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Car dealer
talks
scheduled

Both sides involved
in a lockout at three
car dealerships in
"Prince George are
scheduled to meet
Wednesday morning
with a provincial gov-
ernment mediator.

The lockout, now in
its fourth week,
affects about 40 unio-
nized mechanics and
partsmen at Prince
George Motors, Ni-
cholson Chev-Olds and
Fred Walls Lincoln-
Mercury.

Both sides were ap-
proached by the me-
diation services
branch last Friday,
company negotiator
Lorne Reader said.

The dealers posted
lockout notices in
early July after asking
a previous mediator to
book out of negotia-
tions with members of
the International
Woodworkers of
America, Local 1-424.

Talks failed on the
issues of wages and
concessions.

The union wants to
keep the two-year con-
tract that expired
June 30, said Jack
Higgins, first vice-
president of the IWA
local.

Higgins said the
companies rejected a
proposal the union put
forward two weeks
ago.

The companies are
asking for a flat rate
in pay with no guaran-
tee of hours, a wage
cut of between two
and 10 per cent, and a
reduction in vacation
pay, Higgins said.

IWA mechanics and
partsmen now earn
hourly wages of $16.38
and $15.24 respective-

ly.

Injured
woman

critical

A Williams Lake
woman is in critical
condition in Prince
George Regional Hos-
pital after a two-vehi-
cle accident about 9:30
p.m. Monday on High-
way 16 at Ferry Ave-
nue.

Rita Thomas, 47, the
injured woman, was
driving a van that was
in collision with a car
driven by Halliwell
Morgan, 52, of Prince
George.

Laurie Philips, 59, of
Soda Creek, and Anas-
tasia Sandy, of Wil-
liams Lake, passeng-
ers in the van, are in
satisfactory condition
in hospital.

Shawn Woodford, 17,
of Prince George, who
was riding in the car,
is also reported in sat-
isfactory condition.
Halliwell Morgan, Ta-
nia Morgan, 15, and
Darryl Nelson, 31, also
of Prince George,
were treated and re-
leased from hospital.

Police are investi-

gating.

holds with more efficiency and speed.

Ray Levy holds the portable computer which will help B.C. Hydro get its bills to house-
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METER READERS’ COMPUTER

Your bill gains speed

by ARNOLD OLSON
Staff reporter

Those fellows walking about your back yard,
holding a black box in their hands are not from
the Starship Enterprise, asking Scotty to beam
them aboard.

They're B.C. Hydro employees with a new
tool that's designed to transfer your debt to the
company'’s records with the speed of light.

The hand-held computers have been used in
the U.S. for about 10 years but the}y; were intro-
duced to B.C. about six months ago and
brought into use in Prince George just last
week.

Called Porta-Printers, the $6,000-computers
have a 6K memory bank which allows meter
readers to carry the information they need on
their rounds, to be displayed on a small screen.

The information can include whether to be-
ware of dogs, get keys from an office, or spe-
cial requests to stay off the grass.

It also contains all the information Hydro
needs to get the right bill to the right house
three days earlier than the old-paper-and pen
system.

Gary Rogowski, in charge of the local pro-
gram to get the computers into the field, said
up to 20 per cent improvements over the old

system have been predicted.

No plans exist to lay anyone off initially but
attrition might be used to reduce the number of
meter readers.

He said the weatherproof units have been
tested and approved for use at -20 C.

“These things — you can read overnight.
They're more versatile than a piece of paper,
for these guys (meter readers).”

The meter readers used to go into the field
with sheaves of paper containing the names of
people on their routes. They'd have to write all
the information on the slips and return to the
office in time to transfer the information to Hy-
dro records.

Now, they record the information, return to
the office and plug the units into a system
which feeds the computers’ contents into the
main computer. By morning the bills are on
their way.

“This increases Hydro’s cash flow from three
to five days — the amount of time we used to
take to do the job,” said Ray Levy, one of the
meter readers. :

The time-saving is only in larger centres. Ru-
ral areas must still be visited and travel time
in this instance far outweighs the meter-read-
ing time.

——

CAMERON STREET

Overpass costs eyed

by JOHN SPILKER
Staff reporter

City council will look ways to cut the costs of.
the proposed Cameron Street overpass, which
threatens to surpass its $2.5-million budget.

Council voted Monday to have a second look
at the cost of building a concrete structure,
whicih council rejected last year as being too
costly.

Recent construction trends indicate concrete
could be chem than gravel fill, said Alder-
man Richard frey.

“We’ll have to look at it again, it may not be
too costly,” he said in an interview.

So far, the lowest tender of $1,978,325 by Co-

lumbia Bitulithic Ltd. to build a gravel-graded
structure will push the project $291,500 above
the cost-sharing agreement between the city
and Canadian National Railways, city engineer

. Ernie Obst said in a report to council.

Other costs such as land acquisition, lands-
caping and engineering will force the overpass
beyond the $2.5 million agreement.

Obst added that negotiations are underway
with Columbia Bitulithic to bring the project
within budget.

He also said the Canadian Transport Com-
mission is expected to decide soon whether it
will approve the project.

Boxing answers wanted

Prince George aldermen want a report from
the city’s boxing commission before acting on a
ccl)mplaint from fight promoter Wayne Spona-
gle.

Sponagle said he wants new members on the
commission following a boxing match con-
troversy more than one year ago which saw a
fight between his son and a Seattle boxer de-
clared no-contest.

Mayor Elmer Mercier told council Monday ‘I
have had my share of calls” about the con-
troversy and said he suspected the ‘‘commis-
sion is falling apart.” .

Alderman George McKnight said the bylaw
which regulates the commission may have to
be changed.

“This isn’t of a great deal of interest to me,
but I know it's near the hearts of others,” he
said of the volunteer commission which over-
sees professional boxing and wrestling matches
in Prince George.

But Alderman Richard Godfrey said he didn’t
know what council was talking about because it
already had accepted a report from the com-
mission on the fight.

In a letter to council, Sponagle said the com-
mission needs new members.

“Two of the present members do not attend

Hotel’s fate on hold

be able to attend the Aug. 12 meet-
ing. Mayor Elmer Mercier said
council could table the matter
again to accomodate Becott, who
said she has worked hard on the

The 60-year-old Europe Hotel is
going to be around for at least an-
other two weeks.

City council agreed Monday to
table a recommendation by the
heritage advisory committee to
lease the building to a Prince
George businessman as a cold stor-
age facility.

By the time council looks at the
matter again, it also will have a
report on tenders to demolish the
building.

The hotel was scheduled to be
torn down after a 90-day moritor-
ium on the demolition expired
earlier this month.

However, the final decision may
be delayed another week because
Alderman Monica Becott will not

FOREST FIRMS

issue.

lease.

Costs were 2 per cent

Alder:nan Art Stauble said he
wants to know who will pay taxes
on the hotel under the proposed

Rene Lamoureux, owner of
Spruce City Resale, said he is will-
ing to repair the building’s roof,
clean up the front, and take out
$75,000 of fire insurance and $1 mil-
lion of liability insurance if the city
rents the premises for $1 per year.

The city purchased the Europe
for $465,000 in 1981 when a major
downtown mall was in the works.

the fights, and after speaking with them on sev-
eral occasions, they have expressed a desire to
not be on the commission."”

The three-man commission consists of Bill
Mahood, Walter Bush and Doug Martin.

The dispute between Sponagle and the com-
mission stems from a June 28, 1984 fight that
featured the promoter’s son, George.

The commission declared the fight no-contest
because Don Sponagle, the promoter’s brother
and the fighter’s uncle, was selected by Spona-
gle as one of the three judges.

While all the judges declared Sponagle the
winner in the match, commission member Mar-
tin said in an earlier interview the decision had
to be thrown out.

“We're not questioning the judge’s compe-
tence or honesty, but there is the question of
the family connection . . . The fighter is entitl-
ed to impartial judging,” he said of the Seattle
boxer.

Council also decided to refer the names of
people Sponagle said are williflg to serve on the
commission to a committee that annually re-
commends appointments.

Those named are Ron Drane, Ed Bodner, Del
Anderson, George Winters and Jim Gibson.

Letter set
for peace

Prince George city
council will send a let-
ter of support to the
mayors of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki for a
peace conference they
are holding to mark
the 40th anniversary
of the dropping of the
first atomic bomb on
Japan.

Lorne Murray of the
Prince George Cam-
paign for Nuclear Dis-
armament urged coun-
cil Monday to send the
message to the confer-
ence, which starts
Tuesday, the day of
the anniversary.

Murray also told
council that Vancou-
ver Mayor Mike Har-
court will attend the
conference in addition,

Airport
expansion
coming

Aerobatic teams like
the Canadian Armed
Forces Snowbirds may
be able to appear at
Vanderhoof’s air show
next year thanks to a
planned airport expan-
sion.

Highways Minister
Alex Fraser announc-
ed Monday that
$230,000 will be spent
to extend and widen
the Vanderhoof
airport. The runway
will be lengthened to
1,500 metres.

““Continuing develop-
ment of the airport
should result in the es-
tablishment of sched-
uled air service," said
Fraser, who encour-
aged the Vanderhoof
district to pursue this
objective.

The enlarged run-
way will accommo-
date jet planes and
bigger, corporate air-
craft which have been
unable to land on the
present 1,200-metre
airstrip.

DANGERS ON JOB

Farmers given reminder

by BEV CHRISTENSEN
Staff reporter

Last year an Okana-
gan farmer died when
the tractor he was
hauling tree stumps
with flipped over
backwards, Einning
him underneath.

A Fraser Valley
farmer was Kkilled
when his tractor rolled
off a pile of grass he
was flattening.

And a 22-year-old
Endako, girl drowned
in a creek when a
bridge collapsed as
she drove a hay stack-
er over it.

Those cases are
‘“‘classic examples of
situations that could
have been avoided,”
says Stephen Thomson

of the B.C. Federation

of Agriculture.

At least six British
Columbians die every
year in farm-related
accidents, while anoth-
er 400 are injured.

“It's right up there
as far as being a haz-
ardous occupation,"
says Thomson, who
estimates farming
falls third behind for-
estry and construction
as one of the most
dangerous jobs in the
province.

Farm Safety Week
continues until today
in an attempt to re-
duce farm-related
accidents that claim
the lives of 150 Cana-
dians and injure 12,000
annually.

In British Columbia
alone, the Workers'
Compensation Board

has paid out $2.8 mil-
lion 1n losses for death
and injury occurrin
on farms since Apri
1983.

About 80 per cent of
farming accidents in-
volve tractors. Half of
those accidents in-
volve roll-overs, be-
cause a tractor has a
high centre of gravity
and can easily tip in a
ditch or on a steep
hill.

Thomson, a co-ordi-

nator for the farm
health and safety pro-
gram of the B.C. Fed-
eration of Agriculture,
says many tractor-re-
lated deaths could be
prevented if the farm-
er installed roll-over
protection and wore a
seat belt.

Another portion of
accidents involve live-
stock, where farmers
who accidentally
“‘spook animals end up

Mill fires battled

Prince George firefighters spent three hours
Monday afternoon extinguishing a fire in some
wood strips behind the Brink Forest Products
Ltd. mill on River Road.

The mill wasn't damaged, said a fire depart-
ment spokesman.

The fire is believed to have been started by a
spark from a nearby beehive burner, the
spokesman said.

Firefighters were also called out Monday to a
small fire in a sawdust pile at Rustad Bros.
mill at the BCR industrial site. That fire was
out when firefighters arrived.

It is believed to have been started by a spark
from a metal-cutting saw, the spokesman said.

New exec appointed

The Unemployment
Action Centre in
Prince George has
hired a new co-ordina-
tor.

Cecil Kelley, a
member of the United
Brotherhood of Car-
penters and Joiners of
America Local 1998,
will replace Allan
Morrey, who steps

) \

down Friday after
heading the centre for
a year.

Kelley has been a
member of various
unions since 1960.

The centre operates
a non-profit food store
and provides counsel-
ling to unemployed
people.

getting charged, step-
ped on or crushed.
“There’s been a lot
of injuries where
farmers remove
guards (on the moving
parts of machinery),”
Thomson added.

‘‘What happens is
that clothing will %ft
caught and pull the

says

person in.”
Thomson

accidents happen if
farmers don’t check
equipment,” or are
tired from working
long hours or under
extreme pressure.

‘‘Sometimes, be-
causeé they've been
operating so long,
farmers tend to get a
little complacent,” he
said. ‘‘‘‘Sometimes
they'll say ‘that needs
to be fixed, but I'll fix
it tomorrow."”’

SEARS
CORRECTION
To Sears Get Your
Money's Worth Sale in

tonight's Citizen:
Page 2 — 40% Off
Percale Sheets will not
be available due to
shipping problems.
Page 8 — Save $80 -
$200 refers to the
Sofa (a) Loveseat and
Wing Chair (b), not to
the Ottoman.
Page 18 — Camping
Tents No. 75180 and
75184 are not avail-
able. Substitutes will
be offered.
Sears apologizes for
any inconvenience to
our customers.

SEARS

Last year the forest
companies in the
northeast quarter of
the province, including
Prince George, paid
the government two
per cent of their sales
dollars for raw ma-
terials.

It was less than $13
million in cash to gen-
erate more than $650
million in sales.

In the Prince
George Forest Region,
which runs from Hix-
on to the Yukon bor-
der and from Endako
to Alberta, companies
harvested 15,584,110
cubic metres of timber
between April 1984 and
April 1985, covering
52,413 hectares, or 202
square miles of forest.

In return their cash
payments to the pro-
vincial government
were $12,869,753.

The gross stumpage
charges were higher:
$26,328,904. But the
companies received

W
ro

Western Brewing
e

$18,579,808 in credit for
roadbuilding and re-
forestation, which was
necessary because of
harvesting.

Rentals and annual
fees for forest rights,
unchanged since the
present Forest Act
was introduced in
1978, added just over
$3.6 million.

Interest, scaling
charges and miscella-
neous fees brought the
total to $12.8 million.

During the year,
lumber prices aver-
aged about $150 in
U.S. dollars per thou-
sand board feet of
lumber, according to
the Council of Forest
Industries.

This year they're
cutting more timber
than ever before.

Through May, the
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est Rainbow or Char 4 DAYS NON STOP

Starts Friday Aug. 2 and ends Aug. 5 at
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Relax at night to the live sound of "SHILO", Your

complete family resort on scenic Takla Lake.
Your complete family resort at family prices.

Reserve early, limited cabins

Takla Rainbow Lodge
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YOUR GUIDE TO AUTOPLAN INSURANCE

July Decal
Expires Wed.,

July 31/85

For The Best Autoplan
Service Come To

CARSON &
NAUROTH LTD.

1560 - 3rd Ave.

564-4434

.An Autoplan Reminder

Leisure vans with modifications to the interior re-
quire a special equipment endorsement 1o cover
some extras. Unlike motorhomes, vans are in-
sured for their actual cash value, and equipment
added after the vehicle leaves the original manu-
facturer is not included in the basic coverage. Be

sure you have the insurance you need.

‘OR ALL SEASONS

(1985 INSURANCE AND LICENCE)




