
F R O M  'U P H O L S T E R E D  S E W E R S '  T O  B I G  S C R E E N

THE CITIZEN, Prince George — Monday, February 27, 1984 — 25

Woody Allen makes star out of lounge singer
by GARY STERN 

WATERBURY, Conn. (Reuter) -  
For more than 20 years Nick Apollo 
Forte has sung in a thousand motel 
lounges and assorted “ upholstered 
sewers”  without attracting a glim­
mer of critical notice.

Now, thanks to a chance encoun­
ter in a Manhattan record shop 
where he was trying to push his only 
record, Forte has reached star sta­
tus in Woody Allen’s latest film.

Forte plays a role he says is dang­
erously close to his own life — that 
of Lou Canova, a has-been singer 
who never was much to begin with. 

In the film , Broadway Danny

Rose, Allen plays an agent whose 
clients include a one-legged tap 
dancer, a blind xylophone player, a 
hypnotist who can put people into 
trances but not get them out, and 
the vulgar, ruffle-shirted Canova.

A t age 45, Forte says he has 
“ played more dives than I can 
count, upholstered sewers, hotel- 
chain lounges nationwide, wherever 
you could fit a duo or a trio.

“ I ’ve had my chin out all my life, 
and it has been whacked many 
times. You have to keep your chin if 
you want to stay in showbiz.”

But the career has been “ fun”  and 
it has enabled Forte to buy a big,

old house in Waterbury, his home 
town, and raise seven children, in­
cluding one who became a doctor 
and two who became nurses.

Forte’s big break came by luck 
and accident. He walked into Man­
hattan’s Colony Record Store on 
Broadway to convince them to stock 
his record Can I Depend On You, 
which sells between 10 and 15 copies 
every time the singer appears in 
New Jersey.

At the moment he was going into 
his sales spiel, A llen’s casting direc­
tor Juliet Taylor appeared and ask­
ed him to subm it a resume for 
Allen’s latest picture.

Not having one, Forte was forced 
to think quickly. “ I t ’s being rew rit­
ten,”  he declared. So she took his 
name and phone number and called 
him up for a screen test.

Allen had never heard of Forte. 
But Forte had never heard of Allen, 
had not seen any of his films and 
had to ask his wife who he was.

Thinking he was the victim  of a 
joke, Forte arrived late at the audi­
tion and was handed a script. It was 
the first time he had ever seen a 
script and when he was done, Allen 
whispered to him, “ You’ve been act­
ing all your life .”

A ll Allen asked him to do was dye

Gallery's
decision
'shocking'

VANCOUVER(CP) -  
Vancouver artists say 
they are shocked by a 
Vancouver Art Gallery 
decision to cancel — at 
the last moment — a 
video exhibit of discus­
sions on sexuality.

“ It doesn’t bode well 
for the artistic commu­
nity,”  said Kate Craig, 
c o -o rd in a to r for the 
Western Front co-opera­
tive’s video program.

The exhibit was halted 
at the last moment by 
art gallery director Luke 
Rom bout, concerned 
th a t the v ideotapes 
might offend visitors to 
the gallery.

Rom bout, who ap­
proved the idea for the 
video exhibition in De­
cember, was not avail­
able for comment.

“ The gaun tle t has 
been thrown, so it has to 
be picked up,”  said Jea­
nette Reinhardt, one of 
the four artists involved.

The other artists in­
clude Paul Wong. 29, an 
in ternationally-know n 
video artist and one of 
the founders of Video 
Inn, Vancouver’s art 
v ideo  c e n tre ; G ary  
Bourgeois and Gina Da­
niels.

“ Everybody at the 
W este rn  F ro n t is 
shocked,”  said Craig. 
“ This is very disturbing 
and not very profession­
al. I don't know how the 
international community 
is going to feel about a 
gallery that cancels a 
show days before the 
opening.

“ I t ’s very hard on the 
artistic community and 
very hard on Paul (Paul 
Wong).”

Western Front spon­
sored the exhibit that 
was to open today.

According to the VAG 
calendar for February 
and March, 1984: “ The 
material is provocative, 
entertaining, humorous 
and moving. Because the 
subject matter may be 
offensive to some people, 
entry is restricted to 
those 18 yea rs  and 
over.”

That sentence appears 
below a picture of two 
apparently naked men 
with two scantily-clad fe­
males under the title  
“ Videospace Feb. 24 — 
Mar. 18 Confused-Inter- 
views."

TV ADS: 
9 MEN, 
WOMAN

TORONTO (C P) — A man is 
almost nine tim es as likely to be 
used to sell a product in a televi­
sion commercial as a woman, says 
a study hy ACTRA.

Men were used as the voice of 
authority in 88 per cent of TV com­
mercials studied, says the report by 
the Alliance o f Canadian Cinema, 
Television and Radio Artists.

Women were employed in the 
voice-overs — or narration — of 
171 of 1,457 TV commercials made 
in a one-year period ended last 
August, says the  study, which only 
compiled s ta tistics for ads made 
under ACTRA’s jurisdiction.

TV com m ercials continue to use 
male voices alm ost exclusively to

sell such big-ticket items as au to ­
m obiles, hom e fu rn ish in g s, ap ­
pliances and banking services, the 
study says.

For example, the report says th at 
o f 133 TV com m ercials for au tom o­
biles, three were narrated  by wo­
men. In banking, one of 17 com ­
mercials was narra ted  by a woman. 
No women w ere used in the 85 ads 
made for beer.

Women fared slightly better in 
radio ads; they  were used in 22 per 
cent of the 7,919 ads made.

The use o f  women was m ore 
prevalent in comm ercials for c lo th ­
ing, health, beauty and ch ild ren’s 
products. However, even in these 
areas, women are under-represent­
ed, the study says. Of 139 TV ads 
listed under health  and beauty, wo­
men narrated 35.

The study also said both federal 
a n d  p r o v in c i a l  g o v e r n m e n ts  
engaged one woman for every four 
men in voice-over positions.

The study was undertaken jo in tly  
by ACTRA and  the Advertising Ad­
visory Board, a committee set up 
hy the ad industry to respond to 
concerns about the portrayal o f wo­
men in advertising.

T w o  f i lm  v e rs io n s  
e y e d  fo r  k id s 7 ta le

TORONTO (CP) — Two Canadian producers 
want to film  movie versions of the best-selling 
children’s novel Anne of Green Gables.

Montreal producer Ron Cohen has confirmed he 
w ill film  a musical version based on the Norman 
Campbell-Don Harron stage production that has 
been performed at the Charlottetown Festival for 
20 years.

Campbell, a CBC producer and winner of sever­
al international Emmy awards, will direct the 
movie and Harron has written the script, Cohen 
says. He estimates the film  w ill have a $8-million 
budget.

Meanwhile, Kevin Sullivan, president of Toron­
to’s Huntingwood Films, says he has the non-mu­
sical rights to the novel by L. M. Montgomery 
and plans a “ purely dramatic”  movie and televi­
sion series that he will direct. He estimates a $3- 
million budget.

Both producers say they will launch a talent 
hunt across Canada during the next few months 
to find their Anne.

Both also plan to shoot much of their movies 
this summer in Prince Edward Island, though 
neither w ill be film ing at the Anne of Green Ga­
bles museum and house in Cavendish, P.E.I.

“ I t ’s too small and too near modern conve­
niences such as a parking lot and a golf course.”

SUPER
SPECIAL

in
the JP R IC E  C

DINING
ROOM

Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday &  Thursday

February 27, 28, 29 & March 1

P o r k  T e n d e r l o i n  

W i t h  G i n g e r  S a u c e
A ccom pan ied  b y  
R ice  P ila f 
and C h e f 's  
specia l ve g e ta b le s .
Special
Per Person........................

$ 0 9 5
Reservations Requested

A f t e r  d i n n e r  c o m e  a n d  e n j o y :  

Cliffe Hunt Band 
i n  t h e  7 7 0  L o u n g e

Inn of the North
770 H runsu ick Street

LEAP YEA R  C O N C E R T
with the Salmon & Mulder Band

February 29th, 7:30 p.m.
Vanier Hall 

$6 Advance — s7 At the Door
Tickets can be picked up at the following centres: 

Switzers Sewing Janssen’s Jewellers
King’s Inn Book Store Baker McSweeney

For Ticket Information Call 564-8343

G e t  y o u r  h a n d s  o n

W e s te rn  E *PfG ss

S U P E R  

M I N I  B I N G O
Presented By 

The Canadian Paraplegic Association 
and Nechako Babe Ruth

E V E R Y  T U E S D A Y
SENIOR CITIZENS HALL .

425 Brunswick St.
DOORS OPEN 6 P.M.

Early Bird Games Begin at 7:30 
15 Regular Games Begin Approx 7:45 p.m.

8  D O O R  C A R D S  $ 1 5  

4  E X T R A  D O O R  

C A R D S  $ 5
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his blond hair black and he had the 
job.

“ To this day, I have no agent or 
personal manager. I do all the leg- 
work myself,”  Forte boasts.

Allen told Forte to draw on his 
own experience as a nightclub sing­
er and play the role “ as an alcoholic 
big baby who always looks to his 
agent for advice.”

“ I f  that is what you want, you got 
it,”  Forte remembers telling Allen.

adding that the role became “ Nick 
Apollo geared down.”

In real life, Forte is a teetotaller 
who has worked hard to build a ca­
reer.

He is not certain how well he did 
as an actor. He has not yet seen the 
film.

But he has Allen to thank for giv­
ing his career a jo lt and for adding 
two songs to the standards he sings
— My Bambino and Agita.

lu e u U ty  %  S e a f o o d  T U y f o f

S e a f o o d  F e a s t
Dive into a heaping plateful 
o f p u rg e d  c la m s , s te a m in g  x  m  M
snow crab  legs, 4  9 ^
ju icy tige r shrimp and ■  ■
boneless red s n a p p e r ............................................. M  M

_ _ _  [" “ R is T A U R A N T 'H U S H T A L T n T M O N T H " "  “ 1 
O U M r L b l t  " M E A L  FOR T W O ”  D R A W  |

AND CLIP' | name................................... 1
this coupon, bring it into the ADDRESS.......................................................................  |
Keg and you could win "Din- I DunK.p
ner (or Two i  ^  ^  ^  J

582 George St. 563-1768

A N N O U N C IN G
The winners of

The C i t i z e n ’ s
SHORT STORY COMPETITION

Held in conjunction with LOCAL HISTORY 
MONTH and the HISTORY OF RAIL.

A D U L T  W IN N E R S
FIRST PRIZE: Round trip for two Prince

G eorge/V ancouver on 
B.C. Rail & 2 n igh ts 
accommodation at Holi­
day Inn/City Centre Har- 
bourside.

A m ,
W ILLOW  RIVER, B.C:

THIRD PRIZE 
Historical Book
7Hn&. Jtittda,

Upper Fraser, B.C.

SECOND PRIZE 
Historical Book
T fO i. “D a v id  “B in c A , 

Prince George, B.C.
HONOURABLE MENTION THm . 'H o e d a , ty u u fc e

Prince George, B.C.

S T U D E N T  W IN N E R S
FIRST PRIZE: Round trip for two Prince

George/Jasper or Prince 
Rupert on VIA Rail & 2 
nights accommodation.

T ttc u  S r m d a  V m c U d c ,
Prince George College,
PRINCE GEORGE, B.C.

THIRD PRIZE 
Historical Book

D. P. Todd Secondary 
Prince George, B.C.

THfi. >̂wce TKcAUiiten,
D. P. Todd Secondary 

Prince George, B.C.

Presentation of prizes will take place  
during the final HISTORY OF RAIL  
program , Monday, February 27th, 7:30 
p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room of the 
Public Library. M onday's program , 
TRAINS OF TODAY, will be presented  
by MAC NORRIS, President of the B.C. 
RAILW AY.

SECOND PRIZE 
Historical Book

T H iM  fc u tU e  T Z tM y  

College Heights Secondary 
Prince George, B.C.

HONORABLE MENTION

The C i t iz e n
. a  p a r t  o f  y o u r  d a y


