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Citizen photo by Brock Gable
This young male northern
mocking bird sings the blues,
and just about anything else,
from his perch on a house in
the Foothills subdivision.

Can he do
Frank

Sinatra?

by SHERYL THOMPSON
Staff reporter

Shrill songs fill the air and
residents are awakened by the
beautiful sounds of a recent
arrival to Prince George.

The male, northern mocking
bird arrived in the city about a
month ago and has been sere-
nading the neighborhood near
Tabor Boulevard in the Foo-
thills subdivision from the first
light of day until dusk.

The greyish-colored bird,
about the size of a large robin,
with white under-wing patches
and two white patches on his
tail has been the centre of at-
traction and many people have
enjoyed watching and trying to
identify him.

The mocking bird got its
name because of its ability to
mimic and immitate the songs
of many different birds.

Although this is not the first
time a mocking bird has been
to this area, it is quite unusual,
said Dave King from the Envi-
ronment Ministry.

“There has been a previous
sighting in this area within the
&?st two or three years,” said

ilson.

There have been more than
100 sightings in B.C. during the
last 10 years but prior to that
there had only been a few
sightings, he said.

“It seems the bird is expand-
ing its territory into more
northern ranges,” he added.

Conrad Jarosh, an orontho-
logist from the College of New
Caledonia, said the bird left its
wintering grounds in California
and probably tagged along with
a flock of robins or sparrows
when they migrated to the
area.

‘‘He's come much further
north than he should have,” he
said.

The young bird has chosen a
chimney atop a two-storey
house in a garden-like area of
the Foothills subdivision be-
cause it seems similar to the
field Easture hedge and garden
area he is used to in California,
said Jarosh.

“It's amusing and delightful
to have him here,” he said,
adding that during his 17 years
in Prince George this is the
first time he has seen a mock-
ing bird in the city.

During the bird’s songs he of-
ten soars straight into the air
from his perch on the roof,
flares his long, pointed tail,
lands and continues singing.

The dance is done because
the male birds are territorial
and he is proclaiming his terri-
tory and hoping to attract a
mate, said Jarosh. .

He said the bird imitates the
songs of birds in our area in-
cluding flickers, swallows, ro-
bins, California scrub jays
(which sound similar to blue
jays), nut hatches, buntings,
warblers, killdeer, eastern king
bird and western king bird.

His repertoire of local bird
songs also includes the cat bird
and others from his native cli-
mate, which is the southern
United States.

On the B.C. bird checklist
used by bird watchers, the
northern mocking bird is listed
as ‘‘accidental,” which means
there have been at least five
sightings in B.C. during the
&?st 10 years, according to Don

ilson, a spokesman from the
Prince George Naturalist Club,
and director for the Federation
of B.C. Naturalists.

“It's been fun for us to have
him here. It's been a real
thrill,” said Wilson.

The new city resident will
have to pack his bags and head
south soon if he is going to sur-
vive.

He may or may not be swept
up in the southern migration of
robins or swallows in mid-July,
said Jarosh.

60 THIS YEAR

Many refugees
expected here

by BEV CHRISTENSEN
Staff reporter

Despite the fact they no longer
make headlines, refugees continue
seek shelter in Canada, says a
spokesman for the Immigrant and
Multicultural Services Society
here.

As many as 60 refugees are
expected to arrive in Prince
George this B/ear. says Baljit Sethi,
manager of the local office of
IMMSS.

Although the flood of reguees
from Vietnam has slowed to a
trickle, people continue to flee
from persecution in Eastern Eu-
rope, the Middle East and Central
and South American countries and
find their way to Canada, she said.

For example, during the past
year, 18 refugees have arrived in
the area from Iran. They are
members of the B’hai faith and
were fleeing religious persecution
in that predominantly-Moslem
country.

Recently, the first group of Cam-
bodian refugees arrived in Prince
George and refugees also continue
to come to Canada after escapin
from Iron Curtain countries suc
as gzechoslovakia and Poland, she
said.

Others flee from Central and
South American countries and seek
refuge at a Canadian embassy.

The refugees have a year in
which to learn to speak English
and find a job. During that period
the federal government provides
them with a living allowance.

They face another crisis if they
cannot find a job within the first
year, Sethi said.

“We've had doctors, lawyers and
town planners who came here as
refugees who've had to go on wel-
fare,” she said.

“They feel so small and low and
we have to try to console them and
say, ‘Don’t worrg. you will be
working and contributing taxes.’

“We've had people who've had a
nervous breakdown at that point.”

The refugees are assigned to
communities such as Prince
George, where there are well-esta-
blished programs to assist them.

“Usually we receive a notice
from the Canadian Employment
and Immigration Commission tel-
ling us when they're arriving and
asking us to greet them at the
ai_liport,” Sethi said.

hat marks the start of a special
relationshiF between the newly-
arrived refugees and the society
which helps them find a place to
live and begins the long process of
helping them to integrate into Ca-
nadian life.

“‘We become part of their family
and take them to different places
and often, in the beginning, we are
the only ones they can come to
with their problems and their
fears,” Sethi said.

“But we can only do the necessa-
ry services, such as help them

obtain the essential things such as
an apartment, food, clothing and
schooling,” Sethi said.

“For emotional support we need
more help, so we introduce them to
immigrant women who are already
established here.”

Folkfest and other multicultural
events are another big step in the
integration of refugees and immi-
ﬁrants because the¥l really want to

o something for their new home-
land, she said.

The first step toward integrating
into Canadian life is learning to
speak English and the customs and
laws of Canada.

English classes often begin in a
space provided by a church. A
group of Cambodians is f)resently
taking part in a pre-English as a
second language program at St.
Andrews’ United Church.

“Those classes are mostly to get
the people ready for the six-month
English as a second language
classes offered at the College of
New Caledonia by CEIC,” Sethi
said.

School District 57 also offers
English as a second language
classes. But these are six-week
courses and students can enter at
any time.

During the summer, the school
district is offering special classes
for new Canadians which not onl
include learning to speak Englis
but also teaches them how to use
banking and other services.

*
Students hired

to aid program

A six-week summer program to
teach immigrants ‘“‘street English”
begins Monday.

Arranged by the continuing edu-
cation department of School Dis-
trict 57, the program will consist of
a combination of classroom in-
struction in English and excursions
to become familiar with the com-
munity and to learn how to shop,
fill out forms, use the banking sys-
tem and the public library.

“We'll be giving them an oppor-
tunity to learn street English in-
stead of just theory,” says Denise
Goodkey, co-ordinator of the dis-
trict’s continuing education pro-
grams.

Two university students have
been hired for the project using
money obtained through a Chal-
lenge ‘86 grant.

They will assist the English in-
structors and take students on field
trips.

The cost of the six-week program
is $50 per person. A limited amount
of assistance is available for stu-
dents who cannot pay the entire
fee, Goodkey said.

Fisheries men pelted
with marshmallows

by Canadian Press

KITWANGA — Gitwangak In-
dians chose marshmallows as their
weapons against three unarmed
federal fisheries officers investigat-
ing illegal fishing at a traditional
site along the Skeena River Thurs-
day afternoon.

About 25 Gitksan-Wet'suwet'en
Indians had pillows at the ready, if
the marshmallows weren't enough.

The Indians set up a protest
fishery earlier this week at a camp
about 180 kilometres east of Prince
Rupert in west-central British Co-
lumbia.

They illegally set a net Thursday
to protest the federal Fisheries
Act, which requires that there be
no fishing on Thursdays on the
Skeena River and that Indians
must have fish-food licences.

The Indians contend that they
should be allowed to fish when
they want and that they should not
be required to register for the free
fish-food licences.

When officers arrived Thursday,
they were refused entry to the An-
Ki-Iss ﬁshini grounds and were
stopped by a human barricade.

ereditary chief Glen Williams
told Robb Wilson, the assistant dis-
trict supervisor from Prince Ru-
ert, that Indians have their own
aws and that they would defend
their territory.

Wilson replied that he had no
issue with the aboriginal laws, but
he had an obligation under the Fi-
sheries Act to investigate the net.

Williams said Wilson would not
be allowed to ‘‘trespass’’ on Indian
land.

But Wilson told the chief he has
the right under the Fisheries Act to

0 on private property and Indian
and to uphold the act and its regu-
lations. -

He also said he didn't want a
confrontation, but that obstructin
fisheries officers is a Crimina
Code offence and carries a maxi-
mum penalty of two years in jail.

The Indians maintained their
blockade and when Wilson said,
“We'll be back,"” Williams replied:
“We'll still be here.”

When the officers turned to
leave, the marshmallow attack
was launched. The officers

appeared shocked but then laughed
as the barrage continued until they
got in their truck to drive away.

After the officers left, the In-
dians removed the real net from
the river and replaced it with line
with pieces of net dangling and
floats.

The fisheries officers did not re-
turn Thursday. But the Indians
said more protests are planned.

Socred women
elect executive

Linda St. Arnault was elected
president of the Prince George So-
cial Credit Women's Auxiliary at a
recent meeting.

Debbie Strachan was elected
vice-president, Bev Strachan,
treasurer, and Donna Brait, secre-
tary.

Truck burns

The cab of a dump truck was de-
stroyed by fire early this morning
near 125 Ospika Blvd.

Prince George firefighters extin-
guished the blaze. Cause of the fire
is being investigated.

No one was injured in the fire.
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Parts and pieces of the Pineview fire hall are handed to Brian
Spence, the Shell-Glenn assistant fire chief, as he and other Shelley

Co-operation

and Pineview volunteers dismantle it for rebuilding in Shelley.
Pineview volunteer firefighters have promised to help the Shelley

group in the reconstruction. The Pineview department will then
build a new hall on their site.

Tourist alert

The following people are asked
to call the contact listed below for
an urgent personal message.

Louise Anderson of Alberta, call
Maria Crews.

Larry Davies of Vancouver, call
Burt Poole.

Doug-Hinsche of Williams Lake,
B.C., call Judy Barber.

Rev. Jake Marten of Morden,
Man., call home.

Ray McBeth of Edmonton, Alta.,
Ron Arsenault.

Donald Rudds of St. Catherines,
Ont., call Eric Rudds.

Jim Woolsey of Vancouver, call
Sharon Markham.

good health starts
wi4h your spine.
{
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RV's
WANTED

Earn Up To $6,000
Urgently Needed
MOTOR HOMES & CAMPERS

For Rental Consignment

HOLIDAY R.V.
RENTALS

160 Queensway St.
562-8865
DEALER NO. 7887

UNFINISHED
PINE
FURNITURE

N L Northern Lights Woodworking Ltd.

Buy Direct From The Manufacturer at:

Ai“"i = THE TICKET CENTRE

1183-5th Ave. (Corner 5th & Dominion)

563-7277

[]6 X power zoom lens

(110 Lux low light
sensitivity

[ 112" Newvicon pick-up
fube

(] Automatic white
balance

(J Black-and-white
electronic viewfinder

(] 4 video tape heads

[J Automatic rewind

[J Automatic power off
(after 5 minutes)

[ Remote control
startistop

forwardireverse (SP)
[ Tracking control
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IDEAL FOR YOUR
SUMMER VACATION!

MAGNAVOX

Video Camcorder
VRK6815

(] Date display recording [ Record/Review Full VHS VCR
capability Earphone jack compatibili

[ Battery remainder J Infrared auto focus One track mono audio
indicator I Manual focus with recording

[J White balance instant focusing Fast Forward 3
indicator Auto/manual iris Rewind

() Low light level [ External mic jack 3
indicator ] Built-in mic 1.2 lens with macro

(1 Tape counter indicator [ Full-size VHS cassette - Weight 7.7 pounds (3.5

(] Tape counter with compartment kg) with battery pack
memory (] Still Frame (SP) (QDDIOlegte) T

[ Standby mode 3 X Search 6" x 742" x 13-3147/

15¢cm x 19 cm x
3BemW x Hx D)’

—infra-red 17 Function, wireless

remote
—4 program/7 days
—X5 & 15 search
—16 position/117 channel
—1 touch record
—4 hr. standby
—Auto rewind
—10 minute timer backup

MAGNAVOX VTM 2000

Video
ftatlon

;
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;
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340 Vancouver St.
(Across from the Odeon)

564-9698 .




