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Bidding was lively all day Saturday during the 

annual Rotary Auction sponsored by the Prince 

George (Downtown) Rotary Club. Although figures 

are not yet final, it’s estimated the event grossed 

about $52,000 with a net profit of $30,000 going to the 

club to be used for community projects throughout
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Indians 
ordered 
off line

F O R M E R  S C H O O L  T R U S T E E

B o o n e  c a r r ie s  N D P  b a n n e r

by C a n a d ia n  Press

K ITW A N G A  -  CN R a il tra ins  
operated “ w ith o u t inc iden t’ ’ ove r
n ight a fte r the ra ilw a y  obtained a 
B.C . S u p re m e  C o u rt in ju n c t io n  
ordering m em bers  o f the G itw an- 
gak Indian band not to b lock its 
m ain line, CN R a il spokesman AI 
M enard said today.

CN R a il obtained the in junction  
Saturday, ju s t hours a fte r it  said 
band m em bers  blocked the line  
w ith  cars and trucks.

The G itw a n g a k  band b locked  
access to the CN R a il m aintenance 
ya rd  in th is  northw estern  B rit is h  
Colum bia c o m m u n ity  last week, 
c la im ing  ow nersh ip  of the land.

Band c h ie f G len W illiam s said 
Sunday the band has not decided 
what it w il l  do about the in ju n c 
tion.

“ We are not stopping tra in s ,’ ’ he 
said. "W e never intended to stop 
tra in s .”

M e n a rd  s a id  the  t ra in s  ra n  
through Sunday, but “ they (the In 
dians) c e rta in ly  had a few vehicles 
out on the tracks  yesterday (S a tu r
d a y ).”  He said the ra ilw a y  has p ic 
tures o f a ba rricade .

The d ispute involves a ra ilw a y  
line that cu ts across the G itw angak 
reserve and an 11-hectare indus
tr ia l park th a t straddles part o f the 
line.

CN got the in junc tion  from  M r. 
Justice R eg ina ld  Gibbs, who said 
he recognized CN and the band 
were in d ispu te  over who owned 
the land bu t th a t it could not be 
solved by the Ind ians taking u n ila t
e ra l action.

“ CN went in to  the judge w ithou t 
g iv ing  us n o tice ,”  band law ye r Pe
te r G rant sa id. “ The judge phoned 
me, but 1 had no access to the in 
junction. I cou ldn ’ t argue against 
an in junction  w hich I d idn ’t know 
about.”

G rant said the judge made a pro
vision tha t a llow s the band to ask 
fo r the in ju n c tio n  to be set aside, 
as long as it  g ives CN 24 hours no
tice.

The in ju n c tio n  notices were post
ed Sunday on u t i l i ty  poles along
side the tra cks  and read to anyone 
standing nearby, M enard said, but 
the band was not o ff ic ia lly  served.

W illia m s  sa id  th a t w h ile  the 
band is not b lock ing  tra ins, it  is 
b locking access to the indus tria l 
park beside the track  where CN 
was housing some o f its m a in te 
nance crew.

“ The ba rricades are on our land, 
and th e y 'll s tay th e re ,”  he said.

M enard said CN is w orried  only 
about its tra in s  ge tting  through. 
“ O ur m ain respons ib lity  is to our 
tra ins. We have t it le  to that la n d .”

Last week, it  seemed an agree
ment over the indus tria l park had 
been reached. B u t M enard said 
“ when we exam ined it fu rthe r, we 
decided the m one ta ry  request was 
jus t too onerous.”

R o ta ry

a u c tio n

Timber bidder's 
identity secret

The Forest Service refuses to re
lease the nam e o f the company 
seeking a new aspen pulpwood sup
ply in the F o rt Nelson area.

A lthough i t ’s M in is try  o f Forests 
policy to o ffe r t im b e r righ ts  only in 
response to com pany proposals, a 
new pulpwood area is being offered 
w ithout the nam e o f the f irm  being 
ava ilab le  to the public, or even to 
many m em bers o f the Forest Serv
ice.

Accord ing to the Forest Service, 
the lack o f d isclosure o f the f irm  
name is at the specific  request of 
Don P h illip s , M L A  for the area and 
m in is ter o f in te rna tiona l trade and 
investm ent.

P h ill ip s ’ o ff ic e  has co n firm e d  
this to be the case, however, nei
ther P h illip s  no r Forest M in is te r 
Tom W aterland  were ava ilab le  fo r 
comment.

A press release from  the two m i
nisters said companies interested 
in u t i l iz in g  aspen and possib ly  
other wood residues in the Fort 
Nelson and Peace areas have until 
Feb. 27. to su b m it proposals.

A fte r proposals are ava ilab le  for 
public v iew ing , a public hearing 
w ill be held in  Dawson Creek on 
M ay 1.

the year. The more than 100 volunteer workers from 

Rotary, citizen band radio club and cadet groups 

are terming the event a real success, based on a 

smooth-running operation, no complaints from cus

tomers and average sales of 65 per cent of retail
p r ic e .  Citizen photo by Dave Milne

c o u n c i  I 
t o n i g h t

The re ta il p ric in g  o f gasoline 
w ith in  P rince  George m igh t come 
under sc ru tin y , according to  a le t
te r  from  the federal m in is te r of 
consumer and corporate a ffa irs  to 
M ayor E lm e r M ercier.

The le tte r, in  response to a re
quest from  the mayor, is to  be re
ceived by c ity  council at its  regu
la r  weekly m eeting, which opens to 
the public a t 8 p.m.

In  other business:
•  The f in a n c ia l fate o f P rince  

George A r t  G a lle ry  w ill be discus
sed when g a lle ry  representatives 
appear before council at 9:15 p.m. 
T he ir request fo r $5,000 was tabled 
u n til today.

•  An a ir  shed study being done 
by the E nv ironm en t M in is try  is to 
be the sub ject o f a verbal repo rt to 
council. P a rt o f the study is to des
ig n a te  on m aps where A -le ve l 
(m in im u m  amounts o f chem ica l or 
p a rticu la tes  in a ir)  or B-level (ac
ceptable leve ls) standards are to 
be expected.

•  Among item s tabled from  e a rli
e r discussions which are scheduled 
fo r  discussion tonight are: Assess
m ents on m ob ile  homes and t r a i l
e rs , p a rk in g  ticke ts  fo r  double 
pa rk ing  in the downtown core, f i l 
lin g  a vacancy on the c iv ic  p roper
tie s  and re c re a tio n  com m iss ion  
board o f d irec to rs  and ins ta lla tion  
o f concrete barricades along the 
school side o f Footh ills  Boulevard.
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Residents respond 
fo kettle campaign

The Salvation A rm y C hris tm as 
K ettle  cam pa ign  yielded $5,445 d u r
ing its  f ir s t  weekend on P rin ce  
George streets.

K e ttle s , m anned by v o lu n te e r 
w orkers, w ill be on the streets ev
e ry  day beg inning Thursday in  a 
bid to reach a goal o f $27,000 to 
b ring  C hris tm as to the needy.

Based on the increased need of 
fa m ily  services th is year, C apta in  
Don Law  is an tic ipa ting  a record  
num ber o f requests for C hris tm as 
ham pers fo r needy fam ilies.

“ M ore than 1,800 fam ilies have 
been assisted th is  year w ith  food, 
household item s, clothing and in 
o ther w ays,”  he said.

“ I t ’s p robab ly  the heaviest ye a r 
w e’ve had fo r ca lls of he lp ,’ ’ he 
said, a ttr ib u tin g  the increased need 
to the length o f the economic re 
cession.

The A rm y ’s to ta l annual budget 
fo r fa m ily  se rv ices this y e a r is 
$80,000, w h ich  has inc luded  600 
food parcels valued from  $30 to $50 
each, depending on fam ily  size.

A b o u t 150 fa m il ie s  re c e iv e d

h o u s e h o ld  i te m s  in c lu d in g  22 
burned-out fa m ilie s , w h ile  6,000 
a rtic les  o f c lo th in g  were g iven to 
m ore than 1,000 persons.

T rave l packs containing food ra 
tions were g iven  to 75 people t ra v 
e llin g  through the com m unity  on 
th e ir  way. to jobs in other pa rts  o f 
the province and hygiene packs, 
con ta in ing  d e n ta l m a te ria ls  and 
shampoo, are supplied to residents 
a t Phoenix T rans ition  Home and 
the A ctiva to rs  Society.

F unds  ra is e d  by the c u r re n t 
cam paign are targeted to prepare  
a m in im um  o f 500 food ham pers, to 
prepare  C h ris tm as dinner fo r s in
gle adults w ith o u t means and sen
io r citizens and to v is it those con
fined to hea lth-care  fa c ilitie s  and 
ja ils .

“ I ’m con fiden t we’ll m eet our 
needs i f  the people w ill open th e ir 
h e a rts  to h e lp  out as th e y ’ ve 
a lw ays done in  the p a s t,”  said 
Law .

“ I jus t p ray  people w ill p a rt ic i
pate in the cam paign and get in 
volved th is C hris tm as w ith  a neigh
bor or senior c itizen  by paying  
them  a v is it o r tak ing them  a lo a f 
o f bread ju s t to  show someone ca
res because C hristm as can be a

c ia l reve n u e s  o f  th is  p ro v in c e  
would rise spectacu la rly ,”  he said. 
“ We have a s tru c tu ra l surp lus.’ ’

He o u tlin e d  the “ jobs f i r s t ”  
s tra te g y  th a t w i l l  be the m a in  
p lank o f the p a rty  as it goes in to 
the next election.

F o llow ing  m odels in A u s tra lia  
and M anitoba, the NDP would ne
gotia te  a wage accord w ith  labor. 
Then it would mount a s tra tegy  to 
get 50,000 people back to w o rk  in 
the province every  year fo r th ree  
years, S ke lly said.

He p roposed  the g o v e rn m e n t 
s tim u la te  nousing construction pro- 
jects and finance  an overhau l o f 
m u n ic ip a l w a te rw o rk s , se w e rs , 
roads and bridges.

The N D P would  also increase  
spending on reforestation and s i lv i
cu ltu re , he added.

G overnm ent job  creation would 
increase tax revenues and increase 
consumer spending power, S ke lly  
said, adding tha t it would not in 
crease the p ro v in c ia l deficit.

“ I t ’ s n o t e m p lo y m e n t th a t  
creates de fic its . I t ’s unem ploym ent 
that creates d e fic its .”

The New Dem ocrats are banking  
h e a v ily  on a p ro v in c ia l e le c tio n  
next yea r and have already begun 
to oil the cam pa ign  m achinery.

In o rd e r to compete w ith  the 
“ b a rra g e " o f governm ent a d v e rtis 
ing, m uch o f it associated w ith  
Expo 86. the NDP has to spend 
money in advance o f the cam pa ign  
to got its message across, said p a r 
ty  spokesman Bob Stevenson.

The ND P p lans to use d ire c t 
m ail, m ore po lling  and m ic ro co m 
puters in th e ir  election drive.

Fund-ra is ing  has already begun 
in earnest w ith  pa rty  m em bers  
being asked to donate th is ye a r 
and to pledge fu rth e r donations fo r 
next s p r in g .‘The  r id in g  association 
collected m ore than $5,000 in ice 
cream  buckets passed around at 
the nom ina ting  meeting

Garage burns
A two-car garage at 6571 Bench 

D r was extensive ly  damaged by 
fire  about 8:30 p.m . Saturday.

The P rince  George fire  d e p a rt
ment is investiga ting  the cause. No 
one was in ju red

ve ry  lonely tim e  fo r those a lone.”  
Food ham per applications w ill be 

accepted u n til F rid a y  at the F a m i
ly  Services Store between 10 a.m . 
and noon and 1 and 3 p .m . week
days.

C o u n t e r f e i t  

b i l l s  p a s s e d
Citizen news services

K A M L O O P S  -  R C M P  h a ve  
a lerted law  enforcem ent agencies 
across the province to be on the 
lookou t fo r  a man and wom an 
passing coun te rfe it U.S. $100 bills .

The b ills  w ere passed a t several 
Kam loops businesses F rid a y  and 
Saturday, and the last com m uni
ties where they turned up were 
nearby C he rry  Creek and C linton. 
Police .speculate  the p a ir  could be 
w ork ing  th e ir  w ay north.

The m an is described as clean
shaven w ith  brown ha ir, about five  
foot seven inches ta ll. He is accom 
panied by a woman about five feet 
ta ll w ith  shoulder-length rod ha ir. 
Police be lieve the p a ir are tra v e l
ling  in a la te-m odel Bu ick or Olds
m obile w ith  B.C. licence plates.

by M A L C O L M  C U R T IS  
S ta f f  re p o rte r  

F o rm e r  s c h o o l t ru s te e  L o is  
Boone was selected Saturday as 
New D em ocra tic  P a rty  candidate 
in P rin ce  G e o rg e -N o rth  fo r  the 
next p rov inc ia l e lection.

H er ca n d ic a c y  means tha t i f  
Education M in is te r  Jack H e in rich  
decides to run  aga in  in P rince  
George-North, he w ill face one o f 
the most vocal c r it ic s  in the r id in g  

Boone, w ho stepped down as 
trustee in N ovem ber, voiced her 
opposition to re s tra in t in the educa
tion system d u rin g  her four years 
on the school board.

At a standing-room -on ly nom ina t
ing m eeting cha ired  by A lderm an 
John B ackh o u se , she o u tp o lle d  
challenger Bob Dhensaw, a union

o ffic ia l, by 116 to 42 votes.
She got support in her candidacy 

bid from  lon g tim e  party  backers, 
inc lud ing  fo rm e r  M LA A lf  Nun- 
w eile r and past federal candidate 
B rian G ard ine r.

In a speech to 225 pa rty  fa ith fu l 
at the Sacred H eart A ud ito rium , 
she a ttacked the Socred govern
ment for c u ttin g  education spend
ing. m ism anag ing  the forests and 
increasing  the gap between the 
wealthy and the poor.

NDP leader Bob Skelly followed 
w ith  a 50-m inute ta lk  in which he 
lashed the governm ent for ignoring 
unemploym ent.

He chided the Socreds fo r run 
ning a de fic it.

" I f  we had fu ll em ploym ent, g iv 
en current tax  levels, the provin-

Citizen photo by Dave Milne
P ro v in c ia l N D P  leader Bob Skell> with Prince George North candi
date Lo is  Boone at nomination mooting here Saturday.
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