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Woodward's
food dept.
sale eyed

Citizen news services

‘Canada Safeway Ltd. is negotiat-
ing to add the 26 food stores owned
by Woodward's Ltd. to its stable of
258 supermarkets in Western Cana-
da, officials of the two companies
said Thursday.

Woodward’s president Frank
Robertson said a sales agreement
should be complete within a week
to transfer ownership of the com-
Eany’s 16 stores in British Colum-

ia and 10 others in Alberta.

One or two of the outlets may be
shut down, Robertson said, but
most of the 1,100 full-time and 2,100
Eart-time employees can expect to

eep their jobs.

In Prince George, Food Floor sa-
les are excellent, according to lo-
cal Woodward’s Manager John
Farris.

“In recent months, our perform-
ance has been the best in the com-
pany.” On Thursday, the Wood-
ward’s board of directors met to
discuss the possible deal, but not
statement was released.

The only unionized staff at Wood-
ward’s are those in its Victoria
store, plus meat-cutters at all
other outlets. The rest are almost

certain to seek the same union sta-

tus enjoyed by all of Canada Safe-
way'’s workers.

Robertson said Safeway has
agreed to keep operating Wood-
ward'’s food stores under their cur-
rent name and stocked with cur-
rent products.

News of the sales talks prompted
a halt in trading of Woodward's
shares on the Toronto and Vancou-
:ver stock exchanges. The price of
‘Woodward'’s stock rose sharply on
the Toronto exchange before trad-
ing was suspended Thursday.

The company reported a $7.5-mil-
lion loss last year. Financial data
for its food stores. — usually
housed within its department
'stores — are not calculated inde-
‘Eendently. It's known the outlets

ave not been earning any money.

Robertson said Woodward's is
only one of two remaining major
department store chains in North
America that still operate food out-
lets. He said the increasingly com-
petitive grocery market has forced
{he department chains to stream-
ine.

Woodward's has faced tough
competition in the Vancouver area
in recent months from Save-on-
Food outlets owned by millionaire
Jim Pattison.

Larry McLennan, Canada Safe-
way’s public affairs manager, said
discussions with Woodward’s have
been going on for several months
but nothing has been completed.

“There’'s no deal yet,” McLen-

nan said.
* Ironically, news of Safeway’s
impending expansion comes amid
speculation the whole company is
for sale. The New York investment
firm of Kohlberg Kravis Roberts
and Co. reportedly needs the cash
to pay for Canada Safeway’s par-
ent, Safeway Stores Inc., which it
bought for $4.5 million US.

Analysts estimate the value of
Canada Safeway at between $700
million and $1 billion.

The firm has seen profits slide
by 16 per cent since 1983, to $46
million from $59 million, and sales
by eight per cent to $2.46 billion
from $2.68 billion.
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by DAVE PAULSON
Staff reporter

An archeologist has discovered
artifacts which he believes are
among the oldest found in B.C.

Three spearheads which experts
agree were used for hunting a now-
extinct species of bison about
10,000 years ago were found recent-
ly in the Pink Mountain area, 150
kilometres northwest of Fort St.
John.

Ian Wilson, a professional arche-
ologist from Victoria, made the

discovery in only 10 centimetres of
soil during a natural gas pipeline
survey last summer. Archeological
studies are a standard practice be-
fore pipeline construction. Wilson
was working in co-operation with
Westcoast Transmission Co. Ltd.,
and the Ministry of Tourism, Rec-
reation and Culture.

Wilson said the find represents
the second-oldest example of hu-
man habitation 'in B.C., the oldest
being a 10,400-year-old site at
Charlie Lake, just outside Fort St.

John, discovered in 1984.
Blood residue from the spear-
heads is being examined at Simon

- Fraser University in Burnaby and

it should be possible to identify
within a few days what animal was
hunted. An accurate date for the
latest finding should be known
early in 1987.

The spearheads are about two in-
ches long and one inch at their wi-
dest point, with a distinctive chan-
nel running along the length to
speed the animal's flow of blood

——

and its death, Wilson said.

The Pink Mountain and Charlie
Lake sites support the theory that
the eastern foothills of the Rocky
Mountains through the Peace Riv-
er country was a major travel
route for North America’s first in-
habitants.

“It's nice to find something this
significant once in a while,” Wilson
told The Citizen. ““A lot of the time
it's kind of humdrum.”

The earliest evidence of man’s

ENT WEAPONS DISCOVERED NORTH OF HERE

habitation in North America dates
to 11,500 years ago in New Mexico.

The oldest archeological evi-
dence in the Central Interior dates
to about 4,000 years ago, Wilson
said, but he's convinced man was
in this area much earlier.

‘‘Absolutely. Older (than 4,000
years ago), but probably not as old
as those in the Peace country,”
said Wilson, who is interested in
probing the Central Interior next
year.

MONEY SOUGHT

City services tied
to gov't generosity

by MALCOLM CURTIS
Staff reporter

Faced with the possibility of re-
duced city services next year,
Mayor John Backhouse wants the
province to give Prince George
more money.

Commenting on the provisional
budget reviewed by city council for
the first time Thursday night,
Backhouse said there may be a no-
ticeable cut in the quality of city
services if more revenue isn't
found.

CART study

under wraps

A study that will determine the
future of the Centre for Advanced
Resource Technologies in Prince
George is in the hands of provin-
cial cabinet, but its recommenda-
tions are being kept under wraps.

“I can’t comment because it is
before cabinet and therefore confi-
dential,” said Sandy Peel, deputy
minister of economic development.

He said he hopes provincial mini-
sters will review the report of
Woods Gordon, the consulting firm
hired to look into CART’s opera-
tions, at next Wednesday’s cabinet
meeting.

Intergovernmental Affairs Minis-
ter and Prince George South MLA
Bruce Strachan said he has seen a
summary of the recommendations
for CART, but also refused com-
ment.

The future of the privately-run
computer manufacturing and train-
ing centre has been put in doubt
because it is out of cash.

The federal government has
committed money for the centre,
providing it is matched by the
province.

The provincial government has
provided temporary financing to
the centre to keep it afloat while
Woods Gordon reviewed the CART
concept, structure and business
plans.

Neither Peel nor Strachan could
say if the consulting report will be
made public once cabinet has act-
ed upon it.

“That is up to cabinet,” said
Peel.

Hearings scheduled
in caboose dispute

Trains of the future may be ca-
booseless if Canadian railway offi-
cials are successful in a bid to
prove them unnecessary.

Hearings to determine whether
cabooses are needed as a safety
feature have been going on across
the country since Oct. 2 when the
first was held in Hull, Que.

Due fo the response from rail-
road workers in B.C. and Saskatch-
ewan, who are at the forefront of a
campaign to save the caboose,
most hearing dates have been re-
scheduled to allow more time for
presentations.

“The evidence presented in Hull
took seven weeks instead of the
expected three,” explained Pierre
Trottier, spokesman for the Prince
George caboose committee, set up
by Local 1271 of the United Trans-
portation Union.

While railway workers contend
the caboose crews provides safety
features through sight, sound and
smell which can never be replaced
by mechanical means, CN and CP
officials are convinced replacing
the caboose with end-of-train units
to detect any safety hazards like
smoke or flat wheels are not only
safe, but essential if railroads are
to, provide economical transporta-
tion.

New dates for hearings include
Toronto, Jan. 6, Moncton, Jan. 19,
Edmonton, Jan. 27, Vancouver,
Feb. 2 and Winnipeg, Feb. 17.

“This time extension has been

wonderful for our committee to do
more preparing for presentations
at the Vancouver hearings,” said
Trottier.

A petition protesting the elimina-
tion of the caboose was started
here in October and has now
spread throughout the province. It
contains about 5,000 names, but
many more are expected to be ad-
ded ' before it’s presented at the
Vancouver hearings.

During December, there is a
three-dimensional caboose display
on the second floor at the Prince
George Public Library.

Those interested will find inform-
ation about cabooses and the role
they play on the railway.

The unknown factor in 1987’s city
finances is the B.C. government’s
largesse, which won’t be known
until late February or March.

Because of declining revenues
elsewhere, treasurer Bill Kennedy
has proposed a $36.2-million budget
for 1987 — more than $700,000 less
than this year.

_ “I'm hoping we will be getting a
little bit more from the province,”
the mayor told The Prince George
Citizen.

Victoria handed the city $2.67
million in unconditional grants last
year which are used to offset the
general operating budget.

A number of other factors cloud
the city’s financial outlook and
Backhouse said he was not willing
to make any assumptions about a
tax increase beyond the 3.8-per-
cent increase calculated by the
treasurer.

But the proposed 1987 budget re-
flects the past three or four reces-
sionary years when ‘‘we cut to the
bone and if we go any further we'll
be cutting into. the bone,” the
mayor said.

“The city’s in a position where
many external costs are going up
that our virtually beyond our con-
trol,” he said, citing spiralling in-
surance and energy bills as exam-
ples.

‘““This is leaving us with less and
less discretionary money.”

Kennedy estimated that council
last year had control over about
only one-tenth of the operating
budget.

Backhouse said council will have
to decide whether to continue dip-
ping into its financial reserves to
balance revenues against costs.

“We can't continue to do that
year after year. . .we have to think
of future councils.”
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IN KILLINGS

A 40-year-old Prince Géorge man
was sentenced in B.C. Supreme
Court in Vancouver to two life sen-
tences with a recommendation of
no eligibility for parole for 10 years
for killing two Miworth residents in
1983.

Ronald Jack Stone was found
guilty of two counts of second-de-
gree murder for the August, 1983
shooting deaths of his wife, Alma
Stone, 48, and Stewart Sackner, 71.
Their bodies were found in a Miw-
orth house, about 13 kilometres
west of Prince George.

Stone received the same sen-
tence in 1984 but a new trial was
ordered in January of this year.

Oberle leaves
Ottawa hopital

Federal Science Minister Frank
Oberle was released from an Otta-
wa hospital Thursday, but an aide
says he may have to return next
week for more tests.

John McMillan said Oberle was
released in time to attend a
science ministers’ conference be-
ginning today in Montreal.

“It was extremely important, in
terms of the policy decisions he
has been making in the last year.”

Oberle, veteran MP for Prince
George-Peace River, was admitted
to hospital last week for tests be-
cause he had not been feeling well
for some time.

“I don’t think it is that serious,”
said McMillan, in an interview
from Ottawa this morning, pointing
out that Oberle is well enough to
attend the Montreal conference.

Barb’s fune

Funeral arrangements for the
late Barbara Green will be delayed
a week due to transport arrange-
ments from Cambridge, England,
where the 23-year-old died earlier
this week.

The Prince George woman died
of complications following a rare
liver and kidney transplant at
Addenbrook Hospital late Tuesday.

Parents, Roy and Shirley,
arrived home Thursday and expect
the remains to arrive within seven
days.

Roy said an autopsy revealed his
daughter died from infection in her
lungs.

“Her new liver was working fine
and there was good blood flow to
the kidney, but she wasn’t strong
enough to withstand the surgery,”
he said.

She never regained conscious-
ness following surgery two weeks
before her death.

The family realized the major
operation was a risk to her life, but
without it doctors told the parents
she would not live longer than six
months.

They kept that information to
themselves to protect Barbara
from the prognosis.

“Right now it’s pretty tough on
the family who are hurting, but at
least Barbara isn’t hurting any
more. She’s in a far better world,”
said Roy. .

He responded to a letter written
to the Prince George Citizen dur-
ing his absence which hinted Roy
was ungrateful because he said he
hated it in England.

“What I hated was the reason for
being there in the first place. I be-
lieve people in our situation should
not have to travel so far for medi-
cal treatment, but the people in
England were wonderful.”

“We had the best of doctors and
medical staff and everyone treated
us royally. We hope to return un-
der happier conditions in a few
years to renew acquaintences and
see the country,” he said.

According to Roy, people come

Father jailed on sex charges

A 40-year-old Prince George man
was sentenced to nine months in
jail when he appeared in the Coun-
ty Court of Cariboo in Prince
George Thursday on two counts of
sexual assault involving his daugh-
ter.

The man was found guilty in No-
vember of the offences, which took
place in July of 1985 when the girl
was 16 years old and after her 17th
birthday the same month.

Judge Richard Low banned the
man’s name from being published
because it would identify the vic-
tim.

In speaking to sentencing, Crown
counsel Neil Lauder said the inci-
dents involved fondling the girl.

The judge said although the jury
heard evidence during a six-day
trial of an incestuous relationship
between the man and his daughter
from 1979 to 1981 when the girl was
10 to 12 years old, he could not sen-
tence the man on those offences.
Charges were laid in 1982, but
were stayed because the daughter
couldn’t testify.

When the Crown counsel office
tried to revive the 1982 charges fol-
lowing the 1985 offences, the judge
ruled there was an unreasonable
delay under the Canadian Charter
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of Rights and Freedoms and the
charges could not be revived.

The accused is no longer at risk
for the previous offences and re-
mains untried and unconvicted,
said Low.

Vancouver defence lawyer Ken
Young said his client had no re-
morse as he maintained he was in-
nocent throughout his trial.

“Your client has an attitude to-
ward his plea which doesn’t assist
him in sentencing. . . he was found
guilty by the jury,” the judge said.

“The accused was assaulting a
child of his he knew was fragile
having been assaulted before. . .
he was dealing with a child who
was emotionally fragile and he
knew she was fragile.”

The man is supported by his
family, but ‘“the attitude, which
unfortunately is present, is it
couldn’t happen in our family
(and) therefore it never hap-
pened,” said Judge Low.

“I take offence from the family

Christmas

Reale )

Lung Disease

getting on the bandwagon, as evi-
dent in the probation officer’s re-
port. . . pounding on the table and
demanding his innocence,” he said.

This attitude is unfortunate be-
cause the victim doesn’t need their
condemnation but needs their sup-
port, said the judge.

The man was sentenced to nine
months in jail on each of the two
counts but the sentences will be
served concurrently. He also re-
ceived two years’ probation follow-
ing his release from jail.

UDO ERASMUS

Educator & Author of
FATS AND OILS

will be in our store on

MONDAY, DECEMBER 29TH
at 12:30 p.m.

following his guest appearance
on Bob Harkins' radio talk show.
Mr. Erasmus will be pleased to
answer customer questions and .
sign copies of his doctor recom-
mended book.
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N l Northern Lights Woodworking Ltd.

Buy Direct From The Manufacturer at:

Ai“"i = THE TICKET CENTRE

1183-5th Ave. (Comer 5th & Dominion)
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ral delayed

from all over the world to Adden-
brook Hospital for surgery.

“We met people from Spain, Ja-
pan, Portugal, Africa and Ireland
mainly waiting for liver trans-
plants. We couldn’t speak their lan-
guage, but we always found ways
to communicate,” he said.

Funeral arrangements will be
announced later.

HART DRUG -
MART

SALE DATES

Tues. Dec. 9 to
Sun. Dec. 14

paramettes

VITAMINS PLUS IRON

BASIC

&
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LIMITED TIME OFFER

PARAMETTES
VITAMINS

Regular to $8.99
Chlldren’s Chewables 90's
Chlidren's Teen Vit 90's
Adults Basic 90's
Adults Super 90's

" RIOPAN ANTACID & ANTI

GAS and RIOPAN PLUS
Tabs 60’s or Liquid 360

HIBITANE
~ SKIN
CLEANSER

Dual action
cleanser plus
_ antiseptic.
110 ml.
“-%Z Reg. §
$2.99

'| High poten-

Beminar
500

i SUPER SPECIALS
© BATHROOM TISSUE
o121
© WHITE
PETROLEUM JELLY

VASELINE

HART CENTRE LOCATION
OPEN 9.9 7-Days a Wecek.
Sunday & Holjdays 106 — 962-9(66
DOWNTOWN LOCATICN
OPEN 9:6 6-Days a Wecek
,CLOSED Sunday & Holidays = 564.7117
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