Fraser Valley's
farming fields
turn to swamp

by JILL St. LOUIS

VANCOUVER (CP) — Water has
become the enemy of the Fraser
Valley farmer this spring as nearly
twice the average rainfall has
turned low-lying fields to swamps.

District Agriculture Ministry offi-
cials say vegetable crops are up to
one month behind normal years.
Berry crops are also late in the
verdant valley that runs east of
Vancouver for about 160 kilome-
tres.

Jack Brown farms 160 hectares
in the lowlands of Surrey, a farm-
ing and bedroom community south-
east of Vancouver.

Brown grows potatoes, grain and
corn for cattle.

“The whole valley is suffering,”
said Brown, surveying his Soggy
fields. He was eager to return to
work to take advantage of a tem-
porary clearing in the weather that
would allow him to do some plant-
ing.

“We’ll get a crop in, but it still
depends on what mother nature
does to us after we plant it. We
won’t catch up 100 per cent.

hard hit by the wet weather. They
are the tiny, tender potatoes tradi-
tionally boiled and seasoned with
butter and a sprinkling of parsley.

These potatoes, usually ready in
early June, will be at least three
weeks late, says Towsley, and this
could mean as much as $1 million
in lost income to producers.

- The leaf lettuce crop also is
about two weeks late, Towsley
said.

Producers, not consumers, will
feel the impact hardest.

“To a limited extent consumers
will pay more,” he said. “In B.C.
we tend to temper the price of
imports. If we're later (in produc-
ing crops), import prices will re-
main higher.”

Towsley said it is possible for
growers to make up about two
weeks of growing time, ‘“but we
need the good weather.”” He said it
is too early to put a dollar value on
how much producers might lose
due to the weather.

Marnie James of the Ministry of
Agriculture’s Cloverdale office, in
the heart of Surrey’s farming belt,
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The Victoria-area man and wife
are seeking an annulment of their
six-year marriage so the husband
can get a sex-change operation.
They plan to remain together.

The annulment is being sought in
B.C. Supreme Court because there
are no grounds for divorce, and un-
der Canadian law, the man must
be a non-married person before he

susceptible to bacterial viruses.”

Sawatzky is in the hub of Cana-
da’s raspberry district where about
95 per cent of the country’s rasp-
berry output is produced in a 50-ki-
lometre radius.

“The weather is on everyone,”
Sawatzky said, adding that in 15
years of growing raspberries he
can’t remember a worse year than
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treatment in preparation for the
operation.

The husband, divorced before
marrying his current wife, recently
changed his name to that of a
woman.

There are no children by the
marriage.

The application will be heard in
mid-June.

LUPUS?
Awareness

For more infomation

regarding this disease call
562-6273 or 563-1731

Public Forum at the Health Unit
Friday, May 30, 7:30 p.m.

MIDNIGHT MADNESS
SAVE ON CARPET

Open Friday, May 30 til 12 Midnight

Giant Savings on all
In-stock Carpet and Lino

i.e.

SAXUNY, premium nylon

10 year warranty, Reg. $41.95 sq. yd. ........... z sq. yd.

GUT"‘n |.00P, premium nylon

5 year warranty, Reg. $29.95 sq. yd. ............. 1 1 sq. yd.

STEREO. .|

(Only 2 Left, Hurry)
This great monitor/receiver, -
with its built-in jack panel,
is the beginning of true TV 4

moguldom-RCA stereo/ &0

video digital command center.

*28" picture tube/26" diagonal picture.

20" COLOR T.V.

14> COLOR T.V.

FLR460R XL-100 Model Outstanding value in a remote
control table model. Six-button ChanneLock digital remote

. with L.E.D. channel number display. Multi-band quartz crystal
tumng of VHE/UHF channels and up to 52 cable channels. NiendedLife chassis. |

%5469 | 386

Come and see our display at the Forestry Exhibition

bth & Ospika ......covvvveennnniinaninns....562-761
Massey & Ospika ..........ccevvvvvinnnn.
Beta Video (Spruceland Mall) ...

Check our prices we’ll meet or beat any competitors
prices on comparable products.

{
ELR339R ColorTrack Model ChanneLock 6-button remote = o |
control scans up or down, adjusts volume, turns set on and /
off. Super AccuFilter COTY picture tube, unitized

COMMERCIAL GAHPET, $Q95

Ideal for any areaReg. $15.95 sq. yd... sq. yd.

RUBBER BAGKS, for do-it- yourselfers SR95

Lots of styles, nylon ....cceennee T T sq. yd.

LINO, $5 95

No wax, 12, sq. yd.

* Free Estimates * Professional Installation
* 30 Years Experience * Free Storage
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562-6277

1550 Ogilvie Street
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