in a legal strike 
position.

T here is no im m ediate th rea t of 
a strike  or o ther job action, said 
R eam sbottom .

broken
U N IT E D  W A Y

Pretty Ritzy
Prince George United Way will kick off its 1983 

cam paign with the style of the 1920s, 30s and 40s 
’ during its Putting On The Ritz event.

The event, to be held Oct. 1 a t the  Civic Centre, 
will feature flapper styles, ballroon gowns, black 
and white tails and tuxedos worn by participants 
dancing the charleston, jitterbug, jazz and ball
room num bers.

THe Old Smoothies band, offering Big Band 
sounds, will feature lead singer Alicia Forrester, 
but rock and roll will also play a part.

Tickets, by advance only, a re  $5 single and 
available a t Harmony Sound, Sol Lunas, The 
Skillery and United Way’s new office donated by 
Vienna Schnitzel a t 1854 Third Ave.

The goal for the annual October campaign is 
$250,000, which is divided am ong 17 m em ber 
agencies here that serve the sick , handicapped, 
blind, crippled and those in crisis.

Commission 
for parkland 
urged here

by BOB M IL L E R  
S ta ff rep o rte r 

i Creation of a parks com m ission to adm inister 
funds and prom ote park  development in Prince 
George is urged by the c ity ’s riv e rs  committee in 
its final report to council.

The report, which is the product of numerous 
com m ittee m eetings and seven public hearings 
during the past 11 months, is expected to be pre
sented to council Monday.

The com m ittee was formed in October, 1982, to 
study the F ra se r  and Nechako R iver valleys, find 
ways to reduce land-use conflicts and recom mend 
a land-use plan recognizing the economic, resi
dential, recreational and aesthetic  values of the 
two river corridors.

A stronger focus for park  planning, acquisition, 
developm ent and m aintenance is required, the 
com m m ittee noted in the first, and  most m ajor of 
five recom m endations contained in the report.

It pointed out the parks function at present is 
shared  among three different bodies — the public 
works departm ent, the planning departm ent and 
the civic properties and recreation  commission — 
all co-orainated through the c ity ’s park planning 
unit.

“ While the good intentions of these departm ents 
' a re  not questioned, the com m ittee does not be

lieve the present structure  is conducive to a 
strong park function.”

Creation of a parks comm ission would allow the 
civic properties and recreation  commission to 
concentrate on program m ing recreation  facilities 
and the public works departm en t to drop its pe
ripheral activities.

Membership outlined
However, the com m ittee points out another le

vel of bureaucracy should not be established. In
stead, the commission should d raw  its m em bers 
from  existing city  s ta f f  and those appointed 
should not receive rem uneration.

It suggests a commission m ade up of a council 
m em ber, one each from  planning and public 
works departm ents, a m em ber from the civic 
properties and recreation commission and four 
m em bers from the public.

O ther recom m endations:
•  The city establish a fund to acquire and devel

op riverfront am enities and encourage the sup
port of senior governm ent, serv ice  organizations 
and charitab le  foundations.

•  The city adopt a bylaw prohibiting train  whis
tles on the CN line between the F ra se r River and 
the western boundary of the city limits.

•  The city and CN assum e responsibility for 
construction of an earth  berm  north of Stirling 
E sta tes subdivision between Ospika Boulevard 
and the CN line.

•  The c ity ’s noise control bylaw  be amended to 
include decibel levels as a b e tte r  m eans to 
enforce the bylaw.

The last th ree  recom m endations have already
been brought to council’s attention this year.*1 kj . i

City adm inistration is considering the pros and 
cons of incorporating decibel levels in the noise 
bylaw, the e a rth  berm  is under construction and 
the c ity ’s anti-whistling bylaw is being considered 
by the Canadian T ransport Commission.

Perhaps the most startling  suggestions con
tained in the report deal with g ravel removal and 
industrial developm ent — a subject that to a 
large  degree was responsible for creation of the 
rivers com m ittee from the start.

M ore recommendations
“ While the com m ittee recognizes the concerns 

of the petitioners, it could not agree  that the ex 
traction  of aggregates and future industrial devel
opm ent should be ruled out south of the Nechako 
R iver."

Until sewage and w ater serv ices are extended 
to the a rea , industrial development should be 
ruled out, the report says, but sand and gravel 
mining should be allowed subject to the following 
conditions:

•  A berm  be constructed, landscaped and suffic
iently treed to elim inate noise.

•  The $5,000 bond deposited by gravel pit opera
tors be increased to $25,000 to ensure the land is 
rehabilitated.

•  Sand and gravel deposits on the west bank of 
the F ra se r R iver south of College Heights be 
mined provided a proper berm is constructed and 
a 70-metre (200-foot) buffer zone is retained be
tween the operation and residential or w aterfront 
areas.

•  Ongoing rehabilitation and monitoring be done 
on gravel-extraction operations.

On the issue of p reserv ing  riverbanks and 
escarpm ents the report has recom m ended bylaw 
to establish a  30-metre setback for construction 
on the cutbanks; a 70-metre greenbelt buffer be
tween residential and industrial users on opposite 
sides of a river, and where industry has removed 
trees and cover along riverfront that it be encour
aged to replant and landscape.

In the a rea  of comm ercial developm ent, it has 
called for a study to locate a com m ercial cam p
ground on o r near Cottonwood Island; that land 
west of the Highway 97 bridge be set aside for a 
tourist hotel with waterfront se tting  and the city 
encourage developm ent of several re stau ran ts 
along the F ra se r  and Nechako Rivers.

Witness recalls 
death of friend


