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'The  ju r y ’s s t i l l  out.
F o r reasons shrouded in  secrecy, 

BC R a il has ye t to decide whether 
i t  w il l  use steel o r concrete ties to 
rep lace  wood on t ra c k  n o rth  o f 
P rince  George.

The C rown cop ro ra tion ’s board 
o f d irec to rs  was o r ig in a lly  expect­
ed to announce the rep lacem ent o f
185.000 ties las t September.

“ We’re  s t i l l  ga the ring  m ore in­
fo rm a tio n  a t th is  p o in t,”  says Mac 
N o rris , BC R a il cha irm an .

He said a decision would have to 
be m ade before ye a r’s end. Next 
yea r, continuous welded quarter- 
m ile  ra i l w il l  be la id  on 116 km  of 
tra c k  no rth  o f the c ity . The heavi­
ly-used section lin ks  P rince  George 
and the Anzac spur line  to Tum bler 
Ridge.

When asked w hy the decision on 
ties has been delayed, N o rris  re­
p lied , “ I ’m  so rry  I can ’t say any 
m ore a t th is  po in t.”

P rince  G eorge-North M L A  Jack 
H e in rich , a m em ber o f the B.C. 
R a il board, was s im ila r ly  t ig h t-lip ­
ped.

“ T he re ’s a g rea t deal invo lved ,”  
he said w ithou t saying what. “ A 
decision w il l  be made even tua lly .”

There  is no re g u la r ly  scheduled 
m eeting  o f the B.C. R a il board this 
m onth, but N o rris  said one w ill 
l ik e ly  be set.

The decision to e lim in a te  wood 
ties has been c r itic ize d  by a Prince 
George wood trea tm en t company, 
ru n  by  th e  D o m ta r  C h em ica ls  
group. The com pany fears it  and 
area saw m ills  w ill lose $3.5 m illion  
w o rth  o f business because wood re­
p lacem ents won’t be used.

D o m ta r trea ts  ties w ith  creosote 
p rese rva tive . The com pany says 
th is w o rk  accounts fo r 70 per cent 
o f its  business in  P rince  George, 
where 34 union w orkers are em­
ployed.

The lu m b e r business accounts 
fo r  about th re e -q u a rte rs  o f  the 
fre ig h t hauled by BC R a il.

B u t the Council o f Forest Indus­
tr ies , the m a jo r lum be r lobby in 
the p rov ince, says i t  has not taken 
a position on the m atte r.

“ We, as a council, a re  not invo lv ­
ed,”  said J im  Shaw, CO FI vice- 
president.

The ra ilw a y  has said tha t ties on 
s e c t io n s  o f  t r a c k  h a v e  to  be 
changed to reduce h igh  m a in te ­
nance costs resu lting  from  heavy 
coal tra ins .

W h ile  steel ties w ere in it ia lly  
considered by the Crown corpora­
tion , a decision on the ties was de­
layed w h ile  the com pany received 
quotes on concrete replacem ents.

CP R a il recen tly  shelved a plan 
to use concrete ties on its  main 
line  between Golden and Mission. 
Company spokesman said reduced 
fre ig h t t r a f f ic  has led to the post­
ponement o f a decision to acquire
125.000 ties from  G enstar Costain 
T ie  Co. L td .

Concrete, w hich has a longer life  
than wood ties, is being used by a 
g row ing  num ber o f ra ilw a y  compa­
nies in  the U.S.

BC R a il spokesman J e rry  Collins 
said last sum m er tha t i f  steel was 
used on t ra c k  n o rth  o f P rince  
George it  w il l l ik e ly  be used on a ll 
m a in line  trackage “ ove r a period 
o f about 10 yea rs .”

This was la te r denied by N orris, 
who said such fears are  unfounded.

The ra ilw a y  has m ore than 2,000 
km  o f track .

W hile softwood ties are  being re­
placed in heavy load areas, pa rtic ­
u la r ly  curves, on ra ilw a ys  across 
N o rth  A m e ric a , softw ood would 
s t ill be the m ainstay, he indicated.

INTERIM ORDER

N e w  b a n n e r s

P au l Z a n e tte , r ig h t ,  a s s is ts  c i t y  p u b lic  w o rk s  e m p lo y e e  H a n s  Jensen 
in  h a n g in g  a Z a n e tte -d e s ig n e d  b a n n e r, <tfow g ra c in g  d o w n to w n  lig h t 
s ta n d a rd s . T he  b a n n e rs  w i l l  hang  th ro u g h o u t th e  w in te r  a n d  .w ill be 
re p la c e d  in  A p r i l  b y  b a n n e rs  p ro m o t in g  th e  B .C . F e s t iv a l  o f the  
A r ts . Z a n e tte  w as c o m m is s io n e d  b y  th e  c i t y  to  d e s ig n  th e  w in te r  
b a n n e r a f te r  w in n in g  th e  c i t y ’s 70th a n n iv e rs a r y  c o m p e t it io n  la s t 
s p rin g . Citizen photo by Lisa Murdoch

Indians wi 

against in;
by C anad ian  Press

K IT W A N G A  -  The G itwangak 
band sa id  Monday it w i l l  ask the 
B.C. Supreme Court to o ve rtu rn  an 
in ju n c tio n  ordering  it to keep o ff 
CN R a il lands in  th is Ind ian  village 
in  northw este rn  B.C.

“ The goal is to have the in junc­
tion  set aside e n tire ly ."  c h ie f Glen 
W illia m s  in an in te rv iew  Monday.

The Indians w ill argue tha t they 
d id  not have an opportun ity  Satur­
day to argue against the injunc­
tion , granted in Vancouver, and 
th a t the judge was “ to ta lly  una­
w a re "  o f  the s ituation  on the re- 
serve.

W i l l ia m s  s a id  CN R a i l  had 
“ p layed d ir ty  gam es" and that he

Pamphlets banned

ijfp f
C itiz e n  news services

An in te rim  in junction  was g ran t­
ed in Vancouver M onday against 
the d is tribu tio n  o f a pam phle t by 
supporte rs  o f s tr ik in g  Canadian 
T ire  employees in P rince  George.

M r. Justice  Samuel Toy granted 
the B C. Supreme Court in junction 
pend ing  the ou tcom e o f a libe l 
action brought by P a c ific  Associate 
Stores Ltd. against local 1518 o f the 
R e ta il C le rks Union.

M em bers o f the loca l, who are 
seeking th e ir  f irs t con trac t, have 
been on s t r ik e  a t th e  P r in c e  
George outle t fo r m ore than two 
years.

The issue is union security . The 
union insists a ll store employees be 
m em bers o f the union.

In a show o f support fo r the 
s tr ike rs , union m em bers have been 
standing on s treet corners through-

Man charged
A 20-year-old P rince  George man 

charged w ith  sexual assault caus­
ing bod ily  ha rm  appeared in pro­
v in c ia l cou rt here M onday.

The charge stems from  an inc i­
dent invo lv ing  a 19-year-old Prince 
George wom an in an apartm ent 
e a rly  Sunday m orn ing , police said.

out the Vancouver a rea
p la ca rd s  and handing o i 
le ts u rg in g  shoppers to a\4

waving 
pamph- 

_  Cana­
d ian  T ire  stores.

I t  w a s  those p a m p h le ts  tha t 
p rom p ted  the court action. No date 
has been set fo r the libe l t r ia l

The dispute is also before the 
B.C. L abor Relations Board where 
the R e ta il C lerks Union is seeking 
to have P ac ific  Associate Stores 
L td . declared an a lly  o f T .A . Stead­
m an M arke ting  Consultants Ltd., 
o p e ra to r  o f the  P rin ce  George 
store.

P a c if ic  Associate Stores operates 
a ll C anad ian  T ire  s tores in the 
G rea te r Vancouver area.

A favo rab le  board ru lin g  would 
a llow  the union to p icket Vancou- 
v e r -a re a  s to res . A d e c is io n  is 
expected la te r th is  week.

d id  not trus t them  to not use the 
in junction  in d isc r im in a te ly .

W illiam s .sa id  about 20 workers 
a t Westaf*s; t im b e r m ill in  K itwan- 
ga w a lked ''o ff the job  Monday be­
cause they feared that they could 
be charged w ith  contem pt of court 
fo r going to th e ir  jobs at the m ill, 
which is located on land leased to 
W estar by CN R a il.

M ill m anager Don Johnson said^ 
he was try in g  to organize a meet­
ing between CN R a il o ffic ia ls  and 
band councillors to get the m ill 
operating again.

W illiam s  also com p la ined  that 
the in ju n c tio n  m ade smne band 
m em bers prisoners in th e ir own 
homes. The m onen t th e y  leave 
th e ir  fron t yards they are  stepping 
on CN R a il’s in d u s tr ia l park land 
and could be charged fo r  v io lating 
the court order.

"C h ild ren  could be arrested be­
cause they have to cross CN land 
to get to school." he added.

The band ch ie f sa id he hoped the 
app lica tion  could be heard today or 
Wednesday in e ith e r P rince  Rupert 
o r Smithers.

The ra ilw ay  was g ran ted  the ex 
pa rte  in junction  a fte r  it told M r. 
J u s tic e  R e g in a ld  G ib b s  tha t a 
group o f Indians had d riven  sever­
al vehicles onto the ra i lw a y ’s main 
line  here and blocked tra in  tra ffic .

CN R a il and the band have been 
negotia ting a d ispute  ove r owner­
ship o f the righ t-o f-w ay  that cuts 
across the G itw angak reserve and 
the  11-hectare in d u s t r ia l  p a rk , 
w hich straddles p a rt o f  the line. 
The band set up a blockade at the 
in d u s tria l park last week.

W a te r le a k
d o s e s

sch o o ls
M o re  than  600 s tuden ts  a tte n d ­

in g  B la c k b u rn  R o a d  e le m e n ta ry  
and  ju n io r  se co n d a ry  schools g o t 
an unschedu led  h o lid a y  today.

T h e  schoo ls  w e re  closed to  
g iv e  c i ty  w o rks  c re w s  tim e  to r e ­
p a ir  a leak  in  a w a te r  m a in  on 
G isco m e  Road b e tw e en  East a n d  
W est B it tn e r  R oads.

A  spokesm an fo r  the c ity  s a id  
the  w a te r  was tu rn e d  o ff a t 9 
a .m . to d ay  and se rv ice  shou ld  
resu m e  betw een 4 and  5 p.m.

B ecause w a te r to  the a rea is  
su p p lie d  fro m  a re s e rv o ir , som e  
hom es in  the lo w e r- ly in g  a re a s  
w i l l  co n tin u e  to h a v e  w a te r a f te r  
9 a .m . as the w a te r  bleeds f r o m  
the  s y s te ip , Jje sa id .

No e s tim a te  o f  th e  num ber o f  
hom es a f f o r d  b y  the shu tdow n 
w as a v a ild S li f r o m  the  c ity .

F U

INSULATION 
GRANT ENDING

Government grant for upgrading insu­
lation is ending Homes built before 
Sept 1st, 1977 are eligible for a non­
repayable grant of up to $50000 
Landlords and tenants qualify 
Electrically Heated Homes qualify 
tor low Interest Hydro Financing 
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5 6 2 - 6 2 0 0  

C O M F O R T  IN S U L A T IO N
Serving Prince Georgo since 1978

of all serious crashes
occurat
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school Choirs perform
School c h o irs  fro m  th roughou t School D is tr ic t  57 w ill be fea­

tu re d  a t the tw o -day  1985 C h r is tm a s  F es tiva l o f  M usic w h ich  
opens today in  V a n ie r  H a ll 

T o d a y ’s co n ce rt, a t 7:30 p .m . w i l l  fea ture  c h o irs  from  B la c k ­
b u rn , F oo th ills , H e rita g e , H ig h g le n , M a lasp ina , P inev iew  and 
V a n w a y  e le m e n ta ry  schools.

C h o irs  f ro m  H a ld i R oad , N o r th  N echako, S a lm o n  V a lle y ,  
S p ruce land  and W ildw ood  e le m e n ta ry  schools w i l l  be fe a tu re d  
d u r in g  the second co n ce rt a t 7:30 p .m . Tuesday.

T h e  p u b lic  is in v ite d  to a ttend  bo th  concerts. A d m iss io n  is  by 
donation .

J. H s Ltd .
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Fur fashions for 
every price and need! 

1 2 7 7 - 3 r d  A v e .  5 6 4 - 5 3 5 3

The financ ia lly -troub led  P rince  
G eorge A rt G a lle ry  w il l  rem a in  
open fo llow ing a decision by c ity  

' council Monday to g ive  the o rgan i­
zation two grants worth  $10,500.

Council gave the g a lle ry  a $5,000 
opera ting  g ran t and a $5,500 im ­
p rovem ent g ran t fo r the in s ta lla ­
tion o f  a fire  and secu rity  system.

The g a lle ry ’s s itua tion  was bleak 
e a rlie r  this m onth but im proved 
s lig h tly  when it raised about $4,000 
from  an a rt auction.

Even w ith  revenue, g a lle ry  o ff i­
c ia ls  s t i l l  pro jected a year-end def­
ic it  o f about $5,000.

A id . John Backhouse said he was 
concerned about the mohey, but 
said i t  was “ abso lu te  peanu ts" 
considering the c ity ’s need fo r an 
a rt g a lle ry .

M a yo r E lm e r M e rc ie r said the 
c ity  wou ld  look s illy  in  a llow ing  the 
g a lle ry  to close at a tim e when 
council is considering the construc­
tion o f an arts and convention cen­
tre  w h ich  could include a new a rt 
ga lle ry .

A id . Monica Becott supported the 
o p e ra tin g  g ra n t bu t sa id  B a ck ­
h o u s e ’ s c o m m e n t “ b lo w s  m y 
m in d .”  She told council that an ap­
p ro p ria te  com m ittee should investi­
gate the g a lle ry ’s problems.

A id . Pat B ra d y  supported the 
g ran ts and said the ga lle ry  pro ­
vides a service to the c ity .

I

IWA holds vote 
on merger plan

The In te rna tiona l Woodworkers 
o f A m e rica  is hold ing a tta llo t on 
the proposed am algam ation  o f its 
w estern and eastern regional coun­
cils  in  Canada.

The IW A has five  regions — two 
in Canada, and three in the United 
States. The western Canadian re­
gion consists o f M an itoba , Sas­
katchew an, A lbe rta  and B.C., said 
F ra n k  E ve ritt, Local 1-424 pres i­
dent.

The union decided at a regional 
convention in 1982 to w ork out de­
ta ils  o f  the m erger, he said.

I f  the prooosal passes, one re­
g ional Canadian council would be 
established. Th is  move wouid re ­
duce dup lica tion  at the two present 
offices,and a llow  the union lo  w ork 
on octf anizing.

/K tm n k  i t ’s a ve ry  positive move 
fo ro u r  m em bersh ip ,”  E v e r itt  said.

IW ^ w ie m b e rs  in Eastern Cana­
d a jjp jr c o m p le te d  th e ir  voting and 
p a ^ d  the proposal.

E v e r it t  said m em bers here have 
un til Dec. 19 to vote. B a llo ts  w ill 
be taken  at w ork  sites and me!:', 
bers who have been la id  o ff o r m is ­
sed the ballot can go to the IW A 
o ffice  a t 1777 T h ird  Ave.

Results should be known w ith in  a 
few days a fte r the ba llo t has been 
com pleted, E v e r it t  said.

B u t Aid. A r t  Stauble to ld ga lle ry  
p res iden t M u r ra y  M orrison  and 
D a v id  Jones, ch a irm a n  o f the com­
m u n ity  a rts  c o m p le x  a d v is o ry  
board, that he questions the m an­
agement of the  ga lle ry and said 
someone must have known e a rlie r 
th is  year the  o rg a n iza tio n  was 
heading tow ards financia l trouble.

M a y o r ' s  p l e a  

w i n s  a  s e a t
M ayor E lm e r M erc ie r and A lde r­

m en John Backhouse, A r t Stauble 
and Colin K in s le y  w ill represent 
the  c ity  on the F ra se r-F o rt George 
Regional D is tr ic t board.

The three a lde rm en  won in  a se­
c re t vote o f co u n c il members Mon­
day, while M e rc ie r  fin ished in a 
three-way tic  w ith  A lderm en M oni­
ca Becott and E d  Bodner.

Before a run  o f f  vote was held, 
M e rc ie r said i t  is  essential fo r the 
m a yo r to be on the d is tr ic t board 
and urged co u n c il to re-elect h im  
to th i# position. Council passed a 
m otion  to reappo in t M erc ie r w ith ­
ou t holding a second ballot.

M erc ier w ill have five votes on 
th e  board w h ile  the o th e r c ity  
a lderm en w ill have  four.

Bodner was named to rep lace 
M e rc ie r on the board when he is 
absent while A id . R ichard Godfrey 
w i l l  f i l l  in fo r  Backhouse, A id. 
George M cK n ig h t for K ins ley  and 
A id . Pat B rady fo r  Stauble.

Murder suspect 
"’unfit for trial'

A 1 7 -y e a r-o ld  T a c h ie  y o u th  
charged w ith  the  second-degree 
m urd e r o f an e ld e rly  Tachie man 
in  November has been found un fit 
to  stand tr ia l.

Cassiar R oberts , 86, was found 
dead in his s to re  on the reserve. 
P o lice  said he died from  loss o f 
blood a fter re ce iv ing  a single kn ife  
wound to his chest.

The youth appeared in p rov inc ia l 
co u rt here F r id a y  and was sent to 
the forensic p sych ia tric  ins titu te  in 
the Lower M a in land .

When he is f i t  to stand tr ia l he 
w i l l  return  to face  the charge.
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