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7 0  y e a r s  o f  r a i l !

N A M E D  A L P H A B E T IC A L L Y

G r o w i n g  r a i l w a y  c r e a t e d  t o w n s

As the G ran d  T ru n k  P a c if ic  R a ilw a y  m oved 
w e s tw a rd  a c ro ss  C anada, the  c o m p a n y  e s ta 
b lished  s ta tio ns  e v e ry  few  m ile s  a long  the rou te  
to o ffe r  fa rm e rs  easy access.

As each s ta tio n  w as es tab lished , nam es w ere 
g iven  in  a lp h a b e tic  o rd e r, s ta r t in g  o ve r w hen Z 
was reached.

Some o f the  nam es w e re  in  honor o f com pany  
o ff ic ia ls , w o rk  c re w  m em b e rs , o r  p ro m in e n t s e tt l
e rs in  the d is tr ic ts .

M any  o f  the  o r ig in a l nam es s t i l l  lin g e r. O thers  
w ere  lost as m i lls  ceased o p e ra tin g , co m m u n itie s  
d ied ou t o r  s e ttle rs  changed the  nam es to su it 
th e ir  p re fe rences.

The f ir s t  c o n tra c t fo r  the  B.C. section  o f  ra i l 
was fo r  the  170 m ile s  fro m  W o lf C reek , s ta r t  o f 
the w este rn  d iv is io n , to  T e te  Jaune  Cache.

T e te  Jaune Cache is nam ed  a fte r  the  b lond 
tra p p e r  c re d ite d  w ith  d is c o v e rin g  a rou te  th ro u g h  
the m ou n ta in s  to the  lush B.C. C e n tra l In te r io r .

C onfusion e x is ts  ove r w ho T e te  Jaune  i Y e llo w h 
ead* re a lly  was. T w o  cho ices a re  re co rd e d : F ra n 
co is D ccy igne , who w o rked  fo r  the  Hudson Bay 
C om pay in  1814, o r P ie r re  H a ts in a ton . a gu ide 
who tra v e lle d  w e s tw a rd  in  1820.

W hoever he was. fro m  W in n ip e g  w e s tw a rd , the 
Y e llow head  H ig h w a y  honors h is  nam e.

I t  was th ro u g h  the  Y e llow head  pass the C ana
d ia n  P a c if ic  R a ilw a y  once cons ide red  m a k in g  its  
w e s tw a rd  rou te , bu t abandoned it  fo r  a m ore  
sou the rn  rou te .

W hen G T P R  reached  T e te  Jaune  Cache, a c ity  
o f  ten ts sp ra n g  up. N o t o n ly  was th is  in s ta n t town 
b u ild in g  a ra i lw a y , i t  w as a lso the  p lace  fro m  
w h ic h  s u p p lie s  w e re  s h ip p e d  a h ead  to  F o r t  
G eorge, w h e re  o th e r r a i l  w o rk  was be ing done.

F lo t i l la s  o f  r iv e r  c r a f t  w e re  b u ilt  d u r in g  the 
w in te r , to  be re a d y  to d e liv e r  ca rg o  a f te r  b re a k 
up.

D o w n s tre a m  f r o m  T e te  J a u n e  C ache  w e re  
m a n y  haza rds , in c lu d in g  the dangerous rap id s  
n e a r G iscom e , n am ed  a fte r  a go ld -seeker who 
p lie d  the  F ra s e r  R iv e r  in the mid-1980s.

O nce the  ra i lw a y  w as b u ilt  and s ta rte d  o p e ra t
in g  in  1914. G iscom e  becam e a n o th e r w a y  s ta tio n , 
a post o ff ic e  be ing  es ta b lish ed  O ct. 1, 1915.

G iscom e  and a lm o s t a l l  o th e r s m a ll s ta tions  
w h ic h  opened a long  the  lin e  w e re  s a w m ill tow ns, 
som e o f  w h ich  sp ra n g  up as new in d u s tr ie s  be
cause the  ra i lw a y  cam e.

Post o ffic e s  w e re  es tab lished  to p ro v id e  m a il 
s e rv ice  to  a ll these co m m u n itie s .

As in  the case o f  G iscom e. m a n y  o f  the  s ta tions  
w ere  nam ed  a f te r  c u rre n t res iden ts  o r  p ioneers 
w hose nam es o u tliv e d  th e ir  ow ners . O the rs  w ere  
nam ed a fte r  ra i lw a y  o f f ic ia ls  o r  a f te r  the saw 
m il ls  a long  the  rou te .

Som e, lik e  G iscom e . s u rv iv e d  changes w ro ug h t 
by needs o f  a g ro w in g  p ro v in ce . O the rs  d id n 't  - 
l ik e  N e w la n d s  S ta tio n , w h ich  opened Dec. 1. 1914. 
and c losed in  1950.

A leza  L a k e  w as nam ed a f te r  a n a tiv e  In d ia n  
w om an . Its  post o ff ic e  opened June 1. 1915

D ew ey, nam ed a f te r  U.S. n a va l he ro  A d m ira l 
G eorge  D ew ey, go t its  post o ff ic e  F eb  1. 1915, bu t 
in  1956 D e w e v 's  nam e w as changed to C o rne l 
M ills .

H a n d sa rd  w as nam ed  a f te r  the  G T P R  la w y e r  
who w o rke d  on the  in c o rp o ra tio n  o f  the  co m m u n i- 
ty  o f  P r in c e  G eorge. Its  post o ff ic e  opened Aug. 1. 
1924.

L o n g w o rth  was nam ed  a f te r  L o n g w o rth . E n g 
la n d  I ts  post o ff ic e  opened the  sam e d a y  as G is- 
c o m e ’s.

P e n n y ’s nam e  o r ig in  is los t, bu t reco rd s  show 
its  post o ff ic e  opened F eb I .  1916

S he lle y , nam ed  a f te r  a G T P R  c o n tra c to r, got 
its  post o ff ic e  Dec. 1, 1923.

A lth o u g h  P r in c e  G eorge  w as a fo ca l p o in t fo r  
G T P R , i t  was not the  o n ly  c o m m u n ity  a long  the 
lin e  to  get its  nam e fro m  the  co m p a n y  o r  be 
nam ed a f te r  those who w o rked  to p ro v id e  r a i l  
se rv ice

P r in c e  R u p e rt, the  te rm in u s  w h ich  w as be
lie ve d  to  be the fu tu re  “ G a te w a y  to the O r ie n t” , 
w as nam ed  as a re s u lt o f a com pany-sponsored  
con tes t in  w h ich  $250 was o ffe re d  as a p rize .

C h a rles  M e lv i l le  H ays , the  r a i lw a y ’s genera l 
m a n a g e r and who had s tro n g  b e lie fs  in  the fu tu re  
o f  the  lin e  and P r in c e  R u p e r t ’s fu tu re  is  re m e m 

bered  in  th a t tow n  by se ve ra l g e o g ra p h ica l p laces 
nam ed  a f te r  h im .

C apt. Jam e s  H e r r ic k  M cG re g o r, o f  G o re  and 
M c G re g o r  s u rv e y in g  is  re m e m b e re d  b y  fo u r  
w a te rw a y s : the  M c G re g o r R iv e r . H e r r ic k  R iv e r . 
C a p ta in  C reek  and Jam es C reek.

S m ith e rs  honors A lf re d  S m ith e rs . a G T P R  p re s 
id e n t and V a n d e rh o o f is nam ed  a f te r  H e rb e rt 
V ande rhoo f. a co m p a n y  p u b lic  re la tio n s  m an  who 
he lped  a t t ra c t  in v e s tm e n t c a p ita l to  C anada 's  
new ra ilw a y , s p e c if ic a lly  to  the  B.C. ope ra tio n s .

M c B r id e , o r ig in a lly  know n  as G T P R 's  M ile  90. 
re c a lls  the  B.C. P re m ie r . S ir  R ic h a rd  M c B rid e , 
w ho s tru g g le d  to  ge t the  P a c if ic  and  G re a t 
E a s te rn  ra i lw a y  b u ilt .  H is  v is io n  saw  connections 
e x te n d in g  fro m  the  Y u ko n  to M ex ico .

T e rra c e  go t its  nam e as an a lte rn a te  cho ice . 
G eorge  L i t t le  was p ro m ise d  he cou ld  nam e the 
ra i lw a y  s ta tio n  as p a r t o f a dea l fo r  g ra n t in g  the 
G T P R  a rou te  th ro u g h  h is land . W hen posta l 
a u th o r it ie s  to ld  h im  h is  f ir s t  cho ice . L it t le to n , a l
re a d y  e x is te d  in  C anada he chose T e rra c e .


