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TEENAGERS

Sex disease 
epidemic seen
by MARGARET MUNRO 

Southam News 
VANCOUVER -  Sexually- 

t r a n s m it te d  d is e a se s  have  
reached epidemic proportions 
among Canadian teenagers.

Ana unless more is done to 
control the spread of the sex-re­
lated infections, the Canadian 
Pediatric Society say the epi­
demic “can only lead to pro­
found medical consequences in 
the future.”

“This is much more scary 
than AIDs because it happens 
every day,” says Dr. Victor 
Marchessault, an official with 
the society representing 1,500 
children’s doctors across the 
country.

The organization is so con­
cerned that it recently issued a 
special statem ent urging doc­
tors to be more aggressive in 
screening for and treating the 
diseases in children.

It is also pushing for better 
sex education in schools to pres­
ent the facts about the diseases 
and their often “devastating” 
consequences, such as infertili­
ty.

“We’re faced with the prob­
lem where kids enjoy sex, they 
know they can get diseases, but 
they know they can get treated 
for it so they aon’t really worry 
about it,” says Marchessault, 
adding that young people must 
realize there is no ready cure 
for infertility.

“Our concern is in the long­
term, with what is going to hap­
pen to the population” if the in­
cidence of the diseases, and in­
fertility, continues to climb, 
Marchessault said in an inter­
view.

The pediatric society sent the 
statement on the epidemic to its 
members in March and has sub­
mitted it to the Canadian Medi­
cal Association for distribution 
to its 38,000 members.

“ Sexually transm itted  d is­
eases can not be dismissed as a 
minor problem in the pediatric 
age group,” the statement says, 
pointing to statistics that show 
the incidence of gonon-hea and 
chlamydia infection in teenag­
ers aged 15 to 19 years is second 
only to that in the 20- to 25-year- 
old group.

All tola, there were more than 
8,500 reported cases of gonor­
rhea in Canadian adolescents in 
1983, far more than the total of 
all other infectious diseases re­
ported for this age group.

Gonorrhea ana cfuamydia are 
the most common diseases, but 
children are falling prey to the 
full range of sexually transmit­
ted organisms. The list of more 
than 20 organisms cause disord­
ers including gen ital w arts, 
herpes, syphilis, pelvic inflam­
m a to ry  d ise a se  and AIDS 
(Acouired Immune Deficiency 
Synarome), though it is the 
least common of the lot.

I n f a n t s  c o u l d  s u f f e r

“If the STD (Sexually Trans­
mitted Disease) epidemic is to 
be controlled in the pediatric 
population, physicians who care 
for children must be aggressive 
in the ir diagnosis, treatment, 
contact tracing and patient and 
community education for this 
age group,” the statement says.

“ Ignoring STDs in pediatric 
patients will not make the prob­
lem disappear and can only 
lead to profound medical conse­
quences in the future.”

T he m ost s e rio u s  co n se ­
quences, says Marchessault, are 
infertilty, problem pregnancies 
and transmission of disease to 
infants of infected mothers.

T h e  n u m b e r o f h o sp ita l 
admissions for pelvic inflamma­
tory disease, a leading cause of 
infertility, in 15- to 19-year-old 
girls increased by 46 per cent 
between 1970 and 1980 with 
more than 3,200 cases in 1980. 
The ra te  of ectopic pregnancy, 
a problem where the embryo is 
lodged outside the uterus which 
can also lead to infertility, in 
teenagers has increased by 63 
per cent during the past 10 
years.

Infants of infected mothers — 
particularly when they are tee­
nagers — are at risk of serious 
infection and even death. Better 
sc reen ing  and trea tm e n t in 
pregnancy and early diagnosis 
and treatm ent in infected in­

fants, the statement says, are 
crucial as is better sex educa­
tion.

Marchessault says the pediat­
ric society is planning to pre­
pare a sex education informa­
tion package for distribution to 
school and education ministries.

He says similar efforts in the 
past have not got far because 
the issue is such an emotional 
and p o litica l m inefie ld  for 
school administrators and par­
ents, many of whom feel sex 
education leads to promiscuity.

The lack of adequate sex edu­
cation in most provinces has 
not, however, stopped many 
adolescents from engaging in 
sex and picking up sex-related 
diseases.

Some diseases are the result 
of sexual abuse, particularly 
when infections are  found in 
young children.

A recent report from the fed­
eral Laboratory Centre for Dis­
ease Control says there were 70 
cases of gonorrhea in children 
under 10 years of age reported 
in 1984. For children between 10 
and 14 years of age there were 
291 cases.

The report says it is likely the 
incidence of sexually transm it­
ted disease in young children is 
under-reported because doctors 
may be unaware of the possi­
bility of such infections in a 
very young child.

DUCHESS PARK  
SECO NDARY SCHOOL
Student report cards for mid-semester have been 

distributed to students on 
Thursday, April 17,1986

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Monday, April 21,1986  
Gymnasium —  7-9 P.M.

T e a c h e rs , C ounse llo rs  and A dm in istrators will be  
a v a ila b le  to  d iscuss  s tu d en t p ro g ress  an d  to  
a n s w e r  q u e s t io n s  r e g a rd in g  s tu d e n t  c o u rs e  
se lection  fo r 1 9 8 6 /8 7 .

Firefighters battle blaze in Saint John, N.B., after a series of gasoline explosions Saturday.

GASOUNE VAPORS BLAMED

Blast damage surveyed
SAINT JOHN, N.B. (CP) -  Most 

of a 13-block area of the city’s 
downtown core, off limits since a 
series of gasoline explosions Satur­
day, reopened this morning as re­
sidents returned to their homes 
and businesses assessed damage.

A few streets remained closed as 
crews checked for gasoline vapors 
believed to have caused four main 
explosions that destroyed three 
buildings and dam aged several 
others.

No one was injured or killed.
Thousands of people were evacu­

ated from buildings, including two 
hotels and a nursing home, after 
the explosions Saturday morning.

by JANE TABER 
Southam News 

OTTAWA — The Katimavik res­
cue team that convinced Senator 
Jacques Hebert to end his hunger 
strike last month has cut its fund- 
raising goals in half.

“ We’ve scaled down the expecta­
tions given that we’re  moving to a 
new Katimavik," said Walter Bak­
er, a University of Ottawa profes­
sor and the president of the private 
sector fund-raising group now for­
mally called Canadian Action Com­
mittee for Youth.

“We discussed if we can do it 
and we decided that we should be 
properly humble about it. . .we 
shouldn’t set huge ta rge ts.”

The group has set a target of
1,000 participants on an $8-million 
budget. Katimavik had an annual 
budget of $20 million and 2,000 
young participants before it was 
axed by the Tory government.

Baker had been confident earlier 
this month that they could raise 
$20 million, but the optimistic esti­
mates were scaled down after the 
group met for the first time late 
last week.

Romance: 
The sky's  
the limit

TORONTO (CP) — For her en­
gagement, Angela Clarke was look­
ing for something romantic, per­
haps a candlelight dinner and 
some soft music.

What she got instead was hot- 
dogs, baseball and a m arriage pro­
posal in the sky as the 22-year-old 
sat with 38,141 other people Sunday 
at Exhibition Stadium watching 
Toronto Blue Jays lose to Kansas 
City Royals.

“ Angela, forget George Brett! 
Marry Me? Luv, Tom ,” said the 
sign trailing behind a Cessna plane 
flying around the ball park.

“ I know she wanted it (the en­
gagement) to be a quiet thing, but 
I was looking for something with 
shock value,” said Tom Frazer, 24, 
of suburban Scarborough.

“ I got the reaction I wanted,” 
the chuckling suitor said.

Clarke said she didn’t realize at 
first that the circling banner mes­
sage was meant for her, then “ it 
clicked.”

Frazer said “Well?” and all a 
shocked Clarke — whose favorite 
baseball player is Kansas City 
Royals slugger George Brett — 
could say was “Yes, yes, yes.”

Precise figures on the number of 
people ordered out of the area, and 
the cause of the blasts, were 
expected to be revealed later to­
day.

Power was restored to some 
buildings Sunday night and guests 
permitted to return to one of the 
evacuated hotels. A few homeown­
ers and businessmen were also 
permitted to return.

Mayor Elsie Wayne said Sunday 
night that a state of emergency is 
still in effect and water and sewer 
lines in the downtown core will 
continue to be flushed with water 
and foam for a number of days.

Officials refuse to speculate on

Baker and his group feel it would 
make the public “nervous” if they 
announced they were going to raise 
$20 million.

He likened setting unrealistic 
goals to “ self-inflicted wounds” 
and said the group could “ lose 
face” if it failed.

Government funds run out June 
30 and Baker says the group that 
includes former Liberal MP Jean 
Chretien and Hebert, is hoping for 
some “ hard commitments” very 
soon.

In addition1 to fund-raising strate­
gies, the group also discussed how 
far they wanted to go with Katima­
vik.

Marion Dewar, federal president 
of the New Democratic Party and 
a member of the group’s executive 
committee, said she’s more com­
fortable with mapping out a broad­
er mandate for youth such as dis­
cussions and programs concerning 
youth employment.

She wants the group to be able to 
provide an alternate voice for Can­
ada’s young people.

This may mean Katimavik could 
be eventually phased out or be­
come part of a much larger pro­
gram for youth.

“ I don’t think (Katimavik) met 
everyone’s goals but it could con­
tinue as one portion of a much 
broader mandate for youth,” she 
said.

Tony Macerollo, chairman-elect 
of the 400,000 member Canadian 
Federation of Students, agrees 
with Dewar.

“ Katimavik is not the answer to 
everything,” he said. “ It’s an ex­
perience program not an employ­
ment program.

“ It plays a limited role in youth 
objectives.”

Katim avik participan ts were 
enrolled in projects across the 
country and were paid a dollar a 
day and given $1,000 at the end of 
their nine-month stint.

Hebert, who has gained back 
more than half of the 27 pounds he 
lost during h is 21-day hunger 
strike, says the main priority is to 
save Katimavik and begin raising 
funds.

While he says he can’t imagine 
Katimavik being phased out, he 
adm its  som e m em bers of the 
group are interested in broader 
goals, but that the rallying point 
has always been the program.

The senator stressed that his fast 
was not only for Katimavik but 
also for the creation of a national 
voice for youth.

While he’s optimistic they could 
raise the entire sum, Hebert says 
the $8-million goal is a wise one.

the source of the gasoline that set 
off four main explosions, but it 
appears gas leaked into the sewer 
system from storage tanks at a 
service station.

A book shop and a vacant build­
ing were flattened by the blasts, 
which started fires that damaged 
several other buildings.

“The Bookmart just exploded,” 
said Kevin Burnside, who saw one 
of the first explosions. “ There 
were papers flying everywhere.”

At an emergency meeting Satur­
day afternoon, council declared a 
state of emergency in the down­
town core. Police are authorized to 
arrest anyone entering the area.

h a l v e d
He’s not disappointed.

“But we certainly plan to have it 
bigger the following year.”

Baker says fund-raising strate­
gies could include a telethon, a na­
tional workathon in which the pro­
ceeds of a young person’s work are 
donated to Katimavik, and various 
marketing strategies such as sell­
ing teddy bears, mugs, and prints 
by famous Canadian artists.

In addition to Baker, Chretien 
and Hebert, the action committee 
includes union and business repre­
sentatives, as well as members of 
national and provincial associa­
tions.

Representatives of various relig­
ions and all three political parties 
are on the committee.

Chess experts 
suffer defeat 
by girl, 1 1

GUELPH, Ont. (CP) -  There 
a re  some chess experts who claim 
women just can’t play the game — 
but being beaten by an 11-year-old 
girl must be really humiliating.

Sophia Polgar of Hungary is 
shaking the chauvinism out of the 
game with a vengeance.

Taking part in a tournament in 
this southwestern Ontario city over 
the weekend, she defeated Hal 
Bond, organizer of the tourney and 
a  top-ranked player. And to make 
it worse for the chauvinists she 
beat him blindfolded.

One of the players registered at 
the tournament had to be steered 
away from the young player and 
her local guardians when he pro­
claim ed loud and c le a r: "You 
can’t teach a woman chess.”

Polgar is one of three sisters 
Tim e M agazine described  this 
week as a Triple Threat.

The girl, who eats, sleeps and 
dream s ch ess  has becom e an 
ambasssador for an anti-drug pro­
gram sponsored by U.S. F irst Lady 
Nancy Reagan.

After touring much of the United 
States, she now is touring Eastern 
Canada to promote the “Just Say 
No To D rugs” program  which 
started in Canada recently.

“ I don’t believe there is another 
human being alive with her rating 
a t her age,” said Bond.

Sophia’s two sisters, Susan, 16, 
and Judith, 9, were also touring 
but have returned to Hungary.

To give the chauvinists some 
consolation, Canada’s 1984 cham­
pion, Brian Hartman, defeated Pol­
gar in the weekend play.
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12 exp..........
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$ 0 9 8

15 exp..........
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L O T T O  6 /4 9  &  P R O V IN C IA L  
W IN N IN G  N U M B E R S

___________Sponsored by

C O N N A U G H T  A U T O  S A L E S
Cleanest Cars & Trucks In Town-'

1797 Victoria St. 562-1341

D.L. 5145

Friday, April 18, 1986, the winning number for the main prize of 
$500,000 for the PROVINCIAL draw was 4211068.

Saturday, April 19, 1986, the LOTTO 6/49 Jackpot of $4,422,236.70 
was carried over.
The six numbers drawn were 7, 17, 26, 28, 42, 48. The bonus num­
ber was 43.
3 winners of the 5 correct plus bonus number category win 
$270,004.40 each, 321 winners of the 5 correct category win 
$1,929.60 each, 19,913 winners of the 4 correct category win $59.80 
each, and 376,723 winners of the 3 correct category win a prize of 
$10 each.
Next Wednesday’s Jackpot is estimated at $6,700,000.00.
In the event of a discrepancy between th is  and the offic ia l w inning num­
bers list, the latter shall prevail.

K a t i m a v i k  g o a l

D R I V I N G  A  
1 9 8 6  T O P A Z

The u se of a  fully loaddd M ercury  
T o p az for 1 year. Includes insur­
ance.
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