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A  b a s e b a l l  f i l m  a l m o s t  l i k e  i t  o u g h t a  b e

Robert Redford
It’s often said that sports movies se l­

dom work —  one explanation being that 
there is no w ay to approxim ate the  
suspense generated by a real-life sports 
event in a movie. Som e people think 
thatthe 1984 re lease The Natural (NBC, 
Oct. 2 6 ) is that rare sports movie that 
does work, though it's a gussied-up m elo­
dram a designed to glorify its blond-haired  
prince-star, Robert Redford. A diminution 
of Bernard M alam ud's novel, this Barry 
Levinson-directed picture gives us R ed­
ford as a mythic ballplayer, in a ta le  
glazed with nostalgia.

The movie seem s to have been  
conceived in relay by Norman Rockwell, 
Edward Hopper and Sylvester Stallone. 
Redford appears to be trying to give a 
serious perform ance, which means that 
he com es across very subdued —  too  
subdued. The picture is corny beyond b e ­
lief: There's  even the Good Woman  
(Glenn C lose, acting virtuous), who has  
borne Redford a secret son; and the Bad  
Women (murderous, vampy Barbara Her- 
shey and slinky blonde Kim Basinger). 
("T h e  N atural'' will not air if there is a 
G am e 7 of the World Series.)

C B S ’s competition is the m ade-for-TV  
movie W ho is Julia? M are Winningham  
shows her talent in the dual role of two 
women who are struck down in an ac c i­
dent. their fa tes  joined in a brain-trans- 
plant operation. The dram a explores  
some of the moral implications of m edical 
science's advances.

A brain disorder also figures in the NBC  
"m ade-for" S tranger in My Bed (O ct. 27 ). 
Lindsay W agner stars in this based-on- 
fact dram a, playing a woman suffering
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from am nesia as the result of an auto a c ­
cident. The dilemma here is that the wom ­
an 's sense of identity and her family re la ­
tionships have been adversely affected: 
She feels like a stranger in her own 
house, and her husband (Armand As- 
sante) senses the d ifference, too. Am­
nesia has been the subject for dozens of 
movies through the years. Usually, it has  
been explo ited for its novelty potential in 
thrillers and m elodram as. "S tranger in My 
B ed” is probably the first "seriou s" TV  
treatm ent.

For those who need their w eekly  fix of 
terror, th e re ’s Easy Prey (ABC, O ct. 26 ). 
Shaw nee Smith stars as a 16-year-old  
girl who is abducted by a serial rapist- 
murderer and then taken on a harrowing 
cross-country journey. G erald M cR aney  
("S im on & Sim on” ) tries a change-of- 
p ace  role, playing the psychopathic kid­
napper.' Those who worry that "E asy  
P rey” will degenerate  into an explo itative  
view of rape should know that this story 
ends up as a ta le  of survival against great 
odds.
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"The Largest Spring Inventories in B.C."
S P R I N G  R E B U I L D I N G  —  U - B O L T S  

S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

1 -800-292-8348
FOR TRAILERS INCLUDING: G o o s e n e c k ,  I n d u s t r i a l ,  H o r s e ,  B o a t ,
U t i l i t y  a n d  T r a v e l .
WE STOCK: B e a r in g s ,  S e a l s ,  B r a k e  S h o e s ,  B r a k e  D r u m s ,  B r a k e
P a r t s ,  5 t h  W h e e l ,  P in t le  H o o k s ,  T r a i l e r  J a c k s ,  P a r t s ,  S h a c k le s ,  W i r i n g .
L ig h t s ,  F e n d e r s ,  W h e e l s  &  T i r e s .

PLUS:
•  E le c t r i c  b r a k e  s y s t e m s
•  V a c u u m  o r  a i r  o v e r  h y d r a u l i c  

b r a k e  s y s t e m s  u p  t o  1 0 , 0 0 0  
lb s .  c a p a c i t y  p e r  a x le

•  W e  s u p p l y  a x e l s  f r o m  1 , 5 0 0  t o  
1 0 , 0 0 0  lb s .  c a p a c i t y

• HITCHES INCLUDING: U t i l i t y  
f r a m e ,  E q u a l i z e r ,  A n t i - s w a y  
c o n t r o l s .  S p i n d l e s ,  C o u p l e r s ,
S p r i n g s ,  T a n d e m  K i t s .
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•  WELDING •  REPAIRS •  OVERLOADS  
FAST FAST FAST SERVICE

21 years of continuous service. “We service what we sell 
Service Is our most important product.
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Trailer Wiring —  Trailer Hitches —  Shock Absorbers


