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V I D E O  S C E N E
b y  B A R T O N  W E IS S

V id e o  lo o k in g  b a c k  to  ‘6 0 s

E lv is  C o s t e l lo

These days, every video artist seems 
to be redoing the ’60s.

First in the look-back genre is Elvis 
Costello's version of the Animals' "Don't 
Let Me Be M isunderstood.”  The song is 
straight '60s, but Costello 's arrangement, 
with acoustic bass and xylophone, has a 
more subtle drive than the original angry- 
young-man version.

The video is another story. Costello 
and his bass player perform the song and 
shaky shots of the other instruments are 
inserted. This kind of shakiness is com­
mon in uptempo clips, but it almost hurts 
the eye when it's  used with this lyrical
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ballad. Once the viewer gets used to it, 
however, the jerkiness almost becomes 
another rhythm instrument and adds a 
rough Animal-like edge.

They love Lucy
The last look back is the most self-con­

scious one. Manhatten Transfer starts out

"B lee Blop Blues”  with simulated "I Love 
Lucy”  dialogue. When group members fi­
nally get into the song, they stay in char­
acter — as Fred. Ethel, Ricky and, of 
course. Lucy.

It’s always fun to look back, but isn't it 
about time that music and video started 
looking forward again?

L I Q U I D  A I R ,a>

DISTRIBUTOR

S U P E R I O R ^
W E L D I N G  S U P P L I E S
721 - SECOND AVENUE, PRINCE GEORGE. B C

P h o n e  5 6 2 - 2 6 3 0
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b een  C a n a d a ’s econom y w in­
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