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Y o u ,  t h e  j u r y
(In agreement with the art judges?)

O n c e  u p o n  a  t i m e  ( J u n e  
1985 to  b e  e x a c t )  y o u  m a y  r e ­
m e m b e r  r e a d in g  a n  a r t i c le  
b y  E r n e s t  G . W i ls o n  r e p r i n t ­
e d  f r o m  A r t s  W e s t  a n d  N o r t h  
a b o u t  h o w  to  b e  a n  a r t  c r i t i c .

W e l l ,  i f  y o u  h a p p e n e d  to  
s a v e  i t ,  n o w  w o u ld  b e  th e  
t im e  to  f i n d  i t  a n d  r e - r e a d  i t .  
B e c a u s e  in  s i x  w e e k s  t im e  
y o u  w i l l  h a v e  a n  e x c e l le n t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  to  t r y  y o u r  a r t  
a s s e s s m e n t  s k i l l s  d u r in g  th e  
f i f t h  r e g i o n a l  j u r i e d  a r t  
s h o w ,  I n  S e a r c h  o f  E x c e l ­
le n c e ,  M a r c h  16-22 a t  S tu d io  
2880.

W h a t  is  a  r e g io n a l  j u r i e d  
a r t  s h o w ?  F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  th e  
P r in c e  G e o r g e  r e g io n  is  c o m ­
p r i s e d  o f  10 c o m m u n i t i e s  
w i t h i n  a  b o u n d a r y  160 k i ­
lo m e t r e s  to  th e  s o u th ,  V a le -  
m o u n t  t o  t h e  e a s t .  B u r n s  
L a k e  to  th e  w e s t ,  M a c k e n z ie  
to  th e  n o r t h  a n d .  th e  n e w e s t  
m e m b e r  o f  th e  r e g io n ,  B e l la  
C o o la  to  th e  f a r  w e s t .

A n y o n e  f r o m  th o s e  c o m m u ­

n i t ie s  c a n  s u b m i t  w o r k  to  b e  
ju d g e d .  P a in t in g ,  s c u lp tu r e ,  
w o o d - t u r n i n g ,  f a b r i c  a n d  
m e t a l  a r t  a r e  j u s t  a  fe w  o f  
th e  t y p e s  o f  w o r k  y o u  c a n  
e x p e c t  to  s e e .

S e c o n d ly ,  a  j u r y  is  o n e  o r  
m o r e  p e o p le  c h o s e n  to  ju d g e  
th e  v a r io u s  w o r k s  o f  a r t  s u b ­
m i t t e d  f o r  c r i t i c i s m ,  p r a is e ,  
o r  p e r h a p s  ( a n d  m o s t  l i k e l y )  
a  l i t t l e  o f  b o th .  J u r o r s  a r e  
p e o p le  w i t h  “ f in e  a r t s ”  e d u ­
c a t io n s  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  w h o  
h a v e  e a r n e d  th e  r e s p e c t  o f  
t h e i r  a r t i s t  c o l le a g u e s .  T h e y  
a r e  u s u a l ly  s u c c e s s fu l,  h ig h -  
p r o f i l e  a r t i s t s  in  t h e i r  c h o s e n  
f ie ld s  a n d  a r e  o f te n  a r t  g a l ­
l e r y  d i r e c t o r s ,  o r  te a c h e r s  a t  
s c h o o ls  o f  f in e  a r t s  s u c h  a s  
E m i l y  C a r r  C o l le g e  in  V ic t o ­
r i a .

In  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  P r in c e  
G e o r g e  R e g io n a l  J u r ie d  A r t  
S h o w , th e  j u r o r s  a r e  c h o s e n  
( a n d  a n  h o n o r a r iu m  p a id )  b y  
th e  A s s e m b ly  o f  B .C .  C o m ­
m u n i t y  A r t s  C o u n c i ls .  T h e

a s s e m b ly  h a s  h ig h  s ta n d a r d s  
a n d  e x p e c ts  th in g s  f r o m  t h e i r  
j u r o r s  t h a t  n o t  a l l  j u r o r s  a r e  
p r e p a r e d  to  g iv e .

T h e  j u r o r s  m u s t  b e  w i l l i n g  
n o t  o n ly  to  ju d g e  th e  p ie c e s  
s u b m i t t e d ,  th e y  m u s t  a ls o  b e  
p r e p a r e d  to  t a l k  a b o u t  th e  
s h o w  in  g e n e r a l  to  th e  150-200 
in v i t e d  g u e s ts  a t  th e  o p e n in g  
r e c e p t io n .

I n  a d d i t io n ,  “ th e y  m u s t  b e  
a b le  to  t a l k  a n d  w a n t  to  t a lk .  
. . to  g o  t h a t  e x t r a  s te p  w i t h  
th e  i n d i v id u a l  a r t i s t  a b o u t  
th e  w o r k  th e  a r t i s t  h a s  s u b ­
m i t t e d ”  a n d  t r y  to  g iv e  e d u ­
c a t io n a l  p o in te r s  a b o u t  h o w  
h e  c o u ld  im p r o v e  h is  te c h ­
n iq u e ,  c o m p o s i t io n ,  o r  w h a t ­
e v e r  i t  is  t h a t  a r t i s t s  n e e d  to  
k n o w .

T h e  m a in  p u r p o s e  f o r  th e  
s h o w  is  to  b r in g  j u r y  a n d  a r t ­
i s t  t o g e th e r .

A c c o r d in g  to  P e n n y  S te w ­
a r t ,  c o - o r d in a t o r  o f  th e  C e n ­
t r a l  I n t e r i o r  A r t s  P a n e l  a n d  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  s h o w ,  t h e
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m o s t  im p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  b e in g  
a  p a r t i c i p a n t  —  a n d  th e  m o s t  
f r ig h t e n in g  —  is  h a v in g  y o u r  
w o r k  c r i t i q u e d  b y  a  p r o fe s ­
s io n a l .  T h e  le a r n in g  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  t h a t  ta k e s  p la c e  w h e n  
th e  w o r k  is  d is c u s s e d  w i t h  
th e  j u r o r  is  in v a lu a b le  in  a  
p la c e  l i k e  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  
w h e r e  th e  c h a n c e  to  t a l k  to  
p e o p le  o f  s u c h  h ig h  c a l i b r e  is  
so  r a r e .

I t ’ s  s o r t  o f  l i k e  h a v in g  a  
p r i v a t e  le s s o n  g iv e n  b y  a  
m a s te r .  J u r ie s  in c lu d e  w e l l -  
k n o w n  p e o p le  s u c h  a s  C a r o l  
S a b is t o n ,  S a m  B l a c k  a n d  
G o r d o n  S m i th .

A l t h o u g h  t h e y  c o m e  t o  
e n jo y  th e  h ig h  q u a l i t y  o f  a r t  
w o r k  s h o w n ,  th e  p u b l ic  is  o f ­
te n  lu r e d  to  j u r i e d  a r t  s h o w s  
b y  c u r io s i t y  —  to  s e e  i f  th e y  
a g r e e  w i t h  th e  j u r y ’ s c h o ic e .

“ V e r y  o f te n  a  v ie w e r  m a y

w o n d e r  w h y  s o m e t h in g  th e y  
l i k e  v e r y  m u c h  w a s n ’ t  c h o ­
s e n , ”  s a y s  S te w a r t .  “ O u r  t i ­
t l e  ‘ I n  S e a rc h  o f  E x c e l le n c e ’ 
r e f l e c t s  t h a t  th e  j u r y  is  lo o k ­
in g  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a n o th ­
e r  p r e t t y  p i c t u r e  o r  o t h e r  
p ie c e  o f  w o r k .  T e c h n iq u e  a n d  
o r i g i n a l i t y  a r e  v e r y  im p o r ­
t a n t . ”

D i s p l a y e d  w i l l  b e  t h e  
w o r k s  c h o s e n  b y  th e  j u r y  a s  
w in n e r s ,  th e  h o n o r a b le  m e n ­
t io n s  a n d  p ie c e s  b y  a r t i s t s  
w h o  a r e  n e i t h e r ,  s o  e a c h  a r t ­
i s t  c o m p e t in g  h a s  a t  l e a s t  
o n e  p ie c e  o f  w o r k  to  d is c u s s  
w i t h  th e  j u r y .

T h e  w in n e r s  g o  o n  to  c o m ­
p e te  p r o v i n c ia l l y  a t  t h e  v is u ­
a l  a r t s  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  B .C .  
F e s t i v a l  o f  th e  A r t s ,  Im a g e s  
a n d  O b je c t s  I V ,  w h ic h  is  t e n ­
t a t i v e l y  b o o k e d  a t  E x p o ’ s 
B .C .  P a v i l i o n .

A r t  N o u v e a u  fa s h io n
(Brought to you by the letter 'S')

E D M O N T O N  ( C P )  —  E x c e p t  
f o r  th e  le t t e r  “ s , ”  th e  d is t in ­
g u is h in g  f e a tu r e  o f  A r t  N o u v e a u  
fa s h io n  —  th e  c o r s e t  —  w o u ld  
n e v e r  h a v e  e x is t e d ,  s a y s  th e  c u ­
r a t o r  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  A lb e r ­
t a ’s  h is t o r i c  c o s tu m e  a n d  t e x t i l e  
c o l le c t io n .

A n n  L a m b e r t  s a y s  th e  b o d y  
h a d  to  b e  fo r c e d  to  c o - o p e r a te  
w i t h  th e  te n e ts  o f  A r t  N o u v e a u  
d e s ig n .

< T h e  m o v e m e n t  b e g a n  in  P a r is  
’ in  1895 u s in g  n a t u r e - in s p i r e d  d e ­
s ig n s  f o r  g la s s w a r e ,  f u r n i t u r e ,  
t a b l e w a r e ,  d e c o r a t i v e  a r t  
o b je c t s  a n d  c lo t h in g .  T y p i c a l  
m o t i f s  in c lu d e d  f lo w e r s ,  s te m s ,  
le a v e s  a n d  b u t t e r f l i e s .

B e c a u s e  n o  h u m a n  b o d y  n a t u ­
r a l l y  c o n f o r m s  to  A r t  N o u v e a u ’s 
fa s h io n a b le  s - c u r v e s ,  i t  w a s  m a ­
n ip u la t e d  w i t h  a  c o r s e t  to  f o r c e  
th e  a b d o m e n  b a c k  a n d  th e  b u t ­
to c k s  a n d  c h e s t  f o r w a r d .

W a s p  w a is t s  w e r e  th e  o r d e r  o f  
th e  d a y  a n d  in  w h a t  b e c a m e  
k n o w n  a s  th e  “ m o n o b o s o m ”  

i lo o k ,  th e  c h e s t  w a s  p a d d e d  to  
f o r m  a  s in g le  la r g e  c u r v e .

T h e  f a s h io n  h e ld  s w a y  f o r  
r o u g h ly  20 y e a r s ,  b u t  L a m b e r t  
s a y s  A r t  N o u v e a u  c lo t h in g  d e ­
s ig n  is  l a r g e ly  ig n o r e d  t o d a y  
“ b e c a u s e  i t ' s  n o t  s e e n  a s  
m u c h . "

B e c a u s e  o f  m a i l - o r d e r  c a t a ­
lo g u e s  a n d  d re s s  p a t t e r n  b o o k s  
p o p u la r  b e fo r e  th e  F i r s t  W o r ld  
W a r ,  t h e  c lo t h e s  m a d e  t h e i r  
a p p e a r a n c e  in  W e s te r n  C a n a d a  
s c a n t  m o n th s  a f t e r  th e  d e s ig n s  
h i t  E u r o p e a n  s t r e e ts .

E v e n  in  m a i l - o r d e r ,  th o u g h ,  
p ia s s  p r o d u c t io n  w a s  u n k n o w n

a s  d re s s e s  w e r e  s t i l l  m a d e  b y  
h a n d  in  C e n t r a l  C a n a d a  to  m e a ­
s u r e m e n ts  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  th e  
w e s te r n  c l ie n te le .

" S o  th e y  r e a l l y  w e r e  m a d e - to -  
o r d e r ,  d e s p i te  t h e i r  b e in g  a v a i l ­
a b le  th r o u g h  a  m a i l - o r d e r  c a ta ­
lo g u e . ”

H o m e  s e w in g  r e q u i r e d  a  h ig h  
d e g r e e  o f  d r e s s m a k in g  s k i l l ,  
l a r g e ly  b e c a u s e  d r e s s  p a t te r n s  
w e r e  d ie - c u t  p ie c e s  o f  t is s u e  p a ­

p e r  w i t h  n o  l in e s  o r  in s t r u c t io n s .
A r t  N o u v e a u  d re s s e s  c a r r ie d  

m u c h  d e t a i le d  d e c o r a t io n  w i t h  
e m b r o id e r y ,  a p p l iq u e ,  la c e  a n d  
c o n c e n t r i c  r o w s  o f  b r a i d  a n d  
r ib b o n  s t i t c h in g .

“ A  w o m a n ’s  d r e s s  w a s  p r o o f  
o f  a  m a n ’ s w e a l th ,  e s p e c ia l ly  i f  
h is  w i f e  w a s  w e a r in g  la c e  o n  a  
g o w n  o f  g r e a t  e x t r a v a g a n c e , ”  
L a m b e r t  a d d e d .
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Now, An answer 
to the stress 

of RRSP investing!
TOM MITCHELL
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1 0  Y E A R S  1 9 . 8 %  

3 Y E A R S  2 1 . 3 %

1 Y E A R  2 9 . 3 %

T H E  IN D U S T R IA L  G R O W T H  F U N D  RRSP

Stress is normal in RRSP investing.
After all. you must have an RRSP investment 

that does more than save taxes that offers 
consistently high returns without high risk 
And it's a combination that's tough to find 

But we have one for you. Industrial Growth 
Fund offers proven long-term growth 
Consistently. Best of all. Industrial Growth is 
managed for you by Mackenzie Financial 
Corporation under a conservative investment 
strategy which puts protection of capital first.

It's the answer to reducing the stress of your 
RRSP investing Write or call far details Today1

Looking both ways to manage your RRSP
Yes Mr. Mitchell Id  like to reduce the stress and 
increase the rewards ol my RRSP investing, please 
send me the RRSP Answer Book.

.Phone:

Home __________________________________ ;_______

TOM MITCHELL. CANARIM INVESTMENT CORP. 
Permanent Tower, 1520 - 3rd Ave.

Prince George, B.C. V2L 3G4 
564-2423 954-6019

SEE US AT THE RRSP SHOW, Feb. 7, 8 , 9 At The Pine Centre


