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Afghan guerrillas
seek Islamic state

by BARRY RENFREW

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) —
Many of the guerrillas battling
government forces in Afghanistan
say they are fighting above all to
create a pure Islamic state.

It would be the third Islamic
state in the immediate area, next
to Iran and Pakistan.

Some guerrillas’ religious zeal
transcends even their determina-
tion to topple Afghanistan’s com-
munist government and drive out
the estimated 115,000 Soviet troops
supporting it.

“First we fight for Allah, then
we fight for freedom,” Yaqub
Shah, a senior guerrilla military
commander, told an Associated
Press reporter during a trip to
eastern Afghanistan. I

His comment was not unusual
among the guerrillas.

However, some non-combatant
Afghan exiles in Pakistan maintain
the guerrillas might not get their
way with the majority of Afghani-
stan’s population. These exiles,
some of whom are academics, hold
the view that while Afghanistan’s
population is 80-per-cent Moslem,
the mass would not favor a theo-
cratic government.

The four fundamentalist groups
among the seven main Afghan
guerrilla parties say they are first
and foremost Islamic revolutiona-
ries, although all of the groups
stress their adherance to Islam.

Many of the fundamentalist
leaders began their struggle for an
Islamic state long before the com-
munist seizure of power in 1978 and
the coup that installed a more pro-
Soviet faction in 1979.

Barhanuddin Rabbani, leader of
Jaimiat-I-Islami, one of the main
guerrilla groups, who met Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan in Washington
this summer as acting chairman of
the Afghan guerrilla alliance, said
no one should doubt that he is
fighting for an Islamic state.

“First of all, I am an Islamic
revolutionary. Then I am an
Afghan nationalist,”” he said in an
interview. “Islam is much higher
than anything.”

Iran is on Afghanistan’s western
border and Pakistan is to its south.

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
established -a fundamentalist
Islamic state in Iran after over-
throwing the shah in 1979.

But 80 per cent of Afghans are
more moderate Sunni Moslems
while Iranians are Shiites, stricter
in their observance of Islamic law.

Afghans and Iranians have sel-
dom got along and their differ-
ences in religious observances
have played a key role in separat-
ing them.

The guerrillas say their Afghan
state would not be like that of Iran,
where Khomeini is the imam and
the highest authority.

Pakistan became an Islamic
state under the leadership of Gen.
Mohammed Zia ul-Haq, who seized
power in a military coup in 1977
and remains the country’s presi-
dent. Ninety per cent of Pakistanis
are Sunnis, harboring the same
kinds of differences with Shiites as
the Afghans do.

Although Marxism, the founda-
tion of the Afghan government, fos-
ters atheism, officials in Kabul, the
capital, countenance Islam and
even practise it in public.

Najibullah, the nation’s top lead-
er as head of the Communist par-
ty, often is shown on television
praying in a mosque.

“The character of our national
democratic revolution is not in con-

tradiction with Islam,” he told a,

group of western reporters allowed
to visit Kabul in October.
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But Islam does not form the ba-
sis for the nation’s law as the guer-
rillas would have it.

All of the top guerrilla leaders
are adamant that they will decide
the future of Afghanistan once they
have gained military control of the
country.

“Those who are now fighting the
Soviets will decide what kind of
state we will have,” Rabbani said.
“It will be an Islamic govern-
ment.”

Afghanistan, the fundamentalists
agree, will be an Islamic republic
based on religious law as revealed
in the Koran, the holy book of Mo-
slems. In addition to Iran and Pak-
istan, Saudi Arabia is another ma-
jor nation in the area that lives by
law based on the Koran.

The Afghan fundamentalists say
their state would have an elected
president, an elected parliament, a
constitution and regular elections,
but the nature and foundations will
be Islamic and nothing will be
tolerated that might challenge
that.

Democracy, personal freedom
and political liberty will be allowed
to the extent that Moslem law and
teachings permit them, the fun-
damentalists say.
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FIRST AID TIP

EMBEDDED OBJECT

DO NOT ATTEMPT TO PULL OUT
OBJECTS EMBEDDED IN A WOUND.
Pulling at nails, splinters, or a piece
of glass in a wound will cause more
damage and increase bleeding *
Cover lightly with dessings without
pressure on the object ® Secure the
padding with bandages to apply pres-
sure around the wound and away
from the object ® Get medical aid.
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GUATELMALAN REFUGEES GET FRESH START IN P.E.I.

CHARLOTTETOWN (CP) —
Four years after fleeing the vio-
lence of their homeland, 13 mem-
bers of a Guatemalan family have
been given a new beginning in this
pastoral island province.

With the help of a committee of
Roman Catholic parishioners on
Prince Edward Island, they left
the Guatemalan and Mexican refu-
gee camps they had lived in since
their village was destroyed.

Fabiana Domingo Gomez, five of
her children, six grandchildren and
a son-in-law arrived in Charlotte-
town late last week and have
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moved into a five-bedroom house.

“This is their idea of a miracle
— to be pulled out of that,” said
Bill Campbell, a member of the
committee that has so far raised
about $10,000 to help Gomez and
her family.

“Their Christian faith is wonder-
ful to see,”” he adds. ‘‘The first
thing they wanted to do was to find
a church and pray for us.”

The parishioners’ sponsorship of
the refugees, arranged through Ca-
nadian immigration officials, was
initiated in mid-August by P.E.IL.
natives Rev. Joe Kane and Mario

Carota. The pair met the family
while working with refugees in
Mexico.

The family’s village was de-
stroyed in 1982 during a battle be-
tween guerrillas and the military
government. Western human rights
groups say Guatemala, which lived
under three decades of military
dictatorship before a civilian presi-
dent was elected last December,
has had one of the world’s worst
human rights records.

Campbell said the family felt it

vas more endangered than most
because two of its members were
teachers, adding that educated
people were sought by government
troops and suspected of being anti-
government leaders.

He said Gomez radiates joy and
peace despite the hardships she’s
been through.

“She is a remarkable lady — the
image of Mother Teresa of Calcut-
ta — and she has the same vir-
tues.”
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Now from O.B. Allan Jewellers,
the classic beauty of cultured pearls -
at a classic price - 25% off selected pieces.
Choose from lovely strands in a variety of lengths,
each one featuring the classic beauty of

genuine cultured Pearls.
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Ages 3

Begin Week

10 Lessons — $22.00

Register Weekdays At The Coliseum

For Further Information Call
Parks & Recreation — 563-8802

- 5 years

of Nov. 17th

DOUG’S BETTER BUY

1233-17th Ave. 564-5531
“For Frash Quality M>at and Produce”
9am.toyp.m.

SAVERS FOOD MART #2

1776 Strathcona 563-808
“More Than Just A Corner Store”
8a.m. 010 p.m.

EASTWAY MINIMART

Old Cariboo Hiway at t
0ld Airport Hill RAAL) mm”
A Store For All Your Needs”
8am.to11 p.m.

North Nechako Rd.

4166-15th Ave.

NORTH NECHAKO FOODS

Caledonia Trailer Park
564-9252
“Your Friendly Corner Store”

9am. to 10 p.m.

SAVERS FOOD MART #1

563-76/
“A Store For All Your Grocery Needs" o
8am.to 11 pm,

WESTWOOD GROCERY
Westwood Dr. & Ferry Ave. §62-5800
“The ‘We Treat You Right Store’

In The Friendly Westwood Shopping Mall"
9am. to 11 p.m,
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