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PRINCESS MICHAEL: ROYAL FAMILY'S BLACK SHEEP
by P A U L  K O R IN G  

Southam News
LO N D O N  —  She’s convinced the 

B ritish  hate foreigners and freely  
a d m its  she finds  baby k iss ing  
loathsome.

P rincess M ich ae l o f K ent, the 
foreign-born, once-divorced Catho­
lic  who m arried  the Queen’s cousin 
in a V ienna reg is try  office and who 
has been derided  as a “ rent-a - 
ro y a l” is in an ideal position to 
know.

B ut h e r la te s t outburst w on ’t 
endear her to the B ritish  public, 
nor the rest o f the Royal F a m ily .

The s trik in g , six-foot princess  
sparked the latest blistering blaze 
o f negative publicity by te lling a 
U.S. m agazine: “ I  was not m ade to 
cut ribbons and kiss babies.”

Controversy crowns Princess M i­
chael lik e  the tia ra s  she w ears  
w ith  grea ter frequency than the 
Queen.

The latest brouhaha — following  
fra n k  in terview s aim ed at prom ot­
ing her just-published book about 
eight foreign 18th- and 19th-century 
princesses —  follows years o f hard­
ly  royal revelations.

T h e  book, C row ned in  a F a r  
Country, m anages to delve into lin ­
gerie  preferences and bedroom an­
tics which m ay be its biggest sell­
ing points as P rincess M ic h a e l 
tries to hawk it  as the basis o f a 
m ini-series to television networks  
on both sides o f the A tlantic .

Review ers have accused her of 
p lag iarism . Large sections o f the 
book —  220 lines in the firs t two 
pages alone —  w ere lifted  from  
e a rlie r  works.

“ Good heavens, w e ’re  ta lk in g  
about a few lines, technically it 
isn’t nearly  enough to be sued on,” 
said the princess last week as she 
c h e e rfu lly  signed “ M a rie -C h ris -  
tin e”  in hundreds o f copies at a 
London bookstore.

“ T h e re ’s not a historian in the 
country who hasn’t done it ,” added 
the Czech-born princess who once 
studied to be a hairdresser in Aus­
t r a l ia  be fore  red isco verin g  her 
blue-blood lineage.

E xp la in ing  that she sim ply for­
g o t to ad d  “ a fe w  q u o ta t io n  
m a rk s ,”  B r ita in ’s firs t se lf-em ­
ployed princess laughed o ff  the  
charges.

I t  w asn’t the firs t tim e she has 
been em broiled in controversy.

Last year, the princess insisted it 
cam e as a “ total shock” that her 
fa ther had been a m a jo r in the re­
viled N azi SS.

Y e t , M a r ie -C h r is t in e  spent a 
year w ith  her fa th er when she was 
16 and he attended the c iv il cere­
m ony in 1978 in V ienna when she 
m a rrie d  P rince M ichael.

The P rince , once 16th in line to 
the throne, had to renounce his 
place in succession when he m a r­
ried her, although the ir two young 
children, Lord F red erick  and Lady  
G ab rie lla , rem ain  distant, but po­
ten tia l m onarchs.

E v e r since she w alked out on her 
firs t husband, a B ritish  business­
m an, and the rom ance blossomed 
w ith  P rince M ich ae l, then a British  
a rm y  m a jo r, there have been no 
soft spots in B ritish  hearts for the 
w o m a n  w id e ly  re g a rd e d  as a 
schem ing com m oner.

The tabloid press, aways hunting 
for scandal, counted down the days 
between the ir m arriag e  and the 
b irth  o f F red erick  (nine months, 10 
days).

Th e  co u p le ’s f in a n c ia l s tra its  
have been fodder for gossip, as 
was the princess’ close relationship  
w ith  a Texas oil tycoon.

N e ith er the prince or princess is 
on the royal list —  that group of 
senior royals which receive money 
from  the state —  nor have they in­
dependent w ealth.

They live in Kensington Palace  
(next door to P rince Charles and 
Princess D ian a ) and the Queen is 
w id e ly  believed to top up th e ir  
60,000-pound annual income to de­
fra y  an estim ated 120,000 pounds 
w orth o f expenses.

To m ake ends m eet, P rince M i­
chael holds a series of corporate  
directorships. M eanw hile, the prin­
cess has been accused o f taking  
fees fo r opening shopping m alls  
and new factories. Hence the rent- 
a-royal tag.

None of which has im proved her 
standing w ith  Britons who expect 
roya lty  to be, w ell, regal.

Y et the princess has apparently  
m ade enem ies in the palace for 
being too “ re g a l” .

O th e r m em b ers  o f the R oyal 
F a m ily  reportedly re fer to her as 
“ P rin c e s s  P u s h y ” . B ehind  h er  
back, her s ta ff call her “ Y our G ra ­
ciousness” and Prince Andrew , in 
his swashbuckling days o f rom anc­
ing soft-porn actress Koo Stark, 
allowed that the worst thing in the 
w orld  would be having “ dinner  
w ith  Princess M ic h a e l.”

S till, the 41-year-old princess has 
m ade as m any enemies by being 
bru ta lly  honest as for what she 
says.

“ The British love fa ilu res ,” she
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said, adding that she would “ never 
become B ritish  even if  I  live here 
for the rest o f m y  life .’’

The B r it is h  "d is tru s t fo re ig n ­
e rs .” They th ink “ the wogs begin 
in C ala is ,” she added as she ex­
p la ined  h er p re fe ren ce  fo r the  
United States.

“ I  feel content when I  am  in 
A m erica because anyone can make

it th e re  w ith  just n o rm al in te l­
ligence and lots of hard work. In  
E ngland you have to fight against 
pre ju d ice .”

T h e  princess c la im s she isn’t 
about to decam p to the U nited  
States but it  seems few  in B rita in  
would be sad to see her go.

She has struggled to the top. Her 
p a re n ts  d iv o rc e d  w hen M a r ie -

Christine von R eibn itz  was a child 
and she grew up distanced from  
her noble lineage.

When she returned to A ustria as 
a young woman and “ discovered 
she was related to Tom , D ick and 
Duke H a rry ,” says her biographer 
P e te r Lane, “ it  gave h er ideas 
above her station and the resent­
m ent that she h ad n ’t been able to

lo rd  it over others.”
But the im pulse to succeed has 

long been central to M arie -C hris - 
t in e ’s turbulent life.

And despite the w idely held view  
th a t  her m a rr ia g e  was no th ing  
m ore than a w ay to snare a royal 
husband, those close to the couple 
insist it was a love m atch. 

M a r ie -C h r is t in e  had a lr e a d y

started a successful business as an 
in terior decorator before she m ar­
ried Prince M ichael.

W hether she is now sim ply cash­
ing in on her roya lty  to flog her 
book or, as she c la im s, is strug­
gling to do m ore w ith her life  than 
“ kiss babies,”  Princess M ic h a e l’s 
undoubted position as B r ita in ’s 
most-disliked royal seems assured.
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L a t e r ,  P a y  L a t e r
BOOK YOUR WINTER VACATION NOW -  PAY UP TO 59 DAYS 
AFTER YOU TRAVEL

NO INTEREST, NO CARRYING CHARGES!

NO PAYMENTS UNTIL AFTER YOU TRAVEL!

Simply use your Sears Card to book any holiday destinations offered 
by the suppliers shown below. Your Sears Account will not be charged 
until the month in which you travel. In fact, you may have up to 59 days 
after departure without interest or carrying charges.
For complete details on how you can take advantage of the Sears 
Travel Deferred Payment Plan, visit your nearest Sears Travel Service 
today.
INSURANCE TOO!

HURRY IN -  YOU MUST BOOK YOUR VACATION ON YOUR SEARS 
CARD BETWEEN SEPT 6,1986 AND NOV. 1,1986 TO TAKE ADVAN­
TAGE OF THIS AMAZING DEFERRED CREDIT OFFER.
No Sears Card? Ask us how to get yours.

PLUS -  PRICE GUARANTEE

If you see the advertised price of your holiday is reduced by our 
supplier prior to your departure, you will receive the lower price.
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S e a r s  T r a v e l C lu b

M o r e  v a l u e  i n  e v e r y  v a c a t i o n

BONUS1 O f l M I I Q  CO M PLIM ENTA RY
D U I M U O  ONE-YEAR M E M B E R S H IP

with any vacation purchased from the suppliers below, you will receive a 
complimentary one-year membership (valid until December 31,1987) in the Sears Travel Club.

Members are entitled to:

NO-FEE TRAVELLERS CHEQUES
a great way to save

DISCOUNT INSURANCE
for club members only on travel insurance packages

SUBSCRIPTION TO GLOBEHOPPER 
MAGAZINE
a quality travel magazine, full of travel tips and destination 
profiles

WHOLESALE RATES ON FOREIGN CURRENCY
so you can afford more spending money

SPECIAL MERCHANDISE DISCOUNTS
low prices or. passport photos, luggage and more

VACATION SPECIALS
impressive vacation offers you'll not likely find 
elsewhere

ALSO PREMIERE GIFTS for enrolling before 
Dec. 31,1986.

DELUXE LEATHER LUGGAGE TAG
with genuine brass inserts. Sturdy and elegant.

CURRENCY-CONVERTING CALCULATOR
for globe hopping and shopping

TRAVEL DISCOUNT COUPON BOOK
savings on meals, sporting events, attractions and 
more.

ENROLL Visit your nearest Sears Travel Office 
THHAV *or ^e,a'*s on ^ow ,0 enr0' l in the Sears 
I UU/\Y Travel Club and get more value for your 
vacation dollar. Only at Sears!
For a limited time only: Memberships may be obtained 
by paying a low introductory membership fee of $15. 
(Good until Dec. 31,1987). After Nov. 1,1986 the fee will 
be $20 -  no purchase necessary.

THE SEARS TRAVEL 
GUARANTEE
Offering something special to those who pur­
chased our preferred travel insurance coverage
SEARS TRAVEL GUARANTEE PROVIDES: 
Excellent protection and value 
Protection against interruption in service 
Monies paid prior to departure are protected 
$70 per person per day in repatriation expenses 
Return airfare when necessary-at no c o s t  
to you
PLUS refund the appropriate portion of your 
vacation should you return earlier than 
planned.
TRAVEL WITH PEACE OF MIND -  TRAVEL 
WITH THE SEARS TRAVEL GUARANTEE 
Ask Sears Travel for details, terms and 
conditions to-day.

1 week _ __ _____
from T  Airfare only

Departures from Vancouver Dec. 2 5 ,1 9 8 6 -April 23,1987

A Tropical Travel Bargain
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Waikiki Sand Villa 1 week from $588
$7572 weeks from

One week departures Jan. 2-29; 2 weeks Dec. 2 5 - Jan. 29 
Includes round-trip airfare, transfers, baggage handling, accommodation as 
selected, flower lei greeting, full breakfast, travel bag and services of a 
FunSun representative.

Mexico
1 wk 
from Puerto Vallarta

Departures from Vancouver Jan. 2-23

Great Holiday Package Value! 
Puerto Vallarta
H o te l D e lm a r  3, 4 Nights from
Includes return airfare, transfers, baggage handling, accommodation as selected 
and sen/ices of a destination representative.

*5 5 9
Airfare only,
from Vancouver Dec. 26 -  Feb. 4 from

$ 379
® T O U R A M

2 nights 
from

R eno
$ 1 8 9 Airfare only

Departures Oct. 26, 30, Nov. 2, 6 from Vancouver

ONSLOW HOTEL
Departures Oct. 26 to Dec. 18 3-4 Nights from
Includes return airfare, transfers, baggage handling, accommodation as selected 
and services of a destination ,epresentative.

*249
3 , 4 , 7 -n ig h t p a c k a g e s  a lso  a v a ila b le

C a li fo rn ia  C ru is e

A z u re  S e a s  H o te l
Based on 4 sharing Daily departures 
Departure Nov. 3, 17, 24, Dec. 18

4 Nights from
$ 699
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Pine Centre 564-4604
P R O T E C T  Y O U R  V A C A T I O N  W I T H  V O Y A G E U R  T R A V E L  I N S U R A N C E  -  W E  R E C O M M E N D  IT !

P ric e s  and dates s h p w n  are th o se  available at ad v e rtis in g  d eadlines an d  are  subiect to  being so ld  o u t or c h a n g e  and to a s u rc h a rg e  by the op e rato r w itho u t n o tic e  Prices m a y  va ry  d e p e n d in g  up o n  d ate  ol travel a c co m m o d atio n  selected and are per p e rs o n  
based on double o c c u p a n c y  un le ss othe rw ise  state d Te rm s  and co nditions a p p lica b le  to th ese o ffe rin g s  are th o s e  detailed in  the suppliers brochure(S) P r ic e s  s h o w n  d o  not in clud e  airport hotel ta »e s  a n d  or s ervice charges or any item  ol a p e rso na l nature 
unless specified T h is  oiler m ay not be val'd in c o njunction w>!h any other discount or incentive offered by either S e a rs  Travel or its s u p p lie rs ) C o p yrig h t C a n a d a  1985 S e a rs  C a n a d a  Inc A n y  reproduction w ithout the written consent ol Sears C a n a d a  Inc is prohibited

your money’s worth ... and more


