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M r .  N oon, a re c e n tly  pub lish ­
ed novel by  the  a u th o r o f L a d y  
C h a tte r le y ’s L o v e r , is in te re s t­
ing  m a in ly  fo r its au to b io g ra p h i­
ca l in s ights  in to  the  life  o f D .H . 
L a w re n c e .

T h e  book, a  so-so e ffo rt  co m ­
p a re d  w ith  L a w re n c e ’s o th e r  
w o rk s , f i r s t  a p p e a re d  in  its  
e n tire ty  la te  las t y e a r  a f te r  the  
m a n u s c rip t fo r its  second, la rg ­
e r  p a r t  h ad  been purchased  a t 
an  au ctio n  by  the  U n iv e rs ity  o f  
T e x a s . L a w re n c e , w ho d ied  in  
1930, d id n ’t  w a n t th is  section  
p u b lis h e d  in  h is  l i f e t im e  b e ­
cause he fe a re d  lib e l ac tion .

T h e  fu ll v e rs io n  w as  published  
in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  100th  
a n n iv e rs a ry  o f  L a w re n c e ’s b ir th  
in  a d a n k  m in e r ’s co ttag e  in  
E n g la n d ’s N o ttin g h a m s h ire , and  
i t  is a fin e  co m p an io n  p iece to 
F la m e  in to  B e in g , a  new  study  
o f the  a u th o r ’s li fe  and  loves by  
B r it is h  s c h o la r  a n d  n o v e lis t  
A n th o n y  B urgess.

B u rgess, w hose a rm -lo n g  lis t 
o f  p u b lica tio n s  in c ludes A  C lo ck­
w o rk  O ra n g e , has p roduced an  
en g ag in g  s tu d y  o f  th e  m e rc u r ia l 
L a w re n c e  th a t is a t  once schol­
a r ly , w it ty  and  spiced w ith  a  
n ice  la rd in g  o f  gossip.

T h e  g oa l B urgess has set fo r  
h im s e lf  is to  c re a te  a fu ll-le n g th

portra it o f Law rence as not s im ­
ply an author o f sexually  frank  
books  th a t  w e re  b a n n e d  or 
fought over in  sensational court 
cases, but also as the creator o f 
fa r m ore im po rtan t works in no­
vels, short stories, essays and 
poems.

In  B urgess ’s v ie w , L a w re n c e ’s 
W om en in  L o ve  is one o f the  10 
g re a t novels o f the ce n tu ry .

S ide by  side w ith  his s tudy o f  
L a w re n c e ’s l i t e r a r y  o u tp u t is 
B urgess ’ tra c k in g  o f the  person­
a l a d v e n tu re s  th ro u g h  a  tu r ­
bu len t, short life  o f  t ra v e l, i l l ­
ness and  se lf-d e s tru c tiv e  w ilfu l­
ness as a w r i te r  w hom  E n g lish  
h yp o crisy  d ro ve  in to  p e rm a n e n t  
e x ile .

T h e  f irs t  h a l f  o f  M r .  Noon, 
p u b lish ed  p o s th u m o u s ly  as A  
M o d e m  L o v e r  in  1934, te lls  how  
G ilb e r t  N oon, a young N o ttin ­
g h a m s h ire  s c h o o lm a s te r , se­
duces a  g ir l and  has to g iv e  up  
his jo b  an d  flee . T h e  second, 
c le a r ly  a u to b io g ra p h ic a l p a r t ,  
fo llo w s  G i lb e r t  to  G e r m a n y  
w h e re  he fa lls  in  lo ve  w ith  a  
m a rr ie d  w o m a n  an d  elopes to  
th e  I ta l ia n  A lps .

In  r e a l  l i f e  L a w re n c e  w as  
b a rre d  f ro m  te a c h in g  b y  th e  
b o a rd  o f educatio n  because o f  
his tubercu los is . H e  then  m e t

B o o k s

M r . N o o n , by I) . H . L a ­
w rence . P u b lis h e d  by C o ll in s ; 
382 pages; $19.95. F la m e  in to  
B e in g , by A n th o n y  B urgess . 
P u b lis h e d  by S to d d a rt; 211 p a ­
ges; $19.95

E m m a  M a r ia  F r ie d a  Johann a , 
B a ro n e s s  vo n  R ic h th o fe n , a  
m a rr ie d  w o m a n  s ix  y e a rs  his  
sen io r —  w ho, by  the  w a y , w as  
a c o u s in  o f  th e  R e d  B a ro n ,  
s c o u rg e  o f  th e  R o y a l F ly in g  
C orps an d  v il la in  o f  the  P ean u ts  
co m ic  s tr ip .

T h e  G e rm a n  b e a u ty  w ho ra n  
o ff  w ith  the  penniless m in e r ’s 
son caused a  scan d a l bu t F r ie ­
d a , as B urgess puts it ,  “ w as  a 
g re a t ta k e r  o f  lo vers  and  such  
s e x u a l e s c a p a d e s  as  N o t t in ­
g h a m s h ir e  c o u ld  o f f e r  m u s t  
h ave  f il le d  in  p le a s a n tly  enough  
such tim e s  as she could  sp are  
f ro m  lo o k in g  a f te r  h e r  th re e  
c h ild re n .”

H a v in g  abandoned the com ­
fo rts  o f  a  m o re  o rthodox life ,  
F r ie d a  re m a in e d  lo y a l to  L a ­
w re n c e  th ro u g h  th ic k  an d , m o re  
often , th in . F r ie n d s  sa id  h e r  in ­
a b i l i t y ,  o r  d is in c l in a t io n ,  to  
m a k e  L a w r e n c e  ta k e  b e t te r  
c a re  o f  h is h e a lth  w as  h is g re a t  
u n d o in g . B u r g e s s , h o w e v e r ,

L aw re nce , p h o to g rap h ed  in  
in s ig h ts  in  new  nove l, 

says ano ther w om an  m ig h t have 
brought order to L aw rence ’s life 
whereas his ta len t needed chaos 
in  w h ich  to flourish .

C haos is w h a t he got. W h ile  
th e  a d v e n tu re s  o f  th e  d a r k ly  
h a n d s o m e  N o o n  o f te n  w e r e  
touched w ith  e leg an ce , a d v e n ­
tu re  and  m y s te ry , L a w re n c e 's  
o w n  a d v e n tu r e s  w e r e  o f te n

f l -

1928, show s a u to b io g ra p h ic a l

harsh  and  tinged w ith  sadness 
in  h is frus trated  love for E n g ­
land  and  his fa ilin g  health .

He also was troub led by  his 
fam e  for d ir ty  books w ith  d irty  
words, since, Burgess says, he 
was rea lly  a  pu r itan .

—  R o d  C u r r ie ,
C a n a d ia n  P ress


