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LAS VEGAS, Nev. (AP) — Donnie  Mmells 67 at Desert
Hammond said he's not thinking — or at
Jeast trying not to think — about a -
chance at the biggest payoff in PGA
Tour history.

“l dont feel like there's any extra
pressure,” Hammond said Friday afer  while Dave Bar
taking a share of the third-round lead in @ 72
the nchest toumament on the pro golf
tour and raising the-possibiity he could ter with a 74 for 217.
 collect $457,000 for his week’s work. I
think of it as an extra opportunity. mmm*

“When you'e paying for $207,000 lor 3V 00 KING (cable 6).
first place, somehow it doesn't seem like o
$250000 is that much more. The
pressure isn' in the money. I's in trying
o win the golf toumnament.”

In addtion to the $207,000 winner's

share of the five-day, 90-hole Panasonic  in 29 years, put logether a steady 5-un-
Las Vegas Invitational, Hammond and  der-par 67 Friday 1o take the opening:
also are eligble for a round lead in the rain-suspended
$250,000 bonus if efther were 10 win. $250,000 Sunwest Bank-Charley Pride
Hammond, winner of $366,674 in a  Senior golf foumnament.
( is firsttide 8 Rain stranded 18 players on the
Hope earfier this season and  coyrse in the 54-hole event. The first
Pebble Beach Classic,  round was fo be completed foday.
-oriented  four Veteran Gene Littler also was five un-
toumament, part of  der par with three holes remajning when
was stopped.
Friday on whose last victory on the tour
NBA the Las Vegas Country Club gave hima  was the Havana Invitational in 1957, had
Boston 111 Afianta 107 Be for the lead with Bob Lobr at 202, 14  a steady, six birdie, one bogey round
(Boston  leads  bestof-seven . under par after one round on each of  over the 6,722-yard, par-72 Four Hils
secondround  Eastern series 3-0) ' throe courses at this desert resort. Loty Country Club course.
Daflas 110 LA Lakers 108 had a third-round 70 at Desert Inn in the Balding, who in five previous years on
(Lakers lead best-of-seven - hot, sunny weather. : the Senjor Tour had never led a fouma-
second-round  Western  seres  2-1) Larry Nelson, a former U.S. Open and  ment, made his only mistake when he
Denver 116 Houston 115 PGA champion, and rookie Dave Rum-  three-putied the par-3 No. 3 hole.
(Houston  leads  Dbest-ol-seven  mells were at 203 with two rounds to go. Chi Chi Rodriguez was alone in sec-
secondround  Western  series  2-1)  Nelson shot a 67 at Las Vegas,

H
a
— B
-
g
8
2

How will history remember
the Edmonton Oilers of the
early'and mid-1980s?

After their surprising elimina-
tion by the determined if less
talented Flames, it's possible
the Oilers will be seen by histo-
ry the same way we remember
the Boston Bruins.of the early
1970s.

The Bruins, like the Oilers,
possessed awesome offensive
capabilities.

Phil Esposito, the Slot
Machine, filled the net with
pucks as no one had done be-
fore. His 76 goals, 76 assists and
152 points in the 1970-71 season
were records until broken by
Wayne Gretzky.

Bobby Orr changed the game
forever with his brilliant forays
into the offensive zone. He lost
. his single-season goal record to
Edmonton’s Paul Coffey this
season, but Coffey fell one point
short of Orr’s record for points
in a season. .

The Big Bad Bruins of the
early 70s could slug it out with
the best of them, too, another
similarity between them and the
Oilers. )

And the Bruins had an out-
standing supporting cast for Orr,
and Esposito with the likes of
Johnny Bucyk, Gerry Cheevers,
Wayne Cashman and Ken
Hodge.

Do you remember how many
Stanley Cups the Bruins won in
the 70s?

Two — 1970 and 1972.

With all that talent, they won
just two Stanley Cups.

The Montreal Canadiens won

Sports

in 1968, 1969, 1971 and 1973, fol-
lowed by the ugly Philadelphias

" in ‘74 and ‘5.

But the Bruins won just twice
and you have to wonder wheth-
er Edmonton will sip from the
hallowed trophy again in this
decade. ;

The Oilers are still young and
extremely talented, so their
chances are excellent, but it's
tough even for the team with
the best talent to go all the way.

While the Oilers’ two straight
Stanley Cups are impressive,
they must bounce back to win
again or be remembered in the
same light as the Bruins — an
excellent team with some great
players — not a team with
claims to greatness.

The Canadiens of the 1950s
and 1970s and the Islanders of
this decade will always be re-
membered for what they were
— great teams that would some-
how find the way to win even
when it appeared all was lost.

This season’s Calgary Flames
were to the Oilers what the
Pittsburgh Penguins were to the

- nal, the first round of the

Islanders in the 1982 playoffs.
The Penguins led New York 3-2
late in the fifth and final game
of their Patrick Division semi-fi-

playoffs.

John Tonelli tied it for the
Islanders, then won it in over-
time as New York successfully
overcame this unexpected hur-
dle. The eventual result was a .
third straight Stanley Cup, a
string of NHL championships
not broken until two years later
by Edmonton.

It’s somehow ironic that
Tonelli played a large role in
helping the Flames oust the
Oilers.

Anything written about the
Oilers’ temporary demise must
include a few words about the
wretched Steve Smith, who
would be well advised not to
:opend the summer in Edmon-

n.

His gaffe was a monumental
blunder that will assume leg-
endary status in coming years.
I expect he’ll become the NHL's
equivalent of Bonehead Merkle
from the early days of baseball.

Still, he didn't lose the series
by himself, a fact the Oilers
themselves were quick to point
out during their dressing room
post-mortem.

Smith’s own goal put Edmon-
ton down a goal and the Oilers
had almost 15 minutes to do the
one thing they do best — score.

They couldn’t do it and they
didn’t win — and that’s the bot-
tom line.

And the bottom line is usually
all that history records.

Cadman keeps climbing

by DON SCHAFFER
Sports reporter
Laurinda Cadman’s drive for the
top of the srort of diving is acce-
lerating while she trains in Calga-

ry. ;
- Cadman, a former Prince

George College student who left
the Pisces diving club last year for
better coaching and training facili-
ties in Calgary, surpassed the na-
tional standards at a-meet in Win-
nipeg in April.

That qualifies her to compete at
a higher level, meaning she’s div-
ing against some of the best in
Canada.

It also means more work. But
that seems to agree with the 16-
year-old diver, an honor-roll stu-
dent at Lord Beaverbrook Junior
High School.

“The coaches are pleased and so
am I,” Cadman said in a telephone
interview Thursday. “I qualified
for the age: group nationals and the
summer senior nationals when I
made my national standards.’’

Summer club
hits water
for first swim

The Prince George Pisces swim
club began swimming Thursday in
preparation for a 10-meet season
that begins in June.

But the diving component of the
club will be lucky to get in two
meets before the B.C. Summer
Swimming Association’s provincial
championships Aug. 22 to 24 in
Burnaby after the death of the only
other program in Northern B.C.

The Pisces program appears to
have survived the winter-long pool
closure intact, president Gary Lar-
sen -said Thursday. Larsen said
numbers are down slightly from.
last season, but he expects them to
pick up next week.

“A lot of times people don’t start
coming out until after the first
weekend,” Larsen explained.
“We've ‘got 52 people so far, in-
cluding divers, but I expect us to
round out about 60.”

The Dawson Creek meet June 7
and 8 starts the season, with fol-
lowing meets running through July
until the Pisces hold their own
meet July 26 and 27. The regional
championship is in Mackenzie Aug.
9 and 10.

The diving club, under the tute-
lage of coach Bob Jenner, has 12
members and Jenner expects to
have about six more by the end of
next week. He’s also looking for-
ward to the club’s preformance at
the Summer Games, which he fore-
sees as the biggest meet of the séa-
son before the regional and provin-
cial championships.

He also hoped for some meets

‘within the region, but doesn’t

expect any this seaosn.
“There really aren't any other

.programs,” he explained. ‘‘We

were - trying to get some more
clubs started, and there was one in
Dawson Creek, but the club there
shifted their coach to the swim-
ming coach and now they don’t
have any divers."”

Jenner said the club hopes north-
western clubs will begin their div-
ing programs this season, and he
plans to take his charges their, but
he’ll avoid going to any meets in
Coquitlam, where the Sharks club
has invited the Pisces divers.

“They really just want to scout
us out,” Jenner said, citing the
club’s second-place finish at last

" season’s provincial championships

as the reason for interest down
south.

“I want our kids to be able to
compete and just concentrate on
their diving,”” he explained. “I
don’t want them to be psyched out
before the provincials.”

Cadman placed fifth on the

- three-metre springboard and the

10-metre tower and seventh on the
one-metre springboard in Win-
nipeg, her first meet in tower com-
petition. At the Alberta age grou

rrovincial championships a wee

ater in Edmonton, she placed
sixth on the tower, seventh on the
three-metre board and ninth on the

“one-metre board. There, she set

her highest scores ever, despite the
lower finishes.

“1 guess it was (a tougher
meet),” she said. ‘““There were dif-
ferent people there. Some of the
people used to be on the national
team, so it was tough.

“Now I'm diving against people
who have been at it for four to 12
years, and at first I didn’t know
what to expect.”

Since surpassing the national
points standards set by the Cana-
dian Amateur Diving Association,
she’s preparing for the national
age group championships in Etobi-
coke May 19 and 20, and for the

summer senior provincial cham-
pionships June 6-8 in Edmonton.

The blgfest meet of her first sea-
son in Calgary is the summer sen-
ior national championships at her
club’s home pool, Lindsay Park. It
doubles as the trials for the world
championship and Commonwealth
Games teams,

To qualify, a diver must place in
the top 12, a goal Cadman hopes
she can reach. She’s also glad it's
taking place at the pool where she
trains.

“It will be better. You get used
to the boards and to everything
that’s happening around you.
Unfortunately, it’s right at the
same time as my final exams, so
I'm trying to arrange something
there.”

Cadman began diving with the
Pisces three seasons ago and cli-
maxed her stay with the club by
winning the one-metre gold and the
three-metre silver medals at the
B.C. provincial championships in
Trail last August.

Merchant softball set

The Prince George merchant
men’s softball league opens its
annual icebreaker tournament
Monday, with its new 10-team ros-
ter playing all week and next
weekend to complete the round-
robin event.

The league lost the Blackburn
Burners, who finished in first with
an 180 record last season, to the
Spruce City Men’s Fastball Asso-
ciation. Blackburn has a junior
team entered this season, and
league president Al Meredith said
there were two other new teams in
the league, expanding the lineup to
10 from eight.

The Prince George Royals
moved from the defunct men’s rec-
reation league and the Indian
Friendship Centre sponsors a
team.

The league will play an 18-game
schedule, with each team playing
the others twice. League play gets
under way Wednesday at 7 p.m. at
the league diamond in Carrie Jane
Gray Park, with Partie Sound
meeting Electron Video.

Most games will be played at the
league diamond. George Coulling
Grading plays its home games at
the Willow River diamond, while
Blackburn plays at its diamond in
Blackburn.

The icebreaker tournament be-
gins with two games Monday.
Coulling plays host to JJ’s Pub at
7:30, while the Royals meet Croft

Hotel at 6:30 at Carrie Jane Gray.

The teams are divided into two
pools for round-robin play, with the
top two entering next Sunday'’s fi-
nal and the third- and fourth-place
teams meeting for the consolation
trophy, also Sunday.

Coulling’s division includes JJ’s,
the Royals, Croft Hotel and Elec-
tron Video. In the other pool are
Blackburn, IFC, Blake’s Moving
and Storage-Sunland Subaru and
Partie Sound.
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Women, girls
come together
to boost game

Prince George girls' and wo-
men’s soccer teams are joining
forces again this year in an effort
to help boost the growth of both
groups.

Two women's teams and three
18-and-younger sides from the
Prince George Youth Soccer Asso-
ciation have formed a five team
league with a 12-game schedule
gnd the regular season starts Mon-
ay.

Youth soccer spokesman Bob
Moynes says the league, now in its
second year, benefits both groups. .

“With three (youth) teams,
that’s really not enough for a
league, and with just two ladies
teams its not enough either,” said
Moynes Friday. ‘‘So we pooled
them together.”

The two women's teams are the
Runners World Spruce Caps and
Cariboo Chrome.

The youth teams are the College
Heights Strikers, the Nechako
Royals and Prince George Second-
ary School.

Moynes added that linking the
two groups should help the growth
of women'’s soccer. ;

“We're trying to create a transi-
tion between the girls who are
graduating (from youth soccer)
and the women’s league,”’ said
Moynes. ‘‘We're hoping the wo-
men’s league will grow.”

Steve Lamble, a spokesman for
the women’s league and coach of
the Spruce Caps, says both the wo-
men’s teams could use more play-
ers.

“We're hoping to get more wo-
men interested so that we can or-
ganize it better and have a greater
number of teams operating.

Games are primarily Monday
and Wednesday at Connaught
School, with some additional
games Tuesdays.

The Spruce Caps play PGSS is
the opening game at 6:15 Monday.

- Anyone interested in playing can
call Lamble at 565-6453 (days) or
562-8065 (evenings).

Meanwhile, the Prince George
Youth Soccer Assocation begins its
season in earnest today at Rotary
Stadium.

The league has 40 teams and 850
players. Ages run from the
youngest — seven- to nine-year-
olds in mini-soccer — to the oldest
— 16-year-olds in Division Two.

Division Four, Five and Six
games are played at John McInnis
Secondary School and Division Sev-
en apd Eight games and some girls
games are at Rotary. Most of the
Division Two games are also at
Rotary.

RECREATION
RUGBY LEAGUE

Registration and First Practise
Monday Night May 5th
~ 6:30 p.m.
D.P. Todd Field
For More Information Call

Brewers
Co-Sponsor the

1t ANNUAL
ICE BREAKER TOURNAMENT

for the
Mixed Fun Slo-Pitch Ball League

May 1 - 4
At Peden Hill Elementary School

Games: 5:00 — Dusk Saturday

8:00 a.m. - 3:30
FREE ADMISSION — SPECTATORS WELCOME

SPECIAL THANKS
To All Who Made This Tournament Possible

563-6630
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Congratulations to the Technical Department
for having worked 333,703 manhours without
a lost time injury.

PRINCE GEORGE PULP
& PAPER LIMITED

Canfor Corporation President & Chief Operating Officer, Roy Bickell
and representatives of the Technical and Woodyard Departments
proudly displaying the B.C. Safety Council Award of Honour.

Congratulations to the Woodyard Depaff
for having worked 397,370 manhours
a lost time injury.
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