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MADNESS DESCENDED QUICKLY, VIOLENTLY

Experts can't exp la in  w hy Blackman killed
VANCOUVER (CP) -  The mental disorder that 

drove a seemingly likeable young Coquitlam man to 
murder six members of his family is still a mystery 
to modern psychiatry.

When the killings occurred, and again when Bruce 
Blackman was tried, the Canadian Mental Health 
Association received a “ tremendous number" of 
call$ from friends and relatives of mentally ill peo­
ple worried they could be victims of violence.

“This indicated there are a lot of myths or misun­
derstandings that people are holding on to,” said 
Terry Gordon, assistant associate director of the 
association’s B.C. division.

Blackman wasn’t a typical schizophrenic, say doc­
tors. His madness descended quickly and violently.

Schizophrenia is an illness shrouded in myth and 
misunderstanding, they say, and is believed to be a 
range of mental illnesses grouped under one term.

Eight persons in 1.000, researchers say, develop it 
at some point.

Blackman, who earlier this month was found not 
quilty of the January deaths by reason of insanity, 
was diagnosed as a paranoid schizophrenic, one of 
four categories of schizophrenia.

Dr. Roy’ O’Shaughnessy, a psychiatrist who testif­

ied for the defence at Blackman's trial, declined to 
discuss the case specifically, but agreed to talk 
about schizophrenia.

“ It is not typical at all for a schizophrenic to be­
come violent,” he said.

O’Shaughnessy said the distinguishing characteris­
tics of the illness are senseless statements, delu­
sions, or paranoid beliefs. Schizophrenics also have 
grandiose thoughts, believe they have special pow­
ers, or that others are controlling their thoughts or 
behavior.

He said the illness can set in quickly or slowly.
When it sets in quickly it probably is a specific 

type of schizophrenia called schizophreniform, in 
which the person can reach a psychotic state in two 
days to two weeks.

“ In other cases it can start very insidiously and be 
protracted over a long period of time.”

The triggering of a schizophrenic episode probably 
is “ multi-factorial,” O’Shaughnessy said.

It is believed that persons who suffer from the ill­
ness probably have a biological predisposition to it. 
he said, but schizophrenic episodes can be brought 
on by the stress of personal conficts or social prob­
lems.

“ Part of the difficulty is that the person’s ability 
to judge if he is functioning normally is impaired. 
Often, he knows something is wrong, but he’s not 
sure if it’s him or his environment.

“ In many cases it (schizophrenia) can be con­
tained and treated," he said. “The chances of recov­
ery are good.”

Dr. Chuni Roy of Vancouver, who does extensive 
work in forensic psychiatry, said that although 
advances have been made in the treatment of schizo­
phrenia. it remains an obscure condition and more 
reasearch is needed.

“ It is one of the most serious forms of mental ill­
ness that causes an enormous amount of problems in 
the public health field,” he said.

“ I t ’s not just the patient alone who suffers, but the 
relatives as well.”

Roy said schizophrenia usually begins in early 
adulthood, but no single theory of its causes has 
gained complete acceptance within the scientific 
community.

One widely-held theory is that it is linked to vita­
min deficiency and other metabolic disturbances.

Others subscribe to a sociological theory or disor­

der of communication, and some have dismissed the 
existence of schizophrenia as a myth.

Researchers also have proposed that schizophrenia 
is genetically inherited.

Despite the fact that the cause of the illness is un­
known, Roy said, there have been significant 
advances in its treatment in the past 20 years.

Chemotherapy with various anti-psychotic agents 
is the accepted form of treatment for controlling the 
intensity of the condition, said Roy. although results 
vary, and there is no guarantee the condition won’t 
recur.

At Blackman's B.C. Supreme Court trial, witnesses 
testified that although he had no previous history of 
mental illness, his mental state began to deteriorate 
about four months before the killings.

He had already been prescribed anti-psychosis 
drugs, but a psychiatrist testified the Blackman fam­
ily would not consent to committing him to a mental 
institution.

On the rainy night of Jan 17. the 22-year-old killed 
six members of his family — his parents Irene and 
Richard Joseph Blackman; his brother-in-law. John 
Davies: his sisters. Roberta Davies and Karen 
Rhodes and his brother. Richard Blackman.
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A ld e rm a n  H a n s  T a a l s a y s :  
“ H o ld  th e  l in e  o n  ta x e s ! ”

D. HUDT
G. THERRIEN 
M. DAVIDSON
B. KETTLE 
Lynn ALMGREN 
Joan BIRKS 
Dimitri POJIDAEFF 
Edith HEAVYSIDE.
Gertrude AHORI ’
Wendy FLETCHER 
Harry MILLER 
Lilian STAMER 
Olive POJIDAEFF
C. RUSSELL 
Gayle McLEILAND 
Pearl FREEMAN 
Dick MARIOTTO 
John McKAY 
Anetta GAGON 
Analise CHQUETTE 
Cynthia MARTIN 
Jane GIRARD 
Raymond MOFFAT 
Shelley TONE 
Tracy SHANE 
Gordon STAFFORD 
R. GOODE
Philip FULKS 
Nora HEBERT 
Pat TOWNSEND 
Dieter GERDES 
Silvana MIAR 
Cathy TAYLOR 
Marion FUGLEM 
Tony HEINTZMAN
E.A. HENDERSON 
Astrid M. LANG 
Calvin JEFF
Vivian Pearl FREEMAN 
Shirley MUNZ 
Fern MAYER 
Gail FUGLEM 
Doris GALANDY .
Omar HASON 
Gladys GAGON 
Thomas Richard FREEMAN 
William McCORMICK 
Leslie GALANDY 
Corey BUS 
R. KEHLER 
Reginald FULKS 
Clarence TURNER 
Helen McKENZIE 
Elsie GERDES 
Ernest FREIMULLER 
Eva STAFFORD 
A. BAUER 
Philip GIRARD 
John HARRISON 
Heinz FUHRMANN 
Gloria THORPE 
Robert MARTIN 
Anne GALLIFORD 
Jaco BUS 
Albert SCHROETER 
A. CROSSON 
Jose GOMES 
Alvin MACHOLZ 
Erna FUHRMANN

D. SHORT Ken MARTIN Mrs. Ken MARTIN Gordie LARRETT Julius JOHNSON
A. JARVINEN Tom POWELL Roberta WHITE Sharon TARSIUK Susan HOATH
R. RAYNOR P. SINTICH Debbie THOMAS Sharon DAWN Brenda CHURCHILL
Brian D. BURNET Colin CALDWELL Alanna GULLACHER Ken HILDEBRANTDT Ray JUNSON
Lloyd FUGLEM Nancy TAYLOR Floreet FOUCHER Bruce MacKINNON Val DAEM
Gail TAKEDA Shirley BELLAMY M. DAVIDSON G.S. GREWAL Roy GROENEVELD
Clarence FUGLEM James MORGAN Emelie SPAANS Herb KAPPELL Ron STARK
Marlene ROWSON Larry ELDER Ary SPAANS M.S. KHAIRA John DORNBIERER
Maybelle KLEIN David PEARSON Branko BRBOY Don RELKEY V.K. KAPILA
Louise GERDES Norman TOSH Juanita SOLECKI . Ida FENSON Gordon DUDA
Keith GAGON Ingrid AUSTIN Kathleen LANCASTER Jack LAUER H.S. PARMAR
Sharon MITCHELL G. ZORN M.S. GILL K. PARMAR Harnam S. BANSAL
L. ROMANUIK P.L. PERREAULT Walter SASS V.S. BHANBU David RAHN
Irene VAUGHAN George PROPPE M.S. CHAHAL Adoleo FERNANDES Barry COOKE
Brian STAMER Irvine MAYER Nirmal DEOL Betty BRYCE Hans JENSEN
Mike WILSON L. YASK0W Kevin ELLIOTT John ENEMARK G. BALAZS
Eugene GABRIELE Brigitte KOCH Lance CARLSON Sidney JONES Hans ROSENLEHNER
Judy MARKLE Eugene HERBERT Kashmir JOHAL G.S. DHILON Marco FORNARI
Judy FULKS Mark KN0EDLER Ruth PRASAD L.B. SINGH J. DEVUYST
BDnnie-Lou FIDLER T. TAKEDA Barbara DORNBIERER H.S. SARHOHIA Jagir SANDHU
William STAFFORD Pierre MASSICOTTE M.S. POWER Rino FORNARI Amrik S. DHALIWAL
Joan GALANDY G. DOWNIE G.S. DHILLON Peter FEDECZKO D. IRVINE
Frank GAGNON Kim CHOQUETTE Eric CHAMBERLIST Paul ROBERGE J. KAUSHAL
Karen ELDER Darlene HEPWOOD Ted SADLER P.S. DEOL H.S. DHALIWAL
Trudy BYL W. Hugh WILSON Peter KNELL John CORLESS Jim MUNK
David KOPP Alfredo SPOLETINI Lola KISSAK M. PAHAL Mr. H.L. RODGER
George GALLOWAY Terry ANDERSON Steve KOONER Maxi HOLGATE H. Eric HANSEN
Marge PROPPE Heather KOPP Joe POWAR Mary SCHMAUS Peter MUCKLE
Marjorie HEINRICHS Alan SKARE Scott BONNER Jame.s JESS G. GHARAR
Allana DOWNIE George HARTLEY George DIMOR Amir S. BHANGU H. HAYER
Tilly MORGAN Gil JENSEN Vic LITNOSKY K.J.T. GILL Roy YIP
Erik HELGASON Donna HILL Cynthia COOPER John JOHNSTON James DELAURIER
Brent DECOSTE Diane McKAY Doug SPITZIG Anne MINHAS Don J. HENKE
Bigahar GURDU Leslie MARX Kuldeep S. AULAKH Helge EKEBERG Helen VARDY
L.E. SENKPIEL Ken SULLIVAN B.S. RANDHAWA Manjit NIJJAR B.S. DHALIWAL
Birdie BLIGHT Sonya MARDIN Pal BASSI H.S. GREWAL Dan CARMICHAEL
Bev ZOEN Lorraine LAMARCHE Betty DUBE Fred SCHAEFER Peter ALBORN
Mike CURTIS Gordon STARR Jagdip BRAR Karen JONES Sandra DINGWALL
Helen SARRAZIN Joan CRAIG Hirendra SINGH Nasreen AHMED P.K. THANDI
Carol MITCHELL Herbert W. KAPPELL Anne SADLER Joseph CONWAY Okai HANSEN
Ronald MacAD£MS Art HILL Kenneth ESAU B. GREWAL Stan KLIMEK
Arlene D. BURDEK Karl KOCH Lynne SPITZIG Rino FORNARI Claudia STAN
Greg BOYD George HAINES Allan SKARE S.S. GILL Darshan DOEL
Rob POLLOCK Jim DUMONT Jean FARNHAM Mrs. H.L. RODGER Shirley JESS
Aileen DOWNIE Arnie BROWN David SOLECKI Dave VARDY S.S. MINHAS
Joe LAVOIE Vera HARTLEY Betty BRYCE William COLLIER Bruce IRVINE
David CRAIG Elaine HOFFART Mildred CONKLIN Charles CONNOR H. SARANA
Steve HENRY James MITCHELL H.S. GREWAL Kenneth ABRAM Tom WILLIAMSON
David KOPP Eric ALMGREN J.S. GREWAL J.K. SINGH G.F. STUBLEY
Doug STANLEY Wayne FOULDS S.S. BINNG Kooner SURINDER Richard HENDERSON
E.P. WILSON Richard HENDERSON Rose Marine LITNOSKY Judith HAINES J.S. PADWAL
Greig TAYLOR Frankie CARPENTER Janice ERICKSON Rosemary CLAFFEY Donna KOEHLER
Kathleen MILLARD Mike BILAWCHUK James CROKEN Mike DARCHUK S.S. ATHWAL
J. Mark HARVEY Michael MILLARD Margaret CONWAY Jagdev JAWANDA Robert KRONEBUSCH
Linda STJERNEGAARD John McLEILAND B.S. GILL Kuzys DULKYS William LANG
John HEPWOOD Barry LEBOE .Gary KOEHLER Ellen E. ROBERTSON Fredrick KOLEMAN
Shirley PEARSON Ron BELLAMY Stuart ROSS Shirley TOHMO S.S. GREWAL
Dorothy BUNN Rev. Gurbax S. UBHI George PRASAD Vikram GHANGU D.S. SANGHERA
Kim MOFFAT Al FLEURY Blake SHAW K. GILL H.S. RANDHAWA
Pearl HARTLEY lobal RAI J.S. CHANIL B.A. MrGAVIN Alexander SCHICK
Linday MacDONALD Denis CLARK Kathryn Ann CLEMENTS Susan SCHAEFER Sieglinde KUHLEW
Stan STANLEY Tara HAYER Rick LEWIS George DANILEC Jean EDDY
Gwendoline ABRAM Gerald MAHAFFEY Bobby PAHAL Betty GRIFFITH Violet ROSEVEAR
John SELODY Erwin KRUGER Fred SHAFFER Brvno Joseph ROTH N.K. SPOLIA
Elizabeth HENDERSON Don BRYCE Gurbax BRAR Tejinder RAI June CRAWFORD
Lome VARDY Desmond PARKER William EDWARDS Harry BACKLIN John JOHNSTON
Greg BOYD Ram S. GILL P.S. PHILAURA Jagjit PARMAR Fredrick KING
Emily MILLER S. ATHWAL Wallace LINDSAY Peter STAN B.S. SIDHU
Esther MAH M.S. MEHANGER Harvey ERICKSON Robert GLIGHT J.S. SIDHU

He will continue to support:
•  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
•  WOODWARD’S EXPANSION
•  DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION
•  NEW COURTHOUSE
•  CANCER CLINIC
•  NEW FRASER RIVER BRIDGE

Charlotte LINDSAY : Donald DAYTON
Wilma DIMOR Donna SKARE
Pal RANDHAWA Wanda LINDSAY
J.S. GREWAL William EDDY
J. PARMAR Marie KRONEBUSCH
Anastazia SASS G.S. GHATOA
Faye MacDONALD P.S. CHAHAL
Dean KERBRAT Ram MANHAS
P.S. PARMAR Wilma KING
H.S. DALE Rodney ERICKSON
Mark CLEMENTS Lance COOPER
Hardap DIAL J.S. JAWANDAH
Winnifred CLARK S. PARMAR
M.S. JOHAL H.A. PARMAR
Hector MABILLARD Ronald DAVIES
Sylvia DELAURIER Herbert KEIBEL
Harold DORNBIERER Anjula CORBIN
Sandra FOUCHER Frances RELKEY
K.S. JOHAL Beth COOK
Irene LALIKEAS Anne MAACK
Stan SAVINKOFF Joe CHOW
Maxine SHAW Tejinder S. GREWAL
H.S. SAROHIA Donald EEW
Karin DAYTON J.S. GREWAL
Clarence SCHMAUS Hans KIESBERG
Lloyd DORISH Victor ROUSE
Prakash SINGH Christina EEW
Piara KAILAY Mary EDWARDS
Mrs. Erwin KRUGER S. BAINS
Florence MABILLARD B.S. GILL
Adeaudat DUBE Blanche COLBAN
Henrietta KLIMEK June Marie SHIPMAN
K. KAUSHAL Kathleen ENEMARK
Evelyn COWDEN H. SANGHERA
G.S. SANDHU Katar KAJLA
Jack DONDALE Cecile TAYLOR
Gerald MacDONALD Basant SURAN

FOR SOUND C0MM0NSENSE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT —  RE-ELECT 1 a a i f, Hans X
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