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Show your style w ith a Merit designer kitchen 
SelecjL&SgP Merit’s trad itiona l oak series or 

,^ ^ £ iir t? i i^ )O ia ry  European 2000 series.
M erit. Style you can ca ll your own.

. . r*a complete planning, design, 
' * * * * "  insta lla tion and renovation service.

sentence
increased

VANCOUVER (CP) -  
T h e  B .C . C o u r t  o f  
Appeal, say ing  th a t a 
sentence o f  150 hours 
com m unity work and a 
$3,000 fine  was inade­
quate fo r conspiring to 
t r a f f ic  in  m a r iju a n a , 
sen t a fo rm e r  b la c k ­
s m ith  to  j a i l  fo r  2'/z 
years Thursday.

The court imposed the 
s tiffe r sentence on A llan 
L loyd  Ferguson, 35, o f 
Chase. He is identified 
as the leader o f a m ari- 
ju a n a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
scheme operating in the 
Kamloops area between 
M a y  and S e p te m b e r, 
1981.

The court said the sen­
tence imposed by a pro­
v inc ia l court judge was 
not a f it  one given the 
c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f the 
case.

A y o u n g e r b ro th e r, 
N orm an B ruce  F e rgu ­
son, also pleaded gu ilty  
in provincia l court. He 
was fined $2,500 and g iv­
en two years probation.

The C row n d id  not 
appeal his sentence, and 
the court said that while 
the defence conceded 
there had been an equal 
sp lit o f pro fits  between 
the b ro th e rs , N orm an 
was less involved than 
Allan.

A th ird  man, W illiam  
Charles Lunn, 27, was 
convicted by a county 
court ju ry  and sentenced 
to two years less a day. 
His appeal o f that sen­
tence was denied.

P r io r  to his involve­
ment in the conspiracy, 
Lunn had been a school 
teacher in Kamloops and 
ran a program  described 
as s im ila r to the Out­
ward Bound School.

A fte r his a rres t, but 
before his im prisonm ent, 
he worked as a special 
program  teacher fo r the 
Yukon governm ent for 
three months.

Papers' fate 
set today?

N E W  W E S T M IN ­
STER, B.C. IC P ) -  The 
fate o f the 122-year-old 
New W e s tm in s te r Co­
lum bian and five weekly 
newspapers could be de­
cided today at a meeting 
o f a new ly  appoin ted 
board o f inspectors re­
presenting cred ito rs  o f 
the d a ily  new spaper’s 
bankrupt parent compa­
ny.

The only ce rta in ty  as 
o f Thursday was tha t 
The Columbian w ill pub­
lish  today, bankruptcy 
trustee Don Selman, o f 
Peat M arw ick Ltd., said 
Thursday’ a fte r a meet­
ing o f secured and unse­
cured c re d ito rs  o f the 
paper.

T he  c r e d ito r s  c o n ­
firm e d  the com pany’s 
bankruptcy, as declared 
in a B.C. Supreme Court 
action three weeks ago 
when it  was determined 
the company had failed 
to a tta in  c e rta in  p e r­
fo rm ance  ta rg e ts .
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J u r y  h e a r s  t a l e  o f  b i z a r r e  a c t s

S y n o p s i s

Central In te r io r : To­
day m a in ly  c loudy. A 
few showers and isolated 
showers. Highs 6 to 9. 
T o n ig h t  c lo u d y  w ith  
clear periods. Lows 1 to 
— 3. S a tu rd a y  c lo u d y  
w ith  sunny periods in 
the m orning. In te rm it­
tent ra in beginning late 
in the day. Highs 6 to 9. 
P robability  o f preciqita- 
tion 60 per cent today, 30 
tonight and 60 Saturday.

Chilcotin Cariboo: To­
day cloudy w ith  a few 
sunny periods. A few 
show ers and iso la ted  
thundershowers. Highs 8 
to  10. T o n ig h t c loudy 
w ith  c lear periods, lows 
2 to —2. Saturday main­
ly  cloudy. In te rm itte n t 
ra in  beg inn ing  in  the 
afternoon. Highs 8 to 10. 
P robability  of precip ita­
tion 60 per cent today. 30 
tonight and 60 Saturday.

Thompson, Okanagan: 
Today cloudy w ith  sunny 
periods. A few showers 
and iso la ted  th u n d e r­
showers. Highs 12 to 14. 
Tonight cloudy w ith  a 
few clear periods. Lows 
1 to 4. Saturday mainly 
cloudy. In te rm itten t rain 
beginning in the after­
noon. H ighs 12 to 14. 
P robability  o f precip ita­
tion 40 per cent today. 20 
tonight and 70 Saturday.

Columbia, Kootenay: 
T oday  m o s tly  c lo u d y  
w ith occasional showers. 
Isolated thundershowers. 
Highs 8 to 11. Tonight 
m ain ly cloudy w ith  iso­
lated showers. Lows 1 to 
3. Saturday cloudy with 
a few sunny periods in 
the m orning. In te rm it­
tent ra in  beginning late 
in the day. P robability  
o f p rec ip ita tion  60 per 
cent today, 30 ton ight 
and 60 Saturday.

G re a te r V a n co u ve r, 
lo w e r F ra s e r  V a lle y : 
Cloudy today w ith  a few 
afternoon sunny periods, 
highs 12 to 14. M a in ly  
cloudy tonight, lows 6 to 
8. C lo u d y  S a tu rd a y ,  
highs 13 to 15. P robabili­
ty  of precipitation 60 per 
cent today, 30 per cent 
tonight and 90 per cent 
Saturday.

Greater V ic to ria , east 
V a n c o u v e r  I s la n d :  
Cloudy today w ith  a few 
afternoon sunny periods, 
highs 11 to 13. M ain ly  
cloudy tonight, lows 6 to 
8. Rain Saturday, highs

13 to 15. P robability  of 
precip ita tion 60 per cent 
today, 30 per cent to­
n igh t and 90 per cent 
Saturday.

Howe Sound-Whistler, 
Sunshine Coast: Cloudy 
today w ith  a few a fte r­
noon s u n n y  p e rio d s , 
highs 11 to  13. M ain ly  
cloudy tonight, lows 5 to 
7. C lo u d y  S a tu rd a y , 
highs 12 to 14. Probabili­
ty o f precipitation 60 per 
cent today, 30 per cent 
tonight and 90 per cent 
Saturday.

W e s t V a n c o u v e r  
Is la n d : C loudy today 
w ith a few  sunny per­
iods , h ig h s  10 to  12. 
M ain ly  c loudy tonight, 
lows 6 to 8. Rain Satur­
d a y , h ig h s  12 to  14. 
P robab ility  of precipita­
tion 70 per cent today, 30 
per cent tonight and 100 
per cent Saturday.

T e m p e r a t u r e s
Vancouver
Victoria
Comox
Port Hardy
Prince Rupert
Stewart
Terrace
Penticton
Kamloops
Castlegar
Cranbrook
Revelstoke
Blue R iver
Puntzi Mountain
W illiam s Lake
Prince George
Mackenzie
Fort St. John
Fort Nelson
Dease Lake
Peace R ive r
Whitehorse
Dawson C ity
Yellowknife
Inuvik
Resolute Bay
Eureka
Alert
Cambridge B a y
Calgary
Edmonton
Lethbridge
Medicine Hat
Swift Current
Regina
Saskatoon
Prince Albert
North Battleford
Winnipeg
Brandon
Churchill
The Pas
Kenora
Thunder Bay
North Bay
Toronto
Ottawa
Montreal
Fredericton
Charlottetown
Halifax
St. John's, Nfld.
Seattle
Spokane
Portland
San Francisco
Los Angeles
Las Vegas
Reno
Phoenix
New York C ity 
Miami

by DON RAMSDEN
NEW WESTM INSTER, B.C. (CP) _  A 

shocking tale of devil possession combined 
with an Armageddon precoccupation and bi­
zarre acts was heard Thursday in the B.C. Su­
preme Court trial of a man accused of killing 
six members of his family in nearby Coquit­
lam.

The jury also heard testimony from a Van­
couver psychiatrist that he signed committal 
papers for Bruce Alfred Blackman, 23, one 
month before the slayings because he believed 
the accused was in a “ psychotic state.”  But 
the family resisted the idea.

Dr. Harvey Breen told the court that Black­
man’s sister, Roberta Davies, phoned breath­
lessly early Jan. 18, 1983, to say the family 
wanted Blackman committed and that he had 
a knife.

Less than two hours later, Blackman was 
being led away by police from the family 
home, telling an officer he was ‘‘possessed by 
the devil”  and had murdered his family, the 
court also was told.

Inside the blood-stained house and carport, 
horrified police were discovering the bullet- 
riddled and bludgeoned bodies of the six, de­
scribed in court as an extremely close and lov­
ing family.

Dead were Davies, 28, Blackman’s mother 
Irene, 49, father Richard, 50, younger brother
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Rick, 16, sister Karen Rhodes, 25, and brother- 
in-law John Davies, 39.

Much of Thursday’s testimony recounted 
Blackman’s drug-taking and his fixation the 
previous three months with the end of the 
world, the book of Revelations in the Bible and 
his belief that he was the anti-Christ, posses­
sed by the devil, and sometimes a female spir­
it he believed to be God.

Throughout the testimony, Blackman at 
times shook nervously, occasionally glancing 
at his psychiatric nurse. Other times he smiled 
at friends and relatives in the court.

Breen testified he first met Blackman Dec. 
16, 1982, when he was called to the Blackman 
home by Davies, who said the accused had 
been taking drugs heavily and had been 
engaged in bizarre rituals with body fluids.

When he arrived, the frightened Blackman 
was reading the book of Revelations, said 
Breen. Blackman “ appeared to be in a para­
noid, schizophrenic state,” he said, so he gave 
him an injection of a long-acting tranquillizer 
and oral tranquillizers for future use.

One week later, Blackman’s father reported 
his son appeared to have improved but in mid- 
January the accused was re-experiencing anxi­
ety and was digressing, said the psychiatrist. 
Blackman failed to turn up for an appointment 
on Jan. 16, two days before the slayings.

The court was also told by Blackman’s

friend, Terry Vermeulen, and brothel-in-law 
Curtis Rhodes, the husband of Karen, that the 
personality of the outgoing, activity-minded 
Blackman began to change in late October. 
1982.

Vermeulen, who lived most of that year with 
Blackman in a North Vancouver apartment 
until early December, told how Blackman be­
gan to act irrationally and dwell on the Bible.

Blackman thought he was getting personal 
messages from television newscasts, repeated­
ly predicted Armageddon and often became 
“ very depressed or laughed hysterically at 
things that weren’t funny,”  Vermeulen said.

Rhodes told the jurors Blackman often cited 
“ the big t*ang theory (in the book of Revela­
tions) when the two heavens collide.”

Blackman also took to wearing a headband 
that he called “ the crown of thorns that Jesus 
wore.”

Blackman also once blended a gruesome po­
tion for Karen Rhodes to drink. It included li­
quids and two pages of the Bible, Rhodes tes­
tified, although Karen did not know of its con­
tents when she had a sip and disgustedly spat 
it out.

Mr. Justice Lloyd McKenzie and the prosec- 
tution have said the sole issue in the case is 
whether Blackman, whom Rhodes said “conti­
nues to love his family,”  was sane at the time 
of the killings.

The trial is expected to go to the jury today.

VANCOUVER BLOCK

J a p a n  t e s t s  c a n c e r  t e s t
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VANCOUVER (CP) — A test which can detect 
lung cancer from  a blood sample, and was devel­
oped at the U niversity o f B ritish  Columbia, is 
being tested in Japan.

Quadra Logic Technologies Inc. has signed an 
agreem ent w ith Chugai Pharm aceutica l Co. Ltd. 
o f Tokyo, a diagnostic and pharm aceutica l com­
pany w ith  sales o f $500 m illion  a year worldwide.

I f  Chugai finds the detection procedure meets 
the rigorous medical standards required by the 
Japanese government, it w ill m arket and d is trib ­
ute the tests throughout that country.

The test was developed by Dr. Ju lia  Levy at the 
U n ive rs ity  o f B.C.

Quadra is a priva te  firm  engaged in biotechno­
logical research and development. The five  prin­
cipals are Levy, D r. John Brown, D r. James M ill­
e r, Dr. Tony Phillips, and Ronald MacKenzie.

A part from  MacKenzie, who is company presi­
dent, the others are UBC research scientists. 
M acKenzie is a V ic to ria  management consultant 
who specializes in public health adm in istra tion.

M acKenzie said the un ivers ity  w ill receive a 
roya lty  on future sales in return fo r releasing any 
c la im s on the technology, which was developed 
by the scientists while under contract w ith  the 
un ivers ity .

Under the agreement, Chugai would hold exclu­
sive righ ts  to develop, m anufacture and market 
the lung cancer test in Japan, w hile  Quadra w ill 
supply Chugai w ith a stock o f antigen, a chemical

keyed to react w ith fragments o f protein shed by 
lung cancer cells.

MacKenzie said Quadra w ill net 10 to 12 per 
cent o f total revenues derived from  sales of the 
test. He estimated total sales in Japan at $3 m il­
lion to $5 m illion a year.

Levy said she has been working on the lung 
cancer test for 14 years but had been unsuccess­
fu l in persuading the un ivers ity  to bring it to 
m arket.

Asked why some of the big pharmaceutical 
companies hadn’t developed s im ila r procedures, 
Levy said that in the com m ercia l field, tim e is 
im portant. “ They m ight not have been prepared 
to w a it so long.”

She said the scientists are developing other 
tests, including one for leukem ia, that Quadra 
hopes to market.

“ Eventually, we’re hoping QLT w ill become a 
research institu te,”  she said.

The two-year-old company o rig ina lly  was f i ­
nanced by money from the five partners. I t  is 
cu rren tly  attempting to issue shares worth $3.6 
m illion .

I t ' s  S i n c l a i r  C e n t r e
VANCOUVER (CP) — A downtown Van­

couver block in which four heritage build­
ings will be rebuilt at a cost of $40 million 
will be named Sinclair Centre in honor of 
former federal fisheries minister and re­
tired industrialist James Sinclair.

Public Works Canada announced Thurs­
day that Sinclair, 75, will attend a ceremony 
at the site on Nov. 14 at which Senator Jack 
Austin, minister of state for social develop­
ment, will officially name the block Sinclair 
Centre and the project will get under way.

S in c la ir is the father of Margaret 
Trudeau, estranged wife of Prime Minister 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau.

Sinclair, of West Vancouver, was an MP 
for 18 years, from 1940 to 1958. He was fi­
sheries minister from 1952 to 1958.

XSMNi Trinc t O to y t ^n c e ia h o a  for
Ind iv id u a l*  w ith  J ia n d iiv p t

UNRESERVED
AUCTION SALE

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19th, 1983 11:00 A.M. 

9630 MILWAUKEE WAY, PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 
(Danson Industria l S ite  - S outh o f BCR)

- Inside Sales Area 
• Indoor Storage
- Fenced Secured Compound

TAKING CONSIGNMENTS NOW!

561-2788
(a fter Hours) 563-0421

PRINCE GEORGE WHOLESALE 
A0T0 A0CTI0N LTD.

Correction
Please note the following changes to 
our “Canada Savings Days” flyer in 
Tuesday night’s paper:
On Page 1 - Blazers sizes 38 to 44 
will not be available.
On Page 15 -The regular prices were 
stated incorrectly. Items G and H 
should state Reg. $6.99 not $7.49. 
Item K should state Reg. $5.99 not 
$6.49.
Sears apologizes for any inconven­
ience this may have caused.

THE FORD STORE INTRODUCES . . .

F o r d  M u s t a n g  S V O

The Machine Speaks for Itself

FO R D

This exceptionally well-balanced, high-per- 
formance machine is a direct result of 
Ford's efforts in motorsports programs. SVO 
features many competition-tested com­
ponents and offers a blend of tractability 
and ride that belies its all-out performance 
capabilities.
•  2.3 litre EFI turbocharged engine with in­

tercooler and fuel octane selection capa­
bility

•  "Koni” gas-filled shock abosorbers, front 
and rear

•  Quick ratio power steering
•  P e r fo r m a n c e  s u s p e n s io n  s y s te m
•  Sport

Your Kitchen &  
Appliance Centre

1 7 5 0  Q u i n n  S t r e e t ,  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  5 6 4 - 2 2 3 5

Marijuana ----- th e  w e a th e r----- MURDER OF SIX FAMILY MEMBERS

"Have You Driven a Ford Lately?”


