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BIAS CLAIMED IN NEW YORK

Tale of murder won't die

An analysis

by LARRY BLACK

NEW YORK (CP) —
Last month, a 66-year-
old black woman was
shot to death by New
York City police when
she refused eviction
from her public-hous-
ing apartment in
Brooklyn. Last week-
end, a young mother
of three — also black
— was killed by an
off-duty Queen’s po-
liceman over a minor
traffic violation.

Both shootings made
headlines in this city,
where more than four
murders are commit-
ted on an average
day. But neither re-
ceived the attention
that has been given
the stabbing death two
weeks ago of Caroline
Isenberg, an unknown
23-year-old actress
from an established
Boston family.

The details of her
rooftop murder and
the subsequent cap-
ture of her suspected
killer have filled the
front pages of the
city’s tabloid papers
and have been fea-
tured nightly on local
‘‘eyewitness’’ news-
casts. The New York
Times, which rele-
gates most murders to
a couple of para-
graphs buried deep in
its inside pages, has
itemed the Isenberg
stabbing in virtually
every issue since Dec.
2 and headlined the
story three times on
page one.

Some 40 detectives
were assigned to the
investigation, while
the dozen New York-
ers murdered since
have been lucky if
their deaths earned
them the attention of
three or four. Within
six days, the police
announced they had
found someone — the
son of the building su-
perintendent — who
confessed to the
crime.

“Why is her life
more valuable than
another?” asks an of-
ficial of the Upper
West Side Hospital,
where the Harvard
graduate died on the
operating table six
hours after the stab-
bing.

‘‘Because she was
pretty and young and
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talented and white and
from Harvard,” the
spokesman said, ex-
pressing a cynicism
with police and press
methods apparently
shared by many ‘‘mi-
nority’’ New Yorkers
— those of non-Euro-
pean stock.

Despite New York's
relative reputation
among American cit-
ies for tolerance — the
result of a constant
turnover of immigrant
nationalities — the
city continues to expe-
rience race-related in-
cidents involving po-
lice, ranging from
charges of brutality to
unwarranted shoot-
ings. Tensions have
mounted as the Rea-
gan administration
has encouraged a
heavy-handed crack-
down on crime while
ignoring the cause of
much of it, the in-
creasingly uneven dis-
tribution of wealth
within the city.

The gap continues to
widen between white
and non-white unem-
ployment rates, while
city programs design-
ed to offset that dis-
parity have lost $3 bil-
lion in federal funds
since 1979. Figures re-
leased Wednesday by
the city’s Human Re-
sources Administra-
tion show the number
of New Yorkers living
in poverty has in-
creased 20 per cent
since Ronald Reagan
came to office, and
that the poor now
account account for a
quarter of city’s popu-
lation.

For its part, the
press — particularly
Rupert Murdoch’s
New York Post — has
come under fire in re-
cent months from
black and Hispanic
community leaders for
reporting on minority
New Yorkers only
when they've commit-
ted a crime. A boycott

was launched recently
against the Daily
News because so few
of its reporting staff
are black.

““The communica-
tions world, though
changing, is still like
most other power cen-
tres and professions in
our city — largely
white, upper-middle-
class and male,” notes
New York Times col-
umnist Sydney Schan-
berg.

‘‘Caroline Isenberg,
while a woman, was
part of that world. The
other murder victims
you fleetingly heard
about in the last week
and a half were not.”

The New York press
has defended its cov-
erage of the murder,
as Newsweek did this
week, by pointing to
‘‘the unusually com-
plete record of Isen-
berg’s dying actions.

. (which) provided a
dramatic glimpse into

Body may hold down job

PLYMOUTH, Eng-
land (Reuter) — A
dead tramp nick-
named Diogenes has
been embalmed,
sealed in resin and
hidden by a local art-
ist who wants to use
him in his library as
‘““‘something like a
large paperweight."”

But painter Robert
Lankiewicz's plan, re-
ported by British
newspapers Thursday,
has run into opposition
from authorities in
this English south
coast town.

The artist said he

befriended Edwin
McKenzie, a tramp
known as Diogenes be-
cause like the Greek
philosopher he lived
for some time in a
barrel. McKenzie now
has died, aged 72.
“Diogenes and I de-
cided that his body
should be preserved,”
Lankiewicz, 41, said.
“I have hidden the
body until the legal
questions have been

sorted out, when I will
bring him home to re-
main with me for the
rest of my life, some-
thing like a large
paperweight in the li-
brary.”

Plymouth District
Health Officer Michael
Fox commented: ‘“The
council does not think
that this is an appro-
priate treatment of
Mr. McKenzie's

body."

the horror of urban

violence.” Other news
media argued the
quick reaction of
neighbors who heard
her screams in calling
the police warranted
comparisons with the
infamous stabbing two
decades ago of Kitty
Genovese, whose
anguished cries went
unheeded by dozens of
onlookers.

But The Times’s
Schanberg says the
heavily weighted cov-
erage is a reflection of
the American media’s
preconceptions ‘‘about
who and what are
important.”

As a police reporter
25 years ago, he re-
members being
trained to understand
“that a murder on
Park Avenue was big
news and a murder on
Dean Street in Brook-
lyn wasn'’t worth inter-
rupting the card game
for.

“Were the other vic-
tims (this week) less
interesting than Miss
Isenberg?’’ asks
Schanberg.

Isenberg ‘lived in
Manhattan, the glitte-
ry power borough;
most of the others did
not. She came from an
affluent family; the
others did not.

Schanberg says the
attention given the
Isenberg case by the
police and the press is
not ‘‘an intentional
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BOB HOLOBOFF

We're dealing big on new

trucks now . . .
Let my 7 years of persona-
lized experience steer you into
a deal like this . . . 1984 GMC
PICKUP, 6 cylinder, 4 speed,
block heater, rear step bumper
... ONLY $8689.00 . . . See
me today at . . .

SCHULTZ

Pontiac Buick Ltd.
1111 Central St.
1 563-0271
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T & S COMMUNICATION

A Division of I. Toombs & Sons Homes Ltd.

564-3640
1584 Ogilvie St.

OVER WRAPPED.

Black Velvet. A distinguished Canadian whisky

in the best holiday tradition.

N 3

night!!!

we've got plenty of Parking for you .
parking lot, including Sears and Woolco Automotive lots .
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FESTIVAL
OF
SHOPPING

Congratulations to our winners of the FESTIVAL OF SHOPPING DRAWS...Wayne Pollard won the
Color TV from Millers, Audry Walper won the Dishwasher from Sears, Joyce Caron won the Micro-
wave Oven from Woolco and Edmee Rosin won the $500 worth of Groceries from Super Valu.
Jacqueline Rochon, not pictured, was the winner of the recliner rocker from Regency Lighting.

LATE SHOPPING & PLENTY OF PARKING

Now you can shop till 9:00 p.m. Monday to Friday for your Christmas gifts and
. you can park anywhere on our spacious
. S0 come on out to-

PEDIGREE
BRANDS

Check
These
Savings ...

EFFECTIVE
DEC. 14, 15, 16

We’'ve got the
product &
the prices

to make any
pet owner

smile ...

msens. 0 0Z. tiNS.
" Reg. 10 for 4.45 .SPECIAL

"4 MISS MEW CAT FOOD

10,-°3.69

Case $8.80

»

A

2 kg., Large Size
Reg {4175 Wiy,

/2 _» MILKBONE DOG BISCUITS

SPECIAL $4l 1 5
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NEW FLAVOR!!

DR. BALLARDS

LUXURY DOG FOOD

397 gr., 5 kinds of meat
with Extra Beef
Reg. 10 for 7.35 SPECIAL

Case of 24

ROgN17.65 1 ey ¥

10 -~°6.20
...SPECIAL $1 4!85

GOOD SELECTION
OF CHRISTMAS GIFTS
FOR ALL YOUR PETS

A.K.C.

REG. PUPPIES
IN STOCK

CHRISTMAS HOURS

Dec. 19, 20, 21 - 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Dec. 22 - 9 to 6, Dec. 23 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Dec. 24 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY & BOXING DAY
GROOMING — 7 DAYS A WEEK — 562-5771

NORWOLF PET MART

Cowart Rd.
Hours: Mon.

564-1335

- Thurs. 9to 6 — Sat. 9to 6

Fri. 9 to 9 — Sun. 11 to 5.
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